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HIGHLIGHTS 

OCHA-led UN inter-agency mission visits Alwahhat
region in eastern Libya.

Mine action critical to Libya's recovery.

Summary of DTM Round 40: Displaced population
continues to decline amidst improved security
situation.

Humanitarian Access update: Limitations on banking
transactions affecting cash-based activities.

COVID-19: Early February sees Omicron peak.

UN inter-agency mission convoy traversing the desert road
on their way to Alwahhat region (OCHA/Abdulrahman
Abdullah)
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FEATURE  

OCHA-led UN inter-agency mission visits Alwahhat region in eastern Libya

From 5 to 10 February, OCHA led a UN inter-agency mission in east Libya, visiting three municipalities (Jalu, Aujula, Ejkerra)
in the Alwahhat region. Representatives from OCHA, UNICEF, UNDP, UNHCR, IOM, WFP, and WHO met with municipal and
local community leaders, civil society organizations, representatives from the health, education and WASH sectors, INGOs
and national organizations, such as the Libyan Humanitarian and Relief Agency (LibAid) and the Libyan Red Crescent
Society, to review humanitarian conditions to better assess targeted programming and assistance in the region.
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UN inter-agency mission meeting with Ejkerra
Municipal Council (Ejkerra Municipal Council)

Humanitarian issues raised during the mission focused on the state
of basic services, particularly health and education facilities as well
as water availability. Although the facilities visited were deemed to be
in adequate condition, UN agencies agreed on several
recommendations to help improve capacity building skills for health,
education and civil society partners. As a result, skills-based
technical training sessions for health staff, in particular, was agreed
as well as those working in agriculture; this would include
awareness-raising sessions on improving infection prevention, digging
water wells, and supporting farmers with irrigation systems and
pumps. Discussions were also held on the status of Internally
Displaced Persons (IDPs) in the region, estimated to be around 685
individuals, and their ability to access services and assistance.

Alwahhat is considered Libya’s major oil producing region, responsible for some 70 per cent of the country’s production, as
well as an important region for Libya’s palm date farming and cultivation. Discussions with local counterparts included the
farming industry’s concerns over environmental threats affecting date production, such as invasive pests, as well as the
impact of the oil fields on local air quality and pollution, including water and soil contamination. While not involved in
mission, follow up included FAO and UNEP. The region also hosts a significant number of migrants, many of whom find work
in the oil and agriculture industries. The inter-agency mission met with migrant community leaders and civil society
organizations (CSOs) to assess the humanitarian needs of migrant communities. Lack of awareness on protection issues
was identified as an area requiring greater monitoring by the UN agencies, noting that migrants and CSOs would benefit from
awareness-raising interventions. In this regard, IOM and OCHA agreed to organize the Humanitarian Coordination and
Protection Training for stakeholders in Alwahhat region.

The mission also had an opportunity to review humanitarian operations in Benghazi, which included a visit to a camp for
IDPs hosting displaced families from Tawergha.

Member of Free Fields Foundation (3F)
demining team loading an UXO into a truck
from a house on Airport Road, Tripoli (3F)

ANALYSIS  

Mine action critical to Libya's recovery

After nearly a decade of conflict and armed hostilities, numerous
challenges remain for Libya’s rehabilitation and recovery needs. Since
the cessation of hostilities in the second half of 2020, a drastic
increase in the number of landmine and unexploded ordnance (UXO)
accidents have been reported, affecting mainly civilians. According to
the Libyan Mine Action Centre (LibMAC), 162 mine and Explosive
Remnants of War (ERW) accidents were reported across Libya from
May 2020 to March 2022, resulting in a total of 329 casualties (132
killed, 197 injured), of which the majority (76 per cent) were civilians.

Children are more vulnerable to the dangers of landmines and UXO.
On 17 December, Libya's Interior Ministry confirmed the death of eight
children and the injury of three other people from the same family
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from a UXO explosion in Al-Twebia area in the Jafara region, northwest of the country. On 22 February, two children from the
same family suffered fatal injuries after a landmine exploded near their home in Ain Zara area in southern Tripoli.

