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1 2020 Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO). 
2 This number is calculated based on 58 per cent of the total displaced population as indicated in the HNO 2020.   
3 South Sudanese refugee (SSR) Children are calculated based on 52 per cent of the total population of SSRs, (736,685 on 31 December 2020, 
(UNHCR Sudan population Dashboard, https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-population-dashboard-overview-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-su-
dan-31-december-2020 ).  
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Saada, a 24-year-old mother of two, stands in line to collect water at the Um Rakuba 
water yard alongside Ethiopian refugees. ‘We don’t consider them refugees, we con-
sider them family’ ; UNICEF 2020 
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Highlights  

 The civil conflict in the Ethiopian province of Tigray that be-
gan in November has displaced more than 62,000 refugees 
across the Sudan’s Eastern border. UNICEF is supporting 
the UNHCR led response, primarily addressing WASH and 
Child Protection needs, and also Health and Nutrition as well 
as Education.   

 The nationwide polio vaccination campaign went ahead 
reaching 8.2 million children under-five and accompanied by 
an outreach programme to inform communities of the 
benefits of vaccinating their children.  

 COVID-19 cases increased alongside the global “second 
wave” in November before reducing by the close of the year. 
Sudan has confirmed its participation the the COVAX 
initiative with 3.39 million doses of AstraZeneca vaccines 
planned for the first two quarters of the 2021. 

5.3 million children among 
9.3 million people who need Humanitarian 
Assistance 
(Source: Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview 20201) 

 
1 million children2 among  
1.8 million internally displaced 
(Source: Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview 2020) 

 
383,076 children3 among 
736,685 South Sudanese refugees 

Funds 
received, 

$78,079,119 

Carry-
forward, 
$17,365,

864 

Funding 
gap, 

$51,666,
513 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

In the last quarter of 2020, Sudan’s humanitarian landscape was defined by three major issues:  a) inter-tribal conflicts 
leading to loss of lives; b) internal displacements of approximately 100,000 people, and c) the second wave of the 
COVID-19 pandemic with over 26,000 COVID-19 confirmed cases recorded and a case fatality rate among the highest 
globally.   

The Transitional Government’s efforts to reverse the deterioration of the economy have been unsuccessful thus far. The 
public’s patience with the situation is waning with an increase in demonstrations over fuel, bread and cooking gas 
availability, the rise in the cost of living, lack of reform progress and slow application of justice, increases in petty crime, 
utility cuts and various groups dissatisfaction with the lack of benefits they feel are owed (ex-military personnel and 
other government employees). The increase in unrest has been felt around the country with almost daily occurrences 
in most major centres of one kind or another (sit-ins, roadblocks, marches etc.). Ethnic tensions and violence increased 
across the country in the latter part of the year, evolving into ethnic conflict in several parts of Darfur in beginning months 
of 2021. This is expected to maintain a significant burden on humanitarian services for the foreseeable future due to the 
displacement, trauma and protection issues created.   

High-level negotiations between the Government of Sudan and international partners have yielded some progress, that 
said. The US officially lifted its designation of Sudan as a state sponsor of terrorism enabling Khartoum to engage in 
talks with the international financial institutions over debt relief and to borrow money for development projects. Progress 
on the fixed currency exchange conundrum is expected in the first half of 2021, hopefully opening the country’s private 
sector to much-needed access to investment and technology and significantly easing the financial burden of bringing 
humanitarian funding into Sudan.  

The Juba Peace Agreement signed in August was a political step forward in the overall peace process and UNICEF 
has continued to take advantage of the agreed humanitarian access to the Jebel Marra region in Darfur and areas in 
the Blue Nile controlled by SPLM-N Malik Agar, to reach people who have had no humanitarian assistance for close to 
twenty years despite years of war and isolation. Despite not signing the Agreement, the enclaves controlled by the 
SPLM-N Al Hilu faction in South Kordofan and the Blue Nile remain nominally open to humanitarian access, but progress 
in gaining regular engagement has been hindered in 2020 due to COVID-19 precautions and the early advent of the 
wet season. Hostilities continue between the Sudan Liberation Movement/ al-Nur (SLM-AW) and SAF and other factions, 
in the Western areas of Jebel Marra, causing displacement and loss of life, with currently little hope of ending hostilities 
in the short term.  Political ramifications of the Juba Agreement are being felt in Khartoum with the inclusion of key 
Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) figures in the new Government announced in February including Mariam al-Mahdi 
(Daughter of National Ummah Party leader), appointed as the Foreign Minister and Gibril Ibrahim, (leader JEM) has be-
come the Minister of Finance. Notably, the only female nominated by a military faction was Buthaina Ibrahim Dinar, 
Minister of Federal Government for SPLM-N (Malik Agar). 

