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Figure 1; Population by Livelihood  

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 County Background Information 

Kwale County is located in the coastal region 

of Kenya. It borders Taita Taveta County to 

the West; Kilifi County to the North, 

Mombasa to the Northeast, the Indian Ocean 

to the East and Republic of Tanzania to the 

South. The County is subdivided into four sub 

counties namely; Matuga, Msambweni, 

Kinango and Lungalunga which are further 

fragmented into 20 wards. It covers an area of 

8,270 square kilometers and has an estimated 

population of 649,931 (KNBS census 2009). 

The main livelihood zones are: Mixed 

Farming comprising 69 percent of the 

population, Livestock Farming (22 percent), 

Fishing (five percent) and the rest constituting (four percent) as shown in figure one. 

1.2 Current Factors Affecting Food Security 

The major factor affecting food security in the county was uneven spatial distribution of the 2015 

long rains. Other factors affecting food security were poor soil fertility across all the livelihoods, 

low use of farm inputs, low Tropical Livestock Unit (TLU) capacity coupled with preference on 

maize production over drought tolerant crops. 

2.0 County Food Security Situation 

2.1 Current Food Security Situation 

The county is largely classified as being in the Minimal (IPC Phase 1). The performance of the 

long rains was near normal. However, temporal distribution was fair while spatial distribution 

was uneven. Currently the total maize stocks held in the county are about 78 percent of normal. 

Current meal frequency for under-fives is at an average of two to three meals a day across all 

livelihood zones which is normal while the frequency is two meals for adults in comparison to a 

normal of three across all livelihoods. Water consumption is 15 litres per person per day in the 

Livestock Farming livelihood zones. In the Mixed Farming livelihood zones, consumption is 20 - 

30 litres per person per day, which is normal. The nutrition status of children under five as 

measured by mid upper arm circumference (MUAC < 135 mm) in July 2015 was 6.4 percent, 

which is near average of 6.6 percent. The mean coping strategy index (CSI) in May 2015 was 17, 

compared to 20 in May 2014 implying there is a decrease in employing distress coping strategies 

and instead an increase in insurance coping strategies. 

2.2 Food Security Trends 

Kwale County has remained stable in the Minimal phase of food insecurity classification which 

is similar to the previous season. The County has witnessed improvement resulting from the 

generally near normal amounts of 2015 long rains. The available stocks are estimated to last for 

two months in the Livestock Farming livelihood zone and three months in the Mixed Farming 

livelihood zone which is similar to short rains period for 2014. Households are able to consume 

2-3 meals per person per day indicative of a similar trend to the previous season.  
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Figure 2: Rainfall Distribution as a Percentage of 

Normal 

Households’ livestock milk production is at an average of 1.5 litre per day compared to the 

February at one litre for the Livestock Farming livelihood zone. In the mixed livelihood zones 

milk availability is eight litres compared to the previous season of five litres. Water consumption 

in the Livestock Farming zone has improved at 15 litres per day in comparison to the last season 

at 10 litres per day while in the Mixed Farming livelihood zone; it is 20 - 30 litres compared to 

20 litres in the last season. 

2.3 Rainfall Performance 

The onset was late in the second dekad of 

March instead of first dekad. Although 

rainfall amounts were generally above 

normal, spatial distribution was uneven 

coupled with fair temporal distribution. Most 

of the Northern and central parts of the 

county received 125 to 200 percent of normal 

rainfall with the western, Central and 

southern areas receiving 75 to 110 percent of 

normal. Localised areas of Ndavaya and 

Dzombo received 50 - 75 percent of normal 

while Samburu and Mwavumbo received 

greater than 200 percent of Normal as shown 

in figure two. Rainfall ceased early in the 

first dekad of June however, off season rains 

continued into July 2015. 

3.0 IMPACT OF RAINFALL PERFOMANCE, SHOCKS AND HAZARDS 

3.1 Crop Production 

The three major crops grown under rain fed agriculture across all livelihood zones were Maize, 

Cassava and Rice of which maize forms the major stable food in the County. Maize production 

contributes 50 percent to food and nine percent cash income for households in the Mixed 

Farming livelihood zone. In the Livestock Farming livelihood zone, it contributes 28 percent 

food and nine percent cash respectively. In the Livestock Farming livelihood zone, cassava 

contributes 34 percent, 28 percent in mixed livelihood zone and 20 percent in the Fishing 

livelihood zone. Rice contributes 30 percent in the mixed livelihood zone and 40 percent in the 

Fishing livelihood. 

