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Event: Hunga-Tonga-Hunga-Ha’apai Volcanic Eruption & Tonga Tsunami 
Sit Rep No:     14 
Date: 3 February 2022 
Period:            10am Tues 1 February 2022 – 10pm Thur 3 February 2022 

 

This situation report released by the National Emergency Management Office (NEMO) is to inform 
operational partners on current situation of the secondary effects of the Hunga-Tonga-Hunga-Ha’apai 
(HTHH) Volcanic eruption. This Situation report (Sitrep) covers the period stated above. Frequency of 
reports will depend on availability of new information and evolving operation.  
 

Highlights 
 

 

Current situation 
 The HTHH volcanic eruption followed by the tsunami warning triggered an immediate evacuation 

of communties on 15th January 2022, particularly coastal communities.   
 The National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC) was activated on Fri 14th Jan 2022, due to a 

tsunami marine warning issued by Tonga Meteorological Services (Tonga Met). 
 Tonga is under a State of Emergency for the HTHH volcanic eruption triggering tsunami waves, in 

addition to the State of Public Health Emergency (for the COVID19 global pandemic).  
 Communities sought safety during the tsunami and further volcanic eruptions on the night of the 

15th January 2022 at evacuation centres (church halls, community halls).  

1. Tonga is currently under a State of Emergency for the HTHH volcanic eruption and Tonga 
Tsunami (HTHH disaster) until 13 February 2022 and a State of Emergency, since March 2020, for 
COVID19.  

2. The Honourable PM Hu’akavameiliku with the Minister of Health and the CEO for Health 
announced that there were two postive COVID 19 cases in Tonga on Tues 1 Feb 2022.  

3. This is the first time that Tonga has recorded COVID19 cases in the community. The first 
COVID19 case in Tonga in November 2021 was in managed isolated quarantine.  

4. The Kingdom of Tonga will enter a lockdown in response to controlling and containing the spread 
of community transmissions from 6pm Wednesday 2 February 2022. 

5. The National COVID19 Lockdown Restriction Directions is effective from 6pm Wed 2 Feb 
2022 and will be reviewed every 48 hours. 

6. The night time curfew is from 6pm to 6am; with all persons required to isolate at their homes.  
7. The National Emergency Management Office (NEMO) in response to the lockdown, paused 

operations in the supply chain of the relief distribution temporarily.  
8. The National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC) received 340 calls on Wed 2 Feb 2022.  The 

top 3 requests are for (1) water (individual families) (2) exemption permits, and (3) masks.  
9. Top complaints received: (1) not received distribution (2) distribution not fairly done. 
10. NEMO continues to review complaints and address these on a daily basis. 
11. To date, NEMO has distributed 444,392 litres of water to affected communities. 
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 Relief distribution continues to affected communities in Tongatapu, Ha’apai and ‘Eua – water, 
hygiene kits, food, tents and tarpaulin, kitchen kits, dignity kits.  

 The National Emergency Operations Centre continues to coordinate relief efforts while also 
ensuring data and information is continously collected to assist with next stages of planning.  

 NEMO is supported by the First Responders with representatives from Tonga Police, TFES and 
more recently, His Majesty’s Armed Forces (HMAF) based at the NEOC.  

 HMAF continue to provide much needed logistical support particularly with transportation to and 
from the outer islands, during this HTHH disaster. 

 NEMO has reached out to UN’s Office for Coordinating Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) for support.  
 

Tongatapu (TBU) update 
 MORDI Tonga continues to also provide water relief to communities, with a total of 84,180 litres 

of water (including 229 water bottles).  
 M & J Water Tank supplies has generously donated 16 water tanks to communities in Tongatapu.  
 13 water tanks of 13,000L and 4 water tanks of 5000 ltrs 

 

‘Eua Update  
 NEMO officers have completed the verification for the IDA. 
 The DEOC requested the following resources: Full personal protective equipment for MOH at Eua 

and EOC personnel and petroleum for ‘Eua operations 
 Food Supply such as flour, sugar, rice etc. will only last for the next 2 days Shops have ran out of 

bottled water 
 Due to the COVID19 community transmissions, EOC recommend all incoming cargo be airdropped 
 Requested a desalination unit to be transported to ‘Eua. 

 
Ha’apai Update 
 The VOEA Late was due to leave Tongatapu on Tuesday 2 February 2022 for Ha’apai, it has now 

been postponed, pending COVID19 Lockdown restrictions. 
 NEMO staff who were in Lifuka recently will depart for Lulunga with a desalination unit to provide 

clean drinking water.  
 