Sudan continued its slow recovery from the unprecedented floods of the third quarter, which incurred a loss of over 100 
lives, damaged infrastructure and displaced around one million people. Efforts to control and mitigate post-flood disease 
can be considered successful with no outbreak of cholera recorded, however, malaria remained prevalent. Sudan`s 
already fragile health system experienced shocks including the COVID-19 pandemic, re-emergence of polio and short-
ages of essential medicines. A vaccination campaign, the first to be held nationwide in response to the virus-detection, 
led by the Federal Ministry of Health, and supported by WHO and UNICEF vaccinated around 8.2 million children with 
the Oral Polio Vaccine. 

COVID-19 cases increased with the global “second wave” in the last quarter of 2020, but began to decline by the end 
of December, a trend that has continued into January and February 2021. The average weekly number of cases was 
about 250 cases in November 2020 but dropped to around 100 cases in February. Compared to the first wave, the 
overall response significantly improved, including testing and case management capacities as well as Infection preven-
tion and control. The engagement of the private facilities for testing and managing COVID-19 cases has expanded as 
well. 

Sudan is confirmed to be participating in the COVAX initiative to introduce the COVID-19 vaccine with The National 
Vaccination and Deployment Plan (NVDP) finalized and approved. It requests a total of 17 million doses to cover 20 per 
cent of the population (8.5 million people) with two doses of the vaccine. COVAX has confirmed that Sudan will receive 
an initial allocation of 3.39 million doses of AstraZeneca vaccines in the first two quarters of the year, of which about 40 
per cent is expected to arrive in the first quarter of the year. Health care providers and those over 45 with medical 
conditions and at high risk are prioritised and the second tier all over 45 with medical conditions, essential frontline 
workers such as teachers as well as those in special conditions such as refugees and IDPs. 

Regional geopolitical developments also affected Sudan with the civil war in Ethiopia resulting in over 60,000 new 
refugees arriving across the Eastern border of Sudan. Refugees appeared in greater numbers from 7 November on-
wards with 50,000 arrived by 5 December with distressing reports of harassment and violence as they made their way 
to Sudan. UNHCR and the government’s Sudanese Commissioner of Refugees (CoR) are leading the response with 
support from over 27 partners on the ground including UNICEF. Arrivals have been relocated from border entry points 
and transit centres to one of two sites, Um Rakuba and Tenetba which can accommodate 20,572 (now at capacity) and 
over 50,000 (currently around 14,000) respectively. Services continue to be established in both areas and challenges 
going into the rainy season are foreseen with flood mitigation measures being explored. The host community must also 
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be considered during this crisis with a considerable burden placed upon resources shared with new arrivals. These also 
include ethnically Ethiopian host community members around Um Rakuba, who either arrived twenty years ago or are 
children of previous arrivals. This sub-group is particularly vulnerable as they are unable to utilise Sudanese services 
and are unable to access camp services for fear of being mistaken for a new arrival and the movement restrictions that 
entails.  

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

UNICEF continued to lead the humanitarian coordination in the Child Protection Area of Responsibility, Education, Nu-
trition and WASH sectors. During this quarter, attention shifted from the flood response to the Ethiopian Refugee re-
sponse in Gedaref state. To bookend the active flood response, the Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) was 
initiated by the UN actors and the Government, with humanitarian sectors' contribution. It will advocate for the long-term 
strategic investment required to mitigate flood-related risks. UNICEF Sector coordinators led to formulate the sector 
strategy for 2021 and ensured that their concerned partners are onboard and submit projects which align to their re-
spective sector humanitarian response plan. The sector coordinators organized virtual trainings to ensure partners un-
derstand the online project system and ensure smoother project submissions. For the Humanitarian Response Plan 
(HRP) 2021: a) the WASH Sector validated 62 projects by 57 partners; b) the Nutrition Sector validated 28 projects by 
28 partners, and c) the Child Protection Area of Responsibility validated 19 projects for the 19 partners. Sectors sup-
ported the Ethiopian refuge response virtually or by being on the ground through UNHCR’s coordination mechanisms. 
Cluster Coordination Performance Monitoring (CCPM) was conducted for WASH, Education, and Nutrition Sectors. The 
CCPM is an exercise that evaluates the sector performance against the six core functions of the Sector (Cluster). This 
online feedback tool is used globally and managed by global clusters. Around 60 to 70 per cent of partners participated 
in this online survey. The result of these assessments will guide the sector coordinators to strengthen the sectors further. 

Humanitarian Strategy  

UNICEF and its humanitarian partners continue to support the Government of Sudan to respond to the country’s ongoing 
humanitarian crises. These are exacerbated by broader economic deterioration and risk of socio-political instability 
despite optimism for improvement under the transitional leadership. Joint identification of the most vulnerable children 
and communities will be conducted to provide sustainable, multisectoral solutions that promote social cohesion, bridge 
humanitarian action and development programming. UNICEF will prioritize reaching children in high-risk zones affected 
by cyclical floods and epidemics, conflict, the broader effects of climate change and the economic crisis. To strengthen 
accountability to affected populations, communities will be involved in evidence-based decision-making that impacts 
their lives. UNICEF will continue to conduct upstream advocacy and support coordination at the national and state level 
to facilitate humanitarian responses that reach the most vulnerable and marginalized children and their communities 
through its leadership of the Education, Nutrition and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) sectors and the Child 
Protection area of responsibility. UNICEF will continue working with State and non-State actors to increase access to 
affected children in Blue Nile, South Kordofan and the Darfur states. Significant progress has been made towards 
improving humanitarian access in these hard-to-reach areas and efforts will continue during 2021.    