3.1.1 Rain Fed Crop Production 

Projected production in maize is 21 bags per hectare compared to the normal 11 bags. The 

increased production is due to improved crop husbandry practices and use of certified seeds. 

Table 1 below illustrates rain fed crops in terms of hectarage and production in terms of yields 

against long term averages (LTAs). 
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Table 1: Rain-fed Production Compared to LTA 

Crop 
Long Rains Area Planted (Ha) Production (90 Kg bags and MTs) 

2015 LTA 2015 LTA 

Maize 36,385 30,000 798,075 bags 350,000 bags 

Cassava 3,660 2,500 48,100 Mt 32,500 Mt 

Rice 1,048 800 10,480 bags 8,384 bags 

Hectarage under cultivation for maize crop increased by 6,385 hectares an indication of 21 

percent above the LTA. The hectarage under Cassava has increased by 1,160 hectares, which is 

31 percent of the LTA attributed to more farmers getting free seed and free ploughing services 

provided by the County Government. There is a further diversification of food sources with 

increased hectarage under upland rice that increased by 248 hectares which is 46 percent of the 

LTA. However there were poor agronomic practices in upland rice production leading to low 

harvest of 4 bags per hectare as compared to 8 bags per hectare if the hectarage of rice planted 

was under irrigation. 

3.1.2 Irrigated Crop 

Table 2: Irrigated Production Compared to LTA 

Crop Long Rains Area Planted (Ha) Production (Mt and 90-Kg Bags) 

2015 Short Term Average (3yrs) 2015 Short Term Average (3yrs) 

Rice 675 675 8,775 bags 5,400 bags 

Vegetables 60 30 667 Mt 333 Mt 

The area under irrigated rice remained constant as the irrigation scheme was not expanded during 

the season. There was a 100 percent increase in area planted under irrigation above the long term 

average for vegetables as illustrated in Table 2, production increased at 63 percent for rice above 

the LTA. This is attributed to increased vegetables land put under irrigation and reliable rains in 

the month of May and June. The increased rice production is further attributed to improved 

agronomic practices and the rehabilitation of the rice irrigation scheme made by the Coast 

Development Authority. 

Table 3: Maize Stocks 

Maize stocks held by 
Quantities of maize held 

(90-kg bags) 

Long Term Average quantities held (90-kg 

bags) at similar time of the year 

Households 94,556 151,889 

Traders 51,750 35,000 

NCPB 3,800 5,500 

Total 150,106 192,389 

The households are holding 62 percent of the LTA maize stocks mainly in the Mixed Farming 

livelihood zone. This is attributed to the ongoing harvest which has not yet been completed. The 

traders are holding 47 percent more stocks as compared to the LTA. This is attributed to stocks 

acquired from external sources which are stabilizing the local market prices. The NCPB stores 

hold 69 percent of the LTA. The County holds 78 percent of the LTA.  
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The available stocks are estimated to last for two months in the Livestock Farming livelihood 

zone and three months in the Mixed Farming livelihood zone, comparing favorably with the 

normal and above normal compared with same period last year. In the Mixed Cropping 

livelihood zone, men concentrate on the ploughing for cassava planting while the women tend to 

concentrate more on cassava planting, kales and tomato production. In the Mixed Cropping 

livelihood zone, men are involved in transporting vegetables to the market while women do the 

selling. In the Livestock Farming livelihood, men are involved in grazing and disease control of 

the large stock while women are in charge of the shoats and very young stock. Both genders 

make decision on proceeds from livestock sales. 

3.2 Livestock Production 

Livestock farming plays a major role in food security and income in the Livestock Farming 

livelihood zones contributing 70 percent in Lungalunga and Kinango as compared to 50 percent 

in the mixed livestock crops zone of Matuga and Msabweni. The major livestock species in the 

area include; cattle, goats, sheep and poultry. Cattle livestock markets are influenced by 

Tanzanian farmers who come in search of higher prices. 

