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HIGHLIGHTS 
• CAP funding status 
• Varying harvest projections 
• Cholera outbreak continues in three provinces 
• UN - GoZ dialogue on Operation Murambatsvina  
• Child labour statistics cause for concern  
• Inflation tops one thousand percent 
 
I. FUNDING  
CAP Funding Status  
• Reliefweb Financial Tracking Service (www.reliefweb.int/fts) indicates that as of 29 May 

approximately 19% of the required USD $277 million has been committed against the 2006 CAP 
for Zimbabwe. This percentage, however, under represents the actual funding thus far received 
toward humanitarian activities in the country. In support of the Humanitarian Coordinator, OCHA 
Zimbabwe is focusing on accuracy in reporting on contributions towards the appeal. They are 
consulting with donors, NGOs and UN agencies to regularly provide updates on the pledges and 
received funding via Reliefweb.    

• The CAP mid-year review has begun with the sector working groups currently in the process of 
reviewing sector analyses and projects in order to determine any changes in the humanitarian 
programme for the rest of the year.  

 
Zimbabwe receives USD $1 million from the CERF Grant 
• On 10 May the Emergency Response Coordinator announced that Zimbabwe was allocated USD $1 

million from the UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) as part of the ten most under-
funded emergencies in the world.  The Inter Agency Standing Committee (IASC) in Zimbabwe  met 
on 26 May to review seven project proposals for the grant.  The Committee agreed to have the funds 
equally distributed to the health (focus on cholera response), nutrition, shelter and child protection 
priority projects. 

 
II. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION ANALYSIS 
Food security and livelihoods 
• According to the Central Statistical Office (CSO), Zimbabwe requires 1.4 million tons of cereals to 

feed its 11.8 million population per year. However, there are contradicting reports on the expected 
yield of cereals during the maize harvest this year (between February and end of May).  
Government projections hold at 1.8 million tons (900,000 tons to be sold to the Grain Marketing 
Board and 900,000 retained by farmers) whereas the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
projected a total 900,000 tons, while other independent forecasters put the harvest at 1.2 million 
tons.  

• For details on the joint government, UN, NGO and donor Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (ZimVAC) assessments of rural and urban areas, see section IV. Assessments, Field 
Missions and Advocacy. 

• For details on the June 2006 joint FAO/NGO survey on the Impact of Agricultural Humanitarian 
Assistance in 2005/06, see section IV. Assessments, Field Missions and Advocacy. 

  
Health 
• As of 22 May the Ministry of Health reported that the cholera outbreak initially effecting seven 

provinces within Zimbabwe since December 2005, has resulted in 991 confirmed cases and 64 
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deaths.  The outbreak remains active in three districts and provinces of Guruve (Mashonaland 
Central) where 48 cases and fifteen deaths have been reported; Kariba (Mashonaland West) with 28 
cases with two deaths and Chiredzi (Masvingo) with twenty cases and no deaths.  NGOs and UN 
agencies are supporting the government response to the outbreak with medical assistance and 
supplies.  WHO and UNICEF have specifically provided the following resources and medicines to 
Guruve: 400 kg chloride of lime disinfectant, 100 L sodium hypochlorite for disinfection and 
sterilization, ten boxes of ringer lactate (I.V.) fluid, ten tents, four technical staff members, 2,000 L 
bowsers of water, four electric generators, twenty cholera beds, 50,000 aqua tabs and 40 buckets.  

• Government media reported on 25 April that fees at public hospitals were increased from $300,000 
to between $800,000 - $1 million Zimbabwean dollars.  This was reportedly done to improve the 
quality of service in said hospitals.   The hike comes on the heels of a 100 per cent increase in fees 
by private doctors, clinics and hospitals.  The health sector appears to be one of the hardest hit by 
Zimbabwe's worsening economic situation, with reports being received that conditions in the public 
hospitals have deteriorated as drugs and trained staff are in short supply.  

 
Nutrition 
• Further to reports of increased hospital fees affecting the general healthcare of the population, it was 

indicated during the UN/NGO Nutrition Working Group on 5 May that such fees are causing 
parents to withdraw their children from Therapeutic Feeding Centres in some locations.  UNICEF 
discussed the issue with the Ministry of Health whereupon it was reported that fees should be 
waived for under-fives and over 65.  Further details forthcoming. 

