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Background

The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and 
Regular Migration (GCM) was adopted at a 
time when the Arab region was witnessing 
unprecedented population movements. 
Following its endorsement by 20 Arab States, 
the guiding principles and objectives of 
GCM have become a cornerstone of national 
frameworks, regional cooperation and 
partnerships on migration governance in the 
Arab region. The first Arab regional review 
highlighted common areas for action, and 
allowed Governments to make a preliminary 
assessment of progress in implementing GCM. 
The inaugural International Migration Review 
Forum (IMRF), which will be held in New York 
from 17 to 20 May 2022, offers an opportunity 
to build on this momentum to share good 
practices, promote innovative approaches, and 
foster multi-stakeholder partnerships.

In 2020, the Arab region 
became host to over

Source: United Nations Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs, Population Division (2020). International 
Migration Stock 2020. Available at https://www.un.org/
development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock.

migrants and refugees

the number of migrants and refugees 
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Arab regional review process of GCM:
An inclusive journey to IMRF 2022

States invited to 
appoint focal points

Fourteen national 
voluntary GCM 
review reports

Regional 
Review 
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of the Global 
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in the Arab 
Region

Outcomes:

1. Regional 
review report

2. Outcome 
document

Regional 
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Two capacity-
building workshops 

for member State 
representatives

Consultation with 
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Conference

Dialogue with inter-State 
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Arab 
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Road to the 2022 International Migration Review Forum 

Number of migrants and refugees from and in Arab countries (Millions), by subregion, 2020

Source: ESCWA calculations based on DESA, 2020.   

Source: ESCWA calculations based on DESA, 2020.   
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Number of migrants and refugees in Arab countries (Millions), by subregion, 1990-2020

 0

 5,000,000

 10,000,000

 15,000,000

 20,000,000

 25,000,000

 30,000,000

 35,000,000

 40,000,000

 45,000,000

Arab region GCC Maghreb Mashreq Arab LDCs

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020



Remittance inflows to the Arab region (Millions of dollars) by subregion, 1990-2020

Essential role Recommendations
Extreme 

 vulnerability
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Impact of COVID-19 on Migrants and Refugees

 Migrants and refugees 
provide essential services, 
including health, cleaning, 
domestic work, agriculture 
and food production

  They help ensure the 
continuity of supply chains 
across the Arab region

 Remittances to the 
region reached $57.9 
billion in 2020, 2.5 per 
cent higher compared  
to the previous year

 Challenges in accessing 
basic services, including 
health and education

 Congested and 
sub-standard living 
conditions leading to 
increased exposure

 Increased discrimination 
and xenophobia 

 Stranded in countries  
of destination 

 Suffer from income 
insecurity, poverty,  
and hunger 

 Facilitate regular 
migration

 Address structural 
barriers

 Provide migrants and 
refugees with access 
to COVID-19 vaccines 
without discrimination

 Promote inclusion 
and tolerance

 Include migrants 
and refugees in 
recovery plans

Number of migrants and refugees from Arab countries (Millions), by subregion, 1990-2020
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Source: ESCWA calculations based on DESA, 2020.   

Source: World Bank, 2021. “Annual remittances data (updated as of May 2021)”, Migration and Remittances.  
Available at http://www.worldbank.org/migration. Note: Data for 2020 are estimates.

http://www.worldbank.org/migration


Children 
(0-14 years old)

young people 
(15-24 years old)

older persons 
(aged 65+)
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Key facts and figures 

Gender profile of migrants and refugees

Age profile of migrants and refugees 

A third of the of the migrant and 
refugee population in the Arab 
region were women in 2020.

in the Maghreb

in GCC countries

Women represented nearly 
half of all migrants and 
refugees in the Mashreq and 
the Arab LDCs

More than two thirds of 
all migrants and refugees 
residing in Arab countries 
were of working age (25-64 
years old) in 2020. 
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Gaps and challenges in GCM implementation