3.2.1 Livestock Body Condition 

The body condition of cattle is fair to good: being good for small stocks in Livestock Farming 

livelihood zone and good for all species in Mixed Farming livelihood zones which is normal for 

this time of the year, attributed to fair to good pasture regeneration and water availability. This 

provides increased food and income in terms of market weight and value offered per livestock 

unit. However, this situation is expected to seasonally worsen with the decline in pasture trends 

in the next two months for Livestock Farming livelihood zones and three months in the Mixed 

Farming livelihood zones. The good body condition translates to good market prices for 

livestock hence livestock farmers will sell fewer numbers to meet the household basic needs. 

3.2.2 Forage Condition 

The pasture and browse condition is good. This is normal at this time of the year for all 

livelihood zones with an exception of localized areas of Egu in Taru Samburu division of 

Kinango Sub County in the Livestock Farming livelihood zone which is fair as a result of poor 

rainfall distribution. Owing to long rains, the condition is expected to last for the next three 

months for the Livestock Farming livelihood zone. The situation is likely to deteriorate due to 

inward migration of livestock from Tanzania and Somali farmers. As such, the situation may 

influence pasture and water access conflicts between the livestock farmers. Further, Livestock 

Farming livelihood zone pastures declines faster than mixed livelihood zone. The maize residues 

are expected to supplement livestock feeds after the crop is harvested. 

3.2.3 Birth Rates 

The birth rates for cattle range from two to five percent. The rate is two percent in the mixed 

livelihood zone and five percent in the Livestock Farming livelihood zone in relation to herd 

sizes. Kidding rates are higher at 8 - 10 percent for small stock in all livelihood zones, which is 

normal for this particular season of the year. It is however expected that the rate will increase in 

the next 2 - 3 months. 

3.2.4 Milk Availability and Consumption 

Households are currently getting an average of 1.5 litre per day compared to the normal of 0.5 

litre for the Livestock Farming livelihood zone. In the mixed livelihood zones milk availability is 

8 litres compared to the normal 5.  
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Zebu cattle in livestock zone produce 0.5 - 1.5 litres of milk while zebu cattle in mixed 

livelihood zone produce 1.5 – 2 litres. Milk availability is likely to reduce as the livestock nears 

kidding and calving from August to September 2015. Average milk consumption per household 

is one litre in the Livestock Farming livelihood zones compared to the normal of 0.5 litres, 2 

litres compared to one in the Mixed Farming. The current milk price is Ksh. 50 per litre 

compared to the normal of Ksh. 70 across all the livelihood zones. 

3.2.5 Gender In Livestock Sector 

Men in the Livestock Farming livelihood zone are in charge of grazing cattle while women are in 

charge of milking and marketing of milk. Men make decisions for sale of the large stock or when 

a large number of the small stock are being sold while women make decisions on small stock. 

This is mainly when food stocks are very low or for payment of school fees. Sale of livestock is 

done if the number of animals has increased and labour becomes a limiting factor and also when 

farmers want to do some investments in other businesses such as purchase of motorcycle. 

3.2.6 Tropical Livestock Unit 

The average TLU’s ranges from 2 – 3 per household in the Mixed Farming livelihood zone and 4 

– 6 per household per household in the Livestock Farming livelihood zone which is within the 

normal range for both livelihood zones. There is continuous sale of animals in the Livestock 

Farming livelihood zone which does not affect the TLU. However, in the mixed livelihood zone 

sales are sometimes influenced by the seasonal crop yields and harvests which provide for food 

and income reducing the livestock sales hence results to change in TLU per household. 

3.2.7 Water for Livestock 

The main sources of water for livestock are seasonal rivers, shallow wells, water pans, and dams 

which are the normal sources at this time of the year. This is expected to deteriorate in the next 3 

months in both zones. The return trekking distances to water and pastures have reduced from2-

3km in livestock zones and 0.5-1km in mixed zones as compared to normal situation of a1-2 km 

and 3-4km respectfully. Watering frequency is once per day for in mixed livestock zone as 

compared to once every two days in livestock zone. 

3.2.8 Migrations, Livestock Diseases and Mortality 

There are reported cases of inward migration by livestock from across the border of Tanzania in 

Lungalunga by the Maasai’s towards the mixed livelihood zone of Ramisi in Msabweni which is 

normal at this time of the year. This situation is expected to increase in the next three months 

which is a normal occurrence during this season. Herds of cattle are seen grazing around Godo 

heading towards Mwereni while in mixed crops zones they are ferried with lorries through 

Kinango and entering Mwangulu and towards Pongwe/Kikoneni areas. The animals are in search 

of good pastures and water which is not available in their normal grazing grounds. Foot and 

Mouth Disease (FMD) and CCPP outbreak was reported sporadically in parts of Mackinon-

Busho, Puma, Mwavumbo, Mackinon road in Kinango Sub County, and Kikoneni, Dzombo, 

Vanga, Mwereni in Lungalunga Sub County. 

