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Security 
The security situation in south Sudan remained relatively stable. Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) attacks on 
the civilian population reportedly continued in Eastern Equatoria. The attacks took place in Gambella village 
(approximately 89 km east of Juba on Torit road) and Lowoi village (approximately 100 km east of Juba), 
displacing local populations. 
 
During the Security Management Team (SMT) meeting in Rumbek on 6 September, the OLS (Operation 
Lifeline Sudan) Security Officer reported that SPLM/A soldiers are being regrouped and transported from 
Rumbek to Juba and Malakal.  
 
Juba-Yei road re-opens after a decade  
On 5 September, the Government of South Sudan re-opened the 100-mile Juba-Yei road, which had been 
closed for more than a decade. The citizens of Juba turned out in large numbers to welcome a convoy of 
over 30 trucks that arrived from Yei to mark the occasion. In celebration, they slaughtered cattle, danced and 
sang praises to the SPLM/A. Addressing the crowd that had gathered at mile 40, the political advisor to the 
Government of South Sudan, Samuel Abu John, expressed regret about the slow pace of the UN in de-
mining and re-opening the road. The road provides a lifeline, linking Juba to East, West and Central Africa, 
and its re-opening will facilitate the movement of much needed commodities into Juba. For 20 years Juba 
relied solely on Khartoum for commodities transported by air. This resulted in a very high cost of living. With 
the re-opening of the Juba-Yei road, the cost of living is expected to decrease as commodities from Yei, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Uganda will enter the market. Despite its re-opening, UN staff are 
authorized to use the road only up until mile 40. UN Mine Action in Sudan (UNMAS) has not authorized UN 
travel beyond mile 40 as they are still working on the road.     
 
Tracking and monitoring of population movements starts in Kabo 
Tracking and monitoring exercises have effectively started in Kabo, about 12 km west of Juba, on the Juba-
Rokon road. A group of eight monitors are stationed in Kabo to carry out the exercises. The monitors are 
employed by OCHA and report to them. They work from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily and are mainly engaged 
in tracking and monitoring population movements and potential return areas as well as the safety of return 
routes. The information gathered is used for interventions by appropriate agencies within the Return and 
Reintegration Working Group. The forum was initiated by UNHCR and is an inter-agency working group, 
including the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), the Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission 
(SRRC), UN agencies and NGOs. The possibility of opening another station on the Juba-Yei road is being 
considered.  
 
Preparing for return in Malakal  
During a meeting with the Acting Administrative Supervisor and officials from relevant Ministries, the 
authorities confirmed that the plot of land where the way station is to be built south of Malakal will be 
protected by security forces. It should be noted that cattle raiders have been active south of Malakal and 
security in the area has been UNHCR’s main concern.  
 
UNHCR provides assistance to Juba Day Secondary School 
On 2 September, UNHCR provided Juba Day Secondary School with stationery and other materials. Juba 
Day is the only secondary school in Juba that has an English curriculum. As such, all returnee students from 
East Africa and SPLM/A-controlled areas have enrolled at the school, forcing it to absorb students beyond its 
normal capacity. Most of the returnee students face problems, including lack of stationery, food and 
accommodation in Juba. UNHCR is assisting the school by providing a borehole, pit latrines, fencing and 
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stationery. Windle Trust International (WTI), an international NGO specializing in education, visited Juba at 
the request of UNHCR to assess the educational situation and formulate projects. 
 
IDP survey for south Sudan to start in October 
On 6 September, the steering committee of the IDP survey project met at OCHA Rumbek to discuss progress 
on the project and to review timelines. It is hoped that the survey will start on 1 October and that the final 
report will be produced by 30 November. 
 
UNHCR undertakes mission to Pibor to assess situation of Ethiopian Anuak refugees 
UNHCR Juba undertook a mission to Pibor in Jongley State to asses the general situation of Anuak refugees. 
The authorities in Pibor had threatened to deport the refugees to Gambella as a result of an incident that took 
place late last month during which a group of about 100 refugees attacked a warehouse and looted seeds 
intended for cultivation. After discussions with the authorities, UNHCR received assurances that no forced 
repatriation would take place and that Sudan’s obligation as a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention 
would continue to be respected.  
 
