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KEY FIGURES

 4.7K
PEOPLE EVACUATED IN CUBA 
DUE TO FIRE AT OIL STORAGE 

FACILITY

 40K
PEOPLE IN COLOMBIA TO BE 
ASSISTED WITH $2 MILLION 

CERF ALLOCATION

Sources:
• UN Resident Coordinator's Office, Cuba
• OCHA
• OCHA Colombia
• National Atmospheric and Oceanic 

Administration (NOAA), United States

REGIONAL: DISASTER RISK MONITORING

COLOMBIA: FLOODS
Following large-scale flooding in 
Colombia's northern La Mojana 
region that has affected more than 
165,000 people, OCHA is providing 
US$2 million from the UN Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
to respond to the needs of 40,000 
people.  The allocation follows a 2021 
disbursement for US$3 million that 
sought to provide assistance to more 
than 92,800 people. The allocation will 
support rapid response actions such 
as the delivery of food, medicine and 
medical equipment, health brigade 
deployments, public health monitoring 
and facilitating WASH access.

CUBA: OIL FACILITY FIRE
OCHA is providing an Emergency Cash 
Grant (ECG) for US$100,000 for relief 
items to support response to a massive 
fire at an oil storage facility in Matanzas, 
north-western Cuba. Firefighters have 
extinguished the fire at two of the 
facility's eight tanks and are working 
on a fire at a third tank. Officials say the 
fires no longer pose a threat to spread 
further or cause additional explosions.

The fire also prompted the evacuation 
of about 4,700 people and has led to 
at least 130 injuries and the deaths of 
2 firefighters. Some 14 people remain 
missing. Authorities say there is 

evidence that environmental pollution 
indicators have decreased following 
initial reports that smoke from the 
fire contained poisonous gases and air 
pollutants.

ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON
The United States’ National 
Atmospheric and Oceanic 
Administration (NOAA) adjusted their 
May 2022 Atlantic hurricane season 
forecast, which now projects a decreased 
likelihood of an above-normal season 
(originally 65 per cent, now at 60) and 
an increase in the likelihood of near-
normal activity from 10 per cent to 30 
per cent.

The adjusted forecast nevertheless calls 
for 14 to 20 named storms, 6 to 10 of 
which might become hurricanes and 
3 to 5 of which could become major 
hurricanes. Despite the slight reduction 
in projected activity, NOAA notes 
that there are several atmospheric and 
oceanic conditions that may yet favour 
an active season, including La Niña 
conditions forecast to remain for the 
rest of 2022, weaker tropical Atlantic 
trade winds, an active west African 
Monsoon and above-normal sea-surface 
temperatures in the Atlantic.

Colombia. Mass flooding in the northern La Mojana region 
has affected some 165,000 people since 2021. 
Photo: OCHA/Laura Arias and Luis Henao
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KEY FIGURES

 5.2M
PEOPLE TARGETED FOR 

ASSISTANCE

Sources:
• Venezuela: Humanitarian Response Plan, 

2022-2023 (https://bit.ly/3JUY737)

VENEZUELA: HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE

Venezuela's newly issued Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) for the 2022-2023 
Humanitarian Programme Cycle is 
seeking US$795 million to assist some 
5.2 million people in need. The plan 
is focused on providing assistance and 
strengthening the provision of basic 
services and livelihoods, as prioritized 
by level of vulnerability.

Per the UN Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(ECLAC), 2021 saw Venezuela close a 
cycle of accelerated recession following 
a cumulative contraction of 75 per 
cent in the past 8 years. While there 
is some growth projected for 2022, it 
will take some time for this to result in 
improvements to basic service access, 
restored livelihoods and reduced 
protection risks.

The HRP will address the most pressing 
needs in public health; nutrition, 
food security and livelihoods; human 
mobility; protection risks; access to 

basic services; and access to education. 
The plan's activities also seek to 
build capacities at the institutional, 
community and individual levels to 
strengthen resilience and capacity 
for recovery, which will promote the 
Humanitarian-Development Nexus 
and help Venezuela in achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The majority of the plan's 
activities are concentrated in the states 
of Amazonas, Apure, Bolívar, Delta 
Amacura, Falcón, Miranda, Sucre and 
Zulia.

Amid climate change forecasts that 
call for altered weather patterns, the 
plan also features support for national 
authorities in disaster preparedness, 
mitigation and response.  Heavy rains 
and flooding in 2021 affected some 95 
municipalities in the country.

Venezuela. Education activities in Amazonas, implemented 
by the ASEINC NGO with financing from the Venezuela 
Humanitarian Fund (VHF) work with teachers in vulnerable 
communities. Photo: OCHA/Hector Pereira
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 $795M
REQUIRED IN FINANCING FOR 

2022


