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Focused COVID-19 and Health Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             
- Sharpening health response through Communications Intelligence 

 
 

 

  

      Date: 5 August 2022 

 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

• Food Technology and Quality Control Department to take legal action against 115 manufacturing companies for 

producing inedible items contrary to the Food Act, 2023 (1967). 

• The Ayurveda Medical Council to take legal action against unregistered Ayurveda experts/doctors in Nepal. 

 

RECURRING THEME(S) 

• COVID-19 cases in Nepal are increasing with 760 new cases. There are 5,602 active cases at present and 324 have 
recovered in last 24 hours.  
 

• Monkeypox infection has been increasing worldwide with 890 cases in Canada and 9 cases in New Delhi by 
Wednesday. 

 

• The crowd in the hospital have been increasing due to severe fever caused by Adeno virus. 
 

• Dengue infection has been confirmed in 69 people in the last one month in Lalitpur. 
 
 

 
1This intelligence is tracked through manual monitoring of national print and online media through a representative sample selection. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal on 4th August reported 760 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally 

to 1,132,613. The country has reported 1 COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours. According to the Ministry of Health 

and Population (MoHP), among 2,589 PCR and 3,337 antigen tests, 494 and 266 tests have tested positive to COVID-19 

respectively. Currently, there are 5,602 active cases and 324 have recovered in last 24 hours with 5,440 in home isolation, 

162 in institutional isolation, with 44 in ICU for treatment.1,3,4 

Nepal’s COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 98.2%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.2%.4 

With an increased COVID-19 infection rate in India, the neighboring country, the infection has started to increase in Nepal as 
well due to the open border and free movements of people among countries. In Nepal, Daily COVID-19 infections have 
started to reach almost 1000 cases and it is thought to be a sign of the fourth wave of COVID-19 infection. According to Dr. 
Samir Kumar Adhikari, Joint-spokesperson of the Ministry of Health and Population, the current graph of infection indicates 
another wave of COVID-19.3,4 
 

Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO) machine at Shaheed Dharmabhakta National Transplant Center (SDNTC) 
Bhaktapur has not been used in 5 years, the machine has started to rust. According to Dr. Sanjit Kumar Shah, a Cardio-
vascular Surgeon, ECMO machine can help deliver oxygen to the blood and to various organ and tissues of the body when 
our body and lungs cannot. He said that during the COVID-19 pandemic when there was no treatment option beyond 
ventilator, the Ministry of Health did not paid attention to the availability of an ECMO machine and its importance to cure 
COVID-19 infected patients.1 
 

For the current fiscal year 2079-80, Barhadashi rural municipality and Bhadrapur municipality of Jhapa district have signed 
an agreement with the Nepal Red Cross Society Jhapa to provide free blood to the poor citizens within the municipality. 
According to Hari Sharan Khadka, officer of the Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS) Blood Bank Jhapa, any citizens within the 
contracted municipality will be provided with free blood when needed from the blood bank operated by NRCS.3 
 

According to the Food Technology and Quality Control Department, legal action will be taken against 115 manufacturing 
companies that produce inedible items contrary to the Food Act, 2023 (1967). According to the Food Act, 2023, legal action 
will be taken against the company that produced food and beverages with bad labels, low quality, illegal, contaminated, 
unlicensed and coliform infected food.3 
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Free sanitary pad distribution program has started to raise awareness about menstruation, women’s health, and hygiene in 
Birendranagar Municipality, Surkhet. According to Jamuna Bhandari, a health worker, women are getting their health 
checked regularly and informed about their reproductive health while they come to get free pads at the health center.3 

 

The Ayurveda Medical Council to take legal action against unregistered Ayurveda experts/doctors in Nepal. The council has 
appealed through a statement to discontinue such activities and has warned to take legal action if done otherwise.3 
 

The article is about monkeypox virus, its origin and possible ways for control. It says that monkeypox is a viral zoonotic 
disease primarily occurring in the tropical rainforest area of central and west Africa and is occasionally exported to other 
areas. It is a self-limiting disease lasting from 2-4 weeks and becomes severe when precautions are not taken. Since it is 
transmitted from person to person the article has asked all the government around the world to stay in high alert and prepare 
their countries for any health emergencies highlighting that the mass vaccination is the only key to fight such deadly viruses.4 
 

Government has provided free air rescue services to 160 pregnant and postpartum women in the financial year of 2021-22 
under the President’s Women Upliftment Program. Women facing the risk of death and in need for an emergency medical 
service have been benefited from the air rescue service.4 
 