During the mission, UNHCR received reports of a constant flow of new arrivals from Pochalla and Gambella 
into Pibor. There are currently 644 Anuak refugees in Pibor and this figure is expected to increase. This 
increase is exacerbating problems pertaining to scarce resources. UNHCR requested WFP to urgently 
update its lists and provide food to cover new arrivals. WFP last air-dropped food in Pibor in May 2005.  
 
Protection Working Group produces induction package 
At the Protection Working Group meeting in Rumbek on 7 September, participants agreed to assemble a 
“protection induction package” for humanitarian agencies, community-based organizations and local 
authorities. During the remainder of 2005, three training sessions to strengthen the capacity of community-
based protection networks are planned. A core group consisting of UNHCR, UNICEF, OCHA and NRC will 
meet to finalize the training package and determine three priority locations.  
 
Minimum construction standards for school buildings 
The Secretariat of Education invited UNHCR Rumbek to participate in a School Construction Sub-Working 
Group meeting from 31 August to 1 September. The draft minimum standards for the construction of school 
buildings submitted by the Secretariat was revised and discussed, resulting in the adoption of minimum 
criteria to be used as a guide by implementing partners for the construction of primary school buildings. 
 
Progress on Community-Based Reintegration Projects 
Yei 

• ACROSS conducted a three-day management workshop for parent-teacher associations of three 
primary schools. The training aimed to strengthen the capacity of communities to effectively 
participate in the management of schools. 

• Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) has started a two-week in-service training for 45 (44 male and one 
female) teachers of 30 UNHCR-supported primary schools. The training is intended to improve 
teacher skills in south Sudan, where many of the teachers do not have any formal training. 

• American Refugee Committee (ARC) has begun a three-week training for 15 counsellors who will 
work in voluntary testing centres (VCTs). After the training, 12 of the counsellors will be deployed to 
the five new VTCs (three in Kajo Keji, one in Morobo County and one in Lainya Country) which are 
expected to open by mid-September. 

• Thirteen kilometres of the Yei-Lasu road have been demined.  
 
Kajo Keji 

• ARC is constructing six primary health care units. 
• SUHA is constructing 11 primary health care units. 
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• ARC has drilled nine boreholes and rehabilitated 30. Water management committees have been 
trained for each of the boreholes. 

• Tools to support community efforts to dig latrines were distributed in Liwolo, Kangapol and Nyepo 
Payams. 

 
Sudanese refugees in the DRC are prepared to go home 
The death of John Garang has brought uncertainty in the refugee community at Aba site (DRC) on the future 
of the peace process. Refugees have expressed concern on whether UNHCR would still organize the 
voluntary repatriation operation planned for October. Refugees at the site have been preparing themselves 
mentally to go home in October. During the registration exercise in May-June (Aba, Dungu, Doruma), 85 
percent had indicated that they were willing to repatriate, five percent that they were willing to repatriate with 
conditions and 10 percent that they were not willing to repatriate. Many refugees did not plant during the rainy 
season in anticipation of their return.  
 
Survey results show that 82 percent of Sudanese refugees in Uganda would like to return  
On 2 September, a cross-border meeting took place in Kampala between UNHCR offices in the DRC, 
Uganda and south Sudan to discuss prospects for voluntary repatriation of Sudanese refugees in 2005 and 
2006. UNHCR Kampala shared the results of a recent survey conducted in eight refugee settlements.  A total 
of 5,379 households were surveyed, approximately 10 percent of the 54,271 refugee households in refugee 
settlements. Almost 40 percent of the households were headed by women (this fact may be important when 
prioritizing female-headed households for assistance upon return). Over 80 percent of all households had 
children in school and education ranked as the most important condition for return. Close to 70 percent of the 
households claimed to have at least one vulnerable family member. Twenty-three (23) percent of the 
refugees arrived in Uganda before 1993, 52 percent arrived between 1993 and 1995 and the remaining 25 
percent arrived thereafter. However, there was no correlation between date of arrival and intention to return. 
Eighty-two (82) percent stated that they wanted to return if certain conditions were met and 10 percent did 
not want to return, but most did not give reasons why. Eight percent were undecided. Areas of return were 
Torit (56 percent), Yei (15 percent), Kajo Keji (nine percent) and Juba (eight percent).  
 
