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HIGHLIGHTS

▪ Wetter than normal conditions were experienced in June-July period in several areas of the northern countries
except in in isolated areas in South Sudan, Sudan and northern Somalia. While the June-September season is still in
progress, it points to a likely third consecutive wetter than normal season, providing favourable conditions for
production activities.

▪ Harvesting of seasonal crops planted during the March-May period started in July in equatorial areas while those in
northern unimodal areas and western Kenya are in vegetative to reproductive stage and will be harvested later in
the year.

▪ Similarly, consecutive wet seasons have maintained the vegetation in better than normal condition particularly in
the pastoral and agropastoral areas, allowing for availability of pastures and browse for livestock.

▪ Flooding and landslides due to above-average rains continue to affect parts of South Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia
(Shabelle basin), and Sudan causing casualties, human displacement, infrastructural damage and crop losses. Some
of the areas are experiencing consecutive flooding that is eroding the livelihoods and resilience of affected
populations.

▪ The continued favourable rains and improved vegetation have continued to support the breeding and
development of desert locusts. While the infestation has declined in Kenya, Uganda and South Sudan, Ethiopia
remains the new epicentre due to local breeding and migration from the south and from Yemen.

▪ While the region has experienced consecutive favourable conditions since late 2019, drier than normal conditions
accompanied by warmer temperatures and delayed onset of rains are forecasted between October and
December in most of the region. This is likely to have devastating effects on water resources, crop and livestock
production, and livelihoods particularly in Somalia, southern Ethiopia, and pastoral areas of Kenya further
compounding the effects of the ongoing emergencies.
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In June and July, most northern areas that receive June-September season and the coastal strip
of Kenya and southern Somalia received rains while the pastoral and agropastoral areas in
Kenya, Somalia and southern Ethiopia were generally dry with less than 20mm of mm.
Cumulatively, most of south Sudan, western and northern Ethiopia, southwest Eritrea, northern
Uganda and western Kenya received over 100mm (Map on left).

Compared to long-term average, the performance was normal to wetter than normal
conditions except in isolated areas in South Sudan, Sudan and northern Somalia (Map on right).

June-July Seasonal Performance

Rainfall in the two months June to July 2020: Left, as amounts in mm, Right, as a percent of the average (blues for wetter than average conditions, browns for drier than average conditions).

The enhanced rains followed a wetter than normal March-May season
particularly in western Kenya, eastern Uganda, eastern South Sudan,
Ethiopia and Somalia. The cumulative effect of wetter than normal
conditions led to riverline and flash flooding in major river basins in
Ethiopia: Awash (Afar), Rib basin (Amhara), around Lake Abaya (Oromiya),
Gambella and SNNPR; the Shabelle basin in Somalia (affecting Hirshabelle,
South West, Jubaland States and Banadir regions); and the greater Upper
Nile in South Sudan. As a result, thousands of people were affected or
displaced in addition to inundating crops and /or pastures.2



Rainfall distribution in the first two months of the June-September season varied
over space and time as shown in the above monthly anomaly maps.

June was generally wetter than normal in western and northwest Kenya, central and
western Ethiopia, northern and southmost Somalia; southwest Eritrea, and parts of
eastern South Sudan (Map on left). Below-average conditions occurred in western
Equatoria and greater Bahr el Ghazal of South Sudan, Gambella and eastern areas of
Amhara and Tigray in Ethiopia, central Eritrea and parts of Sudan.

June-July Seasonal Distribution

In July, the rains intensified in northeast of the region (Djibouti, south Eritrea,
northeast Ethiopia), the coastal areas of Kenya, southern Somalia, parts of southeast
Ethiopia, and western Equatoria in South Sudan while they declined in northwest
Kenya (Map on right).

Rainfall in the month of June (left) and July (right) 2020, as a percent of the average (blues for wetter than average conditions, browns for drier than average conditions).
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Rainfall forecast point to a continued wetter than normal conditions in northern
sector countries in September and dry conditions in pastoral areas of Kenya,
southern Ethiopia and Somalia. The situation is however expected to significantly
change during October-December short-rains season associated with a likely La
Nina phenomenon. Drier than usual conditions are forecasted in most parts of
the region, including Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda, most of
Uganda, Kenya, southern, central and north-western Somalia and southern
Ethiopia while usual rains are likely in the coastal area of Sudan along the Red
Sea, western Uganda and northeast Somalia.

