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Persons of concern (PoCs) per region as of 28 Feb. 2022 

Burkina Faso 
 1 January – 28 February 2022  
 

According to the National Council for 
Emergency Relief and Rehabilitation 
(CONASUR), 1,814,283 individuals 
have fled their homes seeking safety 
as of 28 February 2022. A 4,17% 
increase compared to January 2022. As 
of 28 February 2022, Burkina Faso 
also continued to generously host 
25,191 refugees whose majority is 
located in the Sahel region. 

 
 

In the framework of the UN 
Emergency Response Team (UNHCR, 
WFP, UNCIEF, with the support of 
OCHA), UNHCR has provided 6,325 
families with clothes, 3,637 families 
with CRI kits and 176 families with 
shelter in the Cascades, East, North 
and Sahel regions. UNHCR warmly 
thanks its UN Partners for the good 
coordination! 

 
 

On 28 February, the Protection Cluster 
shared two notes highlighting the 
protection risks civilian populations 
face in Djibo (Sahel region) and Thiou 
(North region), where latest security 
incidents proved the need to 
collectively address the challenges 
linked to the reduction of 
humanitarian access and to uphold the 
protection of civilians. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

KEY INDICATORS 

30,878 
Civil documents have been distributed to members of 
the IDP and host communities during the reporting 
period.  

1,053 

Shelters have been provided to IDPs and host 
communities during the reporting period. 

3,151 
Core Relief Item kits have been provided to IDPs, refugees 
and host communities. 

  FUNDING REQUESTED FOR THE BURKINA FASO 
OPERATION (AS OF 22 FEBRUARY 2021) 

USD 109.9M 

 
 
     

93%

7%

Unfunded Funded

USD 102.7M 

USD 7.2M 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/90826
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OPERATIONAL CONTEXT 
The security situation continues to be of concern in Burkina Faso. Over the reporting period, armed 

groups have been carrying out more complex attacks, using direct or indirect and fire, suicide vehicles, 

pedestrian infiltration, and improvised explosive devices (IEDs). State actors and capacities are 

increasingly being targeted. Armed groups have also systematically destroyed critical telecom 

infrastructure and water points, isolating entire localities in the Sahel, North, Centre-North, and Boucle 

du Mouhoun regions. As a result, according to the Ministry of National Education, Literacy and 

Promotion of National Languages, 3,683 schools had already been closed as of 28 February 2022. This 

represents 14,71% of Burkina Faso’s overall schooling infrastructure and currently affects 590,327 

students as well as 17,309 teachers in eight out of the thirteen regions of the country. 

 

Humanitarian access continues to be hindered, especially since fighting has intensified between National 

Forces of Defense and Security and armed groups, particularly in the Cascades, Boucle du Mouhoun, 

North, Sahel, East and Centre-North regions. According to the United Nations Mine Action Service, the 

month of February 2022 has reportedly been the deadliest since the beginning of the conflict as 36 IED 

incidents resulting in 78 deaths throughout the country. With the continuous deterioration of the 

protection environment, civilians will experience more incidents. Throughout the country, an increasing 

number of incidents involving women brutalized by armed groups have been reported.  

 

By the end of January 2022, political uncertainty added some further uncertainty. On 24 January, the 

first democratically elected President of Burkina Faso since 1978, Roch Marc Christian Kaboré, was 

overthrown by the Mouvement Patriotique pour la Sauvegarde et la Restauration (MPSR) led by the Lt.-Col. 

Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba. Burkina Faso has subsequently been suspended from the ECOWAS and 

African Union institutions. Then, the Lt.-Col. Damiba was sworn in as President of Burkina Faso, Head 

of State, before the Constitutional Council on 16 February 2022. Straight after his investiture, the 

President created a Transition technical Commission to draft the Charter and propose the agenda of the 

Transition. Delivered within the prescribed two-week period, these documents were adopted during the 

night from 28 February to 1 March 2022. As a result, the Transition will last three years and will be 

presided over by the Lt.-Col. Damiba, who has officially become President of Burkina Faso. 

