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Of these houses, 57% were destroyed and 12% 
sustained major damage. This information is based on a 
recent report from the Director General of Human 
Settlement at the Indonesian Public Works Department. 
The total amount of settlement areas affected by the 
tsunami amounted to 173,673 hectares, of which 35% 
were completely destroyed. 
 

 
A local citizen breaks up debris in order to obtain and sell the 
steel at salvage yards in Lhok Nga, Aceh Besar, June 14, 2005.
Photo source: BRR/Arif Ariadi 

 
Buildings and Infrastructure  
According to the Public Works report, below is the 
damage to public buildings and infrastructure: 
 
Public Buildings (damaged or destroyed) 
Health Facilities: 693 hospitals or clinics (of which 
66% destroyed) 
School Buildings: 1,662 schools (of which 46% 
destroyed) 
Religious Buildings: 2,580 mosques and mushollas (of 
which 43% destroyed) 
Government Buildings: 1,412 buildings (of which 71% 
destroyed) 
Markets & Kiosks: 1,416 units (of which 75% 
destroyed) 
 
Infrastructure (damaged or destroyed) 
Total roads: 2,617 km 

• Arterial roads (provincial connecting roads): 
603 km (of which 38% destroyed) 

• City roads: 654 km (of which 28% destroyed) 
• Local neighborhood roads: 1,360 km (of which 

34% destroyed) 
Bridges: 2,267 bridges (of which 67% destroyed) 
Water ducts: 7,122 ducts (of which 83% destroyed) 
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Latest News From BRR 

Facts and Figures – 6 Months On 
 
BANDA ACEH, June 19, 2005 – Almost six months 
after the tsunami, and six weeks into the operations of 
the Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Agency (BRR) 
on the ground, BRR is in the process of gathering the 
latest information on the aftermath of the tsunami. 
 

Dead and Missing 
Based on information received from the Indonesian 
Red Cross (PMI), as of June 18, 2005 the number of 
bodies that have been retrieved and buried has reached 
131,029. The number of missing remains 
approximately 37,000. 
 

 
Body retrieval carried out by Indonesian Red Cross (PMI) 
volunteers, Photo source: PMI  

 

Number of IDPs 
The latest information indicates that there are over 
500,000 IDPs in Aceh and over 22,000 in Nias. In 
Aceh, about half of the IDPs (approximately 250,000) 
are staying in tents, while approximately 150,000 more 
are in the Government’s temporary shelters. The 
remaining estimated 100,000 are either staying with 
host families or have started rebuilding their houses.  
 

The Director of BRR, Dr. Kuntoro Mangkusubroto, has 
stated that he encourages IDPs to return to their 
original land, with an understanding of the risks in 
certain areas, and to come to consensus among the 
community about the rebuilding of their villages. These 
village plans can then be proposed to BRR. 
 

Houses Destroyed 
According to BRR’s Deputy of Housing and 
Infrastructure, Eddy Purwanto, 116,880 houses were 
destroyed or damaged in 2,496 villages throughout 17 
affected kabupaten (regencies) from a total of 21 
regencies and municipalities in Aceh. 
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Meetings Conducted 
 
The group commented that the people of Nias would 
like to be more involved in the reconstruction process. 
 
 

 
Kuntoro explains to Nias community members the steps BRR will 
take in the reconstruction of Nias during a meeting organized by the 
Indonesian Church Association of Nias. Photo source: BRR/Arif 
Ariadi 
 
The association outlined some of the things that they 
hope will happen in Nias: 
• Resolve health problems such as malnutrition and 

disease 
• Revitalize industries, such as rubber, coconut, and 

cocoa plantations so they can restore their 
livelihoods 

• Modernize institutions to enable them to cope with 
development 

• Involve local human resources in reconstruction 
work if available 

 

 
 
A Nias community representative dresses Kuntoro in traditional 
Nias tribal clothes. Photo source: BRR/Arif Ariadi 
 

Kuntoro Meets Nias Community 
Members 

 

MEDAN, June 17, 2005 – On Friday, Kuntoro met 
with the Indonesian Church Association of Nias, 
consisting of around 70 people made up of church 
leaders, NGO representatives, as well as village and 
community leaders organized under the movement 
Nias Bangkit (“Raise Nias”). 
 
Kuntoro shared with the organization some of the 
proposed activities that BRR will be undertaking, 
including the reconstruction budget recently forwarded 
to the House of Representatives for approval and such 
programs as infrastructure and health. 
 

 
 
Kuntoro receives a book from Priest Pramudianto, representative 
of the Nias community association and author of the book. Photo 
source: BRR/Arif Ariadi 

 
The association shared their views regarding the 
reconstruction of schools and roads in Nias, health 
issues, and the rehabilitation of seagoing transportation, 
because their main livelihood stems from exporting 
agricultural products. The representatives also inquired 
about the repair and rebuilding of religious buildings 
such as churches and mosques. Approximately 1,600 
religious buildings on Nias were either damaged or 
destroyed.  
 