3.3 Water and Sanitation 

3.3.1 Major Water Sources 

The major water sources for domestic use in the County are rivers, dams, boreholes, springs, and 

piped water in kiosks. Most dams were recharged to more than 80 percent of their capacity in all 

division except Samburu ward which averaged 60 percent after the long rains.  
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Surface water storage facilities in Msambweni Division fared slightly better with an average 65 

percent replenished owing to the March to May rains. Most of Matuga division relies on pans 

and dams most of which are currently at 70 percent replenished. There are about 832 dams and 

pans 237 boreholes and one major water company (Kwale Water Company). 

Water in the pans and dams is 85 percent capacities and will last for 2-3 month in most areas of 

the livestock farming livelihood zone while in Mixed Farming livelihood zone it would last for 

approximately 5-6 months which is normal attributed to adequate recharge levels. However, 

localized areas of Taru, Mwereni, Silaloni, Mbita and Nyango it will last for approximately 1-2 

month. 

3.3.2 Distance to Water Sources 

 The return distance to water in the Mixed Farming livelihood zone and Livestock Farming 

livelihood zone, is one and three kilometres respectively. The normal walking distance to water 

source ranges between 1 to 3 Km, in both the Mixed Farming livelihood zone and the livestock 

Farming livelihood zone. The distances have increased from 1 to 3 in localized areas of Marere-

Kinango due to construction of Marere - Kinango pipeline; this is above normal for this time of 

the year leading to limited consumption. 

3.3.3 Waiting Time at the Source 

The waiting time at water kiosks across all livelihood zone is approximately 5 - 10 minutes 

which is normal however during the community interviews waiting time at localized places of 

Mwandeo the waiting time was 20 - 30 minutes. 

3.3.4 Cost of Water and Consumption 

The current cost of water ranges between Ksh. 2 to 5 per 20 litre jerrican across all livelihood 

zones, which is normal at this time of the year, however, localized areas of Mteza in Mwereni 

prices were as high as Ksh 40 - 50 attributed to water supply by the vendors. Households in the 

Mixed Farming livelihood zone are consuming 20 litres in comparison to a normal of 15 litres 

per person per day while in Livestock Farming livelihood zones households are consuming 15 

litres, which is normal at this time of the year. 

Women are responsible for fetching and utilization for water in the household. All house hold 

chores are done concurrently and needs well planning by the woman. The men are responsible 

for watering big stocks while women engage with small stokes. 

3.3.5 Sanitation and Hygiene 

The County’s latrine coverage has slightly increased to 53 percent from 50 percent in July 2014. 

However in major markets of Mwakijembe there were no public latrines as recorded during the 

community interviews. Household water treatment practices were generally low at 

approximately 5 - 10 percent of households boiling water as noted at Mwandeo, Mteza and 

Jimbo, with an exception of water from pipeline. Water treatment chemicals are not available at 

Household level which is not normal. 

Food handling and hygiene practices such as washing of hands before cooking and covering of 

food are generally practiced in all livelihood zones but at low rate of 20-30 percent while 

household garbage disposal across all livelihood zones is in a pit. 
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Figure 3: Maize Prices 
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Figure 4: Goat Prices in Kwale County 

3.4 Markets and Trade  

3.4.1 Market Operations 

The major markets in the county include Samburu, Kinango, Vigurungani, Mwakijembe, Taru 

and Mwangulu. The two main foods sold in the markets were maize and cassava while the 

livestock sold included cattle, goats and sheep. All markets in all livelihood zones are in 

operation. The maize sold is both from the current harvesting and from outside the county. 

Access to the major markets in the Livestock Farming livelihood zone is favorable in comparison 

to the previous season and the livestock sales are normal. Other important markets are Ndavaya, 

Mkangombe and Samburu which feed the major markets. Supplies of cereals and dairy products 

are mainly from traders and livestock farmers. 

