
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 More than 519,000 people 

affected by Tropical Storm 

Saola. 

 Lack of available land 

continues to delay 

construction of permanent 

houses for Washi survivors. 

 16,408 people remain 

displaced due to armed 

clashes in Central and 

Western Mindanao. 

Washi Response 

Total number of 
IDPs in Northern 
Mindanao 

208,000 

IDPs in Cagayan 
de Oro 

157,000 

IDPs in Iligan 54,000 

Source: Department of Social 
Welfare and Development  
 
 

Washi (Mid-Year Review) 

22 million  
requested (US$) 

 

76% funded 
 

Central Mindanao  

(Mid-Year Review) 

28.9 million  
requested (US$) 

 

43% funded 

Source: Financial Tracking Service 

Tropical Storm Saola affects 519,000 people 
231,000 people displaced due to continuous heavy rains and floods 

According to the National Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Council 
(NDRRMC), Tropical Storm Saola, locally 
known as Gener, has affected more than 
110,000 families (519,000 people) in 32 
provinces across the Philippines as of 
3 August (see map on the right). Flooding 
and landslides as a result of heavy rains 
have left 37 dead, 33 injured, 4 missing and 
displaced about 231,000 people (17,500 
are residing in 81 evacuation centres and 
213,500 are with relatives and friends). 
Government agencies have conducted 
search and rescue operations in sea 
mishap incidents, prepositioned relief 
supplies along the storm’s path including 
medicines, and distributed food packages 
to people in evacuation centres. The 
Philippine Red Cross provided additional 
food relief assistance in some areas. As of 
2 August, 16 cities and municipalities have 
declared a state of calamity. It is expected 
that Gener will enhance the Southwest 
Monsoon and will bring rains over Southern 
Luzon, Visayas, and the western part of 
Mindanao. To date, the government has not 
requested any international assistance. 

Residual needs remain for Washi IDPs 
Lack of available land delays construction of permanent housing in Iligan  

In Iligan City, strong advocacy and coordination among the clusters initiated by the Camp 
Coordination and Camp Management, and the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene clusters 
with the local government agencies resulted in the vacating of the remaining schools 
being used as evacuation centres as of 1 August. Despite this positive development, 641 
families (3,205 people) are still living in tents, bunkhouses, and public facilities. Out of the 
commitment of donors to construct 9,903 permanent housing units, only 5,675 can be 
built on planned relocation sites. About 18 hectares of land is required to complete the 
planned housing construction. The Mines and Geosciences Bureau of the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources conducted two surveys and determined that most of 
the available lands are prone to various geohazards. The Iligan City Local Interagency 

Map of provinces affected by Tropical Storm Saola 

Source: National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
Council 
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Source: International Organization for Migration 

Committee, a multi-agency and multi-sectoral body responsible for coordinating 
permanent shelter assistance, together with the National Housing Authority is continuing 
efforts to search for viable land. The remaining active clusters are aiming to resettle the 
534 families (2,670 people) still living in tents by the end of August. 

Efforts continue to meet shelter needs of Washi survivors in CDO 

While construction of permanent houses continue in Cagayan de Oro (CDO) City for 
some 1,078 Washi-affected families, more than 1,600 families have already moved to 
their new permanent houses. About 287 families are still living in 5 evacuation centres, 
165 in tents, and 122 in makeshift shelters while waiting for additional permanent houses 
to be built. The International Organization for Migration and the Catholic Relief Services 
have provided 1,603 families with temporary shelters such as bunkhouses and Amakan 
traditional houses.  

 

 

Mobile registration programme for lost civil documents 

As a result of the devastation caused by Tropical Storm Washi, residents in Iligan City 
and the surrounding hinterland areas lost essential civil documents required to access 
government and commercial social services. The United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees and the Protection Cluster have partnered with the Iligan City Civil Registrar’s 
Office to initiate the Mobile Birthright Project. Mobile teams will visit all barangays (the 
smallest government administrative unit in the Philippines) in Iligan to allow Washi 
survivors to avail themselves of free issuance of birth, marriage, and death certificates. 
Internally displaced persons (IDPs) in host communities in the hinterland barangays will 
be prioritized before moving inwards towards the city proper. It is expected that 11,000 
birth registrations and 11,000 reconstructed or re-issued documents will be provided 
through the programme in the next six months. A similar programme is currently being 
negotiated in the eight municipalities in Lanao del Sur province that were hardest hit by 
Washi. 