 

 

  

UNHCR latest out of camp and urban refugee interventions 
 

As of 28 February 2022, Burkina Faso continued to generously host 25,191 refugees. Amongst 
those, UNHCR has identified approx. 13,000 refugees in Dori, including those who fled security 
incidents that occurred in Goudoubo camp as of November 2021. 
 

As part of its efforts to mitigating pressure on national services and basic infrastructures as well as to 
foster peaceful coexistence between communities, UNHCR supports Dori’s educational capacities, in 
addition to its health interventions. Given the large number of students who arrived from Goudoubo, 
amongst whom half still needs to be integrated within Dori’s education system, UNHCR has finalized 
the building of 3 classrooms and equipped them with benches made of recycled plastic by the 
refugees, IDPs and members of the host community who work in the plastic transformation local 
association. 
 
Over the reporting period, UNHCR and its partners continued to provide the most vulnerable refugee 
families residing in Dori and its surroundings with food and cash assistance. As a result, UNHCR 
provided 2,554 families with food assistance worth 4,000 XOF per family and 2,390 families with a 
cash allowance worth 4,000 XOF to complete the food assistance provided.  
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MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS 

Protection 
■ Protection Monitoring (Project 21) activities implemented by UNHCR and its partners during the first 

two months of 2022 covered 52 communes in the nine most affected regions of the country, 71% of 

which were in hard-to-reach areas where data collection and analysis was done remotely. 9,334 

people were identified as having survived human rights violations, including attacks on freedom and 

security, forced restriction of movement, attacks on physical or psychological integrity, property 

rights, attacks on the right to life, psychological violence, attacks on children's rights and gender-

based violence (GBV). Amongst those, 33 people were survivors of GBV, 67% of whom were women 

and 30% of whom were children. The main perpetrators of rights violations (99.80%) remained by far 

members of armed groups. Following the identification of protection needs, 73 persons were assisted 

and received cash assistance (68%) or were referred to the appropriate care and services (32%). 

■ UNHCR pursues its support to national authorities for the registration of asylum-seekers and IDPs. 

From 1 January to 28 February, UNHCR continued to strengthen the capacity of the National Council 

for Emergency Relief and Rehabilitation (CONASUR) to process, visualize and analyze IDP 

registration data. This support is part of the technical assistance UNHCR has been providing to the 

CONASUR since the new IDP registration questionnaire has been put in place in the North, Centre-

North and Sahel regions in September 2021. 

■ From January to February 2022, UNHCR and its partners signed a partnership agreement and 

proceeded to the planning of their activities to mitigate the risks of statelessness. Three concept 

notes were developed. The first one, to strengthen the skills and reinforce the capacities of 40 key 

actors in the Centre Region on civil status and statelessness, including Secretary-Generals of 

municipalities, Heads of Civil Registry Services and members of the Media. This first intervention will 

contribute to (i) sensitize actors in charge of the administration of civil status and the population; (ii) 

encourage possible solutions to ensure continuity in the delivery of birth certificates to IDPs; (iii) 

appeal to the Government for the improvement of the legal framework relating to civil status; (iv) 

and facilitate the access of the population to the documentation. The second concept note focuses 

on strengthening the skills of 50 humanitarian actors and local authorities in the East region on the 

birth certificates issuance procedures. The aim is to equip the actors and facilitate the establishment 

of 1,500 declaratory judgments of birth in the commune of Fada-N'Gourma. Finally, the third concept 

note deals with the support (i) to provide the Government with, to facilitate the deployment of the 

integrated technological solution "i-CIVIL" in the North region; (ii) to digitalize the declaration 

process, facts recording and the production of civil status certificates such as birth certificates. 

