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ZIMBABWE:

The season was characterised by better marketing arrangements in
the Tobacco which resulted in better prices. A total of US$595 million
worth of Tobacco was sold at an average price of US$3.92/kg.
Cotton prices are still depressed and are ranging between
US38cents and US48 cents per kilogramme.  The producer price of
maize has been improved from US$295 to US$310 per tonne. The
average selling prices of grain is averaging at    US0.55/kg(ZIMVAC)
and is expected to increase as the peak hunger period approaches
amidst dwindling maize supply.

Key Recommendations :

Overview 2012/13 Crop Production Season

Overview 2013/14 Marketing Year
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Key Indicators

National Cereal Production (MT)

Most parts of the country experienced a late onset of the rain
season. The first effective rains were received during the last dekad
of November and December 2012 for the Northern and Southern
parts of the country respectively. The late onset of the rains as well
as the mid-season drought across the country resulted in farmers
delaying planting major crops in most of the provinces impacting on
the season performance (area planted and productivity).
Furthermore the season was also affected by armyworm outbreak in
some parts of the country and intermittent wet spells in January.
Overall, there was a reduction in cereal output as compared to the
previous season

• Resources need to be urgently mobilized to address the immediate
food insecurity problem while preparations to deal with the increased
problem later in the consumption year are stepped up.
• The price of maize is a critical factor in determining household food
access in the consumption year. Not only does this need to be
monitored closely but it needs to be stabilized and at best lowered as
far as possible to increase household access.
• The malnutrition levels in some Provinces require urgent
confirmation they were found to exceed national and global
thresholds, using the mid upper arm circumference (MUAC) method.
• It is worrying that 42 % of children under 5 were consuming 2 or
fewer meals per day and therefore unlikely to access adequate
nutrients necessary for their optimum growth. Therefore, nutrition
programming for children should promote appropriate complementary
feeding practices especially within the window of opportunity “6-23
months.”
• Generally, foods consumed by rural households are of low diversity
and largely unbalanced with a clear dominance of carbohydrates at
the expense of protein rich foods, hence there is need to advocate
and promote the production and consumption of a balanced diet.
• Only 33% of the rural households had access to improved sanitation
facilities. This situation encourage poor nutritional outcomes and
requires urgent attention in  a broader national nutrition strategy.
• Post-harvest losses in cereals measured from physiological maturity
to final consumption can range between 20 and 30% of weight loss.
This issue requires urgent attention as part of a comprehensive
strategy to ensure household level food security.
• Crop production is highly vulnerable to climate variability. To
address this challenge, irrigation rehabilitation and development is
encouraged.
• Financial constraint, lack of early childhood school facilities, illness,
child disability and adolescence pregnancy were some of the notable
reasons why about 11% of the children were not in school. This
situation calls for urgent strengthening of the Government’s BEAM
programme and  for stronger partnerships between Government and
its development partners to secure the strides the Country has made
in improving access to education for the generality of it people.

Population at risk of food and livelihoods insecurity
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• The proportion represents about 2,206,924 people at peak, not
being able to meet their annual food requirements.
• The cumulative energy food deficit for the rural households is
estimated at an equivalent of 177.000MT of maize at peak.
• Adding potential income from livestock reduces the proportion of
food insecure households to 70% from where it falls to about 25%
when income from other livelihoods activities (e.g. cash income from
casual labour, cash receipts from remittances, formal and informal
employment, petty trade, vegetable sales, rentals, draft power hire,
sale of wild foods and other products, sale of cultivated crops) is
considered.
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NOTE: Assessment was conducted in rural areas,
therefore food insecure figures are for rural areas only.

Administrative System
Provinces = 10
Districts = 89
Wards = 1980

Indicator Value Indicator Value
Total Population 12,973,808 Poverty Incidence 62.6%
Male 6,227,428 Employment Rate 92.3%
Female 6,746,380 Average GDP Growth 4.4%
Life Expectancy 51 Years Area under Cultivation 42.2%
Food Insecure Population 2,206,924 Morbidity Rate
Malnutrition: Mortality Rate 57/1000
             Stunting 31.90% Access to Health Facility 60.5
             Wasting 3.00% Access to Safe Drinking Water 70%
             Under weight 9.70% Access to Improved Sanitation 48%
HIV and AIDS Prevalence 14.30% Access to Transport Facility
Inflation Rate 2.20% Access to Education Facility 92.2

2,206,924 (24.9%) of Rural
Population at Risk of
Food Insecurity
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