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Early onset of the lean season is expected in
southwestern areas
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2: Stressed

3+: Crisis or higher

Would likely be at least one phase worse without 

current or programmed humanitarian assistance

FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis follows key IPC protocols but does not necessarily reflect
the consensus of national food security partners.

FEWS NET Remote Monitoring countries use a colored outline to represent the highest IPC classification in areas of concern.

September 2022

Key Messages: 
Minimal (IPC Phase 1) acute food insecurity is expected across most of the country from
September to January. Markets have adequate supplies and most households have
sufficient income for market purchases or are consuming their own production. Subsidized
rice, beans, wheat, and corn flour are available through the Strategic Food Reserve (REA).
The area planted for the second season or nacas is below-average due to reduced rainfall,
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groundwater, and river levels. Households typically consume maize, potatoes, beans,
onions, cabbage, carrots and, peppers from the nacas harvest from late October to mid-
march.  

In southwestern areas, decreased purchasing power among poor households continues to
drive Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes. Poor agricultural and agro-pastoralist households in
Huila, Cunene, and Namibe have reduced or no access to their own-produced crops.
Instead, they are relying on markets for food purchases. Many are intensifying typical
livelihood strategies for income through the sale of small animals and the production and
sale of alcohol from wild fruit production. There are anecdotal reports of increasing food
prices in these areas due to increased transport costs and low supplies.  These areas expect
an earlier-than-normal start of the lean season in September/October. As food prices
continue to increased, Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes will likely continue through January.
Delays in humanitarian food assistance in Huila and Cunene continue. After suspending
operations for two months, assistance is expected to restart in October. While food
commodities were distributed in the first cycle, WFP will be transitioning to vouchers during
the second assistance cycle in October.

For the upcoming 2022/23 agricultural season, below-average rainfall and a slow start of the
season are expected for much of the country. Low sales of subsidized seed and fertilizer are
reported in the southern region due to poor households being unable to afford them due to
below-average income reserves. Fertilizer prices increased in 2022, and in August, prices
were well above-average as supplies remained limited due to the Russia-Ukraine war. Agro-
pastoralist households in the southwest participating in livestock migration are unlikely to
return in time for the beginning of the 2022/23 cropping season.

The headline inflation continues a downward trend, decreasing from 21.4 percent in July to
19.78 percent in August. This decline is buoyed by the stable kwanza and the slowdown in
global commodity prices. However, this disinflation is insufficient in bringing a fall in domestic
prices which keep rising at a slower rate. Since July the prices of national and imported
products increased by 1.83 percent and 0.88 percent, respectively, with agriculture and
animal products posting the biggest price increase (1.88 percent). As a result, high inflation
will continue to constrain disposable incomes and personal consumption.

Region Contact Information: 
Email: fewsinquiry.south@fews.net
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