■ In addition, from 18 to 25 February, in accordance with its Global Action Plan against statelessness 

and in the context of the global #IBelong campaign to eradicate statelessness by 2024, UNHCR 

provided the Government of Burkina Faso with capacity building support in the Boucle du Mouhoun, 

North and East regions. These interventions resulted in the identification of beneficiaries and the 

establishment of a roadmap for the issuance of civil documentation for persons at risk of 

statelessness. Thus, 11,500 declaratory or supplementary birth certificates, 13,778 Burkinabè 

national identity cards (CNIB), as well as 5,600 certificates of nationality were delivered to IDP and 

members of the host communities. To date, biometric data collection operations for the issuance of 

CNIBs and hearings for the issuance of supplementary birth certificates and/or certificates of 

nationality are in progress.  
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Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
■ Jointly with its partners, UNHCR continues to implement GBV prevention, risks mitigation and 

response activities. In an effort to mainstream GBV risk mitigation, UNHCR was invited to provide a 

presentation to members of the Housing, Land and Property AoR. Participants were sensitized on 

their roles and responsibilities to address the risk of GBV, introduced to the appropriate tools to 

integrate GBV Risk mitigation into HLP programming as well as how to securely manage GBV 

incidents reporting and referral. 

 

Shelter and Core-Relief Items (CRI) 
■ UNHCR continues to provide shelter assistance ranging from the provision of emergency shelter to 

semi-durable and durable shelter supports, combined with the distribution of CRIs throughout the 

country. These interventions aim at improving the living conditions, the physical safety, and the 

dignity of IDP as well as host communities. During the reporting period, UNHCR provided a total of 

1,053 shelters including 608 emergency shelters designed to provide immediate and temporary 

shelter solutions and 409 semi-durable shelters. In addition, 18,906 individuals benefitted from 3,151 

CRI kits, including 665 kits provided through cash transfers and 2,486 in-kind to IDPs and vulnerable 

host families. 

■ The Shelter Cluster continues to coordinate the shelter and CRIs response. Over 3,993 shelters have 

been built by partners and 3,354 CRI kits distributed. With increasing new displacements, the needs 

in shelter are growing and additional resources are urgently needed. As of 28 February, due to 

resource constraints, needs were only covered at 0,95%. As a result, during the first two months of 

2022, UNHCR provided ¼ of the overall number of shelters provided by all shelter actors and 93% 

of throughout the country during the first two months of 2022. 

■ On 17 February, UNHCR facilitated a monitoring visit of two representatives of the Belgian Embassy, 

in order to follow the implementation of the ecological and sustainable “Nubian vault-type” shelter 

project in the Centre-North region. Nubian vault-types shelters are better suited to the Sahelian 

climate, are built according to an environmentally friendly traditional technique and mobilize local 

communities who are provided with an opportunity to acquire vocational skills and improve their 

livelihoods. During this visit, the delegation visited the site of Wayalguin (also known as the 5 

hectares site), that had generously been offered by customary authorities as a result of a local 

negotiation initiated by UNHCR and the Social Action. On the site, UNHCR and its Belgian partners 

had the opportunity to visit the completed durable shelters, exchange views with beneficiaries from 

the IDP and host communities, as well as the local authorities involved in the project including a 

representative of the regional Social Action service and the Spokesperson of the Naaba Koom, the 

Customary Chief who offered land to IDPs. While beneficiaries expressed their profound gratitude 

towards the Kingdom of Belgium. 

  

Latest achievements of the UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP and OCHA Joint Emergency 
Response Team 

 

Set up to respond in a more agile, rapid and coordinated manner to large-scale internal 
displacements, the country joint Emergency Response Teams (ERTs) is composed of UNHCR, 
UNICEF, WFP and OCHA staff members. As of 28 February, it has carried out six interventions in 
the North, Sahel, Cascades and East regions over the reporting period. In these four regions, the ERTs 
have provided 6,325 families with clothes (UNHCR), 13,458 families with food assistance (WFP) and 
3,637 families with CRI kits (UNHCR and UNICEF). 
 