Maize Prices 
The current average price of a kilogram of 

maize was Ksh. 40 compared with the long 

term mean average of Ksh. 44. There was a 

general stable trend in prices from January 

to July 2015. The prices are expected to 

decrease because of the ongoing harvesting 

and the decreasing trend is expected to 

continue for the next three months as 

illustrated in (Figure 3). 

Goat Prices 

A medium-sized 3-yr-old goat was selling 

at Ksh. 2,400 in July in comparison to the 

long term average of Ksh. 1,800 as 

illustrated in Figure 4. The mixed farming 

zone posted the highest price at Ksh. 3,200 

while the livestock farming livelihood 

zone recorded the lowest price at Ksh. 

2,300. The prices of goats are likely to be 

on upward trend as households will still 

have food stocks from the good long rains 

season’s harvest and will therefore not be 

compelled to sell livestock to purchase 

food for the next three months. 
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Figure 5: TOT for Kwale County 

3.4.2 Terms of Trade (ToT) 

Currently, the price of a goat is equivalent to 

purchasing 60 Kg of maize which is above 

the LTA of 38. The ToTs was low in the 

Livestock Farming livelihood zones with a 

goat exchanging for 36 Kg. In mixed 

farming the ToTs were high at 67 Kg, 

attributed to better rainfall performance 

hence increased crop production. The terms 

of trade are expected to increase in the short 

term with availability of food at household 

level. 

3.5 Health and Nutrition 

3.5.1 Morbidity and Mortality Patterns 

The causes of morbidity among the children under five years of age and the general population 

were similar. This included: upper respiratory tract infections (URTIs), malaria, skin diseases, 

diarrhea, and pneumonia. There was an increase in URTI, diarrhea and pneumonia among 

children under five by 26, 32 and 73 percent respectively while for the general population URTI, 

skin diseases, diarrhea and pneumonia increased by 39,19, 42 and11 percent respectively in 

compared to 2014, (DHIS MOH 705A). A total of 43 cases of measles were reported from 

January to June 2015 compared to 18 cases in the same period in 2014. Cases of dysentery 

doubled from 1343 cases in 2014 to 2,479 in January to June 2015. The increase in dysentery 

cases is attributed to poor sanitation and hygiene practices. The crude mortality rate (CMR) and 

under-five mortality rates (U5MR) in the period under review were within the seasonal norms. 

3.5.2 Immunization and Vitamin A Supplementation 

Immunization coverage for the fully immunized child (FIC) was 111.3 percent in 2015 which is 

above the National target of 80 percent. The high coverage is attributed to strengthened reporting 

system .Vitamin A supplementation for children aged six to 11 months from January to June 

2015 was at 22 percent decrease while that of the children aged 12 – 59 months was at 39 

percent decrease in comparison to 2014 attributed to poor documentation and low staffing levels 

at health facilities. It was below the national target of 80 percent. There was a slight increase in 

latrine coverage to 53 percent for the period January to June 2015 in compared to 50 percent at 

similar time 2014 was attributed to the strengthening community lead total sanitation strategies. 

Exclusive breastfeeding is still a major challenge especially in the Livestock Farming livelihood 

zone, however, low percentage of approximately 30 have managed to practice exclusive 

breastfeeding (EBF) effectively. 
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Figure 6: Proportion of children at risk of malnutrition 

3.5.3 Nutrition Status and Dietary Diversity 

The percentage of children under five at risk of malnutrition based on MUAC < 135mm for the 

month of July was at 6.4 which was fairly 

comparable to the LTA at 6.6 and slightly 

above the percentages of 2014 which was 

4.56 (Figure 6). The trend in January to 

May 2015 indicated a generally stable 

nutrition status and was below LTA with 

an exception of June and July. This may is 

attributed to the increased morbidity cases 

(diarrhea, dysentery and low access to 

health facilities. The most affected was 

livestock farming livelihood zone. 

Current meal frequency for under-fives is 

at an average of two to three meals a day 

across all livelihood zones which is normal 

and two meals for adults in comparison to 

a normal of three in all livelihoods. Dietary diversity for all populations in Livestock Farming 

livelihood zones was within normal ranges with households consuming meals mainly comprising 

of starch and vegetables (Mchicha). In both Mixed farming and Fishing livelihood zone, 

households consumed two food groups. According to the World Food Programme (WFP), Food 

Security Outcome Monitoring (FSOM) May 2015, 14 percent of households interviewed had 

poor consumption scores, compared to 10 percent in December 2014. In May 2015, the number 

of households having an acceptable food consumption score had decreased rated at 25 percent 

compared to 55 percent in same period 2014. 

