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Photo: Emergency food assistance delivered to assist people in 

Avdiivka, Donetsk region. Artem Getman, local photographer.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Situation Update 

 Heavy fighting in Ukraine has intensified since 29 
January. As stated in OCHA’s report on deterioration 
of humanitarian situation in the east according to 
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE), heavy weapons, including those prohibited 
under the Minsk protocol, continue to be used and are 
present in areas along the “contact line”, including in 

locations where civilian population continue to reside. 
Indirect shelling and increasing use of heavy artillery 
continue to threaten the lives of people living in the 
conflict area, with disastrous impact in far and 
unexpected places.  

 Due to escalation of conflict, the humanitarian 
situation has deteriorated. The events affected civilian 

infrastructures in some towns and villages near the 
“contact line”. Some 15,000 to 17,000 people were 
left without water and with poorly functioning heating 
systems with temperatures falling well below minus 
10 degrees Celsius. 

WFP Response 
 Since November 2014, WFP has been providing food 

assistance through monthly rations and cash or 
vouchers to internally displaced persons (IDPs), 
returnees and other people affected by conflict in the 
eastern Ukraine regions of Donetsk and Luhansk. 
Under its Emergency Operation (EMOP 200765), WFP 

has provided food assistance to 850,000 people in 
these regions until December 2016. 

 In January 2017, WFP started its Protracted Relief and 
Recovery Operation (PRRO) 200953 which will 
continue to address food needs of the most vulnerable 
people in eastern Ukraine while gradually supporting 

early recovery activities aiming at enhancing local 
livelihoods, increasing income, diversifying crops, and 
rehabilitating productive assets. In 2017, WFP is 
planning to reach the needs of 220,000 people in 

eastern Ukraine. WFP will continue to distribute food 
to 70,000 people with restricted access to food, while 
up to 150,000 of those identified as moderately food-

insecure, meaning they struggle to find or buy 
enough food on a daily basis to lead a healthy life, will 
be engaged in food assistance-for-training and food 
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WFP Funding Requirements 2017 

PRRO 200953*  USD 11.9 m  

Logistics Cluster  USD 1.5 m  

Food Security Cluster USD 65.2m  

*PRRO 6-months net funding requirements Mar-Aug 2017. 
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In Numbers 

4.4 million people affected (OCHA) 

3.8 million people in need of  

humanitarian assistance (OCHA) 

620.000 people food insecure 

  

 

Highlights 

 Starting January 2017, WFP has shifted from EMOP 200765 to 
a Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 200953 to 
address food needs of the most vulnerable people in eastern 
Ukraine while gradually supporting early recovery activities. 

 According to WFP’s Market Update, published in January, 
food-related expenses for many families residing in conflict 
zone exceed half of their total budget.  

http://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-update-no-2-deterioration-humanitarian-situation-east-13-february-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-update-no-2-deterioration-humanitarian-situation-east-13-february-2017
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assistance-for-assets activities, which will be tailored 
to the local context and based on available funding. 

 Supply Chain 
 Taking into account weather conditions in the country 

during winter months, when temperatures drop to 
minus 20 degrees Celsius and food needs are the 
highest, WFP has prepositioned 29,000 food parcels in 
the warehouse in Dnipro to be distributed to people in 
need in January and February 2017.  

Food and Nutrition Assistance  
 

 In partnership with NGO “Adventist Development and 
Relief Agency” (ADRA), UNHCR Ukraine and local 
authorities, WFP provided food entitlements to 15,502 
people who became food insecure due to conflict in 
eastern Ukraine. These include elderly people without 

support of relatives, families with one parent, people 
with disabilities and people with chronic diseases 
(HIV, Tuberculosis, cancer).  

 As a response to the deteriorating humanitarian 
situation in Avdiivka and upon request of local 
authorities, WFP has provided food assistance to 
cover the emergency needs of people in the area. In 

coordination with local authorities and other 
humanitarian organizations, WFP has distributed 
through its cooperating partner ADRA 3,800 food 
parcels to people in Avdiivka.  

