
THE HUMAN COST OF INACTION
IS TOO HIGH
Without immediate funding, humanitarian 
partners will be forced to stop essential 
programmes, including food assistance, 
nutritional activities, effective health care 
provision and livelihood support. More 
Somalis will suffer, and progress achieved 
over the last decade will be lost.

FUNDING IS URGENTLY NEEDED
Funding levels remain far below those 
at the same time in 2017, when early 
funding and response successfully 
averted famine.

In 2017, humanitarians had by this 
time, received US$572 million, or 38 
per cent of the $1.51 billion HRP ask. 

THE SITUATION IN SOMALIA
The drought emergency in Somalia has worsened. Nearly half of the population – 7.7 million people – require 
humanitarian or protection assistance. The drought has impacted at least 7 million people, of whom 918,000 have 
been displaced from their homes in search of water, food and pasture; including minority groups. The country is facing 
a reasonable chance of famine in 17 districts if crop and livestock production fail, food prices continue to rise and 
humanitarian assistance is not sustained to reach the most vulnerable populations. As of June, humanitarian partners 
have reached 4.1 million people - 65 per cent of the 6.4 million people targeted in priority areas - but the scale and 
severity of the crisis far exceeds available resources and responses.

More than 90 per cent of the country is facing drought.
people in Somalia, nearly half of the population, 
require life-saving or protection services.

Somalis face acute lack of water and sanitation

7 million people are affected, 918,000 have been 
displaced by the drought.

Without a scale up of assistance, drought will drive mass 
displacement, communicable diseases and protection 
violations in Somalia.
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DROUGHT EXACERBATING EXISTING VULNERABILITIES HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE REMAINS A LIFE LINE
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SOMALIA: THE COST OF INACTION

WHAT IF …
WE FAIL TO RECEIVE ADEQUATE FUNDING?

Some 104 new IDP sites have been established since 1 January, 2022, 
accommodating 174,163 people in precarious settlements in dire need of incentivized 
improvements that will create safer and more dignified living conditions. Another 804 
IDP sites with acute humanitarian needs, accommodating 841,119 people, will see 
site-level conditions worsen increasing rates of mortality, malnutrition, protection 
incidents and communicable disease transmission. 

About 727 IDP sites or 636,629 people that have received an eviction notice within the 
last three months face likely eviction exacerbating current vulnerabilities and 
destroying vital humanitarian infrastructure within such sites. Approximately 693 IDP 
sites or 541,402 people of minority background face uneven service provision and 
further deterioration of site-level conditions.

More than 900,000 people have been displaced by the drought since October 2021. Around 
300,000 people have ¬been or are currently being assisted by shelter partners. However, 
half a million people will not receive any shelter or NFI assistance if no additional funding is 
provided. Lack of funding for shelter will force the displaced people to remain in congested 
IDPs settlements that already have critical shelter needs, lack adequate privacy and 
protection from elements and inadequate access to social services. Poor quality shelter 
has substantial impact on the risk of health and life expectancy especially as a result of 
poor air quality and thermal stress.
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URGENT ACTION
Without urgent action to avert the risk 
of catastrophic hunger and starvation, 
the possibility of famine occurring will 
grow. At a minimum, the drought 
response plan should be immediately 
and fully funded.

IMMEDIATE FUNDING
Without immediate funding, 
humanitarian partners will fail 
to address the situation, and 
progress achieved over the last 
decade will be reversed.

ADDRESSING THE PROTECTION CRISIS
Without an end to the ongoing active hostilities 
against civilians, the crisis will deepen while 
humanitarian operations will become increasingly 
di�cult. Continued advocacy and support from all 
partners on longer-term political, security and 
development solutions are crucial.  
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CAMP COORDINATION AND CAMP MANAGEMENT

Food insecurity levels are increasing with rising numbers of populations requiring 
additional food and cash emergency livelihoods assistance in hotspot locations. The 
number of people in need of urgent humanitarian assistance is projected to increase 
from 4.1 million in January to 7.1 million people (45 per cent of the population) 
between June and September 2022. Widespread risk of famine has a reasonable 
chance of occurring in 17 districts if crop and livestock production fail, key 
commodity prices continue to rise, and humanitarian assistance fails to reach the 
most vulnerable. 

Humanitarian assistance is mitigating the worst outcomes but is outpaced by the 
rising levels of needs. Immediate and urgent scale up of life-saving humanitarian food 
and cash and emergency livelihood interventions is required to prevent massive 
displacement, family separation, irreversible loss of livelihoods, adoption of negative 
coping strategies including early marriage and child labor, and excess mortality for 
more than 2.3 million people facing extreme levels of hunger and risk of famine. 

FOOD SECURITY

Over 1 million people, including people with disabilities, the elderly and people with 
minority clan affiliation, will not have access to community-based prevention and 
response services. More than 1.3 million of the most vulnerable women and girls will 
lose access to gender-based violence and mental health services, including access to 
safe spaces for survivors of sexual and gender-based violence.  

Nearly half a million of the 4.6 million boys and girls affected by the drought are at 
risk of life-threatening violence, exploitation, FGM, recruitment, abuse, neglect and will 
not receive adequate and timely child protection services. Over 1 million people, 
including people with disabilities, women and girls will also suffer due to limited 
access to specialized Housing, Land and Property (HLP) services while more than 
100,000 people will be at risk of forced evictions. Communities in areas affected by 
mines will be vulnerable to death and injury resulting from explosive ordinances.

PROTECTION

At least 1.5 million children and 200,00 pregnant and lactating women are expected to 
be acutely malnourished in 2022. A rapid and large scale up of nutrition treatment and 
preventative interventions targeting new IDP arrivals and rural populations is needed to 
prevent further deterioration of the affected population’s nutrition status, increased 
morbidity, and excess mortality.

NUTRITION

About 4.5 million are facing acute water shortage and sanitation services, 1.8 million of 
whom are children who will be at a greater risk of AWD/cholera. Hundreds of displaced 
women and girls from drought affected areas will be exposed to increased protection 
risks on their way to distant water points and sanitation facilities. Water 
shortage-induced conflict will trigger massive displacement, while a significant number 
of schools and health institutions will not be operational due to disruption of water and 
lack of sanitation services.

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE

Among the 2.4 million children displaced by the drought, almost 1.7 million are out of 
school, and another 720,000 are at risk of dropping out of school if nothing is done to 
improve their access to basic, safe, and inclusive education. During the 2012 and 2017 
droughts, about 90 per cent of children who dropped out of school never returned and 
were exposed to protection risks, including early marriage, child labour and 
recruitment into armed groups. These children, especially girls and children with 
disabilities, face long-term vulnerability of being deprived of their right to education.

EDUCATION

An estimated 4.5 million people will not be able to access basic health care services and 
outbreaks of Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD)/cholera, measles and COVID-19 will not be 
prevented and responded to in a timely manner. This will lead to increased maternal and 
child mortality rates that are already among the worst in the world.

HEALTH SHELTER

WHAT IS REQUIRED?