• For details on World Vision Zimbabwe’s Bulawayo Urban Vulnerability Assessment, see section IV. 
Assessments, Field Missions and Advocacy. 

 
Child Protection 
• During the week of 14 May the Central Statistical Office (CSO) reported that at least 423,880 

children in Zimbabwe are involved in child labour due to social and economic hardships. This 
accounts for approximately sixteen per cent of school-aged children in the country. 
 

Shelter and NFIs 
• On the one-year anniversary of Operation Murambatsvina the need for shelter at Hopley Farm and 

Hatcliffe Extension remains high as the two areas have the largest numbers of vulnerable people 
awaiting allocation of housing under the government’s reconstruction programme, Operation 
Garikai. To date, in Hatcliffe Extension, IOM has provided an estimated 740 HHs with shelter; and 
352 HHs in Hopley Farm.  IOM has identified an additional estimated 5,500 HHs in need of shelter 
assistance across the country, of which there are a total of 750 HHs in Harare, Mutare, Manicaland 
and Victoria Falls. Further to this, government sponsored media sources reported as recently as the 
week of 7 May additional evictions took place.  This could result in an increased need for shelter 
and other assistance. 

• UN-HABITAT is now established in Zimbabwe and has USD $50,000 earmarked for shelter in 
Hopley Farm and Hatcliffe Extension.  

 
Water and Sanitation 
• During the Water and Sanitation Working Group meeting on 28 April World Vision International 

(WVI) and the University of Zimbabwe (UZ) presented a joint case study on sustainability of water 
and sanitation projects based on the organisations work in Mkumbura communal lands from 
January – August 2003.  The study found that during this time period WVI/UZ drilled 22 boreholes, 
rehabilitated 52 boreholes, constructed ten toilets and trained pump monitors, health workers, 
school health masters as well as other public training sessions.  Main findings included:  

-updates on the success of trainings conducted on the repair and maintenance of water points, 
specifically in the case of women who were trained but not utilized in this regard; 
-it was clarified that locally based government organizations are to monitor/sustain such 
programs after a handover from the implementing NGO.  
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-with regard to health, the study found that while there had been a high level (approximately 
1,000) of diarrhoea cases in 2001-02 the number was reduced to 600 in 2003 though an 
increase was again seen in 2004.   

 
Education 
• According to press reports, in the beginning of April fees in government-run primary schools went 

up from USD $4 a term to $18, while pupils in missionary schools increased to USD $564 instead 
of USD $221 per term. Pupils in private schools went to USD $1,000, up from USD $440 they paid 
last term.  Parents and teachers in Zimbabwe warned that a rise of more than 1,000 per cent in 
school fees would force larger numbers of children to drop out and preclude others from all 
education.  Furthermore, that according to the Consumer Council of Zimbabwe, an average family 
of five requires at least USD $350 every month for essential food and services, but average monthly 
incomes are often less than USD $100, and most informal traders fail to make USD $50 a month.  
On 4 May at least 70 children and over 100 women in Bulawayo protested against the hike in 
school fees.  The women were arrested but later released. 

 
Humanitarian Access 
• Zimbabwe media reported that in mid-May the government banned MSF-Holland from assisting 

displaced families at Hopley Farm, a camp outside Harare.  MSF-H later resumed activities at 
Hopley on 29 May after establishing an agreement with government officials regarding their work 
at the camp. 

 
Affected Populations 
• Government media sources reported that during the week of 7 May, police in Harare rounded more 

than 10,224 alleged ‘squatters’ and street children.  The stated purpose of the round up was to 
screen people in order to determine their villages of origin and send some of them to rural areas.  
This action, at the onset of winter, was reportedly one of the fresh clean-up campaigns launched on 
12 April and comes almost a year after Operation Restore Order/Murambatsvina took place. (For 
UN response, see section IV. Assessments, Field Missions and Advocacy.)  