In this framework, UNHCR also provided 176 families with shelter in Ouahigouya, and began the 
construction of 623 and 177 shelters, respectively in Gorom-Gorom and in Djibo. 
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Education 
■ On 10 February, UNHCR Representative handed over computer equipment and seventeen laptops 

to the Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF) as part of the training of refugee students in 

digital professions. This joint UNHCR-AUF training on web and mobile development will last eight 

months. Developed in the framework of the MoU signed between UNHCR and AUF at the global 

level, this training will aim at searching for sustainable and innovative solutions for 13 refugees as 

well as to promote and facilitate access to tertiary education. Ultimately, the training will enable 

learners to acquire skills on the design of applications, web user interfaces, databases, as well as on 

content management. 

■ On 25 January, UNHCR and its partners surveyed 100 refugee families, on the “obstacles to access 

and pursue education for children in situations of forced displacement” in the Sahel region. This 

survey is part of the regional component of the Multi-Year Resilience Program funded by Education 

Cannot Wait for the Central Sahel and implemented by the UNHCR-UNICEF-NRC consortium. 

 

Health and COVID-19 Response 
■ From 1 January to 28 February 2022, UNHCR implemented several activities to the benefit of 

refugees and asylum-seekers in Ouagadougou, Bobo Dioulasso, Dori and Djibo. Amongst others, 

these activities included: (i) community engagement and health promotion in the form of home visits; 

(ii) awareness campaigns on the topics of sexual and reproductive health, the advantages of birth-

assistance provided, the recognition of danger signs during pregnancy and post-partum, water 

hygiene, as well as environmental sanitation; (iii) training on malnutrition screening for children from 

six months to five years old, the benefits of breastfeeding children from zero to two years and 

cooking demonstrations of enriched porridge; (iii) the dissemination of best practices, preventive and 

barriers measures against COVID-19; (iv) access to COVID-19 vaccines; (v) as well as sensitization 

campaigns on the benefits of joining a mutual health insurance for PoCs. 

■ As of 28 February, Burkina Faso has recorded 20,791 confirmed cases of COVID-19, including 378 

deaths and 20,378 recoveries. In total, more than 2,964 refugees and asylum seekers have been 

vaccinated since the national vaccination campaign began on 2 June 2021. This represents an 

achievement rate of 27.08% for all eligible PoCs. UNHCR pursues its sensitization efforts to increase 

PoC’s COVID-19 vaccination coverage. 

 

DURABLE SOLUTIONS AND DEVELOPMENT 
■ The search for durable solutions for refugees living in Burkina Faso remains a key challenge in the 

current regional security and sociopolitical context. In such a complex context, third-country 

resettlement remains an important international tool to protect the most vulnerable refugees. 

UNHCR continues and will continue identifying and interviewing vulnerable refugee families for 

submission to potential resettlement countries, including the United States of America. 

■ Following the successful completion of UNHCR Technical Assistance Project, in the framework of 

the World Bank-funded Projet d’Appui aux Collectivités Territoriales (PACT) that has been completed in 

2021; several joint World Bank-PACT-UNHCR preparatory working sessions were held in January 

2022. Having ended on 30 September 2021, the PACT allowed UNHCR to provide technical 

assistance and capacity-building sessions to 500 local stakeholders and CRI kits to 400,000 IDPs in 

108 municipalities, in the six regions prioritized in the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP). 

■ These sessions provided an opportunity to consider the pursuit of collaboration in the framework of 

the second phase of the PACT, which is expected to be effective by June 2022. This second phase 

should target a significant number of the most displacement-affected municipalities, with a particular 

focus on supporting the delivery of civil status services and documentation. 
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WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP 
■ In Burkina Faso, UNHCR works with 15 partners including the Government, UN sister agencies, 

development actors and implementing partners. UNHCR continues to fully play its leading and 

coordination role within the (i) Protection, (ii) Shelter/CRI and (iii) GSAT/CCCM Clusters. 

