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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 
      Date: 18 January 2022 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 5 747 new COVID-19 cases, 3 deaths on 17 January, active cases climb to 30 877 — Nepal had over  
30 000 active cases last on 7 September 2021, while new infections over 5 000 were recorded on 3 June 2021; experts 
predict COVID-19 infection will continue to rise for the next 2 weeks, positivity rate is at 35%; Chitwan in red zone with 
over 500 active cases; as lab staff of 4 major checkposts of Lumbini – Belahiya, Maheshpur, Krishnanagar and 
Jamunaha — test positive, COVID-19 testing here affected; over 200 positive cases being reported in Gandaki 
Province; new COVID-19 cases increasing in Baglung, Kathmandu Valley local levels indifferent towards control and 
containment of COVID-19 infection despite recording the highest number of cases; people visiting markets across the 
Nepal-India border has been increasing raising risk of the infection spreading in the community; risk of spread of 
infection high in Banke as regulatory measures to check the spread is not being followed; Tourism-Culture Minister 
Prem Ale tests positive, so do 28 personnel of Teku Police Division, 10 inmates under the division, as well as 23 staff 
members of High Court of Birgunj, and over 100 staff members at Singh Durbar  

• Drive to administer booster dose of COVID-19 vaccine begins on 17 January, a day later than planned due to ‘logistical 
confusion’, frontliners on priority for the shot; Kathmandu starts administering booster dose to frontliners, shots to be 
given from 8 government and 9 private hospitals; booster dose to be given to frontliners from 8 hospitals of Lalitpur from 
18 January,; no vaccine in Kanchanpur, Sudurpashchim Province to administer boosters; Gandaki Province does not 
have syringes to administer the booster dose; people waited in line for hours on 16 January for booster shots, had to 
return home without as they are informed that is not available  
 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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• Government aims to inoculate all citizens above the age of 16 against COVID-19 by end of Chaitra (mid-April), plans to 
do so via mobile vaccine service; it has failed to meet its target to vaccinate 66% of the population by end of Poush (14 
January)  

• Flyers will need to produce vaccination cards or proof of full vaccination to board a domestic flight from 21 January 
onwards; vaccine card and PCR test report mandatory to enter Nepal via Biratnagar’s Rani border point from 15 
January onwards  

• 5.2% of those aged 13-17, and 10% above the age of 18 in Nepal suffer from mental health problems, according to 
Mental Health Survey 2077 (BS), estimated percentage has increased due to the fear brought on by COVID-19 
pandemic 

 
 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

 

• Pressure on hospitals not as high as during the first two waves though COVID-19 cases have surged rapidly, doctors 
however warn shortage of hospital staff might be a challenge as many are testing positive 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

The national active COVID-19 caseload of Nepal climbed to 30 877 on 17 January as 5 747 people tested positive for the 
infection in the past 24 hours. The last time Nepal had witnessed over 30 000 active cases was on 7 September 2021  
when 30 303 live infections were recorded, after which the cases had started to decline. Up until 9 January, there were only  
6 755 active cases which started to flare since then, crossing the 25 000 mark a week later on 16 January and reaching  
30 000 a day later. This is the first time since mid-2021 that over 5 700 single day cases have been logged. As many as 5 825 
cases were confirmed on 3 June 2021, after which the cases were on a decline, reaching as low as 197 infections reported on 
9 December. The 24-hour figures started to steep upward since late December, spiking further with the new year. The death 
toll reached 11 623 as 3 fatalities were recorded. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 95.1%, while the fatality rate 
stands at 1.4%.2  

Experts predict the COVID-19 infection will continue to surge for 2 more weeks. After continually increasing for 2 weeks, the 
infection will decline gradually, according to epidemiologist Dr Biraj Karmacharya. At present, the positivity rate in the country is 
35%, as per Health Secretary Roshan Pokharel.3  

The new COVID-19 cases in Chitwan have been increasing rapidly in the past few days leading to the district to record over 
500. With this, the district has been put in the red zone.4 