• Civil society organizations across Zimbabwe commemorated the one-year anniversary of Operation 
Murambatsvina from 17 – 19 May.  Despite the government’s cancellation of the planned parades 
in Matebeleland, the church-organized prayer sessions to commemorate the incidents did take place.  
Media reported that John Makumbe, Head of Transparency International in Zimbabwe, was arrested 
on 17 May in Harare allegedly in connection with the planned commemoration activities. 

• The number of populations initially affected by Operation Murambatsvina between 19 May – 28 
July 2005 was estimated at 300,000 - 700,000 people depending on sources.  The number of 
vulnerable people is presumed to have increased in the past year due to the deteriorating economic 
situation in the country.  It is hoped that future humanitarian assessments will provide a better 
picture of the actual number of vulnerable populations in need of assistance in the country. 
 

III. COORDINATION, RESPONSE AND COMMON SERVICES 
• The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarians (OCHA) will be fully staffed and operational 

in Zimbabwe as of 3 June 2006 with the arrival of Agnes Asekenye-Oonyo assuming duties as Head 
of Office.  In addition to Ms. Asekenye-Oonyo, there are five international and sixteen national 
staff.  

• Coordination meetings at the various levels continue to take place, including sectoral working 
groups, IASC, Inter-agency, NGOs, UN agencies and donors.     

 
IV. ASSESSMENTS, FIELD MISSIONS AND ADVOCACY 
• Further to the reports of continuing government clean-up operations related to Operation 

Murambatsvina during the week of 7 May, the Humanitarian Coordinator has engaged the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs to raise concerns over the reports and plan the humanitarian response as needed.  
Additionally, UN agencies are in the process of taking steps to establish the whereabouts and 
number of the recently affected populations.   
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• The World Vision Urban Vulnerability Assessment conducted in six western high-density, low-
income suburbs of Bulawayo from 28 February – 21 March 2006 assessed livelihood activities, and 
the impact of encountered shocks and coping strategies employed by food insecure households.  
Major findings resulted in a need for targeting groups, which include:  labour-constrained 
households (smaller size households with less earning potential) when identifying ‘poor urban’ for 
assistance; and widows, OVCs and households that have slipped into food insecurity.  All this has 
resulted in a larger population of poor who have reduced their expenses on transport, health and 
education in order to improve their access to food.  WV further found that the major shock to all 
socio-economic groups encountered were food-related though included: unemployment as 
aggravated by hyper-inflation and high costs of living; recent losses of informal employment by the 
clean-up operation; frequent long illnesses; and many HIV/AIDS related deaths. 

• Results of the joint government, UN, NGO and donor’s Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (ZimVAC), focusing on rural and urban areas are expected in July. The ZimVAC seeks 
to determine the number of vulnerable populations, food insecure areas, the current coping 
mechanisms and needs of the populations. It also seeks to identify areas of priorization in planning 
the humanitarian response.  

• In June 2006 over twenty NGOs under the coordination of FAO will conduct a joint survey on the 
Impact of Agricultural Humanitarian Assistance (2005/06) in twenty districts in the country.  

 
V. Key Media Reports 
NOTE: Reproduction here does not mean that UNOCHA can vouch for the accuracy or veracity of the contents 
of these publications, nor do these reports reflect the views of the United Nations in Zimbabwe. 
 
Consumer basket shoots to $41m  The cost of living for a family of six for the month of 
April surged to $41 million, up by 17,4 percent from the March figure of $35 million. The Consumer 
Council of Zimbabwe said major movers were the cost of education, which rose by 202,3 percent for 
the new term beginning May 9, sugar whose price rose by 60,1 percent to $265 000 for a 2kg packet, 
health costs 40,7 percent, while the price of bread went up by 29,9 percent to $85 000 a loaf.  
http://www.herald.co.zw/inside.aspx?sectid=2818&cat=8 
 
Inflation tops one thousand percent   Zimbabwe's inflation rose above 1,000 percent in 
April. 
http://www.thezimbabwestandard.com/viewinfo.cfm?id=217&siteid=1&archive=1 
 
Vendors rounded up 
A total of 170 “illegal touts and vehicle spare parts vendors” were arrested on 6 May in down town 
Harare under Operation Siyaso 2, which is a follow- up to last year’s Operation Murambatsvina. 
http://www.newsnet.co.zw/index.php?nID=7464 
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