Although most of the refugees wish to return before mid-2006, it is not likely that their conditions (schools, 
clinics, food security, water, shelter and mine clearing in that order) will have been met by then. Following the 
recommendations of the UNHCR/GTZ logistics mission, the need for an information campaign, “go and see” 
and “come and tell” visits were discussed during the meeting.   
 
Logistics mission to south Sudan releases final report with main findings 
The UNHCR/GTZ multi-sectoral mission that traveled to Western Equatoria, Aba (Democratic Republic of 
Congo - DRC) and Mboki (Central African Republic - CAR) from 18 July to 2 August to operationalize the 
logistics plan for repatriation just released its final report. Among its main findings, the team identified two 
priority corridors to start repatriation in 2005: 1) from Rudu, DRC (5,000 refugees) via Aba and Laso mainly to 
Yei by road and 2) from Mboki, CAR (planning figure of 10,000 refugees) mainly to Tambura by air. Most of 
the refugees in Rudu are from Yei and neighbouring counties. Refugees in Mboki originate from Tambura; 
however, there are also groups who will be returning to Ezo and Yambio.  
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 30 August 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 33,061,869 
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Security 
The security situation in the east remained stable. SPLM/A forces stationed in Kassala have started moving 
out of Es Showak. The Abuda-Um Ali and Wad El Hileau areas are still classified as “no go,” which limits 
UNHCR’s capacity to monitor the situation of refugees in the camps.  
 
Refugee status determination: acceptance rate for August is 100 percent 
During the reporting period, 263 asylum-seekers were registered, 228 persons were interviewed and 226 
were recognized as refugees. The total number of asylum-seekers screened and accepted for the month of 
August is 555. The number of asylum-seekers screened and accepted during the first week of September is 
58 persons. The acceptance rate for the month of August stands at 100 percent and for the first week of 
September at 97 percent. All the accepted cases have been transferred from Wad Sherifey to Kilo 26 where 
they are receiving protection and assistance. UNHCR has launched an in-house refugee status determination 
training for COR (Commissioner for Refugees) adjudicators.  
 
Resettlement caseload 
UNHCR identified and conducted preliminary interviews of 45 families (248 persons). The Office is 
considering 33 cases (177 persons) for resettlement. In addition, four families are departing from Um Gargur 
to resettlement countries.  
 
Regional conference on challenges and solutions for refugees 
A regional conference entitled “Challenges and Solutions for Refugees Hosted in the Eastern Region” was 
organized by the State of Kassala, with the support and funding of UNHCR, on 27 August. The conference 
was attended by more than 100 people including several high level government officials, police and security 
officers, elders from host communities as well as representatives of UN agencies. 
 
Anti-malaria campaign is conducted in Kassala area 
UN agencies and the State of Kassala are joining efforts and resources to combat malaria in the Kassala 
area, which hosts more than 30,000 refugees. UNHCR is contributing with preventive medicine and mosquito 
nets. UNHCR has also donated two used landcruisers to Kassala hospital to be used as ambulances. 
 
Health and nutrition status in camps is stable 
The health and nutrition status in the ten camps (with a population of over 100,000) is stable. Malaria still 
leads in morbidity and mortality (47 percent), followed by respiratory tract infections (15 percent). The 
incidence of diarrhea decreased to 11 percent. More children are being registered in supplementary and 
therapeutic feeding programmes. Food distribution since July was reduced to half ration and the last nutrition 
survey revealed that acute malnutrition is over 12 percent. 
 
Activities for the youth 
Discussions on youth centres and camp organization took place between youth committee members (boys 
and girls) from Abuda and Um Gargur, COR and UNHCR. The site for the centre in Abuda has been 
demarcated by a green fence. UNHCR contributed with plastic sheeting for an outdoor shelter to be 
constructed by the youth. Planned activities include computer courses, sewing classes, kindergarten, 
concerts and sports as well as awareness-raising on HIV/AIDS and female genital mutilation. The youths are 
planning to raise funds for the centre through small membership fees.  
 