Generally, the rains are likely to be delayed over Burundi, eastern Kenya,
southern and central Somalia, southeaster Ethiopia and Tanzania. Elsewhere,
earlier than usual start is likely. Warmer than usual temperatures are also
expected over most of the region.

During previous La Nina years, depressed rains lead to drought conditions in
south-central Somalia, north and eastern Kenya, southern Ethiopia, and Karamoja
in Uganda with devastating effects on water resources, crop and livestock
production, livelihoods and food security. Areas likely to be worst affected are
those where production and harvests from July 2020 are below-average such as
Somalia because it will increase stressed and crisis food security outcomes
towards the end of the year and into 2021.

Considering the ongoing simultaneous emergencies in the region, including
floods, the desert locust invasion and the COVID-19 pandemic, there is a need to
put in place appropriate contingency plans, continue monitoring of the seasonal
performance, and plan for humanitarian response should the situation demand.

NMME: https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/international/nmme/nmme.shtml
IRI: https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/
ICPAC: https://www.icpac.net/seasonal-forecast/

Seasonal Outlook: September and October-December

ICPAC October-December 2020 rainfall forecast

NMME October-December 2020 rainfall forecast

NMME September 2020 rainfall forecast

IRI October-December 2020 rainfall forecast 4

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/international/nmme/nmme.shtml
https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/
https://www.icpac.net/seasonal-forecast/


Soil Moisture and Water

In July, above-average soil moisture conditions prevailed in most areas except in coastal areas in
central Somalia (Map on left). The enhanced soil moisture in southern areas of the region was as a
result of consecutive wetter than normal conditions.

Enhanced soil moisture has been crucial in supporting vegetation growth, both crops and pastures
(see page 7) and will enable currently growing crops to reach maturity, and maintain pastures in
pastoral areas during the dry period.

Negatively, it reduces water penetration into the soil causing increased flooding/waterlogging in low-
lying areas and landslides in hilly terrain.

15th Aug 2020

By mid-August, the water levels in most watering points is good according to FEWSNet Water
Points Monitoring System (Map on right), reflecting ample water availability for human and
livestock needs. Water availability will help livestock productivity and consequent food security
of dependent households, while minimising incidences of conflicts over resources, and the need
for livestock and human outmigration during this period of COVID-19.

Depressed rains likely towards the end of the year will however impact negatively on water
availability. Focus should now be on rehabilitating the existing water points and planning for
response for saving livelihood assets should the situation deteriorate e.g. planning for water-
trucking particularly in Somalia and other pastoral areas.

Soil moisture in July 2020; bluish for above-average and orange to reddish for 
below-average

Status of water points by 15th August 2020; Green for good and orange to reddish for alert 
to nearly-dry water points
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The favourable rains received since March 2020 have supported crop development in most
agricultural areas and reports indicate that the main season cereals to be harvested from
October/November in northern unimodal areas and western Kenya are in vegetative to
reproductive stage, while harvesting activities is underway in equatorial and southern parts of the
region.

According to the GeoGLAM Crop Monitor for July (map on left), crops in most agricultural areas
were in favourable condition except in areas affected by flooding/waterlogging, landslides and
desert locusts. Such include areas around the Lake Victoria basin in Kenya and Uganda, the
riverline areas of southern Somalia, and flood prone areas along the White Nile in South Sudan. In
Somalia, although the rains received in June-July have supported the late planted flood recession
crops, a below-average GU production (20-30 percent below-average) is expected due to effect of
flooding, desert locusts and insecurity. The below-average production in Somalia will impact on
food security outcomes in the remaining months of the year

It should further be noted that the 2020 agricultural season coincided with the outbreak of COVID-
19 pandemic and the consequent restrictions on movements, to some extent impacted on
agricultural activities through inadequate access to agricultural inputs (seeds, fertiliser), seasonal
farm labour supply, and hampered provision of extension service due to stay at home
requirements. A comprehensive analysis on the impact of these restrictions on crop production
and food security is not yet available.