Kuntoro also expressed his hopes that by 2006 and 
2007, the local governments will be able to select 
programs based on their own needs, in line with BRR’s 
policy of sustainable development and progress for 
local institutions.  
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Proposed BRR Anti-Corruption 
Strategy 

 
BRR is committed to ensuring there is no corruption in 
the reconstruction of Aceh and Nias, and is taking the 
following steps: 
1.  Setting strict guidelines for all stakeholders, 
including BRR itself, including adherence to an anti-
corruption declaration 
2.  Communicating guidelines and enforcement 
policies broadly 
3.  Creating processes to prevent and punish 
corruption, with a particular focus on procurement 
4.  Creating a feedback mechanism for complaints and 
suggestions 
5.  Creating an anti-corruption policing unit to 
respond to complaints and proactively investigate high-
priority projects 
6.  Building capacity in implementing agencies, civil 
society, and central as well as local government 
7.  Maximizing transparency through an IT-enabled 
solution 
8. Leveraging existing organizations and local 
networks to maximize monitoring of projects 

BRR Meets Civil Society Organizations
 
MEDAN, June 17, 2005 – Several BRR 
representatives, led by Eddy Purwanto, BRR’s Deputy 
for Housing and Infrastructure, met with a group of 
civil advocacy NGOs at a meeting organized by 
YAPPIKA, the Foundation for Public Empowerment, 
Participation, Initiative, and Partnership. 
Approximately 62 representatives attended. 
 
BRR Deputy of Communications and Stakeholder 
Relations, Sudirman Said, explained the role and 
functions of BRR, the progress of the agency since its 
inception, and some of the reconstruction programs to 
be implemented, specifically: 
 
• Housing and infrastructure projects 
• How BRR will deal with corruption 
• How civilians and other organizations can 

participate in the rebuilding process 
 
Eddy Purwanto explained about housing development, 
land certificate problems, and local government permits 
for reconstruction activities. He also explained BRR’s 
priorities for reconstruction: 
 
• Physical reconstruction  
• Capacity building, not only for local governments, 

but also communities 
• Revitalizing the area, its people and industries 
 
 

 
A man paints a boat ordered by the South African Government in 
Keude Bieng, Aceh Besar, on June 14, 2005. The donation of these 
boats will help local fishermen return to the sea following the 
tsunami disaster. Photo source: BRR/Arif Ariadi 
 

 

Meetings Conducted 
BRR Accomplishments To Date 

 
• US$1.8 billion in projects approved  
• Meulaboh Port ground-breaking on Thursday, 

June 23, 2005 
• Banda Aceh to Meulaboh road ground-

breaking in a couple of months  
• Ulee Lhee ferry terminal construction in a 

couple of months  
• Housing construction started in multiple 

villages, including: 
- 91 houses completed and 792 underway in 
Sengkau Mulat, Lhoong 
- 80 wood houses in Brandeu, Krueng Raya 

• Clearance of approximately 1,300 containers 
held up at Belawan port 

• Planned set-up of one-stop visa office  
• Completion of Code of Conduct and Ethics 

Contract, and first version of Anti-Corruption 
Declaration 
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BRR has cooperated with the following Government of Indonesia departments and organizations: 
 

Department Activity 
• Bappenas (National Planning Board)  • Creating foundation for Agency’s formation  

• Development of the Master Plan  
• Seconding staff to the Agency  
• Launching e-aceh-nias.org 

• Ministry of Finance • Providing Rp 30 billion for start-up funds for BRR  
• Ministry of Public Works; Ministry of 

Finance 
• Providing staff for the agency  
• Collaborating closely on the 2005 budget revision 

• Ministry of Finance; Coordinating 
Ministry of Economy 

• Coordinating the release of ~1,300 containers from the 
Belawan port 

• Ministry of Justice; Ministry of 
Manpower; Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs; Coordinating Ministry of 
Politics and Security; Police 

• Creating a one-stop visa office for foreigners in BRR 

• TNI; Police • Assisting with security clearance 
• Ministry of Finance; DPR • Approving the revised 2005 budget 

To fulfill this mission, the Government of Indonesia, 
through BRR, will focus on 4 key objectives: 

 

Partnerships 
 
• Local community input 

Cooperation with Government Essential 
to BRR’s Success 

 
JAKARTA, June 18, 2005 – The President of 
Indonesia, Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, has instructed 
that the reconstruction effort in Aceh should improve 
the image of Indonesia in the eyes of the Acehnese, 
Nianese and global communities.   
 

 
President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono speaks with IDPs 
in Aceh 

 

• New standards of transparency, efficiency and 
responsiveness 

• The reform of civil service 
• Projects that are environmentally sustainable 
 
 

 
A man collects plastic water bottles from 
a waste disposal area in Banda Aceh, June 
16, 2005. Photo source: BRR/Arif Ariadi 
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A man carries discarded wood collected from a waste disposal area 
in Banda Aceh, June 16, 2005. Photo source: BRR/Arif Ariadi 
 
 

Kuntoro makes a surprise inspection of new campgrounds for IDPs 
in Cot Jeumpa, Lhoong, Aceh Besar, June 11, 2005. Photo source: 
BRR/Arif Ariadi  
 

 
Kuntoro makes a surprise inspection of a sawmill in Lhoong, Aceh 
Besar on June 11, 2005. The reconstruction process requires more 
than 7 million cubic meters of wood. Photo source: BRR/Arif 
Ariadi
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Photo Gallery 

 
A man drinks while taking a break from his work collecting 
discarded material in a waste disposal area in Banda Aceh, June 16, 
2005. The rehabilitation and reconstruction process involves land 
clearing and recycling of used wooden materials sponsored by the 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP). Photo source: 
BRR/Arif Ariadi 
 
 

Kuntoro looks at photos of activities carried out by the Mamamia 
Foundation with Abraham Heijboer of Mamamia in Cot Jeumpa, 
Lhoong, Aceh Besar, on June 11, 2005. Photo source: BRR/Arif 
Ariadi 
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