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• The Ethiopia 
Humanitarian Country 
Team who visited 
Shebelle Zone of Somali 
Region and East Bale 
Zone of Oromia Region 
on 29-31 March, 
renewed their 
commitment to scale-up 
food and non-food 
assistance in affected 
areas across the 
southern and 
southeastern parts of 
Ethiopia and called for 
all stakeholders to step 
in to make the drought 
response a key priority. 
 
 
 

• The drought is having a 
devastating impact on 
the lives and the 
livelihoods of affected 
population, with an 
estimated 8 million 
drought affected people 
in Oromia, Somali, 
SNNP, and Southwest 
regions and close to one 
and a half million 
livestock reported to 
have died due to lack of 
water and feeds. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   

The Ethiopia Humanitarian Country Team visits 
drought-affected regions and renew its 
commitment to scale-up the response 
Two delegations of the Ethiopia Humanitarian Country Team (EHCT) visited concomitantly 
the Shebelle Zone of Somali Region and East Bale Zone of Oromia Region between 29 and 
31 March to witness firsthand the impact of the drought on lives and livelihoods of drought 
affected people. They renewed their commitment to scale-up food and non-food assistance 
in affected areas across the southern and southeastern parts of Ethiopia and called for all 
stakeholders to step in to make the drought response a key priority. The visit was led by the 
UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Ethiopia, Dr. Catherine Sozi, together with 
heads of humanitarian agencies, ambassadors, I/NNGOs and Government officials also 
joined. The delegation visited sites for the internally displaced people (IDP) and engaged 
with the affected communities as well as with regional and zonal authorities and 
humanitarian partners on the ground to better understand the impact of the drought on 
people’s lives, the ongoing response, and identify key gaps, challenges, and opportunities 
to strengthen the drought response. 

The drought is having a devastating 
impact on the lives and the 
livelihoods of affected population, 
with an estimated 8 million people 
affected in Oromia, Somali, SNNP, 
and Southwest regions as per the 
most recent estimates.  More than 
1.5 million livestock are reported to 
have died due to lack of water and 
feeds across the drought affected 
areas. The number of children 
dropping out of school continues to 
increase across drought affected 
areas mainly due to lack of school 
feeding, WASH facilities, and family 
movements.  
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Figure 1 RC/HC, Dr. Catherine Sozi engaging with children in a child 
friendly space at Higlo IDP site in Shabelle Zone of Somali Region. 
Photo Credit: RCO/Getachew. 
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      HIGHLIGHTS 

• The Amhara regional 
Government authorities 
are advancing on 
relocations of IDPs in 
North Wollo, Wag Hamra, 
and North Shewa zones 
with a call for scaling-up 
partners’ capacity and 
presence. 
 
 

• The humanitarian 
community is gradually 
stepping into the 
response and engaging in 
resource mobilization, but 
critical gaps remain in 
emergency shelter 
notably. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• A Press Release by the 

International Organization 
for Migration (IOM) on 30 
March 2022, indicated 
that approximately $11 
million is required to 
assist over 100,000 
Ethiopian migrants 
repatriated from KSA 
through post-arrival 
assistance. 

 
 

 

Relocation of IDPs continues in Amhara amid 
resource shortfalls 
The Amhara regional Government 

authorities are advancing on 

relocations of IDPs in Kobo, North 

Wollo, Sekota, Wag Hamra, and 

Debre Birhan, North Shewa zones. 

The regional Disaster Risk 

Management Commission (DRMC) 

installed nine rub halls and provided 

shelter items to at least 12,000 IDPs 

relocated from Kobo Town to the 

new site in Jara to date. It also 

supported them with food. More  than 1,800 IDPs (out of 14,000 IDPs) from Sekota Town 

have been relocated to Weleh collective site, where only 30 medium size tents and 5 rub 

halls have been made available to them so far. In Debre Birhan, North Shewa Zone, the 

regional Government authorities allocated  four  hectares of land to support the site 

establishment and facilitate relocation of more than 13,000 IDPs. Partners have finalized 

site demarcation and conducted site planning, but the sites cannot accommodate all IDPs. 