While the forecasted below-average rains by the end of year will enable drying and harvesting of
crops in unimodal areas and western Kenya thereby lowering post-harvest losses, it will hinder
production particularly in marginal agricultural areas of south eastern Kenya and southern Somalia.
A consecutive poor production in Somalia will negatively impact on food availability and hence on
food security and nutrition situation.

Maize growing condition by 28th July 2020, (GeoGLAM)

Crop Production Situation and Outlook
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Vegetation and Livestock
By late July 2020, Satellite derived NDVI data indicated that the vegetation condition was still average to
above-average in most pastoral and agropastoral areas of Kenya, southern Ethiopia and Somalia except in
isolated areas in southern Somalia (Map below). This is despite some decline in parts of central Somalia
and southeast Ethiopia compared to end of May (Map on top) due to on-going dry season. However, the
situation still suggests there is unprecedented availability of pastures/browse for livestock thereby
allowing households access to livestock products for consumption.

There was notable improvement in agricultural areas in northern South Sudan and western Ethiopia
compared to late May due to on-going seasonal crop development. Some notable deterioration in parts of
eastern Amhara and Tigray in Somalia that could probably be due of Belg season crops or the effects of
flooding and Desert locusts.

In Eritrea, an early onset of seasonal rains in mid-June was followed by below-average precipitation from
late June until late July, resulted in a negative impact on vegetation conditions.

NDVI in late May (above) and July 2020 (below) a percent of the average
(greens for above average, browns for below average)

Because of continued favourable vegetation and water availability since the end of 2019, the livestock
body condition has largely been good to fair, and with improved production and productivity. Livestock
off-take to markets has been slowed by movement restrictions due to COVID-19 and due to practices by
livestock keepers to hold and fatten their stock during period of plenty.

Despite the increased wet conditions, there has been no major outbreak of diseases such as Rift Valley
Fever. However, surveillance of disease outbreaks in hotspot areas has been on-going and contingency
plans activated to respond should the need arise.

With the forecasted below-average rains towards the end of the year, it is expected that rangeland
deterioration will impact on availability of grazing resources impacting on body condition and productivity.
It will also trigger the need for outmigration in search of water and pastures, increase competition and
conflicts over available resources. It should be born in mind that livestock outmigration could also be
limited by movement restrictions for the prevention of COVID-19 especially across borders that would
increase the risk of accelerated deterioration of livestock body conditions.
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Changara

Control operations have reduced the Desert locusts' threat in parts of the region. However,
immature swarms persist in Samburu and Turkana Counties (Kenya) and on the plateau in
the northwest and northeast Somalia posing threat to production. This further suggests the
likelihood of continued presence during the October-December short rains in October.

Ethiopia remains the current epicentre of locust infestation with swarms being present in
eastern areas between Jijiga, Harar, Dire Dawa, near Djibouti border, and in Afar region,
partly due to several swarms migrating from Yemen. In July, the situation was calm in East
and west Haraghe zones of Oromiya and only partial damage to crops was reported in South
Wollo, Oromo zone, Waghimra and north Shewa zones of Amhara region. In August, some
swarms have been reported to cross into eastern Amhara from Afar. It is anticipated that the
favourable rains being received and improved vegetation will allow for breeding thereby
increasing locust infestations in coming months.

In Sudan and Eritrea, a few incidences of adult locusts have been cited given the favourable
rains received. There are chances of further breeding and movement into interior as climatic
conditions continue being favourable.

While impacts of Desert locusts since late 2019 have been minimal due to abundant
vegetation in most areas, their presence and likely below-average short-rains by end of the
year could heighten their impact on vegetation and crops. Continuous monitoring and
control operations need to be maintained.

Desert Locust

Extent of locust infestation by 8-14th August 2020 (FAO DLIS)
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Changara

Consecutive wetter than normal conditions since mid-2019 have led to soil saturation and rising
water levels in major river systems and water bodies increasing incidences of
flooding/waterlogging and landslides. During the March-May period, massive floods, and in some
instances landslides, were experienced in nearly all the countries with the worst situation in South
Sudan, Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda.