Limited 
financial 

and human 
resources

Weak capacity 
to collect, 

centralize and 
share migration 

data

Limited 
research 

infrastructure 
on migration

Need for 
increased 

intraregional 
coordination 

and 
collaboration

External 
shocks: political 

instability, 
conflict and 

the COVID-19 
pandemic

Source: ESCWA calculations based on DESA, 2020.   
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Expand regular migration pathways  
and reduce irregular migration

 Offer pre-departure and en-route programmes to guide migrants 

 Establish transparent entry procedures

 Accelerate the enactment of national and regional migration policies , 
including labour mobility schemes

  Address the negative drivers and structural factors that compel 
migrants to migrate 

  Align labour laws with international labour and human rights standards, 
and include migrant workers, including domestic workers, in these laws

 Ensure the right of migrants to form associations and participate in trade 
unions, in line with country regulations

 Reform sponsorship systems, expand labour inspections, improve wage 
protection, and facilitate the regularization of migrant workers in an 
irregular situation

 Align education and training policies with migration policies, including 
through bilateral agreements

 Promote mutual recognition of skills, qualifications  
and competencies

 Reduce the high costs of recruitment and prohibit charging recruitment 
fees to migrant workers

 Establish an enabling environment for remittances

 Conduct surveys and develop innovative data collection and analysis 
tools and methodologies to collect accurate data disaggregated by sex, 
age, migration status and skills

 Assess progress in implementing the Global Compact for Migration

03

 Ensure equality before the law and promote migrants’ access to  
justice systems

 Include all migrants into national social protection systems and 
strengthen bilateral cooperation to improve transnational social protection

 Provide appropriate care, reception and reintegration options for 
returning migrants

 Intensify efforts to avoid involuntary returns

 End practices of migrants’ detention and find and strengthen alternatives

 Emphasize the safe and dignified return of migrants and their 
reintegration in their home communities 

Respect the human rights of all migrants

Protect and empower migrant workers

Provide detailed, timely and available data

Way Forward
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 Ensure that all migrants have the right to access to basic services. This 
includes access to healthcare across migration routes including general 
and sexual and reproductive health care, and mental health, regardless 
of migration status. Ensure continuum of healthcare during emergencies

 Provide all migrants with vaccines, including COVID-19 vaccines, 
without discrimination

 Provide risk communication and community outreach in  
accessible languages

Ensure that migrants have the right to access basic services

Strengthen national, bilateral, regional 
and international cooperation

Guarantee the rights of migrant children and women

 Mainstream a gender equality perspective in migration policies, plans 
and programs

 Adopt measures to combat gender discrimination and gender-based 
violence at all stages of the migration process

 Strengthen national protection systems to include migrant and 
migrating children and promote child-sensitive cross border and cross 
regional collaboration, in line with the best interests of the child. 

 Guarantee child-sensitive voluntary returns to countries of origin based 
on best interest assessments and ensure family unity and that children 
are not separated from one or both parents 

 Prohibit detention of migrant children both in national legislation and 
in practice

 Strengthen efforts aimed at protecting migrants, saving lives, combating 
the trafficking and smuggling of migrants, and managing borders

  Intensify policy-making efforts aimed at de-criminalize irregular 
migrants while still combating trafficking and smuggling

 Enhance efforts to identify victims of trafficking, establish referral 
mechanisms for victims, and enhance protection and support.

Combat human trafficking 

 Find solutions to common challenges, protect migrants, and accelerate 
the implementation of the GCM. 

 Strengthen consultation and collaboration mechanisms at the national 
and regional levels

  Involve migrants in the decision-making process related to migration 
issues and enable them to establish or join associations and unions 
representing their interests

  Strengthen the role of foreign ministries and migrant associations 
to ensure and facilitate migrant communication with countries and 
communities of origin

  Support the role of local administrations to address the benefits and 
challenges resulting from migration, and to identify priorities and 
allocate resources to ensure that migrants have access to basic services
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