The COVID-19 testing in different border checkposts of Lumbini Province has been affected after the healthcare workers at the 
health desk of such posts have been infected with COVID-19. There has been a shortage of human resources after the staff of 
the laboratories of the 4 major checkposts — Belahiya of Rupandehi, Maheshpur customs of Nawalparasi, Krishnanagar of 
Kapilvastu, and Jamunaha of Nepalgunj — tested positive for the virus.5  

 
2 THT Online 
3 Baahrakhari 
4 Baahrakhari 
5 Kantipur 
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More than 200 cases of COVID-19 infection are being confirmed in the Gandaki Province every day. The graph of COVID-19 
infection has been going upwards daily but the provincial government has neither introduced stringent measures to follow the 
public health protocols, nor has it expanded the tests. 6  

The new cases of COVID-19 in Baglung are increasing but no arrangement has been made for oxygen in the district yet. The 
government had started the construction of an oxygen plant at the Dhaulagiri Hospital of Baglung from the month of Bhadra 
(mid-August), but it is not complete. As such the district might face a shortage of oxygen.7 

The local levels of the Kathmandu Valley are indifferent to controlling the third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Valley 
has been recording the highest number of COVID-19 cases, but they have not taken the initiatives to control and contain the 
spread of the infection.8 

The number of Nepali people visiting the market areas of India that share a border with Nepal has been increasing in recent 
days despite a rapid surge in COVID-19 infection in India. Hundreds of Nepalis reach the Bangawa and Paliya markets of India 
via the Trinagar border checkpost every day to shop. Likewise, a significant number of Indians visit Dhangadhi’s market to 
shop. But as there is no proper testing of such people, the possibility of the infection spreading in the community is high.9 

The risk of COVID-19 infection in Banke has increased due to the lack of the implementation of the orders issued by the Chief 
District Officer for the control of the pandemic. Public vehicles cannot carry passengers more than their seating capacity, and 
passengers should wear masks mandatorily as per the orders, but none of them is being followed in the district.10 

Minister for Culture, Tourism, and Civil Aviation Prem Ale has been infected with COVID-19.11  

The COVID-19 infection has been confirmed in 28 police personnel working at the Teku Police Division. Likewise, 10 inmates 
under the division have also been infected.12  

 
6 Onlinekhabar 
7 Baahrakhari 
8 Nayapatrika 
9 Nayapatrika 
10 Nagarik 
11 Onlinekhabar 
12 Onlinekhabar 
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A total of 23 staff of the High Court of Birgunj including a judge have been infected with COVID-19.13 

More than 100 staff members including 4 secretaries of Nepal Government at Singh Durbar have been infected with  
COVID-19 pandemic.14 

The campaign to administer booster (additional) dose of COVID-19 vaccine to eligible receivers began on 17 January, a day 
later than scheduled. Fully vaccinated frontline workers are receiving the jabs across various inoculation centers in the 3 
Kathmandu Valley districts. 'Logistical-confusion' had led to the delay in unrolling the drive across the country on 16 January, 
as originally intended. The government, through its recent Cabinet decision, had announced that the booster-campaign would 
begin on 16 January, beginning with frontline workers, and had issued a circular to all seven provinces and 77 districts along 
the lines. However, on the purported day, designated authorities were unable to carry out the program as they faced logistical 
hassles to start administering the booster doses, despite being directed to do so by the Family Welfare Department under the 
Ministry of Health and Population.15 

The administering of the booster dose of the vaccine against COVID-19 to frontliners began in different places of Kathmandu 
from 17 January. The vaccine card of shots taken earlier has been made mandatory to get the booster dose.16 

The District Health Office Kathmandu will provide the booster dose of vaccine against COVID-19 to frontliners from 17 different 
places — 8 government hospitals and 9 private hospitals.17 