Across these zones, a scale-up is required with the support of humanitarian partners to meet 

the amounting and urgent needs including mobilization of additional financial resources.  

 

About US$11 million required to assist over 
100,000 migrants returning from KSA: IOM 
According to a Press Release by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) on 30 

March 2022, approximately US$11 million is required to assist over 100,000 Ethiopian 
migrants to be repatriated from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) through post-arrival 
assistance including food, temporary accommodation, medical help and counselling 
services. “The returnees will receive humanitarian assistance and protection services upon 
arrival from the Government authorities, IOM and other partners. However, meeting the 
needs of the 100,000 returnees is going to be an enormous challenge for the government, 
IOM, and partners” the statement said. The first batch of about 900 migrants including 
mothers with young children arrived in Ethiopia on 30 March 2022 and received 
humanitarian assistance and protection services upon arrival. A high-level Ethiopian 
Government delegation is facilitating the process and the repatriation is expected to be 
finalized in the coming seven to eleven months.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 IDPs at Jara suffering from shortage of shelter. 
Photo Credit: OCHA Ethiopia/Najib. 

https://www.iom.int/news/funding-needed-assist-over-100000-ethiopian-migrants-returning-kingdom-saudi-arabia
https://www.iom.int/news/funding-needed-assist-over-100000-ethiopian-migrants-returning-kingdom-saudi-arabia
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      HIGHLIGHTS 

• Naima, 17-year-old grade 
eight student at Serkema 
Kebele Primary School is 
one of the 6,500 
beneficiaries of a solar 
panel installed through 
CARE Ethiopia’s 
Emergency WASH 
Response funded by 
UNICEF for population 
affected by humanitarian 
crisis in East Hararge. 
 
 

• “Our school had no 
access to water for the 
last five years. As a result, 
many of the children were 
forced to wait without 
water until they return 
home.” 
 

• “But, thanks to this 
project, I am one of the 
fortunate ones who has 
access to safe drinking 
water at my school and 
can continue my 
education without worry”. 

 

• “I hope that this kind of 
assistance will be 
expanded to other 
schools so that other 
vulnerable children can 
benefit as well.” 

 

 

The story of Naima, East Harage,Oromia region 
The installation of solar panels to restore water supply to the affected population in East 
Hararge Zone of Oromia Region was inaugurated on 15 March 2022, benefitting more than 
6,500 people in Serkema Kebele, Kombolcha Woreda. Some 600 students from Serkema 
Primary School, who have suffered from serious shortage of water for the past five years, 
are among those who benefitted from this intervention. Naima, a 17-year-old grade eight 
student at Serkema Kebele Primary School is so thrilled to see the rehabilitation of the water 
scheme in her school.  
 
 “Our school had no access to water 
for the last five years. As a result, 
many of the children were forced to 
wait without water until they return 
home. Students did not have access 
to safe and treated water, and they 
frequently suffered from waterborne 
diseases. We were forced to miss 
school due to illness and to fetch 
water over long distances. As a 
result, most children dropped out and 
stopped attending school”. She 
added, “But, thanks to this project, I 
am one of the fortunate ones who 
has access to safe drinking water at 
my school and can continue my 
education without worry”. Naima 
also mentioned that the water point 
in the school greatly helped the 
schoolgirls in safely managing their menstrual hygiene. Naima stated that prior to the project, 
they avoided school during menstruation because there was no water to help them manage 
their hygiene. “I hope that this kind of assistance will be expanded to other schools so that 
other vulnerable children can benefit as well”, she said. Over 300,000 students have been 
forced to leave school due to lack of water because of 54 water points have been non-
functional in the zone according to zonal authorities. 
 

Figure 3 Naima Drinking water from the rehabilitated water 
point located in Serkema Primary School. Photo Credit: 
CARE Ethiopia. 

For further information, please contact:  
OCHA Ethiopia Strategic Communications Unit at ocha-eth-communication@un.org  
Twitter - https://twitter.com/OCHA_Ethiopia | Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OCHAinEthiopia/ 
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