The World Health Organization has suggested to provide 50% of the food to the baby after 6 months. However, most of the 
working women in Nepal are found to be giving formula milk and Cerelac to their newborns before they reach 6 months. 
According to Dr. Punya Paudel, Head of Maternal and Neonatal Division under the Department of Health Service, the 
increase in the number of working mothers, have decreased the rate of breastfeeding till 6 months from 66% in 2016 to 62% 
in 2019. Uma Koirala, a nutritionist, suggested that even though a balanced nutritional food can help a child who is not fully 
breastfed, the immunity and intellectual ability provided by the mother's milk is not available.5 (WHO mentioned) 
 

A human milk bank (mother's milk) is to be operated from Bhadra at the Paropakar Maternity and Women’s Hospital in 
Thapathali. According to Amir Babu Shrestha, Director of the Hospital, milk will be available for mothers who have 
undergone surgery.5 
 

According to Dr. Rudra Marasini Head of Management Division- Health Services Department, the government has 
distributed 133 sets of new hemodialysis machines to 22 hospitals. He said that additional hemodialysis machines would be 
provided gradually according to the demand of the hospitals. According to the government data, more than 6 thousand 
patients need to undergo kidney dialysis and due to lack of equipment, they have to wait for months to get services while 
some even die waiting for dialysis.6 
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Dengue infection has been confirmed in 69 people in the last one month in Lalitpur with Lalitpur Metropolitan Municipality 
and Mahalakshmi Municipality being mostly affected. The Department of Health Lalitpur has started to destroy the 
mosquitoes by separating the dengue infection area.6 
 

According to Dr. Yuba Nidhi Basaula, director of Kanti Children's Hospital, the number of patients with symptoms of viral 
infection has been increasing in the hospital for the past three weeks. Among 800 to 900 children who arrive for treatment 
every day, 30 to 40 patients have been admitted daily.6 
 

Among 1,166 deliveries at Lamjung Hospital, it has been found that 155 (14%) are teenage girls below the age of 20. 
Hemant Shrestha, head of the hospital, said that becoming a mother at a young age might affect the health of both mother 
and the child.6 
 

Janajagruti Secondary School at Ghodegaon, Tila Rural Municipality 6, Jumla has been closed after many students fell ill. 
During the sample testing of 88 people, COVID-19 infection was found in two students with symptoms like cough, fever and 
headache.6 

 

MENTIONS OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND POPULATION 

Nepal on 4th August reported 760 new confirmed coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours taking the nationwide infection tally 

to 1,132,613. The country has reported 1 COVID-19 related death in the last 24 hours. According to the Ministry of Health 

and Population (MoHP), among 2,589 PCR and 3,337 antigen tests, 494 and 266 tests have tested positive to COVID-19 

respectively. Currently, there are 5,602 active cases and 324 have recovered in last 24 hours with 5,440 in home isolation, 

162 in institutional isolation, with 44 in ICU for treatment.1,3, 

Nepal’s COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 98.2%, while the fatality rate stands at 1.2%.4 

 

With an increased COVID-19 infection rate in India, the neighboring country, the infection has started to increase in Nepal as 
well due to the open border and free movements of people among countries. In Nepal, Daily COVID-19 infections have 
started to reach almost 1000 cases and it is thought to be a sign of the fourth wave of COVID-19 infection. According to Dr. 
Samir Kumar Adhikari, Joint-spokesperson of the Ministry of Health and Population, the current graph of infection indicates 
another wave of COVID-19.3 
 

Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO) machine at Shaheed Dharmabhakta National Transplant Center (SDNTC) 
Bhaktapur has not been used in 5 years, the machine has started to rust. According to Dr. Sanjit Kumar Shah, a Cardio-
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vascular Surgeon, ECMO machine can help deliver oxygen to the blood and to various organ and tissues of the body when 
our body and lungs cannot. He said that during the COVID-19 pandemic when there was no treatment option beyond 
ventilator, the Ministry of Health did not paid attention to the availability of an ECMO machine and its importance to cure 
COVID-19 infected patients.1 
 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Quarantine rules to be relaxed in Hong Kong soon from next week. Hong Kong has also planned to start a color code system 
to measure the risk of COVID-19 infection.2 
 

Monkeypox infection has also started to increase in Canada. By Wednesday, 890 people have been found infected with 
monkeypox. According to the health institutions, 423 of them were found in Ontario city only. 
In the last few months, monkeypox infection has reached many countries throughout the world. Due to which, the World 
Health Organization has declared it as a health crisis.3 (WHO mentioned) 
 

A new monkeypox infection have been detected in a 31-year-old woman of New Delhi and is under treatment. So far, 9 
people have been infected with monkeypox in India, all from Kerala and Delhi.3 
 

 

 1Onlinekhabar 

2 Nepalkhabar 

3 Swasthyakhabar 

4The Himalayan Times 

5 Kantipur 

6 Nayapatrika 

7Annapurna Post 

8Nagarik 
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Contact for further details 

 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 

NPO (Communication, Media, and Public Information) 

World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 

gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the United States Department 

of State. 

 

Reference Code: 5AUGMM_026 
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