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Health and Nutrition (H&N) 

Despite the socio-economic-political challenges and multiple health emergencies that Sudan faced during 2020, a total 
of 16.7 million boys, girls, men and women benefited from life-saving packages of Health and Nutrition (H&N) services 
through UNICEF support. Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, UNICEF's efforts to maintain delivery of lifesaving H&N 
services, in addition, to directly responding to the COVID-19 outbreak was paramount. The functionality of the over 
3,000 health facilities was restored/maintained with UNICEF support.  

Maternal, newborn and child health and nutrition services were scaled up both at the facility and community levels. 
However, the service uptakes for maternal and newborn care was affected significantly by COVID-19. As a result, the 
skilled birth attendance rate and the proportion of newborn babies who received postnatal care within two days of 
delivery declined from 88% in 2019 to 50% in 2020 and from 65.8% in 2019 to 53% in 2020 respectively.  

A total of 1,618,767 (163 per cent of the 2020 target) sick, under five-year-old children, received care through the 
Integrated Management of Childhood Illnesses (IMCI) approach as a result of scaling up IMCI services in crises affected 
areas, a two-fold increase from 2019. To this effect and to mitigate the risk of COVID-19 in which the availability of 
medicines and other medical supplies was critically low in Sudan, UNICEF delivered medical kits and supplied around 
30 per cent more than in 2019. This included Ready to Used Therapeutic Food (RUTF), IMCI, Public Health Clinics, 
Inter-agency Emergency Health Kits (IEHK) and Midwifery kits among others. This sustained service helped prevent 
any cholera or measles outbreaks, and stock-outs of RUTF and vaccines did not occur in 2020. UNICEF managed to 
mobilize more resources specifically for supply procurement that lead to increased coverage and access of more 
children under five beyond the HAC 2020 target. Also with new CERF funding, UNICEF could support River Nile, 
Gezeira, Northern and Khartoum states, which were not included in HAC 2020 targets (an additional 987,700 children).  

1,468,425 (87 per cent) and 1,273,504 (76 per cent) children under one were vaccinated against pneumonia and 
measles respectively during four rounds of immunization, targeting the 109 lowest performing localities. Over 8.2 million 
children under-five received polio vaccinations. These figures include 708,210 children living among crisis, epidemics, 
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as refugees and those in inaccessible areas representing 90 per cent of the HAC 2020 target measles vaccination target. 
The vaccination programme met most of the targeting expectations for the year with less than 10 per cent not met due 
to COVID-19 restrictions and minor delays in campaign rollouts.   

In the direct COVID-19 response, UNICEF led 
on the Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 
and the risk communication and community 
engagement (RCCE) pillars while contributing 
to the other response pillars. Having provided 
over 62,163 community volunteers and Health 
Workers with Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE), UNICEF was the largest provider of 
PPEs in Sudan. The COVID-19 call centre, 
which UNICEF established at the Federal 
Ministry of Health (FMoH), received over 25,000 
calls a day during the peak of the outbreak to 
report suspected cases of COVID-19 as well as 
asking for COVID-19 related information and is 
now providing health information beyond 
COVID-19.  

UNICEF engaged with the FMoH to provide the 
required support to prepare for COVID 19 
vaccine introduction, including supporting the 
country to fulfil the pre-requisites for vaccine deployment, establishing coordination mechanisms, and to provide 
technical assistance to develop and disseminate adjustable SOPs/protocols, trainings, planning and monitoring tools, 
and advocacy materials. UNICEF also successfully advocated for the inclusion of teachers into the countries COVAX 
plans, as priority frontline workers to ensure that schools are open sooner than later.  

For the year to date, UNICEF Nutrition partners have screened 3.5 million children under the age of five for malnutrition, 
with over 255,000 children treated for Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM),  reaching 85 per cent of the 2020 target. This 
was possible with the funding available due to the carry-over of nutrition supplies from 2019. These admissions were 
as expected at this time of year, with COVID- 19 having no significant impact on the continuity of Community 
Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) services. Several Infection Protection and Control (IPC) measures and 
precautions were implemented to maintain services whilst ensuring the safety of beneficiaries and frontline staff. 