Informal network on HIV/AIDS created among agencies  
During the second week of August, UN agencies, NGOs and the Government in Kassala and Gedarif States 
organized a coordination meeting on HIV/AIDS. Thirty-six persons from nine local and international NGOs 
and representatives from the Ministry of Health, COR, WFP, UNFPA and UNHCR participated. The 
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prevalence of HIV/AIDS in the two states was discussed, including programmes, gaps and needs. The risk of 
stigma towards refugees and IDPs who are commonly, but wrongly (according to recent statistics) perceived 
as main transmitters of the disease was raised. An informal network between the agencies was created and it 
was decided to conduct quarterly HIV/AIDS meetings. Trained community members, as well as youths, have 
expressed interest in enhancing awareness-raising activities on HIV/AIDS as well as female genital mutilation 
in the camps through a “food for training” project.  
 
UNHCR, NGO and medical staff are trained on HIV/AIDS 
Officers from UNHCR Pretoria and UNHCR's Regional Office in Nairobi conducted two-day training sessions 
on HIV/AIDS in Es Showak. The training programme included basic facts on HIV/AIDS, myths and realities 
(including those surrounding refugees), UNHCR policies and priorities with regard to HIV/AIDS and 
international standards and regional instruments. The first day of training was for 35 medical and community 
services staff of partner NGOs, doctors of local hospitals and representatives of the Ministry of Health. The 
second day of training was for UNHCR staff. Approximately 35 staff participated. Many participants said that 
before the training they were not adequately informed about HIV/AIDS and would share the knowledge 
gained with family members and friends.  
 
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 30 August 
Requirements: US$ 15,210,745 
2005 Contributions: US$ 11,131,180 
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Security 
The security situation in West Darfur has deteriorated, especially in the Masteri–Beida–Arara pocket and on 
the road El Geneina–Mornei–Habila. Two serious incidents occurred on 1 September. The first incident 
involved seven NGO vehicles traveling in convoy from Beida to El Geneina via Kango Haraza and Masteri. 
The convoy was attacked by about 20 men wearing uniforms. The attackers looted the vehicles, ordered the 
humanitarian staff to lie down on the ground, beat them with sticks and rifle butts and threatened them that if 
they were to travel again on that road they would be killed. A total 17 persons were injured in the incident. All 
remaining NGO staff in Beida were evacuated to El Geneina by AU helicopter on 4 September. The second 
incident also involved an NGO convoy and took place on the El Geneina–Mornei road, some four km east of 
the Habila-Kanari police check-point. The convoy was attacked by eight men who looted the vehicles and 
robbed the drivers of their personal belongings. Furthermore, on 6 September, an NGO vehicle carrying staff 
salaries was attacked and robbed, just 10 km east of El Geneina on the Mornei road. As a result of these 
incidents, which have raised questions about the Government’s responsibility in protecting humanitarian 
operations, the Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator, Mr. Manuel Da Silva, met with the authorities in El 
Geneina. The authorities committed to increase security patrols in the concerned areas.  
 
The UN Departement of Safety and Security (UNDSS) has reported increased armed activities north and 
northeast of Jabal Moon and predicts a potential large-scale conflict between Arab nomads and outlaws 
assisted by Zaghawas from Chad due to the official dismissal of General Jibrail and his second in command 
from the National Movement for Reforms and Development (NMRD).  
 
In South Darfur, the areas of Mershing, Manawashi and Duma have experienced serious security incidents 
with the recent attack on 5 September by 18 armed men from the Saada Arab tribe. IDP leaders reported that 
cattle and goats were looted and that IDP men and women were beaten and tortured. The Government 
reported attacks by the SLA south of Nyala in the areas of Malal, Abu Ajura and Grega 35 km south of 
Gereida and Umher, while the AU reported attacks by militias on horseback in the same area. 
 
UNHCR opens field office in Mukjar  
UNHCR has opened a field office in Mukjar. On 27 August, UNHCR paid a courtesy visit to the Acting 
Commissioner to inform him about UNHCR’s presence and role in Mukjar as well as to discuss future 
cooperation with the authorities. The Acting Commissioner thanked UNHCR and said it was the first time that 
an agency coming to Mukjar paid a visit to the authorities to inform them of its activities.  
 