Armed clashes displace 16,408 people 
Violent clan feuds continue to cause insecurity  

In July, a total of 14 incidents of armed conflict due to rido (clan feuds) and clashes 
between the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and non-state armed groups in 
Mindanao displaced 16,408 people. According to the Protection Cluster, a firefight 
between two warring groups in Sultan Sa Barongis, Maguindanao province on 24 July 
due to land conflict forced 11,720 people to flee from their homes. Mediation between the 
two groups has since allowed 9,075 to return while 2,645 remain displaced. The 
Department of Social Welfare and Development-Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao (DSWD-ARMM), and the local municipal government has responded by 
providing food relief to those who remain in evacuation centres. Classes in the affected 
barangays were suspended as a significant number of IDPs were occupying the schools. 
Intermittent incidents of rido which characterize the security situation in Central Mindanao 
continue to disrupt the education of children. In addition to the Maguindanao incident, in 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul

Evacuation Centers 3,013 3,229 3,014 2,607 1,784 1,125 374

Transitory Sites 148 200 382 749 1,005 1,487 1,486

Permanent Sites 0 0 96 320 857 1,423 1,620
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IDP Population Movement in Cagayan de Oro City (2012) 

Armed clashes in 

Central and Western 

Mindanao continue to 

cause insecurity 
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For further information, please contact:  
Manila: David Carden, Head of Office, carden@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-513-9924 
Cotabato City/Iligan City: Muktar Farah, Head of Sub-Office, muktar@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-587-8179 
Cagayan de Oro City: Sophie Nuon, Officer-in-Charge, nuon@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-810-9033 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://ph.one.un.org/response | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Credit: WFP / M. Horie 
Buongon, Bukidnon (17 July 2012) – Families affected by 
Washi re-build community bridge through WFP’s cash for 
work programme 

Basilan, encounters between the AFP and armed groups on 26 July resulted in the 
displacement of 7,020 people. Ongoing insecurity is preventing safe return. DSWD 
Basilan provided food assistance to the displaced families.  

Feature Story 
From Farmers to Construction Workers: Rebuilding lives through the Cash 
for Work Programme 

While CDO attracted much attention 
in the immediate aftermath of Tropical 
Storm Washi, the surrounding areas 
including Buongon, Bukidnon were 
also devastated as the rushing flood 
waters and illegally cut logs destroyed 
farmlands and the footbridge which 
served as the community’s vital link to 
the outside world. Those living in 
Barangay Lanaoan, which is situated 
between the Cagayan de Oro and 
Kalawaig rivers, were isolated for two 
days as the area became 
inaccessible. Not only did the 
community lose their connection with 
neighbouring towns but also their 
source of livelihood as remaining 
agricultural products could no longer be sold to nearby markets. The plight of the 
community was brought to the attention of the humanitarian agencies operating in CDO 
by Green Mindanao, a local NGO working with indigenous communities. The World Food 
Programme (WFP) responded by initiating a cash for work programme to reconstruct the 
bridge. A total of 50 beneficiaries from the affected community were selected through the 
barangay administration using the vulnerability criteria set by WFP. Local materials were 
used for construction and parts of the destroyed bridge were recycled. Engineers from 
Green Mindanao and the city government worked on a voluntary basis to supervise the 
project. With the completion of the footbridge on 24 July, about 146 families are now able 
to regain some sense of normalcy as the bridge now allows the community to send their 
farm products to nearby markets including CDO.  

In Brief 
Towards operationalizing government-led clusters at the sub-national level 

The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) cluster co-lead agencies supported DSWD in 
formulating training modules for a core group of specialists and focal persons involved in 
disaster risk reduction activities. The Skills Enhancement on Disaster Risk Reduction for 
DSWD Central and Field Offices training was held on 20-21 July in Olongapo City, 
Zambales province. Resource people from the HCT briefed on the international 
humanitarian system, the cluster approach, rapid needs assessment, and information 
management services which can assist the government. The objective of the training is to 
develop DSWD personnel who could operationalize the clusters at the sub-national level. 

Hinterland Washi-

affected communities 

benefit from cash for 

work programme 
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