Up to 730,360 mothers and caregivers received counselling on recommended Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) 
practices at both community and facility levels reaching 81 per cent of the 2020 target. This was possible with the funds 
received as IYCF counselling is not heavily dependent on financial support and strong community mobilization has 
generated positive results. COVID-19 control measures introduced in March, such as restrictions on movement and 
social gatherings, caused IYCF counselling trends to decline with fluctuations continuing until been restrictions were 
lifted at the end of August. Innovative approaches and modalities such as using telecommunications, microphones and 
mass media were used to bridge information gaps as much as possible.   

Nutrition services were available in 96 per cent of Outpatient Therapeutic feeding Programmes (OTPs) across the 
country while one per cent require rehabilitation and three per cent need further confirmation. 98.5 per cent of OTPs 
were fully stocked and efforts continued to improve service quality with a cure rate of 92 per cent. To improve community 
& facility-level cadres’ capacity, 1,099 male & female health workers were trained on CMAM, 11,463 volunteers were 
trained to support community IYCF while 1,512 health staff trained on F-IYCF services.  New 2,442 Mothers Support 
Groups were established, bringing the total number to 7,656 MSGs nationwide. 32,216 Mothers of SAM children trained 
in MUAC screening. 

Child Protection 

During 2020, UNICEF’s Child Protection response received close to 50 per cent of the funding required to meet its 
targets. Around 122,054 children (51 per cent girls) received Psycho-Social Support (PSS) services through different 
approaches such as individual and family-based PSS and remote PSS through radio stations and mobile phones. 
Around 59 per cent of the overall target was met while the negative impact of COVID-19 measures in the first two 
quarters largely overcome through innovative delivery mechanisms (radio support and mobile teams).  

A total of 4,132 (13 per cent girls) against a target of 8,618 (48 per cent) Unaccompanied and Separated Children 
(UASC) (133 in Quarter four, 31 per cent girls) have been identified and reunified with their families or placed in 
alternative family care which roughly aligns with initial planning assumptions. Internal displacement from internal conflict 
and violence in West, Central and North Darfur made up the majority of cases while the influx of Ethiopian refugees 
from the Tigray crisis caused around 848 children to be identified as UASC but are yet to be verified and included in 
the data.   

UNICEF and partners have also provided prevention and response services such as legal, medical and PSS support 
to 11,416 victims of Gender-Based Violence (GBV) (346 in quarter four (48 per cent girls) mainly in the Blue Nile, White 

Health Worker in Karra, South Jebel Marra giving a 4-year-old girl her dose of Polio 
Vaccine. 
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Nile and South Darfur states amounting to nine per cent of the planned target. However, these numbers reflect the 
difficulty in verifying GBV victims reached rather than the true number benefiting from UNICEF services. Work is 
ongoing to improve data collection methods in 2021.  

Efforts on ending the recruitment and association of children with armed forces/groups and the involvement of children 
in inter-communal conflicts continued in quarter four. This included a two-day workshop with representation from 
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF), Rapid Support Forces (RSF), National Council on Child Welfare (NCCW), GBV 
Prevention and Response Unit (government partner) and other civil society experts to review the draft training manual 
for SAF to institutionalize the child protection and GBV prevention in armed conflict within SAF institutions. A team from 
UNICEF and NCCW visited West Kordofan state to pre-test the logo and slogans for the upcoming campaign against 
child recruitment and association. Two workshops for 60 social workers from Darfur states South Kordofan, West 
Kordofan, Blue Nile and Khartoum states were conducted in collaboration with the DDRC to improve the knowledge, 
skills and practices of social workers dealing with children released from armed forces/groups. A visit to South Kordofan 
by the Technical Committee succeeded in negotiating the evacuation of troops from an occupied school and UNICEF 
has established a routine command to be issued every three months, by the Head of RSF and the General command 
of SAF to all field commanders confirming the prevention of recruitment for persons under 18 years and criminalizing 
such action.     

Education 

During Quarter four, the educational institutions in Sudan continued to be closed, except for a partial reopening for 
Grade 8 and Grade 10 students for three weeks, after which the High Committee for Health Emergencies decided to 
reclose again till further notice as part of the country-wide measures against the COVID-19 pandemic. Some locations 
outside government jurisdiction in Jebel Marra and the two areas in South Kordofan and the Blue Nile continued learning 
activities.  

UNICEF support increased learning opportunities for 2,329 children (53 per cent girls) in the open schools and learning 
spaces of Jebel Marra and the two closed areas in South Kordofan and the Blue Nile, and provided teaching and 
learning supplies to 1,490 students (45 per cent girls) to continue learning. Elsewhere in the country, UNICEF 
prepositioned learning and teaching supplies in 15 states to enable over 350,000 vulnerable and disadvantaged 
students in 881 schools to return to their studies when schools reopen.   

To improve learning environments, UNICEF supported the construction of 46 new classrooms and 14 latrines for the 
benefit of 3,923 students (50 per cent girls) in the Darfur states. Also, 4,069 teachers (59 per cent female) were trained 
in Teacher Preparedness Training Programme TPTP, teaching methodologies for the accelerated learning programme 
and early childhood education, Life skills in Emergency, and Education in Emergency. UNICEF improved the capacity 
of 856 (35 per cent female) school management committees members through training in co-school management, 
school improvement planning, life skills in an emergency, Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) and 
COVID-19 awareness. 