The Lalitpur Metropolitan City (LMC) will provide the booster dose of the vaccine against COVID-19 to the frontliners from 18 
January. The booster dose will be administered till 20 January from 8 hospitals of the LMC.18 

There is no vaccine in Kanchanpur despite the government announcing to provide the booster dose. According to  
Shivaraj Sunar, Chief of the District Health Office, Kanchanpur, it will take another 2-3 days for the vaccination of the  
booster dose to begin.19 

 
13 Onlinekhabar 
14 Ratopati 
15 THT Online 
16 Setopati 
17 Onlinekhabar 
18 Onlinekhabar 
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The campaign to administer the booster dose has not begun in the Sudurpashchim Province as the government has not 
supplied the vaccine for it to the province yet.20 

We lack the syringe required to administer the booster dose of vaccine against COVID-19,  according to Madhu Adhikari 
Gurung, Minister for Health and Population of Gandaki Province. If the syringe can be arranged, then the people could be kept 
safe by administering the booster dose, she said.21  

On 16 January, Santoshi Dhakal stood in line for 3 hours at Janamaitri Hospital in Balaju to get a booster shot. “After waiting 
for 3 hours, I came to know that booster shots will not be administered today (Sunday),” said Dhakal, who is also a nurse by 
profession. “Healthcare workers at the hospital told me that they had not received any instructions on booster shots.”  
Thousands like Dhakal failed to get the boosters at various vaccination centers across the country despite the government 
announcing the administration of the vaccine from 16 January. Patan Hospital however provided the boosters. According to 
hospital administration, booster shots were provided to government employees.22  

The government is set to administer the vaccine against COVID-19 to all citizens above the age of 16 by the end of Chaitra 

(mid-April). It will administer the vaccine via the mobile vaccine service to meet the target, as per the order issued by the 

government to control the COVID-19 pandemic.23 

The data of the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) has shown that the government’s aim to administer the vaccine 

against COVID-19 to 66% of the population by the end of Poush (14 January) was not met. A total of 61% above the age of 18 

took the complete dose and 81% took one dose of the vaccine till the said date, as per MoHP.24  

Minister for Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada said the vaccination drive against COVID-19 is being run with high 

priority. The government has adopted the policy to make the drive more effective by preparing timetables for all 7 provinces 

 
19 Kantipur 
20 Onlinekhabar 
21 Onlinekhabar 
22 The Kathmandu Post 
23 Setopati 
24 Nagarik 
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and conducting the vaccination, he said.25 

Come Friday (21 January), travelers will need to bring their vaccination cars or show proof of being fully vaccinated against 

COVID-19 to board a domestic flight. The government on 16 January implemented a slew of restrictions to prevent the spread 

of COVID-19 as the third wave has hit the country. But airline companies and the regulatory body say there is confusion 

regarding whether the mandatory requirement of vaccination cards to board a domestic flight will be implemented because no 

travel protocols have been issued as of 16 January.26 

The vaccine card and PCR test report have been made mandatory for anyone entering Nepal via the Rani border checkpost of 

Biratnagar from 15 January. As such, those without the card or the PCR test report trying to enter the country via that border 

checkpost are being sent back to India.27  

According to the Mental Health Survey 2077, 5.2% of people aged 13 to 17, and 10% above the age of 18 in Nepal have 

mental health problems. It is estimated that the percentage has increased due to the fear brought on by the COVID-19 

pandemic. Those infected with COVID-19 in Nepal have shown symptoms of psychological problems like being scared, 

worrying, and depression, as per different studies done in Nepal.28 

Despite the rapid spread of the COVID-19 infection in the country, the pressure of the infected in the hospitals is not high like in 

the first and the second waves. As the infected are not getting seriously ill, the experts have guessed the pandemic is getting 

weaker gradually. But doctors have warned that the shortage of healthcare workers working in the COVID-19 wards might be a 

challenge in the future as most healthcare workers are testing positive in PCR tests.29 

 
25 Baahrakhari 
26 The Kathmandu Post 
27 Ratopati 
28 Nagarik 
29 Nayapatrika 
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Most of the COVID-19 infected people are in home isolation at present, but there is risk of the infection spreading in the 

community in such cases, warned Dr Bikash Gauchan, Director of the Tropical and Infectious Disease Hospital of Gandaki. 