■ On 28 February, UNHCR shared two Protection Notes to the Humanitarian Country Team in Burkina 

Faso. Elaborated by the North and the Sahel region sub-national Protection Clusters, these two notes 

synthetize the protection risks civilian populations face within the current security context. The 

Protection Cluster note on the situation in Djibo, Sahel region, outlines the key protection challenges, 

in particular for children and women who make up for the majority of the displaced population. The 

rapid deterioration of the protection environment includes greater exposure to murder, Gender-

Based Violence, violence against children, while the main challenges related to humanitarian access, 

the protection of civilians, as well as access to basic services. Civil documentation remains a central 

issue as people are often forced to flee and leave their documents behind. The Protection Cluster 

note on the situation in Thiou, North region, highlights the numerous challenges IDPs and members 

of the host community face due to increased pressure on access to land, resources (water) and 

essential public services. In the meantime, the Protection Cluster depicts the way such a rapid influx 

of IDP puts social cohesion and peaceful coexistence at risk, as both IDPs and the host community 

suffer from insecurity, the lack of economic opportunities and the scarcity of resources. Addressing 

key recommendations to the Government of Burkina Faso, the Humanitarian Country Team, the 

Resident Coordinator/Humanitarian Coordinator, as well as the Heads of Cluster Lead Agencies and 

Organizations, these two notes are fully part of UNHCR advocacy efforts in Burkina Faso. 

■ In the wake of the new political situation, UNHCR exchanged views with some of its partners on the 

way it continues to work and engage with its national counterparts such as the National Commission 

for Emergency Relief and Rehabilitation (CONASUR). Thus, over the reporting period, UNHCR met 

with DG ECHO, France and Canada and presented the way it continues to closely cooperate with 

the CONASUR on IDP registration and documentation as well as the regional dimension of UNHCR 

response to the Burkinabè displacement crisis, as part of the Sahel Situation. 

 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Western & Central Africa Regional Portal 

Sahel Crisis Portal 

Burkina Faso Portal 

Facebook 

Twitter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January/February’s most popular tweet! 

 

  

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/search?country=&situation%5B%5D=48&text=&type%5B%5D=document&partner=&working_group=&sector=&date_from=&date_to=&uploader=&country_json=%7B%220%22%3A%22%22%7D&sector_json=%7B%220%22%3A%22%22%7D&apply=
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/search?country=&situation%5B%5D=46&text=&type%5B%5D=document&partner=&working_group=&sector=&date_from=&date_to=&uploader=&country_json=%7B%220%22%3A%22%22%7D&sector_json=%7B%220%22%3A%22%22%7D&apply=
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/search?country=594&country_1=0&text=&type%5B%5D=document&partner=&working_group=&sector=&date_from=&date_to=&uploader=&country_json=%7B%220%22%3A%22594%22%7D&sector_json=%7B%220%22%3A%22%22%7D&apply=
https://www.facebook.com/UNHCRBurkinaFaso
https://twitter.com/UNHCR_BF
https://twitter.com/UNHCR_BF/status/1491033319383138304
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
As of 22 February 2022, the total recorded contributions for the operation amount to USD 7.2M. 

UNHCR is grateful for the critical support provided by donors who have contributed to this operation 

as well as those who have contributed to UNHCR programmes with unearmarked or broadly earmarked 

funds. 

 

 

 
 

 

Special thanks to the major donors of softly earmarked funds  

Norway | Private donors 

 

Thanks to other donors of unearmarked or broadly earmarked funds  

Sweden (77.6 million) | Norway (72.5 million) | Netherlands (37.2 million) | Denmark (35.6 million) | 

Germany (27.6 million) | Switzerland (18.4 million) | Belgium (11.9 million) | Ireland (11.8 million)  

Algeria | Armenia | Bulgaria | Canada | Estonia | Finland | Iceland | Liechtenstein | Lithuania | Luxembourg 

| Monaco | Montenegro | Peru | Qatar | Republic of Korea | Saudi Arabia | Singapore | Thailand | Turkey | 

Uruguay | Private donors 

 

CONTACTS 

Melike Trigg, External Relations and Public Information Officer – trigg@unhcr.org 

Bernadette Ippet, Associate External Relations and Reporting Officer – ippetlet@unhcr.org 

Moussa Bougma, Communications and Public Information Associate – bougma@unhcr.org 

Antoine Ellias, Associate External Relations Officer – ellias@unhcr.org  
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