AU CivPol to establish permanent presence in Mukjar and El Geneina IDP camps  
On 29 August, UNHCR met the AU CivPol Sector Commander who was on mission to Mukjar to prepare for 
future deployment of CivPol to the area – CivPol will establish positions near IDP camps and work closely 
with the police and the authorities. The team will include five women. Furthermore, the AU CivPol reported to 
the Protection Working Group that it will establish a permanent presence in the IDP camps around El 
Geneina by the end of September.      
 
AU reinforces its position in Mukjar 
On 30 August, the AU deployed 40 additional troops of the Rwandan battalion to Mukjar to re-enforce its 
position. Construction activities are taking place in the AU camp to accommodate more troops, which will 
increase patrol coverage and improve security in the zone. 
 
Occupation of abandoned villages by nomadic groups continues 
UNHCR has received additional information from sheikhs regarding possible cases of occupation of 
abandoned villages by nomadic groups. UNHCR will verify this information in the coming weeks. Besides 
documenting the cases, UNHCR continues to raise the issue with the local authorities who do not deny the 
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phenomenon and its implications but consider it as a temporary one, occurring in conjunction with the rainy 
season. 
 
Compensation Committee stops its activities in West Darfur 
During a meeting with a judge of the appeal court in El Geneina, UNHCR was informed that the Commission 
for Compensation stopped its activities in West Darfur at the end of June 2005. Reportedly, a total of about 
15,000 applications have been collected in the four-month period during which the Commission was 
functioning but no payments have been made so far. The exercise was largely boycotted by the two main 
African groups of West Darfur, the Fur and the Massalit. 
 
UNHCR and HelpAge International deliver items to elderly IDPs and returnees 
UNHCR, in conjunction with HelpAge International, conducted three missions to villages in the El Geneina 
area (Muli, Sandi Kero and Murriat) where non-food items (pots, pans, utensils, kettles, cups and mats) were 
distributed to 127 elderly IDPs and returnees who had earlier been assessed as being in need. 
 
Protection Working Group discusses firewood patrol meetings 
In Zalingi, the Protection Working Group discussed the firewood patrol meetings. The camp coordinator 
suggested closing the meetings to relevant stakeholders at the request of some IDP women who complained 
that they did not feel comfortable at the meetings. The Protection Working Group agreed that UNHCR would 
continue to attend such meetings but that no other agency would participate unless specifically invited.   
 
Trainings for Nertiti camps in Zalingi 
In Zalingi, UNHCR conducted training on hygiene promotion and sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) 
in the Nertiti camps on 3-4 September. Two more days of training on the same subjects are scheduled for the 
Nertiti camps in the near future. Fuel-efficient training will be conducted after the rainy season.  
 
Progress on Community-Based Reintegration Projects 
From 15 to 22 August, UNHCR visited Danish Refugee Council (DRC) project sites in Zalingi to monitor 
progress to date and discuss activities for the remainder of 2005. So far, DRC has undertaken two projects 
with UNHCR support. One project in Zalingi town consists of school construction - DRC has built 15 
classrooms at the request of the Ministry of Education. The other project in Treij consists primarily of 
livelihood restoration activities funded by FAO (donkey, seed and tool distribution and a planned fuel-
efficiency stove training) and the construction of a large training centre and agricultural store funded by 
UNHCR. UNHCR noted that the activities lacked community participation but also that DRC has invested 
considerable effort in establishing agricultural committees and in reaching out to the Arab communities in the 
Treij area damras. These confidence-building initiatives among the various tribes have seemingly resulted in 
improved relations and a willingness to share environmental resources. DRC is keen to expand operations to 
cover the Mukjar locality in 2006.   
 

Construction of training centre in Treij and school in Zalingi. UNHCR/A. Mundt 
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Population movements in South Darfur  
The relocation of IDPs from Al Geer to Otash camp is still pending. HAC has not yet received a letter of 
confirmation for the use of land from the Ministry of Social Welfare. The relocation of 18,000 IDPs from 
Kalma to Al Salaam camp has also not taken place yet. According to IOM, Al Salaam site remains 
inappropriate due to flooding as well as insecurity in the surrounding villages where nomads continue to 
threaten IDPs returning to cultivate in the villages. IOM has closed the case until HAC defines the perimeter 
of Al Salaam. 
 