3.6 Education 

The county of Kwale has a total of 1,144 Early Childhood Development Education (ECDE) 

centers compared to 1086 in 2014. 890 are public while 254 are private centers. Msambweni has 

the highest number of ECDE centers with 243 centers while Lungalunga has the least with 144 

centers. The other sub-counties are Kinango and Msambweni with 346 and 243 centers 

respectively. In the primary section, the county of Kwale has a total of 361 public primary 

schools in 2015 compared to 354 in 2014 representing a slight increase of 2 percent which is also 

in line with the county population growth rate. Primary schools distributions in the sub-counties 

are; Kinango with 173, Msambweni and Lungalunga with 90 and Matuga has 98 primary 

schools. 

3.6.1 Enrolment 

A 6.88 percent increase in ECDE (Early Childhood Development Education) enrollment has 

been realized in the county with a total number of pupils enrolled in 2015 being 72,837 up from 

68,418 in 2014. In 2015, there are 35,317 girls enrolled and 37,520 boys compared to 33,480 

girls and 34,668 boys in 2014. In primary schools, a total enrollment of 226,077 (116,827 boys 

and 109,250 girls) compared to188, 606 in the previous year composed of 80,747 boys and 

107,859 girls. This is a 19.8 percent increase mainly attributed to increased sensitization on the 

importance of education, distribution of sanitary towels, school meals programmes, grants, 

scholarships, and bursary funds. In 2014, there were 7,412 children not in school as opposed to 

the current figure of 6,916 indicative of a seven percent decline. 
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The high number of children not in school is likely to be attributed to lack of funds for education 

expenses by parents. School meals have proven to be a major incentive to get children into 

schools and retain them. 

3.6.2 Retention 

A retention rate of 67 percent in ECDE has been realized and this has been attributed mainly to 

lack of food and inability of the parents to get enough funds to buy food. The attendance for 

ECD is at 92 percent which is an increase from 89 percent last year. This is attributed to 

employment of trained caregivers by the county government, education scholarship available and 

porridge provided. On a daily bases a class may have one or two students absent. This is normal 

due to a number of factors; (illness, family emergencies, un-favorable weather conditions, taking 

care of the home when parents are away). 

3.6.3 Transition 

The transition rate in ECD is 100 percent for the current and 98 percent for the previous year for 

both boys and girls. The transition rate from class 8 to form 1 is at an average of 64.6 percent for 

the county which is below the national transitional rate of 82 percent. Boys are transiting more 

than girls because traditionally more value is placed on the boy child to attend school than the 

girl child. The transition rate for primary to secondary school for Matuga sub county stands at 72 

percent, 56.7 percent in Msambweni sub county and 65 percent in Kinango sub county. The main 

reasons for low transition from primary school to secondary include low performance in 

examinations and lack of school fees. 

In primary schools, the dropout rate is higher in the girls than boys from class four onwards due 

to pregnancies and early marriages. Children also turn to provision of cheap labour exemplified 

by charcoal burning, tapping of palm wine, sand harvesting and engagement in bodaboda 

business including house helps. It is however worth noting that dropout rate is declining due to 

enforcement of existing laws and sensitization on the importance of education. ECD children 

drop out due to unfriendly learning environment (poor infrastructure, teaching, learning 

materials, and inaccessible centers due to geographical location, weather and distance). 

3.6.4 School Meals Programme 

The Home Grown Schools Meals Programme (HGSMP) is the only school meals programme in 

the county, currently covering Kinango and Matuga sub counties. A total of 43 schools are 

covered, 38 in Kinango and 5 in Matuga. With a total of 10,842 boys and 10,315 girls benefitting 

in both sub counties. There are no school meals programmes in Msambweni Sub County yet 

Lungalunga division has similar food insecurity as most parts of Kinango Sub County. No 

money has been sent to schools in the HGSMP for the current term yet. Availability of meals at 

the schools motivates children to go to school, attend daily and complete the levels expected. 