International Humanitarian Support 
International humanitarian support to the Government of Tonga’s response efforts with relief provided in 
the form of and from, noting that COVID19 protocols still apply with 72 hours quarantine prior to contactless 
dropoff and release 
The Government of Tonga is grateful to the following donor’s for providing humanitariam relief supplies 
for Tonga’s communities to support Tonga’s recovery efforts.  
To date, there has been generous donations from the following governments,  

Government Description 
Australia  Provision of humanitarian relief supplies via cargo from: 

- twelve (12) flights, one surveillance only 
- One ocean vessel – HMAS Adelaide 

Fiji Provision of humanitarian relief supplies via cargo from: 
- One vessel 

France Provision of humanitarian relief supplies via cargo from: 
- Two (2) flights 
- One vessel 

China Food packs provided for distribution. 
Provision of humanitarian relief supplies via cargo from: 
- Two (2) flights 
- Two (2) ocean vessels 

Japan Provision of humanitarian relief supplies via cargo from: 
- Five (5) flights  

New Zealand  
  

Provision of humanitarian relief supplies via cargo from: 
- Four (4) flights  
- 3 vessels – HMNZS Aotearoa, HMNZS Wellington, 

HMNZS Canterbury 
United Kingdom Provision of humanitarian relief supplies via cargo from: 

- 1 vessel, HMS Spey. 
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- Items also on HMAS Adelaide 

United States Provision of humanitarian relief supplies via cargo from: 
- 1 vessel, USGC Stratton  

 

International Humanitarian Support 
Donor Description 
World Central 
Kitchen   

- Providing 1900+ meals a day to affected 
communities, especially vulnerable people 

 
 All flights and vessels from Australia, China, Fiji, France, Japan, NZ and UK with relief supplies 

continue to arrive with have successfully completed the COVID19 requirement to quarantine the 
relief supplies for 72 hours and have been released from Fua’amotu. 

Local donors 

Donor Description 
M&J water tank 
company  

- 16 water tanks for temporary water storage in 
Tongatapu communities 

- 13 x 13,000L & 4 x 5,000L are currently located in: 
- Matatoa, Patangata, Longolongo, Kapeta, Maufanga, 

Ngeleia and Ministry of Finance.  
 

Background 
The Hunga Tonga Hunga Ha’apai (HHTH) volcanic activity commenced on 20 December 2021 and 
was immediately heightened to red for aviation. Tonga Geological Services monitored the volcanic 
activity providing  public health advice from 20 December 2021 until 2 January 2022. Environmental 
and public health warnings were provided about the potential of water contamination from the ash fall 
and potential of acid rain in Ha’apai. Advice included information on potential of fish poisoning due to 
volcanic fluid polluting the ocean and raising awareness on the hazardous areas surrounding the islands 
and ensuring the public kept clear of these areas.  TGS continued to monitor HTHH and noted that there 
was no activity from 2nd January to 11th January 2022.  
 

On 14th January 2022 TGS reissued an alert at 7am, following increased volcanic activity as Tongatapu 
and ‘Eua communities were impacted by the smell of sulfur.  
 

On 14th January 2022, Tonga Met issued a Tsunami Marine warning from the National Tsunami 
Warning Centre at 11.12am directly to the public.  The warning was cancelled for Vava’u and Ongo 
Niua in the evening of Friday 14th Jan 2022 and for the remainder of Tonga on Sat 15th Jan 2022 in the 
morning.  
 

On Sat 15th Jan 2022, at approx. 5.20pm, HTHH volcano erupted and created a significant impact across 
the Kingdom of Tonga. A tsunami was triggered with a mass evacuation response immediately declared 
to attempt to keep Tongan residents safe.  
 

Based on the effects of the volcanic eruption with the ash fall and effects of the tsunami the affected 
population is approx. 84,776 (84% of population, Tongatapu, Ha’apai, ‘Eua); with the impacted 
population – approx. 99,059 (99% Tongatapu, Ha’apai, ‘Eua, Vava’u)1 
 

Further updates  
NEMO will provide the next SitRep at the next meeting or within 24 hours or as the situation may 
evolve, as determined by NEMC. 
Key contact:  Mr Paula Ma’u 
  Chief Executive Officer 

Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, 
Communication and Climate Change (MEIDECC) 

  Ph: 20148 
 

                                                           
1 Based on Tonga Statistics Department, Tonga Population Census 2021. Preliminary Result 


