
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

944 mt of food assistance distributed 

US$ 0 m cash-based transfers made 

US$ 3.8 m six months (May-October 2021) net 

funding requirements 

121,550 people assisted  

in April 2021 

WFP Côte d’Ivoire 
Country Brief 
April 2021    
 

 

 

 

Operational Context 

With an estimated 26.4 million inhabitants, Côte d’Ivoire has 

maintained peace and experienced remarkable economic recovery 

since the end of the 2010-2011 post-electoral crisis. Despite its 

growth, almost half of the population (46 percent) continues to live 

under the poverty line and the majority of the population suffers 

from the triple burden of malnutrition, represented by 

micronutrient deficiencies, undernutrition and overnutrition, 

slowing down WFP’s efforts towards Zero Hunger.   

Since 1969, WFP Côte d’Ivoire has been providing support in 

alignment with the national context. WFP’s operations are currently 

focused on development interventions to improve food security, 

reduce malnutrition, enhance education achievements, and 

minimize gender inequalities. Activities are concentrated in 

northern and western rural areas, which are known to have higher 

concentration of food insecure and vulnerable populations.  

Côte d’Ivoire is observing a decline of active COVID-19 cases. As of 1 

May 2021, 46,150 cases are reported (including 45,644 recovered, 

287 deaths and 219 active) and over 163,000 people have been 

vaccinated across the country under the COVAX initiative. WFP is 

continuing its operations and activities while strictly abiding by the 

health and sanitary measures to ensure the safety of its staff, 

partners, and beneficiaries. 

 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 

162 out of 189 countries 

 Chronic malnutrition: 21.6% of children 

between 24-59 months 

 

2018 Food insecurity: 10.8 % of 
the population 
 

2019 Gender Inequality Index: 153 

out of 162 countries 

 

Operational Updates 

• Côte d’Ivoire is finalizing the national preparedness 

and readiness operational plans to fight against Ebola, 

as the immunization scales up in Guinea to curb the 

recent outbreak. The surveillance and screening checks 

are in place at the border controls and rapid response 

teams are being deployed to support the 

implementation of preparedness plans in certain 

health districts. To support national efforts, WFP has 

conducted evaluation on the readiness of various entry 

points of regions and districts. WFP also conducted 

data collection on the food security level in regions 

near the western border to assess gaps and potential 

needs. 

• Recent terrorist attacks in the northern and north-

eastern regions raise uncertainties in the security 

landscape of the country. As the affected regions 

overlap with the WFP-supported school feeding 

project sites, it had an operational impact on WFP and 

its partners, resulting in the suspension of certain 

school canteen monitoring activities and field missions 

in the concerned regions. 

• In April, 119,128 schoolchildren were reached through 

the national school feeding programme in 613 WFP-

assisted schools. Most of the monitoring activities 

were conducted remotely due to unstable security 

context.  

• The harvest of off-season crops (e.g. onion, cabbage, 

eggplant, etc.) was disrupted this year due to water 

shortage and rainfall in the regions. It has caused some 

of the most affected smallholder farmers to abandon 

their vegetable cultivation, mostly in the northern 

areas, where the climate risk vulnerability is one the 

greatest in the country. To alleviate some of the 

challenges of water scarcity that continue to impact 

the livelihood of farmers, WFP installed six water wells 

in support of its farmer groups in the most vulnerable 

communities. Additional installation of water wells is 

being planned. 

Contact info: Min Lee (minjung.lee@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Ussama OSMAN 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/cote-ivoire 

Main photo: Credit: WFP/Min Lee 

Caption: Joint mission of WFP, WHO, IOM, UNICEF on the Ebola 

preparedness and readiness operational plans in the western regions.  
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Beneficiary Story: In continuous search 

for water  

WFP is assisting a smallholder farmer group in the 

village of Koni, located in the northern region of Côte 

d’Ivoire, through the Smallholder Agricultural Market 

Support (SAMS) programme. “We really need water for 

our plots of land. This year has been terrible. It barely 

rained and it really impacted our harvest,” said a farmer 

in the Beltinin farmer group. The issue of water scarcity 

in the region is a growing concern for these farmers 

who solely depend on agriculture activities for their 

livelihood. “We had to dig the water well deeper to have 

more water, but it still wasn’t enough.” Some of the 

women farmers report leaving their home as early as 

5AM to collect water, but most end up waiting long 

hours before the water rises enough to water their 

crops. Despite these efforts, the Beltinin farmer groups 

only harvested 3 tons of onions this year compared to 5 

tons in the previous year. In hopes to alleviate some of 

the challenges of water scarcity, WFP recently installed 

six water wells in support of its farmer groups and 

additional installation is being planned. WFP will 

continue to follow up with the farmer groups to track 

the progress in order to better address their needs.  

  

Photo: Dried water well (left) and agricultural sites (right) in Koni 

village  

 

Challenges 

• Due to the fluctuating climate and temperature 

variability resulting in water shortages, WFP-

assisted smallholder farmer groups yielded low 

harvest this year. Financial support will allow WFP 

to provide irrigation systems in areas with limited 

water resources. Approximate net funding 

requirements (6 months) for the implementation of 

resilience strengthening activities targeting 

smallholder farmers (strategic result 4 of the 

Country Strategic Plan) is estimated at USD 3.2 

million.  

Donors 

Top donors to WFP Côte d’Ivoire Country Strategic Plan 2019-

2023 include the USA and private donors.  

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2019-2023) 

2021 Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

2021 Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

21.9 m 1.2 m 3.8 m 
 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Primary-school-age children and their households in 

food-insecure areas have access to adequate nutritious food all year 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Provide school meals, take-home rations complementary services to 

primary-school-age children during the school year and promote the 

purchase of locally produced food for school meals. 

Strategic Outcome 2: Populations affected by shocks have access to food to 

cover their basic food and nutritional needs during and in the aftermath of 

shocks 

Focus area:  Crisis response  

Activities: 

• Provide an integrated assistance package to affected populations, 

including food assistance, SBCC and specialized nutritious food to 

children aged 6-59 months, pregnant and lactating women and girls 

and people living with HIV, to improve access to food and prevent 

malnutrition. 

Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition   

Strategic Outcome 3: Vulnerable food-insecure populations in targeted areas – 

particularly children, women of child-bearing age and people living with HIV – 

have improved nutritional status by 2023 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Support the implementation of the national nutrition programme, 

with a focus on the development and implementation of a gender-

responsive social behaviour change communication strategy; the 

implementation of the national strategy for the fortification of 

regularly consumed staples; enhancement of the primary education 

curriculum to include nutrition; and the generation of evidence on 

the activities in the national multisectoral nutrition plan. 

Strategic Result 4: Sustainable food systems   

Strategic Outcome 4: Targeted populations and communities have stronger 

livelihoods, are more resilient to climate and other shocks and benefit from 

more efficient and equitable value chains and sustainable food systems by 2023 

Focus area:  Resilience building 

Activities:  

• Provide an integrated and gender-transformative assistance package 

to smallholder farmers, especially women’s farmer groups, 

comprising training on good agricultural practices, equipment and 

social behaviour change communication-related activities that place 

value on local agricultural potential, asset creation and targeted food 

assistance; and provide technical support for generating evidence to 

inform the scale-up of farmer groups’ activities. 

Strategic Result 5:  Countries have strengthened capacities 

Strategic Outcome 5: National institutions have strengthened capacity to 

better target and manage food security, nutrition and social protection 

programmes by 2023 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Provide technical support to national partners in their efforts to 

address school feeding, food security, nutrition, social protection 

and emergency preparedness and response.   

 