To help identify the risks and dangers associated with landmines and exposure to UXOs, LibMAC works with national and
international partners on awareness-raising campaigns, educating, and providing information on how to avoid or minimize
exposure to these dangerous devices. LibMAC’s partner, Free Fields Foundation (3F), is one of few national NGOs working in
the field of mine action in Libya and is having a significant impact. In 2021, 3F reached 15,238 direct beneficiaries with Risk
Education in Greater Tripoli, Tawergha, Mizdah and Sebha; while in 2022, 3F has reached 6,845 people in Greater Tripoli,
Tawergha, Sebha and Brak Shati. In total, according to LibMAC, more than 47,000 direct beneficiaries and 205,000 indirect
beneficiaries were reached with Explosive Ordnance Risk Education activities in Libya in 2021.

The situation in Greater Tripoli, which was the most heavily affected area during the 2019-2020 conflict, is still of concern,
but significant improvement has been noted as evidenced in the number of calls reporting the presence of UXOs. During the
last six months of 2020, 3F received 1,893 calls, however, in 2021 this number decreased to 413, reflecting the progress
made.

Significant contamination still exists in other parts of Libya, including Sirte, Tawergha, Derna and Benghazi, which were all
affected by conflict at various times over the past decade. In addition, there are dozens of destroyed and abandoned
ammunition storage depots in western and southern Libya that were bombed during the 2011 war and have never been
cleared. UNMAS estimates that there are still 100,000 tonnes of ammunition under the rubble in these areas.

Despite the challenges and while there has been some significant progress made due to the dedication of national actors
such as LibMAC, 3F, Libyan Peace Organization and Tawasul Demining Organization, more resources are needed, including
capacity building skills of national partners, to clear contaminated areas and ensure the safety of all civilians in Libya.
Attention to the southern region is also imperative, which faces limited capacity for mine action activities to clear
contaminated areas, including in Sebha, Murzuq and Ubari. Further collaboration and support are also needed for the sector
to ensure greater national ownership towards mine action activities.

ANALYSIS  

Summary of DTM Round 40: Displaced population continues to decline amidst improved security situation

According to IOM's latest Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM - Round 40), and in line with the trend observed throughout
2021, the number of displaced people within Libya continued decreasing, accompanied by a parallel increase in the number
of returnees, with the total estimated number of IDPs decreasing from 179,047 in November 2021 to 168,011 at the end of
January 2022. Accommodation, food assistance and access to health services were identified as priority needs of IDPs,
while the top priority humanitarian needs of returnees included food, access to health services and non-food items.

Some 168,011 people remain displaced, many for a protracted period, and face uncertainty with critical protection risks
persisting with an increase in the number of forced evictions and returns not meeting international standards. The need for
a durable solutions strategy encompassing physical, material, and legal safety remains a priority for both IDPs and
returnees, many of whom struggle with accessing services or sustainable livelihoods. Support for finding durable solutions
based on the centrality of protection framework has begun in conjunction with the Ministry of State for Displaced Affairs
and Human Rights and the Office of the Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator. An expert on durable solutions, seconded by the
Swiss Government, arrives in early March to support the Humanitarian/Resident Coordinator’s office.

(5 Apr 2022)
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Since DTM began tracking of population movements in 2016, a total of 673,554 individuals have been recorded as having
returned to their places of origin. In comparison with Round 39, the total number of returnees in Libya increased by 11,662
individuals, with improved security situation being cited as the main driver encouraging IDPs to return to their places of
origin. Some 89 per cent of returnees have returned to their original homes, while six per cent live in rented accommodation,
five per cent with host families, and one per cent utilizing other accommodation arrangements.

The majority of all IDPs identified in Libya (81 per cent) were reported to be residing in privately rented accommodation,
while 8 per cent stay with host families without paying rent, and 10 per cent were taking shelter in other settings, including
public buildings and informal settlements.

Bureaucratic delays in the payment of the rent allowance (cash for rent) by Libyan authorities to displaced families
prompted a few protests, with dozens of IDPs from Murzuq staging a sit-in outside the Ministry of Social Affairs
headquarters in Tripoli. The Ministry of Social Affairs explained that many of the IDPs lacked proper national identification
numbers to process their requests, creating further delays. Meetings with representatives of the Murzuq displaced families
revealed plans for IDPs from the city (6,270 individuals) to return to their hometown by the end of July 2022.

DTM’s Round 40 also saw the migrant population increase further compared to previous months with 635,051 migrants from
over 44 nationalities identified in all 100 Libyan municipalities (majority of whom are in western Libya: 58 per cent). The top
five nationalities of migrants are: Niger, Egypt, Sudan, Chad, and Nigeria, while some 86 per cent of the migrant population
are male (11 per cent female) and 14 per cent children. The primary needs of migrants include access to health services
(74 per cent); non-food items (54 per cent); accommodation (50 per cent) and WASH (23 per cent). Consistent with previous
reports, key informant interviews highlighted that cost and affordability of food, non-food items, housing, and services, such
as health care, remain the main hurdles for most migrants to fulfil their needs.

