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Executive Summary 
 

This report summarizes the results of the survey of the water, sanitation 

and hygiene needs of cholera outbreak in As Silw  District, Taiz 

governorate, which was carried out by Tamdeen Youth foundation (TYF) in 

coordination with WASH sub-cluster(Taiz,Ibb Hub). The report comes as     

a part of the foundation's rapid response to reducing cholera outbreak in  

As Silw district. 
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Introduction 

Yemen has suffered more than a year of cholera outbreak and an increase in the 
number of cholera associated deaths and suspected cases in almost 
governorates. The number of associated deaths reached 2,184 and the 
suspected cases of cholera in Yemen are estimated at 887,440 as of October 30, 
2017, according to the daily epidemiological update for the electronic Disease 
Early Warning System (eDEWS). 

In October, As Silw District in witnessed the spread of cholera suspected cases 
as Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD) in a number of villages, Where suspected 
cases/AWD were rising up, starting from 15 October in Wadi Jahafi , a village 
located in  Al-Oudor sub-district.  The number of suspected cases is (150) as of 
the date of writing this report, according to the daily report of the TYF medical 
team that operates Addoba health center ,in which almost of cholera suspected 
cases get treatment. 

As Silw is located in the southeast of Taiz governorate and is about 50 km away 
from Taiz city .It has an area of 89 km2 and its population is 49.558 people, 
according to the results of statistics of the general population and housing for 
2004. It includes (11) sub-districts, divided into (68) villages. 

The district is a region of armed confrontations in the areas of Al-Sharaf and     
Al-dhua'a, and most of its inhabitants live in poor economic conditions. They 
depend on the proceeds of agricultural activity, grazing and some small 
economic projects, and the economic situation of the district is weak. 

TYF responded rapidly to the outbreak of the people in the areas where the 
epidemic has occurred, provided the medical team needed to receive and treat 
suspected cases at Addoba health center, and provided the necessary medicines 
and some requirements to operate the center as ORP(Oral Rehydration Point) 
all the time, this was done in partnership and coordination with the District 
Health Office (DHO), and Governorate Health Office (GHO), the World Health 
Organization (WHO), and UNICEF. 
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Methodology 
 

TYF coordinated with the WASH sub-cluster of Ibb and Taiz . To implement the 

WaSH needs assessment of cholera outbreak in As Sliw district, which in turn 

provided. TYF conducted rapid training on the survey plan and data collection 

forms and team distribution tasks. The training was guided by Standard 

Operating Procedures for Cholera (SOPs) and the cholera assessment indicators 

established by WASH cluster. In terms of survey forms, the team used the 

standard forms of WASH needs assessment in areas affected by cholera. 

TYF assessment team prepared a plan to carry out needs assessment approach 

through field visits to targeted areas, visits some family homes, water sources, 

health centers and direct interviews with relevant public and key informant in 

the district. 

This WASH needs assessment Used 3 survey tools approved by WASH sub-

Cluster (Taiz and Ibb hub) as follows: 

1. A tool for WASH needs assessment ,at the community level                      

(10 samples:2 women and 8 men) 

2. A tool for WASH needs assessment of cholera, at the household level 

(120 samples: 50 women and 70 men). 

3. Focus group discussion (FDG) at the level of community, with people in 

affected areas (8 discussion groups: 3 women groups, 3 men groups, 1 

children group and 1 group includes men and women).. 
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Key Findings 

After the data were collected and analyzed, the results of the survey and 

WASH assessment related to cholera were found in As Silw district, as 

follows: 

- The spread of the outbreak in the sub-district Al-Odour , Addoba, and         

Al- Mashgab . 

- 58% of the suspected cases (AWD) were children, 39% were women, 

and only 3% were men. 

- 65% of households do not have pure and safe water sources; only 

35% of households have safe and protected water sources. 

 

- Not pure and unprotected water resources vary in the district, where 

the unprotected wells are (74%), collective tanks for the rain water 

(17%), and the unprotected wellsprings of the water (9%). 

 

 

- Most of the people complain that they do not receive sufficient water 

because of the scarcity of water resources in the area, and 70% of the 

households where the women and children bring water from the 

source to the house on foot. 
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- In the treatment of drinking water, 32% of the residents treat the water 

by boiling or adding chlorine tablets, While 68% do not have any 

treatment for drinking water because they do not have the means of 

sterilization or feeling that there is no need to sterilize the water, 85% 

of households use plastic bottles of cooking oil to keep drinking water 

are rarely cleaned. Residents of the area are likely to lack clean 

drinking water due to lack of pure water sources , most of the sources 

that people believe are clean and pure water are unprotected hand 

wells and surface sewage is spread around many of them. 

 

- In the areas of the spread of the epidemic areas ( Al-Odour , Addoba 

,and Al-Mashgab) about (9)% of households do not have toilets in 

their homes, especially the marginalized group and they defecate in 

the open. 

 

- There is no sewage network in the infected areas such Wadi Johafi 

and the surface sewage is noticed everywhere in the high-rate 

infection villages, and 42% of households in those areas lack  

sanitary sewage. At the same time, they extend sewage pipes next 

to the houses (open sewage), 74% of the interviewed persons 

assured that they regularly see sewage water around their homes. 

 



 

 

8 

 

- 

- The cholera spreads in the district day by day, Where 84% of the 
people have heard or learned that cholera is spreading in their 
area, 62% of interviewed persons assured that one member of their 
own family is infected by cholera or acute watery diarrhea. In 
addition, 37 % of them have an infected person among their family 
members during conducting the survey, most of the are children. 

- (53%) of people believe that the causes of cholera are 
contaminated water and food, and only 19% believe that the 
cleanliness of the house, hands, Stacking of garbage and the 
spread of sewage are also causes of cholera. 

- (48%) of the population do not take any precautionary measures 
against cholera, while those who prevent cholera: 61% believe that 
chlorination is enough to prevent cholera. 

-  Households with suspected cases do not have sufficient 
awareness about how to prevent the transmission of the epidemic 
from person to person while the health workers reported that most 
of treated cases are often from the same family or from neighboring 
households to the infected family. 

-  The survey team noted, during the visit to the existing health 
center in which the cholera cases get the treatment that many 
families during the ambulance of their infected child also bring other 
children who are not infected with him, When the health workers 
have asked those families:  What you have to do for preventing the 
transmission of infection among your children? They replied that 
they were not carrying out any step. 
 

- The health centers in the area reported that the widespread 
diseases in the area are (Mumps - upper respiratory tract infections 
- watery diarrhea - chronic diseases.  
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Recommendations  

 

 Chlorination of contaminated water sources in affected area and close 

neighbors as treatment and prevention procedures (especially open 

wells ) 

 Provision of chlorine tablets on HHs level, for bottles, and tanks. 

 Conduct awareness sessions for delivering key promotional messages 

of personal hygiene, cholera causes, routes of cholera transmission, 

ways of cholera prevention, with distribution of posters, brochures 

delivering important key messages about cholera prevention. 

 Provision of consumable kits for affected areas (at least 2000 HHs) 

  Provision of water storage facilities in affected areas (bottles, tanks, 

..ect). 

 Rehabilitate sewage system in affected area, if required. 

 Coordinate and collaborate with health cluster and other stockholders 

to monitor, evaluate, and conducting health need assessment if 

required, for supporting integrated WaSH and Health intervention. 

- 

 

 

 

 

 

 


