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I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 
• An estimated 228,500 people have been affected by the flooding in northern Namibia, with 65 people 

killed and 60,000 people displaced
• About 78 relocation centres, some informal, had been established, housing an estimated 15,000 

people 
• A CERF application and Flash Appeal are being prepared to support the flood response 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
As at 12 April 2011, an estimated 228,500 
people have been affected by flooding in 
northern Namibia, with 65 people killed and 
60,000 people displaced. While the north
eastern region of Kunene had experienced 
some flooding, the main humanitarian needs 
are in the six regions of Oshana, Oshiko
Omusati, Ohangwena, Kavango and Caprivi

No new heavy rains have been recorded over 
northern Namibia over the past few days, and 
flows in the regions of Oshana, Oshiko
Omusati, Ohangwena are stabilizing and 
starting to subside. However, sustained high 
water tables over the past three years mean 
that it may take months for the floodwaters to 
subside completely. Water flows in the 
Okavango River (which flows through Kavango
Region) are still increasing towards their maximum pe
than the peak reached in 2009 and 2010, but still well above average. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response

The Government of the Republic of Namibia (GRN)
continues to respond to the floods. There are still gaps in the key sectors of water
(WASH), health, essential non-food items (NFIs)
As mentioned in the previous report, GRN has provided N
response, 60 to 70 per cent of which to
remaining 30 to 40 per cent to the sectors of 

A joint rapid assessment was conducted from 0
in northern Namibia, as well as to meet with regional councils in order to collect information on the situation.
The results of this assessment are expected to be published shortly.
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III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

of the Republic of Namibia (GRN), with assistance from the Namibia Red Cross 
to the floods. There are still gaps in the key sectors of water, sanita

food items (NFIs) and logistics, particularly in accessing some cut off areas. 
GRN has provided N$ 30 million (approximately US$
to logistics (air-lifting, transportation, search and rescue

sectors of food, shelter and health. 
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 CAMP COORDINATION/MANAGEMENT 

Needs: Preliminary data from the rapid 
assessment indicate that about 78 
relocation centres, some informal, had 
been established, housing an estimated 
15,000 people. This is only a fraction of 
the estimated 60,000 displaced, as 
according to reports from the Regional 
Councils many people are staying at 
schools, have moved in with family, or 
have chosen to remain on their flooded 
homesteads in order to protect their 
belongings. There are also areas that are 
still inaccessible, and for which data 
cannot be collected at this. Camp 
coordination and management, including 
the need for organised registration of 
internally displaced persons (IDPs), the management of site security and relief distribution, pose particular 
challenges.  
Response: GRN has provided tents and other NFIs to those staying at relocation centres. The Namibian 
Red Cross Society continues to provide support to the affected regions in the managing of relocations 
centres, and are providing immediate support in the areas of shelter (provision of tents) and water and 
sanitation (provision of water and purification tablets, latrines and hygiene education). The Namibian Red 
Cross Society has also locally hired approximately 100 volunteers to support camp management and the 
response. 
 

 EDUCATION 
 
Needs: An estimated 324 schools have been affected and over 200 closed, impacting the education of 
114,000 children, who are now unable to go to school and need alternative facilities, school materials and 
transport to continue their education.  The Namibian teaching staff will also need support to maintain 
education services in unfamiliar setting for at least six months. 
 

 AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY 
 
Needs: Significant damage has occurred to crops and food stocks. Food assistance will be required on a 
large scale to IDPs and those who have little or no ability to meet their immediate food requirements until the 
next cropping season.  
Response: United National Food and Agricultural Organization was able to deploy a regional specialist to 
participate in the Rapid Assessments but might need to consider longer term deployment. 
 

 HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
 
Needs: At least 40 clinics have been reported as completely inaccessible, which has significantly reduced 
access to primary healthcare. Many of those living with HIV Aids in affected areas are now unable to access 
Antiretroviral (ARV) treatment. Over 400 malaria cases have been reported since January 2011, and the risk 
of other waterborne diseases has increased significantly.  
Response: The World Health Organization (WHO) has continued to support the Ministry of Health through 
the deployment of staff in the Northern region as well as continued technical support at national level. WHO 
is currently appealing for extra funding towards the response. 
 

 LOGISTICS 
 
Needs: Severe challenges are posed by the flood damage to both trunk and artery road infrastructure.   
Many roads have now becomes rivers and navigable only by boat, which are in short supply.  The transport 
of relief items by road, particularly to regional warehouse facilities, relocation centres and remote 
communities, is compromised.  
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Response: 60 – 70 percent of GRN response has been allocated towards logistical needs. The World Food 
Programme (WFP) is providing technical support to the GRN through the Directorate for Disaster Risk 
Management. 
 
 

 PROTECTION 
 
Needs: With an estimated 60,000 people either staying at relocation centres or with host communities, 
protection risks have rise sharply.  Children who have been separated during the floods, particularly those 
previously orphaned, are especially vulnerable to abuse in communities and relocation sites.  IDPs are also 
traumatized, especially those who have lost their livelihoods or have been separated from family members. 
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
 
Needs: The floods has significantly impacted rural and urban water supplies as well as access to safe and 
secure sanitation facilities in both non-displaced communities as well as IDPs in relocation centres.  Initial 
results from the rapid assessment indicate that access to potable water, safe and appropriately designed 
sanitation and hand-washing facilities is limited.  This raises significant health concerns regarding increased 
exposure to communicable waterborne diseases, as well as protection risks associated with access to 
sanitation facilities.  
Response: UNICEF has secured the deployment of a WASH specialist who will support the efforts of the 
GRN in Northern Namibia for about four weeks.  
 

IV. Coordination 

 
Coordination meetings, led by Government and attended by UN Agencies and other partners, continue to be 
held. The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) recently deployed three 
staff to support the United Nations Resident Coordinator in its coordination mandate. This team assisted in 
the coordination of the joint rapid assessment (including adapting and providing training on the rapid 
assessment tool, and collating and analyzing data from the rapid assessment), as well as in the coordination 
the flash appeal and CERF application. 
 

V. Funding 

A funding application to the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), as well as a Flash Appeal, is being 
prepared. The CERF application will seek to UN Agencies with funding to support GRN in the areas on 
health and nutrition, WASH, protection and non-food items (NFIs). The Flash Appeal will focus on the key 
sectors of Logistics, Food Security/Agriculture, Health/Nutrition, Protection, Shelter/ NFIs/CCCM, WASH, 
Education and Early Recovery & Coordination.  

The International Federation of the Red Cross have also launched an emergency appeal seeking CHF 1.81 
million (about US$ 2.02 million) in cash, kind, or services to support the Namibia Red Cross Society to assist 
37,457 displaced people (9,364 households) for the next six months. CHF 296,472 (about US$330,628) was 
allocated from the Federation’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support this operation. 

VI. Contact 

 
Please contact: 
 
Windhoek: Millan Atam 
Disaster Support Coordinator 
millan.atam@one.un.org 
 
Windhoek: Agnese Spiazzi 
UN Reform Coordination Consultant 
agnese.spiazzi@one.un.org 
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