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SITUATION: 
 

Department Deaths Injuries Missing 
Affected 
Persons 

Antioquia 17 39 5 48124 
Arauca 0 0 0 240 
Atlántico 3 0 0 70804 
Bolívar 2 0 0 263978 
Boyacá 2 0 0 27010 
Caldas 6 20 0 9420 
Caquetá 0 2 0 1885 
Casanare 0 0 0 100 
Cauca 16 8 1 13833 
Cesar 2 1 0 70080 
Chocó 0 0 1 152269 
Córdoba 0 0 0 97110 
Cundinamarca 
(incl. Bogotá) 1 3 0 13645 
Guaviare 0 0 0 2930 
La Guajira 1 1 2 39206 
Huila 2 0 0 9820 
Magdalena 1 0 0 148374 
Meta 0 0 0 8632 
Nariño 4 3 0 4990 
Norte de 
Santander 4 11 0 7216 
Putumayo 0 0 0 92 
Quindío 2 1 0 2565 
Risaralda 4 2 3 13090 
San Andrés 0 0 0 300 
Santander 1 0 0 62117 
Sucre 0 0 0 104811 
Tolima 4 3 5 33610 
Valle del 
Cauca 4 6 1 41371 
National 
Total 76 100 18 1247622 

Source: Guide.  Action Plan for Emergency Management during 
the Rainy Season.  SNPAD.  Bogotá.  December 15th, 2008. 
 
According to IDEAM, rainfall has diminished in 
most of Colombia, but there are still alerts for 
potential landslides in several areas in Chocó and 
eastern Cauca and Nariño. 
 

In addition, INGEOMINAS maintains an Orange 
Alert (eruption likely in a matter of days or 
weeks) for Volcán Nevado del Huila (VNH). 

Data on the level of affectation due to the rainy 
season has shown increases, with figures for 
January 2009 at 1,247,622 affected persons, 76 
dead, 100 injured, 2,355 destroyed homes and 
94,571 flooded homes.  In all of 2008, there were 
1,636,513 affected persons, which surpasses any 
figures for the past 10 years, with flooding being the 
principal event causing affectation1. 

DPAD reported that for 2008 there was a public 
calamity declared for 100 municipalities (88 due to 
the rainy season), and that this connects to the 2007 
disaster situation which had been declared for 
Córdoba department and several municipalities in 
La Mojana region. 

IDEAM, for its part, has raised an alert due to 
potential droughts, water rationing, frosts and forest 
fires, due to the start of the dry season.  SNPAD is 
preparing contingency plans. 

NATIONAL RESPONSE: 
 
Humanitarian assistance continues in areas affected 
by flooding, with descending flood waters.  
According to a communique from CONPES, the 
Government of Colombia spent as part of its 
response, preparations and recovery a total of 
COP$379 billion (approx US$180 million) in 2008.  
For 2009, it reassigned existing funding totaling 
COP$810 billion (approx US$400 million) to be 
implemented in affected regions for recovery, 
infrastructure, housing, education, water and 
sanitation and economic recovery. 

                                                 
1 SNPAD. Guide.  Action Plan for Emergency Management 
during the Rainy Season.  SNPAD.  Bogotá.  December 15th, 
2008. 
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DPAD, for its part, spend more than  COP57 billion 
(approx US$25 million) from the National Calamity 
Fund to support responses, together with local 
departmental and municipal governments, Defensa 
Civil, the Colombian Red Cross, and Instituto 
Colombiano de Bienestar Familiar. 
 

• Volcán Nevado del Huila: 
In addition to SNPAD humanitarian emergency aid 
following the eruption and avalanches in the area 
around the volcano, there has been recent work in 
communications and shelter.  According to the 
report prepared by the needs assessment team 
(DPAD, WFP, OCHA, Diakonie, OXFAM) 
deployed as part of the DIPECHO response with the 
French Red Cross, a radio communications network 
was established for the area of influence of the 
volcano.  The network will be complemented with 
OCHA resources.  In this way, isolated 
communities, mostly from the Nasa indigenous 
people, can maintain direct contact with other 
communities, CLOPAD and CREPAD as well as 
other entities.  It was also reported that three 
existing radio stations in the area have been 
strengthened by DPAD with high-capacity 
generators.  In the area of shelter, of the 39 shelters 
identified, 7 have been improved with evacuation 
routes, basic sanitation and other logistics. 
 
SNPAD continues to strengthen local response 
capacity, both at the institutional and community 
level, in the affected areas.  In this way local 
committees, technical and operational groups in the 
zone have been strengthened, in rural and urban 
areas, particularly at educational centers. 
 
Also in the area of influence, the Vice Minister of 
Water and Sanitation, with the support of the CASH 
Commission on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene, 
approved a total of 800 million COP (approx 

US$400 thousand) for water and sanitation, to be 
allocated as follows: 
 

• COP 500 million (approx US$250 thousand) 
for watsan reconstruction in 5 Cauca 
municipalities, to be implemented by the 
Government of Cauca. 

• COP 300 million (approx US$150 thousand) 
for watsan improvements in Páez-Belalcázar 
and Inzá shelters.  The resources will be 
transferred from the National Calamity Fund 
to SNPAD which will implement the funds. 

