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Heavy rains in parts of the country in late January and early February 

resulted in deaths and displacement of people, coupled with destruction 

of property. The worst a!ected areas are Chivi and Masvingo districts in 

Masvingo province and Tsholotsho district in Matabeleland North. 

The Zimbabwe National Water Authority (ZINWA) in its hydrological 

update on 5 February warned that the country’s dam levels continue to 

increase due to the in"ows from the rainfall activities in most parts of the 

country. The national dam levels increased signi�cantly by 10.29 per cent 

since 27 January 2014 and now stand at 71 per cent full. Chances of 

"ooding in "ood prone areas such as Muzarabani, Gokwe, Middle Sabi, 

Tsholotsho, Malapati and Chikwalakwala remain high due to signi�cant 

"ows in the major rivers.

Below is a summary of reports received on the impact of incessant rains in 

various provinces. Humanitarian partners are appealing for assistance in 

order to support Government e!orts. 

Masvingo province

The Department of Civil Protection (DCP) reports that about 400 families 

needed to be evacuated on 3 February while another 4,000 were at risk in 

Chivi and Masvingo districts after levels at Tokwe-Mukorsi dam rose 

rapidly, threatening communities within the dam basin. 

Assessments by the provincial Civil Protection Committee (CPC) on 4 

February established that a child had died while �ve households were 

a!ected following mudslides in ward 26 in Masvingo district. 

In Mwenezi district, 23 homes were damaged after incessant rains caused 

"oods. Ten people who were marooned in Gutu and another two in 

Chiredzi were rescued. 

Response:

The Provincial CPC with assistance from the Air Force of Zimbabwe using a 

helicopter and army trucks began evacuating a!ected families to a safer 

place while the Zimbabwe Red Cross Society provided 400 tarpaulins and 

200 shelter kits. However, the DCP is appealing for additional assistance in 

the form of food, additional tents, non-food items (NFI) and transport to 

help move people to higher ground. 
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The CPC is appealing for assistance in the form of food, tents, blankets, 

buckets, clothing, medication and fuel in order to assist the a!ected families. 

Gum boots are also required to enable rescue teams to walk to the a!ected 

areas.  

Mashonaland Central

One person died and two others were seriously injured following a mud-slide

in the Domboshawa area in Shamva district on 28 January. The Harare Fire 

Brigade assisted the a!ected households.  

Midlands province

One person died and three others were injured after they were struck by 

lightning on 5 January in ward 23, Gokwe South district. Strong winds blew 

the roofs o! three sta! houses and two classroom blocks at two schools and 

a clinic in the ward. Eight homesteads were also destroyed in wards 13, 23 

and 24. The district CPC is appealing for assistance for the families.

Matabeleland South province

Heavy rains destroyed �ve homesteads in Mangwe district on 2 February. The 

DCP is appealing for assistance for the families. 

Mashonaland West province

One person marooned in Mupfure River, Makonde district was evacuated by 

the Air Force of Zimbabwe on 1 February. 

A!ected districts

Matabeleland North province

About 124 households were damaged following "ooding and excessively 

damp conditions caused by heavy rains in wards 5, 6 and 8 in Tsholotsho 

district on 3 February. An assessment by the district CPC established that 

100 homes in wards 5 and 6 and 24 homes in ward 8 were a!ected. Most 

of the homes had collapsed while the remaining structures were soaking 

up. 

Response:

Some of the a!ected families were sheltered at a nearby school while other 

families made arrangements with their neighbors. 

Some of the homes that were a�ected by �oods downstream of Tokwe-Mukorsi dam. Photo courtesy of IOM. 

For further information, please contact: 
   

    Matilda Moyo, Information O#cer, moyo1@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 285     

    Modibo Traore, Head of O#ce, traorem@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 272 
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Province District Number 

a!ected 

Needs Response Observation 

Masvingo  Chivi, 

Masvingo, 

Mwenezi 

400 HH 

a!ected 

4,000 HH 

at risk 

Food, 

additional 

tents, non-food 

items (NFI) and 

transport 

400 tarpaulins 

and 200 shelter 

kits 

While 

evacuations are 

in progress, 

more assistance 

is required.  

Matabelela

nd North 

Tsholotsho 124 HH Food, tents, 

blankets, 

buckets, 

clothing, 

medication 

and fuel 

Temporary 

shelter at nearby 

school and 

neighboring 

homesteads 

Longer term 

assistance is 

required for the 

a!ected 

households.  

Summary of worst a!ected districts