Therefore, the infected should be kept in institutionalized isolation, he said.30 

Everyday more around 5 000 people are getting infected with COVID-19 in the country. But the government is busy with its 

regular activities. Prime Minister Sher Bahadur has neither taken the command to control the pandemic nor has he let the 

COVID-19 Crisis Management Center (CCMC) work for the same. He has rather made the CCMC powerless.31 

 

OTHER(S) 

National News 

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has ordered everyone to make necessary preparations to fight the COVID-19 pandemic 
during the meeting of the National Council of Disaster Risk Reduction. He also ordered proper management of holding centers, 
along with conducting the COVID-19 tests.32  

The government is not in favor of imposing a complete lockdown, Minister for Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada said 
during a discussion program at Province 1. The complete lockdown been found to have had a long-term economic and 
psychological impact on people, which is why the government is not in the favor of opting for it, he said. The plan is to keep all 
sectors moving, at least partially, except for schools, he added.33  

 
30 Onlinekhabar 
31 Onlinekhabar 
32 Baahrakhari 
33 Nagarik 
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Transportation entrepreneurs have requested the government to hold a discussion with them before imposing a lockdown in 
the country. They have said it is not right to ban the plying of public vehicles all of a sudden like in the previous years.34 

Minister of Communications and Information Technology Gyanendra Bahadur Karki told mediapersons at a press conference 
on 16 January that the government decided to close cinema halls, gyms, health clubs and private tuition centers until 29 
January. The government urged people not to organize in-person seminars, conferences, or meetings till 12 February, but if 
they have to do so, they should not invite more than 25 people and must conduct Antigen Test before allowing participants into 
meeting halls.35 

The government has decided to shut various public services and amenities until 29 January in view of the rising coronavirus 
cases issued as per the ‘Directives on Prevention and Control of the Omicron-driven Third Wave-2022’.36  

The Education Development and Coordination Unit of Parbat has urged the schools of the district to shut down following  
the decision of the Ministry of Health and Population to close down all schools across the nation. It has drawn the  
attention of the stakeholders concerned after finding out that most of the schools of the district are open without adhering  
to the health protocols.37  

The meeting of the House of Representatives has been rescheduled for 30 January at 1:00 pm. Speaker of HoR Agni Prasad 
Sapkota rescheduled the meeting slated to take place on 17 January in view of the growing risk of COVID-19.38  

A team of CPN-UML called on Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba on 15 January to draw his attention to the spike in 
coronavirus cases and to demand the government’s proactive role on its control, preventions and treatment.39  

Crowds of people have not reduced in public places like Pashupatinath Temple, public vehicles, and market places despite the 
cases of COVID-19 spreading rapidly. But people in these places are not following the public health protocols, increasing the 
risk of the infection.40  

 
34 Setopati 
35 The Himalayan Times 
36 The Kathmandu Post 
37 Setopati 
38 Rastriya Samachar Samiti (in The Himalayan Times) 
39 The Kathmandu Post 
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The Karnali Province has started necessary preparation to deal with the third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, according to 
Chief Minister Jeevan Bahadur Shahi. Beds and oxygen needed for the province’s hospitals have been arranged, along with 
setting up of the holding centers in border checkposts, and bringing into use the quarantine and isolation centers that had been 
operated by the local levels in the past, he said.41 

Minister for Urban Development Ram Kumari Jhankri has violated the protocol related to the control of crowd and COVID-19. 

