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HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX
n/a

POPULATION 2

18,403

URBAN POPULATION
n/a

GDP PER CAPITA 3

US $25,528.60
(High Income)

POVERTY HEADCOUNT RATE 4

5.8%
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Anguilla is heavily dependent on rain and water storage for its water supply.7 For three out
of five households, the principle source of drinking water is bottled water.7 The water
supply is constantly under strain and regularly rationed. In 2017, Hurricane Irma caused
significant damage to Anguilla’s electricity infrastructure, creating a need for safe drinking
water as stable electrical supply is critical for the desalination of water on the island.7

WATER SCARCITY 

BREXIT AND DEVELOPMENT AID 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC VULNERABILITY 

KEY FIGURES

KEY ISSUES

SEASONAL RISK 

OPERATIONAL PRESENCE 1

Department of 
Disaster Management 

2017 HURRICANE IRMA
15K

TOTAL DAMAGES CAUSED 
BY DISASTERS (2000-2021) 8

$200M

RECENT DISASTERS 8

STORM 
1

Coordination

PEOPLE 
AFFECTED

Anguilla’s status as a middle-income UK overseas territory disqualifies it from direct access
to international aid and development funds.4 Brexit threatens its only source of significant
development aid which comes from the European Union (EU). Anguilla shares a border with
the EU and is heavily reliant on both France and Holland for access to essential commod-
ities and services.4 It could also have negative implications for the booming tourism sector, 
which accounts for approximately 80 per cent of GDP when all impacts are considered
(direct, indirect and induced).4

The high GDP of Anguilla masks its economic and social inequalities. Hurricane Irma had a 
significant impact on the economy, leading to a decline of 97 per cent in GDP.6 About 1,800 
jobs were lost post-Irma, including 60 per cent of total employment in the tourism sector, 
raising unemployment to more than 25 per cent.4 Therefore, it is likely that poverty and 
vulnerability have been exacerbated since the most recent Country Poverty Assessment
conducted in 2007-2009, a problem compounded by the COVID-19 crisis. 

UN AGENCIES NGOs
n/a n/a

Coverage from UN RC’s
Office in Barbados

15K

LAC INFORM RISK 
(Max 10)

n/a

SOCIOECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT
The GDP for Anguilla was projected to grow by 1.04 per cent in 2021 with a further 
consecutive 7.40 per cent recovery in 2022 in keeping with positive global growth 
projections. Rising commodity prices in the US and other countries means cost inflation for 
Anguilla. Consumer prices are, on average, 2.08 per cent higher than January in 2021. It is 
anticipated that the economy is likely to operate below the 2019 or pre-pandemic level in 
these early stages while momentum builds.5 Tourism flows are not expected to recover to 
pre-pandemic levels until there is improved air access for international connectivity, lifted 
travel restrictions and containment measures; and built confidence in the islands protocols 
and health care system to treat COVID-19 cases with a high prevalence for recovery. 4
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