Southern IDPs in Otash camp continue to request that the humanitarian agencies help them return to south 
Sudan in the areas of Bahr El Gazal and Aweil. The agencies are discussing it in the Return Working Group 
but no decision has been taken yet. 
 
Decree to stop harassment of humanitarian workers dealing with SGBV cases 
Since the humanitarian agencies were informed of the Ministry of Health’s decree that stops harassment of 
humanitarian workers by national security and police handling SGBV cases, the situation has improved but 
the challenge with regard to legal procedure remains. The authorities have accepted the accusations against 
military and police officials who committed sexual violence, but have not handed over the perpetrators to 
justice.  
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 30 August 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 9,921,024 
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Sudanese refugee women in Iridimi camp show the attacks that caused them to flee. UNHCR/K. McKinsey 

 
Security 
For the most part, the security situation in eastern Chad remained calm. Highway bandit attacks and cattle 
theft have significantly diminished in the last weeks. The improved situation is attributed to increased security 
measures on both sides of the Chad/Sudan border. On the Chadian side, anti-terror brigades have been 
established in several departments and they monitor the Adre–Ade-Tissi axis closely, searching for and 
seizing weapons. Meanwhile, joint patrols of gendarmes, police and army circulate throughout Abeche at 
night. The patrols have the authority to arrest anyone caught carrying firearms illegally, including uniformed 
members of the military after 21h00.   
 
Military troops who had abandoned their post at Kounou (south of Adré) have been ordered to return. 
Discussions are ongoing between the governorate and the military concerning the desirability of increasing 
the number of troops serving in the area. The earlier departure of troops from Kounou had prompted 
significant population movements towards Koloi in April and later on in July 2005. 
 
An increased presence of Chadian national army troops has been reported in Guereda. Initial reports 
indicated that the troops were withdrawing from the north, where they had previously been assigned. 
 
Humanitarian coordination in Chad 
On 29 August, the Humanitarian Coordinator and OCHA formally presented to UN agencies, NGOs and the 
Government the sectoral groups which underpin the structure of humanitarian coordination in Chad. Seven 
groups have been created, each one co-presided by a UN agency and one or more governmental ministries. 
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UNHCR co-chairs the Protection and Peaceful Co-existence Sectoral Group together with the Ministries of 
Territorial Administration, Justice and Defence.   
 
UNHCR opens field office in Farchana 
UNHCR opened a field office and guesthouse in Farchana. Staff previously based in Adré moved to the new 
premises, which are much closer to the refugee camps.  
 
Sexual and gender-based violence in Bahai may be under-reported 
UNHCR is concerned that cases of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) in Bahai are under-reported 
by the gendarmes owing to a perception on their part that the appropriate forum for resolution of such 
problems is a traditional one. Training on the issue and additional awareness campaigns will be initiated.  
Some are already underway, such as the workshops in Iriba and Guereda led by the Christian Children’s 
Fund (CCF). 
 
Child protection training to be conducted in all camps 
The first part of the child protection training programme targeting focal points, partners, refugees and local 
authorities has been conducted in Iriba. Based on the Convention on the Rights of the Child and inter-agency 
guiding principles on separated and unaccompanied children, the training incorporates discussion on child 
protection, child friendly interviewing techniques, the identity of child abusers and the difference between 
separated and unaccompanied minors. The training will be given in all 12 camps in eastern Chad and will 
continue until the end of October. 
 
UNHCR organizes second sanitation workshop 
UNHCR organized a three-day workshop on sanitation. This was the second such workshop this year.  
Representatives with responsibility for sanitation from UNHCR, UNICEF, NGOs and the Ministry of Health 
participated in the workshop. The workshop was facilitated by UNHCR and OXFAM, its main objectives being 
to build the capacity of NGO staff working in the sector, to allow those involved in the sector to share their 
experiences with others and to learn how to implement efficient sanitation activities. A follow-up workshop will 
be organized towards the end of the year.  
 
Women at Gaga camp start micro-credit scheme  
Women at the new Gaga camp have, of their own initiative, begun a micro-credit scheme wherein each 
woman contributes a small sum of money per month to a fund which is loaned out to members to start up 
small businesses. Thus far, the women have been able to provide loans to jumpstart weaving, mat-making, 
pasta and knitting projects. It appears that to date men in the camp generally do not favour the scheme.  
 