VISUAL 

Libya displacement and return timeline (IOM/DTM)

(5 Apr 2022)

ACCESS  (5 Apr 2022)
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Humanitarian Access: Limitations on banking transactions affecting cash-based activities

In February, humanitarian partners reported increasingly stringent financial regulations on cash withdrawals and
local/international banking transactions. Specific banks utilized by NGOs encountered policies that appear consistent with a
2016 circular of the Central Bank of Libya (CBL) since mid-January, which imposed a limitation on the maximum amount of
cash that can be withdrawn by INGOs at US$215 per day; thus, hindering the continuity of some cash-based activities
across the country. This measure, along with a nationwide cash liquidity crisis, is impacting vulnerable populations and
jeopardizing the acceptance of humanitarians.

In addition, a limited number of humanitarian banking transactions have gone through since December 2021, with
approximately $1 million currently pending approval to reach partners in-country. This is contributing to tensions with
contractors and government partners as payments are delayed.

Despite political changes in the country, most humanitarian partners were able to continue operations with similar levels of
constraints than those reported in January. Restrictions on and obstruction of access to services and assistance by people
in need continue to be high, explained mainly by a lack of access to refugees and migrants in certain detention centres, and
the difficulties they face in accessing cash assistance due to their lack of recognized documentation.

International NGO staff continue to face persistent bureaucratic challenges for visa procedures. Most INGO requests for
visas remain unprocessed as the humanitarian community awaits clarification on the functionality of the new online
platform for visa requests. The situation is reaching a critical point, as the visas obtained in November 2021 year had a
validity of three to six months, putting some organizations under time pressure to obtain renewals and approvals of new
requests.

In February, humanitarian partners reported increasingly stringent financial regulations on cash withdrawals and
local/international banking transactions. Specific banks utilized by NGOs encountered policies that appear consistent with a
2016 circular of the Central Bank of Libya (CBL) since mid-January, which imposed a limitation on the maximum amount of
cash that can be withdrawn by INGOs at US$215 per day; thus, hindering the continuity of some cash-based activities
across the country. This measure, along with a nationwide cash liquidity crisis, is impacting vulnerable populations and
jeopardizing the acceptance of humanitarians.

In addition, a limited number of humanitarian banking transactions have gone through since December 2021, with
approximately $1 million currently pending approval to reach partners in-country. This is contributing to tensions with
contractors and government partners as payments are delayed.

Despite political changes in the country, most humanitarian partners were able to continue operations with similar levels of
constraints than those reported in January. Restrictions on and obstruction of access to services and assistance by people
in need continue to be high, explained mainly by a lack of access to refugees and migrants in certain detention centres, and
the difficulties they face in accessing cash assistance due to their lack of recognized documentation.

International NGO staff continue to face persistent bureaucratic challenges for visa procedures. Most INGO requests for
visas remain unprocessed as the humanitarian community awaits clarification on the functionality of the new online
platform for visa requests. The situation is reaching a critical point, as the visas obtained in November 2021 year had a
validity of three to six months, putting some organizations under time pressure to obtain renewals and approvals of new
requests.
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In February, humanitarian partners reported increasingly stringent financial regulations on cash withdrawals and
local/international banking transactions. Specific banks utilized by NGOs encountered policies that appear consistent with a
2016 circular of the Central Bank of Libya (CBL) since mid-January, which imposed a limitation on the maximum amount of
cash that can be withdrawn by INGOs at US$215 per day; thus, hindering the continuity of some cash-based activities
across the country. This measure, along with a nationwide cash liquidity crisis, is impacting vulnerable populations and
jeopardizing the acceptance of humanitarians.

In addition, a limited number of humanitarian banking transactions have gone through since December 2021, with
approximately $1 million currently pending approval to reach partners in-country. This is contributing to tensions with
contractors and government partners as payments are delayed.

Despite political changes in the country, most humanitarian partners were able to continue operations with similar levels of
constraints than those reported in January. Restrictions on and obstruction of access to services and assistance by people
in need continue to be high, explained mainly by a lack of access to refugees and migrants in certain detention centres, and
the difficulties they face in accessing cash assistance due to their lack of recognized documentation.