Overall, the year 2020 has made access to education difficult for Sudanese children with over nine months of closure 
for educational institutions, especially basic and secondary schools, and the public ban on gatherings to curtail the 
spread of COVID-19. In summary, only 9,148 out of school children (60 per cent girls) were supported to gain access 
to formal and informal education opportunities with a total of 203,253 students (48 per cent girls) reached with education 
supplies to continue learning. This includes aiding Grade 8 and Grade 11 students to prepare for their transition exams 
and to ensure exam centres were equipped with necessary supplies (masks, soap, hand sanitisers, et al) to provide a 
COVID-19 safe environment. As for improving school environments, UNICEF support helped construct 78 new 
classrooms, rehabilitate 161 classrooms and construct 50 school latrines for the benefit of 29,912 students (53 per cent 
girls) across Sudan. Also, 5,490 teachers (59 per cent female) were trained in Teacher Preparedness Training 
Programme TPTP, teaching methodologies for the accelerated learning programme and early childhood education, 
Life skills in Emergency, and Education in Emergency. UNICEF contributed to building the capacity of 1,564 members 
of the school management committees (36 per cent female) on co-school management, Life skills in an emergency, 
Prevention of sexual exploitation and Abuse (PSEA), COVID-19 awareness, and school improvement planning. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

The UNICEF WASH programme provided 504,640 (257,851 females,17,837 South Sudanese Refugees (SSR)) conflict 
and epidemics affected population with have access to sustainable durable, life saving basic water services. These 
were in North, South, East, West and Central Darfur states, South, West and North Kordofan states, Blue Nile, Sennar 
and Red Sea states. Those achievements were realized through the construction/rehabilitation of durable, gender-sen-
sitive motorized basic water sources (mainly solar systems) and hand pumps. This reached 100% of the 2020 target 
and achieving this with less funding than requested due to the programme focus on rehabilitating existing water sources 
rather than constructing new water sources. 

UNICEF supported 2,277,612 (1,154,199 females, 27,167 South Sudanese and Ethiopian refugees) conflict and epi-
demics affected population with operational, maintenance (O&M) and water disinfection services and/or interim emer-
gency safe water sources. These were in North, South, East, West and Central Darfur states, South, West and North 
Kordofan states, Blue Nile, Sennar, White Nile, Kassala, Red Sea and Gedarif states. This reached 91 per cent of the 
2020 target. The programme managed to reach more people with less funding because of the high number of water 
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disinfection interventions during the flood re-
sponse compared to the more costly focus on 
operations and maintenance of water sys-
tems in protracted crises.  

UNICEF provided 68,434 (52 per cent female) 
conflict and epidemics affected population 
and including 13,848 South Sudanese and 
Ethiopian refugees, with emergency sanita-
tion facilities in North, South, East, West and 
Central Darfur states, South Kordofan, Sen-
nar, Kassala and Gedarif states. These 
achievements were realized through the con-
struction/rehabilitation of emergency commu-
nal and household latrines. This represented 
34 per cent of the 2020 target. The undera-
chievement in the emergency sanitation tar-
get was mainly because of the low emergency 
latrine construction funding and programme 
shift in the stable emergency areas towards 
the implementation of the Community-Led To-
tal Sanitation development approach that 
sensitizes the community to construct their la-
trines rather than using the direct latrine con-
struction approach. 

2,195,826 (51 per cent female) conflict and epidemics affected population including 123,251 South Sudanese refugees 
were reached with hygiene promotion interventions. These focused on handwashing with soap in North, South, East, 
West and Central Darfur states, South, West and North Kordofan, Blue Nile, Sennar, White Nile, Kassala, Red Sea and 
Gedaref states. This number represents 110 per cent of the 2020 target, an overachievement considering funding levels 
which is due to the COVID-19 and major flooding response requiring more widespread use of hygiene promotion inter-
ventions.  

The WASH Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) reached around 488,150 people (253,341 females, 244,078 children) 
in COVID-19 high-risk sites in 17 Sudan states with related supplies and services including hygiene promotion, sanita-
tion and water supply interventions (160 per cent of 2020 target). The supported populations were the visitors and staff 
of isolation/health centres, IDPs, refugees, rural/urban population, entry point arrivals, school children, prisoners and 
health/hygiene promotion officers. The over-achievement was because of the prolonged COVID-19 pandemic presence 
and expansion in terms of magnitude and geographic areas that necessitated UNICEF expanded WASH COVID-19 
supported interventions. 

The programme responded effectively and timely to the needs of about 1.5 million floods affected population who re-
ceived disinfected safe domestic water. The WASH flood response helped protect the flood-affected communities from 
a cholera outbreak with zero cases reported. 