Refugees identify income-generating activities for persons with special needs 
With CORD’s support, a group of refugees has identified income-generating activities for men and women 
targeting children, the elderly and other persons with special needs. The activities will generate finished 
products from locally-available material using, for instance, empty oil tins from food distributions to make 
cooking pots and toys for children. 
 
Study begins on refugees’ impact on the environment 
Phase 3 of the study implemented by CIRAD concerning the impact of the refugees on the environment has 
begun with the arrival of the consultant. The consultant is tasked with finalizing data collection and 
developing impact indicators to assess the environmental changes around the camps.  
 
Improving livelihoods of local populations 
As part of UNHCR’s planning of projects aimed at enhancing livelihoods of the local population, the 
coordination unit for the vetting and approval of projects submitted to the prefectural level has approved the 
provision of educational facilities to two villages in the Dar Tama Department (Senere and Koursigue). The 
project will be implemented in close collaboration with the Ministry of Education, UNICEF and WFP. UNHCR 
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will be in charge of classroom construction while UNICEF will contribute latrines and water points. WFP will 
contribute a school meal programme. The rehabilitation of the health centre at Birak (approximately 65 km 
from Guereda) was also approved. The health centre covers the population within a 20 km radius of Birak, 
including refugees settled at the border. 
 
Upcoming repatriation of 1,500 Chadians from Central African Republic (CAR) 
UNHCR is preparing for the imminent repatriation of 1,542 Chadian nationals residing in northern CAR who 
had opted in 2001 to remain in CAR. The repatriation to Chad is scheduled to commence on 19 September. 
The camp in northern CAR will be closed.   
 
Influx of refugees from CAR continues 
According to the authorities in the sub-prefecture of Bekam, as many as 2,000 additional refugees may have 
arrived from CAR. Access to Bekam is hindered by the flooding of the bridge. Following the arrival of 
additional tents from UNHCR’s office in Abeche, the relocation of newly-arrived refugees from CAR has been 
resumed. More than 800 refugees residing in Mballa and Kaba villages will be transferred by convoy to 
Amboko refugee settlement, near Gore. The Government meanwhile has authorized UNHCR to begin 
looking for an additional site near Gore to house the new arrivals. Since the recent influx began shortly after 3 
June 2005, a total of 8,473 refugees have been relocated to Amboko settlement. 
 
Ministers from Chad, CAR and Cameroon meet to address the situation in northern CAR   
Recognizing the deterioration in the security situation in northern CAR and its impact on neighbouring 
countries, Ministers from Chad, CAR and Cameroon met with senior officials from the UN and regional 
organizations in Yaoundé (Cameroon) on 25-26 August to discuss the situation. At the end of the meeting, 
they issued a statement calling upon the Heads of State of the three countries to establish, among other 
things, a Tripartite Agreement on border security, commissions to investigate the causes of border insecurity 
and joint border patrols. 
 
Inter-agency planning for the south 
Encouraged by the High Commissioner’s visit and support for the operation in southern Chad, UNHCR met 
with UNICEF, WFP, FAO, OCHA and the Humanitarian Coordinator to discuss inter-agency approaches to 
programming in the south in 2006. There was a shared recognition that the level of and quality of assistance 
in the south needs to be enhanced, a contingency plan elaborated in case of further influxes and a revised 
budget submitted.   
 
Situation in Damanadji is calm 
The Head of the UNHCR office in Damanadji and national refugee authorities travelled to the village of Sido 
near the CAR border to get a clearer picture of events on the other side. It appears that, despite incidents of 
highway banditry and other common crimes, the situation in the region remains calm, with no significant 
movement of people.   
    
Assistance to urban refugees 
UNHCR met with 115 urban refugees during the reporting period, most of whom, approximately 50 persons, 
inquired about skills training opportunities. Another 30 persons inquired about medical assistance, while the 
remainder asked about social or other assistance. Exceptionally, seven were granted financial assistance 
and five housing assistance. Summer school for 25 urban refugee children will begin this month. Six refugees 
have been awarded scholarships to pursue university studies. 
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 30 August 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 46,795,260  
 