With continued intense rains since June, flooding incidences continue to affect parts of South
Sudan, Ethiopia and Somalia.

In South Sudan, the rising water levels in the White Nile have caused flooding in Jonglei State
particularly in the counties of Bor South, Twic East, Duk and Ayod counties displacing many
households, and destroying croplands and livestock. Similarly, the rising water levels in Akobo
river along the border with Ethiopia has led to flooding in Pochalla County. The recurrent flooding
events experienced in some of the counties since mid-2019 has eroded the resilience of affected
populations.

In Somalia, heavy rainfall in Ethiopian highlands coupled with intensified local rains resulted in
floods along the Shabelle river basin. Extensive flooding occurred in Belet Weyne district (in
Upper Shabelle), Mahadey Weyne, Jowhar, Balcad and Afgooye districts (in Middle and Lower
Shabelle) displacing populations and inundating many agricultural lands. Recurrent flooding in
some districts (e.g. Belet Weyne) has increased vulnerability among the affected populations.

In Ethiopia, floods in parts of Afar, Gambella, Oromia, and SNNP regions since July has displaced
more than 30,000 people. This is in addition to effect of landslides in SNNPR region. The National
Flood Plan estimates that over 2 million people could be affected by river and flash floods during
the 2020 Kiremt season – with over 430,000 (21 percent of the total population at risk) being
displaced.

In addition, flooding has also increased the risk of waterborne human and livestock diseases.

Flooding and Landslides

Floods in Bor Town, South Sudan, Aug 2020. Photo: UNHCR / Komma Godfrey

9



The June-July Hagaa rains were average to above-average except in
parts of Bari, Nugaal, Togdheer, Gedo, Bay and Juba (Map on top left).
They supported development of late planted crops in flood recession
areas thereby slightly improving the GU crop production to 20-30
percent below the long-term average.

However, the intense Hagaa rains and river flows from Ethiopian
highlands led to flooding (riverline and flash) along the Shabelle river
around Belet-Weyne and downstream districts inundating crops and
displacing populations.

Favourable vegetation conditions have persisted since end of 2019
due to wetter than average conditions (see the charts). This has
ensured availability of livestock resources for pastoralists. By late July,
only isolated areas in the south had below-average performance
possibly due to effect on flooding.

Projections for the October-December Deyr season however point to
depressed rains due to a possible La Nina phenomenon. Its
occurrence will negatively impact on rangelands and availability of
pastures and water.

Coupled with effects of below-average GU harvest, COVID-19, desert
locusts and underlying socio-economic factors, increased vulnerability
towards end of the year will likely lead to stressed and crisis
outcomes, especially in agropastoral and riverine livelihood zones,
through early 2021.

Contingency measures to protect livelihood assets and enhance food
security among the affected populations are needed.

SOMALIA Focus

Rainfall June to July 2020 as a percent of the average (blues for wetter,
oranges for drier than average conditions).

NDVI in late July 2020 a percent of the average (greens for above average,
browns for below average)

Seasonal profiles of vegetation and NDVI since September 2019. Dark (light) blue bars for current
(average) rainfall, dark (light) green line for current (average) NDVI.

https://dataviz.vam.wfp.org/seasonal_explorer
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The country has gone through wetter than normal conditions
since Oct 2019. While most pastoral areas are normally dry
between June and September, there were rains in June-July in
northwest and eastern areas.

The favourable climatic performance has maintained the
vegetation in better than normal condition since Sept 2019
(see the graphs). This implies there is availability of grazing
resources for pastoralists and agropastoralists. This minimises
the need for livestock outmigration, and competition and
conflicts over resources.

Crop harvesting started in mid-July in central and
southeastern agricultural areas. In western Kenya, crops are at
advanced stages of maturity and harvesting is expected from
October.

While the situation is currently favourable, projections for the
October-December short rains point to depressed rains in
pastoral areas that will hamper rangelands regeneration
impacting on availability of grazing resources for pastoralists
with negative consequences on food and nutrition security.