 Women are considered to be more vulnerable due to 
lack of employment options and their traditional 

household and care-giving responsibilities. Therefore, 
76 percent of those who received assistance by WFP 

in January were women and girls.  

 In January, WFP published its latest Market Update, 

covering October-December 2016. The report reveals 
food prices trends in Ukraine with special focus on 
eastern Ukraine where WFP operates. Generally, food 
was available on the market of non-government 
controlled areas (NGCAs) of Luhansk and Donetsk, 

however prices for some products are estimated to be 
25 percent higher than in the area under government 
control (GCA). Expenditure for food is the major 
budget component for many families living in the 
conflict zone, for many exceeding half of the total 
budget, and sometimes reach up to 80 - 90 percent.  

Clusters and Common Services 

Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster  

 According to the latest Food Security and Vulnerability 
Analysis, the overall number of food insecure people 
in Donbass is estimated to be 620,000 people. Among 

those, nearly 38,000 are IDPs. 

 

Logistics Cluster 

  The Logistics Cluster assists all humanitarian 

agencies and cooperating partners with coordination 
and information management which focuses on 
identifying logistics bottlenecks and providing a forum 

for humanitarian actors to address challenges.  
 During January, the Logistics Cluster facilitated joint 

humanitarian convoys to the most hard-to-reach 
locations in NGCA, mainly:  
• On 19 January 2017, a UNHCR humanitarian 
convoy delivered 3 mt/20m3 of shelter items to 
UNHCR partner local NGO Donbass Development 

Centre (Donetsk (NGCA); 
• On 26 January 2017, a UNHCR and AICM 
humanitarian convoy facilitated by the Logistics 
Cluster delivered approximately 540 mt/449 m3 of 
shelter and health items to Luhansk and Donetsk 

(NGCA). 

 

Partnerships  

 In order to reach people residing in the most insecure 
areas of Donetsk and Lugansk, both GCA and NGCA, 
WFP partners with international and local NGOs that 
share WFP’s vision and goals and have capacity in 
eastern Ukraine.  

 In January, WFP announced a call for new partners for 

2017 to be able to meet the needs of the affected 
population in eastern Ukraine under the PRRO in 
2017. The selection of partners and announcement 
will take place in February 2017.  

 

Funding  
 WFP is grateful to all the donors that have contributed 

or pledged support to WFP operations in support of 
the people of Ukraine. In particular, WFP wishes to 
thank the Governments of Germany and Italy for their 
2017 contributions, enabling WFP to continuing its 

assistance to vulnerable populations in Ukraine 
through WFP’s Protracted Relief and Recovery 
Operation 200953. 

 WFP urgently needs USD 30 million to provide much-
needed food assistance in eastern Ukraine until 
December 2017. Without additional funding, WFP will 
be forced to reduce the number of months during 

which it will be able assist people with food and scale 
down implementation of early recovery activities. 

Contacts 

Country Director: Dorte Ellehammer: 
dorte.ellehammer@wfp.org 

WFP Media Queries: wfp.ukraine@wfp.org   

Food Security Cluster: info.ukraine@foodsecuritycluster.net 

Logistics Cluster Coordinator: Patrick Baudry: 
patrick.baudry@wfp.org
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PRRO  200953 

January – December 

2017 

 

35.7 m 

 

5.7 m 11.9 m 15,025 11,382 3,643 

Food parcels       15,0251 11,382 3,643 

Cash-based transfers        -2 - - 

1 WFP Ukraine distributed stock transferred from EMOP as winterization measure, while new Field Level Agreements (FLAs) for PRRO 2017 are being 

prepared.  
2 WFP finalized all CBT distributions under EMOP in December 2016, providing two rounds of assistance, covering December and January. New FLAs for PRRO 

2017 are being prepared. 

http://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/wfp-ukraine-market-update-13-october-december-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/food-security-and-vulnerability-analysis-february-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/food-security-and-vulnerability-analysis-february-2017
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