3.7 Coping Mechanisms 

The mean coping strategy score was 25,62 and 14 for adequate, borderline and poor respectively 

in May 2015, as compared to 55, 31 and 14 in May 2014. Most common consumption related 

household coping strategies were reduction in the number of meals taken per day and reduction 

in the quantity of food consumed. The focused group discussions indicated that, common 

livelihood coping strategies practiced was purchasing food on credit. Livelihood diversification 

strategies reported by households included weaving of baskets and charcoal burning. 
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3.8 Ongoing Interventions 

Table 4: On Going Non-Food Interventions 
Interventions 

by sector 
Location 

No. of 

beneficiaries 
Cost (Ksh) implementers 

Impact on 

Food Security 
Time frame 

AGRICULTURE 

Building of a 

cereal bank 
Dzombo ward 400 farmers 6M 

County 

Government 

Safe water 

storage 
95 percent 

Micro irrigation  
All sub 

counties 
350 farmers 12M 

County 

Government 

Increased 

crop yields 

75 percent done 

Jan - Sep 2015 

LIVESTOCK 

Livestock 

markets upgrade 

and improvement  

Mwangulu- 

Lungalunga 

sub-county 

6,000 17.5M 
County 

Government 

Improve 

livestock 

markets  

2014/15-

2015/16 

Breed 

improvement 

6 wards in 

Kinango sub-

county 

522 Farmers 6.5M 
County 

Government 

Quality 

breeds with 

better prices 

2013-2017 

WATER 

Drilling of 

borehole 

Mtsaviani and 

Tiribe 
11,000 4.5M 

CWSB and 

community  

Increase 

access 

85 percent 

complete 

Construction of 

water pipelines 

Matuga and 

Ndavaya 
21,000 63.1M 

County 

Government 

Reduce 

human-

wildlife 

conflict 

50% complete 

Water pipeline 

rehabilitation  
Kinagoni 8,764 3M CDF  60 percent 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

Zinc, Iron folate 

and Vitamin A 

supplementation 

Entire county 

Under-fives 

and pregnant 

women 

 
County 

Government  

Reduce 

vulnerability 

to diseases 

Continuous 

Scale up IMAM 

and IYCN 

interventions 

Entire county 29,701  
County 

Government 

Reduce 

mortality and 

morbidity  

Continuous 

De-worming Entire county 138,448  
County 

Government 

Reduce 

worm 

infestation 

Continuous 

Food Fortification Entire county 773,454  
County 

Government 

Address 

micronutrient 

deficiencies 

Continuous 
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3.9 Sub-County Ranking 

Table 5: Sub County Food Security Ranking* 

Sub County 
Food Security 

Rank 
Main food security threat (if any) 

Kinango 1 

 High cost of food 

 Poor infrastructure. road, toilet, classrooms, education facilities 

 Eco based farming practices required- water for rain fed and irrigation 

 Soil analysis to determine right crop to plant 

 Sparsely distribution of rains 

 Establishment sustainable range land management practices required 

Lungalunga 2 
 Establishment sustainable range land management practices required 

 Soil analysis to determine right crop to plant 

Matuga 3  Sustainable water practices required 

Msambweni 4  Focus on sustainable agricultural practices missing 

4.0 Food Security Prognosis 

4.1 Prognosis Assumptions 

 The onset of short rains in October November December will be timely and the temporal 

and spatial distribution will be favorable 

 The projected maize crop harvest will be realized by mid August 

 The market prices for cereals and livestock products will remain stable for the next three 

months 

 The pasture and browse are expected to deteriorate in the next two months to the end of 

September especially in the Livestock Farming livelihood zone owing to the long dry spell, 

however starting from October, the situation is expected to improve 

4.2 Food Security Outcomes (August- October) 

The ongoing harvests are expected to cushion up stocks at the household level and last for more 

than three months; as a result, minimal number of households will continue to be dependent on 

markets for supplies. The ongoing off season light showers will enhance regeneration of pasture 

and browse and improve recharge at water sources increasing the water levels especially in 

Mixed Farming livelihood zone. The livestock distances to water sources, water consumption, 

and availability of pasture and browse and livestock body conditions are expected to marginally 

deteriorate until onset of the short rains in October. Market prices are expected to remain stable 

because of less demand resulting from availability of food at household level in mixed livelihood 

zone. Nutritional status of households is expected to remain stable in the mixed livelihood zone 

with a majority of households consuming 2-3 meals per person per day. However in the 

Livestock Farming livelihood zone of Chengoni, Gulanze and Vigurungani, there is likelihood of 

the nutritional status declining. 