Positively, dry conditions in the western regions of the
country will allow for drying of mature crops reducing the
chances for post-harvest losses.

KENYA Focus

Rainfall June to July 2020 as a percent of the average (blues for wetter,
oranges for drier than average conditions).

NDVI in late July 2020 a percent of the average (greens for above average,
browns for below average)

Seasonal profiles of vegetation and NDVI since September 2019. Dark (light) blue bars for
current (average) rainfall, dark (light) green line for current (average) NDVI.

https://dataviz.vam.wfp.org/seasonal_explorer
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Since March the country has received favourable rains that
supported cropping in Equatorial states where crops are at
maturing/harvesting stage. Slightly better than last season’s
production is expected due to increased area under cultivation,
favourable rainfall, and relative stability except in parts of Central
Equatoria.

In northern unimodal areas, delayed start and dry spells have led to
below-average performance in parts of greater Bahr el Ghazal and
Upper Nile (Map on upper left), which has affected the
development of the seasonal crops.

The vegetation has generally been in better than normal condition
since September 2019 (see charts) particularly in eastern Equatoria
availing pastures for livestock. Nevertheless, regular flooding and
increased wetness poses threat of possible livestock disease
outbreaks such as Rift Valley Fever (RVF).

The country has faced recurrent flooding since 2019 as a result of
wetter than normal conditions, rising water levels in waterbodies,
and inflows from neighbouring countries. Currently, floods have
affected Jonglei (Bor South, Twic East, Duk and Ayod counties), Unity
(Mayendit, Koch & Leer counties), and parts of Lakes and Upper Nile
states through human displacement, and inundation of crops and
pastures.

The recurrent floods are eroding livelihoods and increasing
vulnerability among the affected populations. Efforts to strengthen
early warning early action for building community resilience to
floods should be encouraged.

SOUTH SUDAN Focus

Rainfall March to May 2020 as a percent of the average (blues for wetter,
oranges for drier than average conditions).

NDVI in late July 2020 a percent of the average (greens for above average,
browns for below average)

Seasonal profiles of vegetation and NDVI since September 2019. Dark (light) blue bars for
current (average) rainfall, dark (light) green line for current (average) NDVI.

https://dataviz.vam.wfp.org/seasonal_explorer
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In June-July period, average to above-average rains were received in
most of central, western and northern areas (Map on upper left). As
a result, crops are in favourable condition in most Meher growing
areas. If the climatic situation remains favourable, Meher harvests
are expected to be near-average.

The vegetation condition varied across the country. In the Belg
receiving areas of eastern Amhara, Tigray and western Afar declined
compared to June, which could signal the possible harvest of Belg
crops. Some impacts from vegetation inundation by floods and
damages by Desert locusts cannot be overruled in some areas.

In southern pastoral areas, though out of season through
September, the vegetation has remained generally better than
average since late 2019 (see trends in charts) denoting availability of
pastures that could could support livestock till next seasonal rains in
October.

The ongoing seasonal rains have led to riverline and flash flooding in
major river basins of Awash (in Afar), Rib basin (in Amhara), around
Lake Abaya (in Oromiya), Gambella and SNNPR; and landslides in
parts of SNNPR. Over 30,000 people were displaced by 6th of August
2020.

The country also faces the threat of the Desert locusts especially in
Afar, eastern Amhara, northern Somali and some zones in eastern
Oromiya due to presence of swarms and improved vegetation. This
is in addition to possible upward movement of locusts from Kenya
increasing threats to crop and pasture production.

ETHIOPIA Focus

Rainfall June to July 2020 as a percent of the average (blues for wetter,
oranges for drier than average conditions).

NDVI in late July 2020 a percent of the average (greens for above
average, browns for below average)

Seasonal profiles of vegetation and NDVI since September 2019. Dark (light) blue bars for
current (average) rainfall, dark (light) green line for current (average) NDVI.

https://dataviz.vam.wfp.org/seasonal_explorer
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Zacchaeus Ndirima

Zaccheus.Ndirima@wfp.org

Krishna Pahari

Krishna.Pahari@wfp.org

Rogerio Bonifacio

rogerio.bonifacio@wfp.org
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