UNICEF WASH was among the first major humanitarian actors to respond to the Ethiopian Refugees in Kassala and 
Gedarif States. Prepositioned emergency supplies at Kassala and Gedarif states were key success factors for UNICEF’s 
immediate response. UNICEF established immediate interim water supply systems for the refugees at the reception 
centres & campsites for 17,837 refugees through the erection of well-disseminated water storage and distribution sys-
tems supported by water trucking systems. UNICEF is currently working to replace and expand the interim water sys-
tems provided with sustainable, durable systems. 3,400 jerry cans, 25 handwashing stations, soap, chlorine tablets 
were also distributed as immediate responses. 

Communication for Development (C4D)  

During the last quarter of 2020, 21 million people received messages about COVID-19 through various media includ-
ing flyers, posters, social media, TV, radio and megaphones. Flyers and posters in Tigrigna were also distributed in 
refugee camps as a response to the Ethiopian crisis. All communication materials are stored in an online archive, cre-
ated and managed by C4D, which is accessible to other NGOs, INGOs and private sector organizations. Coordination 
continues between the WHO, the Ministry of Health and UNICEF. UNICEF reviewed and approved disease outbreak 
messages, which were integrated into COVID-19 related activities/campaigns such as the Safe Return Protocol. En-
gagement activities regarding COVID-19 have continued to take place and over 7,000 facemasks and sanitisers were 
distributed to public health facilities during awareness-raising sessions. In addition, on the December 25th Christmas 
celebration, 1300 fabric facemasks were distributed in churches in Khartoum.  

A rapid assessment of Polio was conducted in a short amount of time to launch the campaign right at the start of the 
outbreak. Megaphones and sound systems were used to reach and engage communities. The campaign reached 91 
per cent of Khartoum state. During the campaign, there was good coordination between EPI and HP in the field which 

UNICEF is supporting the rehabilitation of Water Supply facilities to provide for 
both the Ethiopian refugee community and the Communities that host them in sites 
across Gedaref. 



 

                                                  

7 

 

lacked during R-1. Messages on Polio were disseminated using SMS through MTN, Zain and Sudani Telecoms. A 
total of 1,222 social mobilizers were trained in all states before the launch of the campaign.  

The Internet of Good Things is a mobile-ready website initiative led by UNICEF, designed to make life-saving and life-
improving information available for free, even on low-end devices and available free of data charges. It is a tool used 
for risk communication, community engagement and system strengthening during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Inter-
active Voice Response (IVR) was surveyed and completed for the first time in Sudan in December 2020.  

Communication and Advocacy 

Throughout 2020, UNICEF has published press releases and statements about key humanitarian achievements. Three 
of note are, the February 2020 press release commending the Government of Sudan’s decision to outlaw female genital 
mutilation (FGM) and a  piece on the release, family tracing and reunification of children studying and living in Khalwas 
(Quranic boarding schools) and UNICEF Sudan’s response to the floods that hit Sudan. 

UNICEF Sudan has advocated for the safety of families and children during the COVID-19 pandemic with videos and 
posts on various digital platforms. The content was produced to encourage physical distancing, wear face masks, ad-
dress stigma and mental health, and continuity of learning to ensure children are protected from violence, early marriage 
and exploitation. This video and press release documented UNICEF Sudan’s procurement and shipping of 14.25 metric 
tonnes of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) items costing around $500 million to protect health personnel and es-
sential workers on the frontline of the COVID-19 response. This interview explains how UNICEF supports the Federal 
and State Ministries of Education in Sudan to ensure continuity of learning and the safe reopening of schools. UNICEF 
Sudan’s Facebook page and website were both selected as a trusted source for COVID-19 information as part of Fa-
cebook’s global campaign to combat misinformation.  

On 10 October, for World Mental Health Day, UNICEF  continued to raise awareness on the importance of mental health 
and wellbeing. A video featuring UNICEF Sudan Youth Advocate Manara Asad was produced to engage and provide 
guidance for young people dealing with mental wellbeing issues.  

UNICEF addressed the vaccine-derived polio outbreak with a press release on UNICEF & WHO’s efforts to end the 
outbreak, a video on the arrival of the polio vaccines in Khartoum and a polio online information resource, local and 
international media published several stories, including Al Jazeera and the BCC, with. UNICEF produced a polio fact-
sheet, interviews on local and international media with Health Specialists and with Sara Jad Allah, a polio survivor, to 
provide information and address rumours and misinformation. UNICEF’s website is the go-to credible source for all 
information regarding the outbreak, misinformation and weekly situation reports using animation and a video explainer. 
The success of the campaign’s efforts reaching into the Jebel Marra region was captured in a photo essay. In December, 
UNICEF produced a video on the distribution of 4.6 million long-lasting insecticidal nets (LLINs) across 12 states in 
Sudan in response to the increase in malaria cases in collaboration with the Federal Ministry of Health and partners. 