International NGO staff continue to face persistent bureaucratic challenges for visa procedures. Most INGO requests for
visas remain unprocessed as the humanitarian community awaits clarification on the functionality of the new online
platform for visa requests. The situation is reaching a critical point, as the visas obtained in November 2021 year had a
validity of three to six months, putting some organizations under time pressure to obtain renewals and approvals of new
requests.

* In February, OCHA’s methodology to collect data on access constraints changed after collecting feedback from
humanitarian partners. Data from January has been modified to match this new system and allow for comparisons. The
decrease in the number of access constraints since the last bulletin should be taken with caution, as it does not reflect
an improvement on the ground.

VISUAL 

Access constraints reported in 2022 (OCHA)

(5 Apr 2022)
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BACKGROUND  

COVID-19: Early February sees Omicron peak

The National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) reported that by end February, the overall number of new confirmed cases
showed a 35 per cent increase (61,183 cases) from 40,932 cases in January, with the west region reporting a 33 per cent
increase in new patients. The east reported a 123 per cent increase, and the south, a 148 per cent increase in cases. The
increase in cases at the national level is consistent with the regional and global Omicron trends.

By the end of February, data showed that on a week-by-week comparison, cases were declining, however, the overall
number of COVID-19 cases recorded in February showed an increase compared to January, due to the Omicron cases
peaking in early February. Case numbers rose in the country, with a significant increase in case incidence and positivity rates
reported in February compared to January. By the end of February, at the national level, transmission classification for Libya
remained a very high incidence of community transmission (CT4) mainly due to high positivity rates, with 111 cases/100,000
population/week and a 26.6 per cent weekly test positivity rate. Moreover, Libya maintained adequate lab testing capacity at
the national level with 415 persons tested/100,000 population/week.

In February, the number of new deaths (241) decreased by 24 per cent compared to the end of January (307), back to pre-
Omicron peak levels. Libya remains classified under very high community transmission (CT4) with Alpha, Beta, Delta, and
Omicron Variants of Concern (VOC) in circulation.

By the end of March 2021, the NCDC reported: 501,738 cumulative COVID-19 cases, including 6,419 deaths, and 5,267 active
cases. As for vaccinations, a total of 2.2 million people received one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, 1.13 million people
received two doses and 93,648 people received a booster dose. In addition, the NCDC, in partnership with IOM, continued

(5 Apr 2022)
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with their vaccination campaign targeting migrants and refugees, including those in detention centres, with a total of 10,385
migrants having received the COVID-19 vaccine, of whom some 26 per cent (2,743) received two doses. A total of 13,481
migrants and refugees also received awareness-raising sessions on COVID-19.

VISUAL 

COVID-19 lab tests and confirmed cases per month (WHO)

(5 Apr 2022)

COORDINATION  

Coordination Activity Report: February 2022

Highlights include:

(5 Apr 2022)
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OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate
for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.

https://www.unocha.org/libya
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/libya
https://reliefweb.int/country/lby
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In February, a total of 17 coordination meetings were completed,
including discussions on the planned return of displaced families
to Murzuq, as well as meetings with the WASH and the SNFI
sectors, and monthly meetings of the Area Coordination Groups
in the three regions.

A total of two missions were completed during this period,
including an OCHA-led interagency UN mission to Alwahhat
mantika in eastern Libya, and a similar mission to the city of Benghazi.

In partnership with IOM, OCHA’s East Office completed the Humanitarian Coordination and Protection Training for the
Libyan Scouts Movement in Benghazi to support an effective protection response in humanitarian settings.

In February, the Humanitarian Access Unit held 21 meetings with partners, sector coordinators and other stakeholders
to discuss and follow up on humanitarian access and response issues in the three regions, in addition to preparing
the monthly Humanitarian Access Snapshot report. The Unit also implemented a workshop on reporting humanitarian
access constraints to focal points of the Access Monitoring & Reporting Framework (AMRF) and the Humanitarian
Access Working Group (HAWG).

Discussions are progressing between OCHA and the Ministry of Social Affairs (MoSA) on OCHA extending capacity
building support for information management, data collection and data analysis, as well as training courses on
assessment planning and humanitarian coordination. A Memorandum of Understanding to formalize the agreement
between MoSA and OCHA is being drafted and will be ready for signature in early March 2022.

https://www.facebook.com/UNOCHALibya
https://twitter.com/OCHA_Libya
https://www.unocha.org/libya
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/libya
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