 
INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE: 
 
Activities implemented in December 
As reported in the most recent OCHA Sitrep on the 
Second Rainy Season (15 December 2008), several 
organizations have allocated funding to begin 
emergency response and projects throughout 
Colombia. 
 
COSUDE allocated US$150 thousand to provide 
humanitarian assistance to Medio San Juan and 
Litoral municipalities in Chocó department, with 
the support of the Colombian Red Cross. 
 
UNICEF allocated US$1.35 million for water and 
sanitation, health, food security, education, child 
protection, coordination and logistics projects. 
 
WFP will distribute food valued at US$500 
thousand to 30,000 in the most affected 
communities of Chocó and La Mojana. 
 
OCHA will activate a US$60 thousand Cash Grant 
for telecommunications in Volcán Nevado del 
Huila.  
 
UNDP allocated US$100 thousand for coordination 
and institutional support. 
UNHCR allocated US$7,218 to aid IDPs victims of 
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the rainy season in Magdalena Medio. 
 
Plan International is allocating US$100 thousand 
with UNICEF for health and watsan projects, and is 
requesting further funding. 
 
January activities 

1. Central Emergency Response Fund / 
CERF 

UNS Agencies, International NGOs and SNPAD 
are requesting and allocating funds for proposed 
projects for the first phase of the UNETE Flood 
Response Plan Colombia 2008, presented on 
December 17th, 2008.  To date, and with the 
activation of CERF funding (rapid response 
window), a total of US$3.1 million were approved 
for a 3 month period: 
 
US$1,271,938 for “Emergency Food Aid for 
Persons Affected by Natural Disasters in 
Colombia”, led by WFP. 
US$356,984 for reproductive and maternal health in 
affected communities, and for the hygiene and 
dignity of women affected by flooding in Chocó, 
Magdalena Medio and La Mojana”, led by UNFPA. 
US$466,418 for emergency shelters in La Mojana 
and Chocó, led by IOM. 
US$240,001 for “Immediate Assistance to Increase 
Food Production for Vulnerable Rural Residents 
Affected by the 2008 Rainy Season”, led by FAO. 
US$800,000 for an integral response plan to ensure 
the survival and protection of minors most affected 
by flooding in Chocó, led by UNICEF. 
 

2. Food aid 
To date, WFP has sent two food shipments in the 
last few weeks of December to Litoral de San Juan 
in Chocó, to 30 communities and a total of 4,500 
people, and in Plato (Magdalena) to a total of 330 
people. 
 

The task of food delivery in affected zones will 
restart in the next few days in La Mojana, Volcán 
Nevado del Huila, Magdalena Medio and Chocó in 
several areas of Bajo Atrato and Litoral del San 
Juan. 
 

3. Child protection 
Through an alliance between BBVA and UNICEF, 
ATM users have provided UNICEF more than 
COP$120 million (approx US$60 thousand) to be 
allocated to education in flooded communities.  
Collected funds will be used to acquire education 
kits and other school items to ensure reintegration 
into classes for 500 thousand affected children. 
 
As children will begin classes in February, UNICEF 
prioritized education aid through the strategy, 
“Return to My School”.  The proposal seeks a safe 
environment for children, a goal coordinated with 
CLOPAD officials at the local level in 3 workshops 
held with 120 decision makers in Bucaramanga, 
Magangue and Istmina municipalities.  Training is 
also being provided to teachers during the transition 
phase between the emergency and normal school 
activities, with municipal plans. 
 
The integral protection strategy includes the Health, 
Nutrition, Water and Sanitation, Education and 
psychosocial recovery components.  From January 
17th to 28th, Training Workshops will be held for 
400 volunteer teen-agers between the ages of 14 and 
18 in 12 municipalities in Magdalena Medio region: 
Barrancabermeja, Cantagallo, San Pablo, Puerto 
Wilches. La Mojana: Sucre, Majagual, Guaranda, 
Caimito. In Chocó: Istmina, Novita, Medio San 
Juan y Litoral San Juan. 
 
In addition, 100 trunks with recreation kits have 
been sent for 8,000 children, and 60 trunks with 
school kits have been sent for teachers and 80 
children working as counterparts in the project 
(Diocese of Istmina in Choco, Proinapsa in 
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Bucaramanga and Diocese of Sincelejo in La 
Mojana). 
 

4. Water and Sanitation 
UNICEF has completed full assessments in Water 
and Sanitation as well as inventories of water tanks 
in communities to make more efficient and 
rationalize water and sanitation resource 
distribution in prioritized regions (Chocó, 
Magdalena Medio and La Mojana). Water filters 
have also been distributed to families. 
 

5. Strengthening institutional capacity in 
Early Recovery 

UNDP, within the implementation of the UNETE 
Flood Response Plan, has allocated BCPR funding 
to respond.  To implement in this area a specialist 
consultant was sent on mission from BCPR.  The 
mission has the goal of identifying the response 
strategy of officials in the recovery process and 
potential support requirements to evaluate needs 
and plan recovery actions.  A visit is programmed 
with Departmental Disaster Prevention and 
Assistance Committees for Chocó, Sucre and 
Bolívar.  
 
This mission began on January 5th and will end on 
January 23rd, and is oriented towards facilitating 
inter-agency coordination to plan activities with 
three expected results: strengthening national 
coordination mechanisms, supporting recovery 
needs assessments and supporting recovery 
frameworks and plans. 
 
 
 