Towards the end of the year, the refugee response was the focus of communication and advocacy. Several social media 
posts and stories including  I can’t find my little brother and Mother Makes it to Safety in Sudan after Fleeing Hospital in 
Ethiopia with Premature Twins were published to highlight the plight of refugees. 

Funding 

UNICEF’s 2020 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal for Sudan requires $147.11 million to address the new 
and protracted needs of the afflicted population. The prevailing political and economic fragility in Sudan is further com-
plicated by the turmoil of the COVID-19 crisis. The HAC appeal will be updated in the third quarter to reflect the change 
in needs and context. At the end of December, UNICEF faced a $ 51.6 million (35 per cent) funding shortfall (aside from 
COVID-19 response requirements 4), curtailing relief efforts against flooding, disease outbreaks, conflict and the nutri-
tion crisis, and leaving education, health, child protection and WASH needs unaddressed.  

UNICEF Sudan would like to take this opportunity to express its humble and sincere appreciation to the donors that 
continue supporting the humanitarian appeal in Sudan. In 2020 the humanitarian response has to-date been supported 
by the European Union, the governments of Canada, Germany, Japan, Sweden the United States as well as by signifi-
cant contributions from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and the Sudan Humanitarian Fund (SHF); in 
Darfur, UNICEF also implemented interventions with funding from the United Nations-African Union Hybrid Operation 
in Darfur (UNAMID) for human rights and rule of law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 The additional COVID-19 requirements were at $24.5 million as of end of April, however this only includes the health-led response, not the efforts 
required to put in place continuity of services etc.   
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Sector Requirements 
Humanitarian Funds available Funding gap 

 Received in 2020 Carry-over from 2019 $ % 

Health  25,393,608 19,617,717 5,449,152 326,739 1% 

Nutrition 49,017,960 27,026,447 5,449,152 16,542,361 34% 

Child Protection 12,632,498 5,188,987 1,095,739 6,347,772 50% 

Education 33,222,430 11,059,307 1,363,553 20,799,570 63% 

WASH 25,345,000 15,186,661 4,008,268 6,150,071 24% 

Cluster Coordination 1,500,000 64,327 - 1,435,673 96% 

Total 147,111,496 78,143,446 17,365,864 51,602,186 35% 

 

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 
Next Situation Report: 15 April 2021 
UNICEF Sudan: www.unicef.org/sudan 
UNICEF Sudan Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UnicefSudan123 
UNICEF Sudan Humanitarian Action for Children: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/sudan.html 

  

Abdullah Fadil 
Representative 
UNICEF Sudan 
Email : afadil@unicef.org 
Tel: +249 (0)156 553 670 ext. 300 
 

Fatma Mohammed Naib 
Chief of Communication and Advocacy 
UNICEF Sudan  
Email: fmohammednaib@unicef.org 
Tel: +249 (0)871 888000 ext. 320  
 
 
 

Who to  
contact for 
further  
information: 
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Annex B 
Summary of Programme Results 

 
   UNICEF and IPs response Sector response 

Indicator Disaggre-
gation 

Overall 

Needs5 

2020 tar-

get6 
Total results 

Change since 
last report 

2020 target 
Total      

results7 

Change 
since last 

report 

Health 

# of boys and girls un-
der 1 year of age re-
ceiving the first dose 
of measles vaccine 

IDPs, Return-
ees, Vulnera-
ble, Residents 

8.6 
Million 

737,038 668,774 267,333    

Refugees 43,462 39,436 15,764    
Total 780,500 708,210 283,097    

#  Children under 5 to 
access integrated 
management of child-
hood illness (IMCI) 
services 

IDPs, Return-
ees, Vulnera-
ble, Residents 

932,700 1,528,627 957,316    

Refugees 55,000 90,140 56,451    
Total 987,700 1,618,7678 1,013,767    

Nutrition9 

# of children 6-59 
months affected by 
Severe Acute Malnu-
trition admitted to 
treatment 

IDPs, Return-
ees, Vulnera-
ble, Residents 

3.3 
Million 

 

290,891 247,258 106,858 
290,891 247,25810 106,858 

Refugees 9,109 7,742 3,346 
Total 300,000 255,000 110,204 

# of caregivers receiv-
ing infant and young 
child feeding (IYCF) 
counselling 

IDPs, Return-
ees, Vulnera-
ble, Residents 

857,573 695,930 228,444 
774,919 695,930 228,444 

Refugees 42,427 34,430 11,302 
Total 900,000 730,360 239,746 

Child Protection 

# boys and girls re-
ceiving psychosocial 
support 

IDPs, Return-
ees, Vulnera-
ble, Residents 

1.8 
Million 

 