4.3 Food Security Outcomes (November-December-January) 

With the normal performance of the short rains from October 2015, good rejuvenation of pasture 

and browse is likely to occur across all livelihood zones impacting positively on livestock 

productivity. Water sources are expected to recharge leading to improved water availability and 

accessibility. Terms of trade are expected to remain stable across the livelihood zones up to 

January 2016.  
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Dietary diversity and subsequently the nutrition status for children under five years are expected 

to remain stable following the availability of milk in the household. However, if the long rains 

are significantly below average, there will be likelihood of deterioration of pasture, browse and 

water resources and consequently livestock body conditions with a negative impact on food 

security on the population. 

5.0 Conclusion and Recommendations 

5.1 Conclusions 

The County food security classification largely is Minimal (IPC Phase 1). The indicators to 

monitor in the coming months are disease outbreak in humans and livestock market prices of 

basic food commodities, health and nutrition status of children and pasture and fodder 

availability especially in Livestock Farming livelihood zone. 

5.2 Summary Recommendations 

 Soil analysis to determine right crop to plant and improvement of livestock breeds 

 Surveillance by Ministry of Livestock for livestock diseases 

 Emphasis on monitoring of food stock and on farm crop performance at household level 

 Promotion of drought tolerant crops and post-harvest management training 

 Establishment sustainable range land management practices required 

 Sustainable management of water practices exemplified by rainwater harvesting 

 Agro-forestry and improvement of soil texture 

 Training of farmers on management practices including diseases and disease control 

 Strengthening Community Led Total Sanitation Integrated Outreach 

 Promotion of pastures management and conservation trainings at the community level 

 Synchronized vaccination and establishment of policies and laws on cross-border livestock 

and crop trade 

 Expansion of PRRO to cushion the most vulnerable in Mwereni 

 HGSMP to be extended to Mwereni zone in Lungalunga 

 Establishment of farmer field schools (FFS) micro irrigation practices 

6.0 ANNEXES 

Annex 1: Food Interventions Recommended 

Table 1: Proposed Population in Need of Food Assistance** 

Ward Population 
Percentage Range 

 (Min – Max) 

Chengoni/Samburu 32,641 25 - 30 

Mackinon Road 31,128 25 - 30 

Kinango 32,571 25 - 30 

Kasemeni 33,642 20 - 25 

Mwavumbo 31,902 20 - 25 

Puma 19,860 25 - 30 

Ndavaya 27,816 25 - 30 

Mwereni 34,628 10 - 15 

Tsimba/Golini 34,002 2 - 5 

** Proposed intervention is CFA 
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Annex 2: Non Food Interventions 

Table 7: Proposed Sectoral Non Food Interventions 

Interventions Location/Ward 
No. of 

beneficiaries 
Cost (Ksh) Implementers Time frame 

AGRICULTURE 

Water harvesting 

for crop production 
Lungalunga 25,310 farmers 6M 

Department of 

agric. Kwale 

county 

1 year 

Introduction of 

cotton  

Mwereni and 

Lungalunga 

wards 

All farmers 3M 
County Govt and 

Base Titanium 
2 years 

LIVESTOCK 

Mwangulu 

Livestock market 

renovation 

Mwereni ward 3,500 6.5M County Govt 2014-2016 

AI services Entire county 2,000 4M  County Govt 2014-2016 

WATER 

Dam construction 
Mbuguni, 

Matuga 
5,000 8M 

County 

Government 
6 months 

Water pan 

construction 

Gandini, Gonja, 

Kasemeni and 

Chengoni 

18,912 30M 
NDMA and 

CWSB 
2015/16 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

Nutrition and 

Health survey 
Countywide 130,890 7M 

County Govt, 

MOH, UNICEF, 

KRCS and NDMA 

2 months 

Health and 

Nutrition 

Outreaches 

Countywide 100,000 3M 

County Govt, 

MOH, KRCS and 

NDMA 

3 months 

Procure and 

distribution of 

water treatment 
chemicals  

Countywide 100,000 2M County Govt, 1.5 months 

Strengthen CLTS 

strategy 
Countywide 300,000 10M 

Plan International, 

County Govt and 

KRCS 

3 months 

 


