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• Incidence of disasters decreases 
by 37 per cent

• 3,287 people (1,019 families) dis-
placed by Mt. Sinabung’s erup-
tion in February 2014 are still liv-
ing in IDP shelters

• BNPB is conducting field studies 
to improve regulations

Natural Disaster                       139
Total Affected                      78,484
population
Casualties                                  38
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Incidence of disasters continue dropping

Over the last three months, hydrometeorological disasters remain the most common and con-
tinue to have the greatest humanitarian impact. The National Agency for Disaster Management 
(BNPB) reported a total of 139 natural disaster events, resulted in 78,484 affected persons, 38 
casualties and 2,901 damaged houses1.

As depicted in the graph below, showing the number of hydrometeorological disasters from 
April – September for the years 2012 – 2014, the steady decline of disasters during this period 
is not uncommon; with the exceptions of July 2012 and August 2014 (bolded). This trend is 
attributed to the dry season that usually begins in March and ends in October. Additionally, 
although the incidence has decreased the affected figures have doubled since the previous 
reporting, likely indicating that the scale of disasters has increased.

Whirlwinds are no longer the most frequently occurring natural disaster, dropping from 44 
percent of disasters in April – June to 27 percent in July – September 2014. They claimed two 
fatalities, affected 540 people and caused damage to 639 houses.

Floods and landslides comprised 72 percent of disasters events and were responsible for the 
majority of the affected population, casualties and damaged houses. The majority of these 
incidences occurred in West Java. Overall, flooding accounted for 97% of the total affected 
population, caused four fatalities and inundated 4,049 homes. Landslides affected 775 people, 
36 casualties, and accounted for 85% of the total damaged houses.

Floods, landslides and whirlwinds affected 78,484

1 Please note that these figures are indicative and may be subject to change based on subse-
quent revisions by the Government. 
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There are four volcanoes at 
Level 3: Mt. Sinabung, Mt. 
Slamet, Mt. Karangetang 
and Mt. Lokon.

Volcanoes
As indicated in the above graphic, four volcanoes are at Alert Level 3: Mt. Sinabung, Mt. 
Slamet, Mt. Karangetang and Mt. Lokon. The four have displayed high levels of activity includ-
ing: effusive eruptions, earthquake tremors, smoke and ash, lava flow and pyroclastic lava. 
Multiple stakeholders have collaborated in anticipation and preparation for any possible hu-
manitarian impact that may result from these eruptions, while contingency plans are also being 
updated and prepared. There are currently 15 volcanoes at Alert Level 2. Of the 15 volcanoes, 
one has been at Level 2 since 2007, one since 2008, one since 2011, five since 2012, four 
since 2013 and three since 2014.

Mt. Sinabung Situation Update
Mt. Sinabung, currently at Alert Level 3, erupted twice in September (latest on 24 September) 
with no new humanitarian impact. As of 30 September, there are still 3,278 people (1,019 
families) living in 16 IDP shelters with another 6,179 people (2,053 families) occupying rented 
homes. These figures indicate a 65% decrease compared to the start of July where 12,809 
people (3,996 families) were living in 27 IDP shelters and 1,573 people (279 families) stayed 
in rented homes. These families receive daily assistance for food, health, water and sanitation, 
education support and livelihoods from the local community, government and NGOs.

Mt. Slamet Situation Update
On 18 September, Mt. Slamet erupted following a series of loud bangs. Volcanic material and 
molten lava was spewed up to 800 meters above the peak and forest areas on the northern 
side of the volcano were reportedly devastated. Activity was banned within 4km of the peak 
and local authorities prepared to evacuate 24,000 residents from 7 villages in the event the 
alert level increases (to Level 4).

Earthquakes
The Agency for Meteorological, Climatological and Geophysics (BMKG) reported a total of 60 
earthquakes with a magnitude over 5.0 on the Richter scale from July – September 2014. On 
11 September an earthquake with magnitude 5.0 occurred. The epicenter was on land, ap-
proximately 14km from Tanah Datar District in West Sumatra, at a depth of 10km. Four people 
were injured while 183 houses and 39 buildings (including schools, religious facilities, hospi-
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Sinabung
Location: Karo, North Sumatra
Last Eruption: 2014
High alert, Level III /Siaga

Slamet
Location: Banyumas, Central Java

Last Eruption: 2014
High alert, Level III /Siaga

Karangetang
Location: Siau Island, North Sulawesi
Last Eruption: 2006
High alert, Level III /Siaga

Lokon
Location: Tomohon, North Sulawesi
Last Eruption: 2012
High alert, Level III /Siaga

Level III Volcanoes in Indonesia (Oct 2014)

Alert Status
Hazard Zone area*

Hazard zone III

Hazard zone II

Hazard zone I
* The scope and distance of hazard 
   zone varies from one volcano to another.