She held a press conference creating a crowd at a time when the third wave of COVID-19 pandemic has been spreading like 

wildfire and the government has banned gatherings of more than 25 people. Her press meet saw more than 100 journalists 

and employees of the Ministry attending it.42  

Ignoring the rapidly spreading COVID-19 pandemic, the CK Raut-led Janamat Party has announced an 18-day protest 

program in the Tarai. The party has been organizing programs violating public health protocols set up by the government.43 

According to Madhav Narayan Brata Sewa Samiti, Hanumanghat, in Bhaktapur they won’t allow anyone to stay at the 

Hanumanghat for the month-long fasting of Madhav Narayan due to the risk of COVID-19 infection. Only a limited number of 

people will be allowed to observe the fast there.44  

Nepal Police has distributed masks to 11 090 people in the past 24 hours as a part of its ‘Where is your mask?’ campaign.45 

The CPN-UML has ordered all programs of the party with more than 25 people be canceled. The instructions have been made 

issuing a circular to the party offices of all provinces and districts.46 

The government has been promoting an expensive commercial market in the name of PCR test at a time when it is supposed 

to take the responsibility of its citizens amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. Around 5 million PCR tests have been conducted as of 

 
40 Setopati 
41 Onlinekhabar 
42 Ratopati 
43 Ratopati 
44 Setopati 
45 Setopati 
46 Baahrakhari 
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now and the public has spent about Rs 7 000 000 000 for the same. Technicians say a PCR test can be done at minimum Rs  

500 to a maximum Rs 800, but private labs have been charging up to RS 2 000 for a test.47  

The National Health Federation has demanded that the government provide free medicine and treatment to healthcare workers 

deployed during the COVID-19 pandemic. It has demanded that there be a well-managed isolation facility and health insurance 

for the healthcare workers who get infected with COVID-19 while working in the hospitals and health centers.48  

The healthcare workers of Gaushala Municipality in Mahottari district, who were deployed in isolation ward of the COVID-19 

hospital during the first and second waves of the pandemic have been deprived of risk allowance for the past 2 years. 

According to a healthcare worker, the healthcare workers were told that they’d be transferred to other health institutions if they 

continued asking for the risk allowance.49 

The people who had bought the insurance against COVID-19 have filed cases in court against 20 insurance companies after 

not getting their compensation. It has already been a year since they got infected with COVID-19.50  

Minister for Health and Population Birodh Khatiwada said even he has been unable to get the compensation for the insurance 

he had bought against COVID-19.51 

International News  

State media are reporting the Chinese city of Xi’an has gradually begun lifting restrictions after over 3 weeks of lockdown as 
authorities sought to stamp out a local outbreak.52  

 
47 Kantipur 
48 Setopati 
49 The Kathmandu Post 
50 Annapurna Post 
51 Baarhakhari 
52 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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The British Conservative Party chairman rejected calls for Prime Minister Boris Johnson to resign but said he must address the 
culture within his government that resulted in multiple staff gatherings at his residence during coronavirus lockdowns.53  

Tennis superstar Novak Djokovic flew out of Australia on 16 January after a court upheld the government’s decision to cancel 
his visa, capping days of drama over the country’s COVID-19 entry rules and his unvaccinated status. The unanimous ruling by 
a 3-judge Federal Court bench dealt a final blow to Djokovic’s hopes of chasing a record 21st Grand Slam win at the Australian 
Open that starts on 17 January, dismaying his family and supporters.54  

From British Prime Minister Boris Johnson to reality TV star Kim Kardashian, the Dutch royals and now tennis star Novak 
Djokovic, a slew of politicians and celebrities have found themselves in hot water over COVID-19 rules.55  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
53 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
54 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
55 Agence France Presse (in The Himalayan Times) 
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Contacts for further details 

 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
Gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Canada. 

 

Reference Code: 22JAN18MM_113  

 
   

           

mailto:Gurungt@who.int
https://www.who.int/nepal
https://www.facebook.com/WorldHealthOrganizationNepal
https://twitter.com/WHONepal?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrAUZHOkAVAv0v2LT-Pi6PA