Level IV, status,
Danger, the highest level. Locally called awas

Level III, status,
High alert, or locally called siaga. This is 
when a volcano is about to erupt

Level II, status,
Alert, or locally called waspada. This is when 
a volcano condition is deemed abnormal 
with minor tremors.

Always threatened by 
hot mud flow, toxic 
gases and possibility 
of volcanic debris, 
rockslide, pyroclastic  
flow or lavas flow

Potentially affected by hot mud flow, rain 
lahar and possibility volcanic debris, 

rockslide, pyroclastic  flow or lavas flow

Potentially affected by rain lahar and possibility 
affected by volcanic debris rockslide
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BNPB is undertaking field 
studies to capture experi-
ences and lessons learned 
in order to improve three of 
its regulations.  

tals, community health centers and government offices) were damaged.

Disaster Response Preparedness
Preparations for Disaster Risk Reduction Month (October)
BNPB is preparing to conduct a table-top exercise as one of the many events to commemo-
rate Disaster Risk Reduction month in Bengkulu. The exercise will be participated by various 
departments at local and provincial levels, as well as non-government actors present in Beng-
kulu. OCHA will be lending support to the development of exercise materials and in capturing 
the lessons from the day.

Reviewing the Head of BNPB’s Regulations
Through various consultations and work-
shops, the Government of Indonesia 
and its partners are reviewing the Head 
of BNPB’s Regulations No. 10/2008 
on the Guidelines for Emergency Re-
sponse Command, No. 14/2010 on the 
Guidelines for Emergency Response 
Command Post Development. BNPB, 
with support from AIFDR, is conducting 
field studies to capture the experiences, 
ideas and recommendations from local 

government, NGOs, the private sector and grassroots level community. The studies will be 
held in Sinabung (2013 – 2014 Mt. Sinabung eruptions), Sleman (2010 Mt. Merapi eruption), 
Manado (2014 flashfloods), Kediri (2014 Mt. Kelud eruption) and DKI Jakarta (annual floods).

In September, BNPB held a public consultation for the draft review of the Head of BNPB’s Re-
ulgation No. 22/2010 on the Role of International Organizations during Emergency Response 
in Mataram, West Nusa Tenggara (NTB). Approximately 30 officials from the province, police, 
TNI and PMI participated in the consultation. A similar consultation to involve the wider interna-
tional community will be conducted in Jakarta in Mid-October.

WASH Cluster Contingency Planning Workshop
From 23 – 25 September 2014, the WASH cluster conducted a workshop to revise its con-
tingency plan. The WASH cluster plan of action was developed until the end of 2015 and the 
revised contingency plan will be shared once stocks are updated. Participants were from the 
Government, Donors, INGOs, IFRC, National NGOs, the private sector and the UN.

UN Partnership for Development Framework (UNPDF) Strategic Prioritization 
Retreat (SPR)
On 29 – 30 September 2014 the Strategic Prioritization Retreat (SPR) was hosted by the UN 
and Government of Indonesia to discuss the planning and prioritization of the new 5-year plan 
for the UN in Indonesia. The aim was to review the major national development challenges and 
the comparative advantages of the UN, identify priority issues to be the focus of work, to draft 
outcome statements and corresponding indicators and the key milestones in the road map for 
finalization of the UNDPF 2016 – 2020.

Credit: BNPB
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For further information, please contact: 
Rajan Gengaje, Head of Office, gengaje@un.org, Tel. (+62) 21 3141308 ext. 215
Made (Dini) Kamayana, Reporting Consultant, kamayana@un.org Tel. (+62) 811 9105 847
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int

Funding

Sources: OCHA, BPS and BIG 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the Unite d Nations
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Established in 2001, the Indonesia Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF) is a NGO funding 
mechanism designed to provide timely funding for short-term humanitarian activities in Indone-
sia; particularly in areas where funding gaps exist. The objectives of the humanitarian activities 
supported by the HRF are to save lives, alleviate suffering, prevent further loss of livelihood 
and assets of the affected people, and maintain human dignity during and in the aftermath of 
man-made crises and natural disasters. HRF has received funding from Australia, UK, Saudi 
Arabia, Sweden and OPEC. Sweden through SIDA has been the sole contributor to the Fund 
since 2007.

As a result of Indonesia’s continued growing capacity and resources for responding to emer-
gencies and natural disasters, OCHA determined that the conditions necessitating the fund’s 
continued operation were no longer pertinent. Thus, the decision was made to phase out the 
Fund.

Since its inception, the Fund has disbursed $12,630,000 for 157 projects implemented by in-
ternational NGOs (40%) and national NGOs (60%) and benefitted around 2.5 million disaster 
affected people. OCHA wishes to thank the Government of Indonesia, the HRF Advisory Board 
and Review Board members, Cluster Leads, donors and NGO partners for their support and 
cooperation in this OCHA-managed pooled fund.