132,000 107,858 11,317 
450,000 151,594 21,372 

Refugees 76,000 14,196 0 
Total 208,000 122,05411 11,317 

# of registered unac-
companied/ separated 
children supported 
with reunification ser-
vices 

IDPs, Return-
ees, Vulnera-
ble, Residents 

4,100 3,799 133 
30,000 16,221 5,169 

Refugees 4,500 333 0 
Total 8,600 4,132 133 

# of women, men, 
boys and girls sup-
ported with quality age 
and gender appropri-
ate child protection 
services including, 
case management 
and referral services 
including Cash-Based 
Assistance 
 

IDPs, Return-
ees, Vulnera-
ble, Residents 

71,000 11,416 346 

250,000 36,818 1,667  

Refugees 49,000 0 0 

Total 120,000 11,41612 346 

Education 

 
5 Overall needs are based on 2020 Humanitarian Needs Overview. 
6 Targets reflect the UNICEF 2020 Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal, https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/2019-HAC-Sudan.pdf. 
7 Sector results sometimes are lower than UNICEF results due to the exclusion of the Refugee caseload from sector results. This avoids double 
counting as these are reflected within UNHCR’s multi-sector response results 
8 UNICEF was able to mobilise more funding specifically for supplies in 2020, this allowed more than the yearly target to be reached. This was 
coupled with the inclusion of states (River Nile, Gezeira, Northern and Kharotum) which were not originally included in targets (an additional 
987,000 children)  
9 Results reported for the Nutrition sector indicators are one month prior to the UNICEF sitrep date due to partner reporting mechanisms. 
10 Nutriton Sector results exclude UNICEF refugee results to avoid double reporting.   
11 Achievements for PSS and UASC have aligned closely to funding availability. COVID-19 mitigation measures left many children in needs of sup-
port, accounting for the slight increase above targets vs funding.   
12 2020 is the first year GBV has been included in HPM reporting. Measuring the results has proved challenging as sensitivities often prevent accu-
rate and comparable data. The total results therefore do not reflect the workload undertaken by either UNICEF or the sub-sector.   
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# of out-of-school chil-
dren in humanitarian 
situations accessing 
formal or non-formal 
basic education 

IDPs, Return-
ees, Vulnera-
ble, Residents 

1.5 
Million 

 

91,869 8,499 3,163 
350,000 47,393 10,324 

Refugees 42,869 649 119 
Total 134,738 9,14813 3,282 

# of children in hu-
manitarian situations 
who received subsi-
dies, scholarships, 
grants, social assis-
tance and/or teaching, 
learning and recrea-
tion materials from 
UNICEF to attend 
school 

IDPs, Return-
ees, Vulnera-
ble, Residents 

329,000 198,276 14,594 

729,000 187,268 8,696 14 

Refugees 75,215 4,977 0 

Total 404,215 203,253 14,59415 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene 

# of population in hu-
manitarian situations 
who access and use 
safe drinking water 

IDPs, Return-
ees, Vulnera-
ble, Residents 

7.6 
Million 

288,000 486,803 113,381 
1,704,213 1,022,360 311,742 

Refugees 72,000 17,837 17,337 
Total 360,000 504,64016 130,718 

# of population in hu-
manitarian situations 
accessing appropriate 
sanitation facilities and 
living in environments 
free of open defeca-
tion 

IDPs, Return-
ees, Vulnera-
ble, Residents 

80,000 54,586 19,712 

1,130,943 474,078 54,001 Refugees 20,000 13,848 7,439 

Total 100,000 68,434 27,151 

# people benefiting 
from water 
disinfection and opera-
tion and 
maintenance of drink-
ing water supply ser-
vices 

IDPs, Return-
ees, Vulnera-
ble, Residents 

1,350,000 2,250,445 554,632 

N/A 3,921,107 853,70217 Refugees 150,000 27,16718 7,833 

Total 1,500,000 2,277,61219 562,465 

# of population in hu-
manitarian situations 
reached with mes-
sages on appropriate 
hygiene practices 

IDPs, Return-
ees, Vulnera-
ble, Residents 

1,200,000 2,072,575 577,262 
3,166,563 5,101,074 1,592,672 

Refugees 300,000 123,251 67,540 
Total 1,500,000 2,195,82620 644,802 

 

 
13 Education results were severly hampered by School closures in 2020, both for COVID-19 mitigation measures and government decision to unify 
the school terms.  
14 This does not include UNICEF COVID-19 prevention measures mentioned in footnote 9. 
15 This result includes students reached with COVID-19 prevention measures (sanitizers, facemasks etc) to enable students to safely sit their grade 8 exams, 
accounting for around 79,800 of this result which is not captured in the COVID-19 sitrep data (which only accounts for remote learning based activities). This 
number is not included in the sector data.   
16 140% of the 2020 target was achieved due to the focus on rehabilitation of existing water sources rather than constructing new facilities.  
17 The Quarter 3 UNICEF situation report contained a calculation error for total sector reached for this indicator and should have totalled 3,058,405. 
18 The Quarter 3 UNICEF Situation report contained an error for Refugees benefiting from disinfection of water sources and operation and mainte-
nance. The correct figures should have been IDP/VUL/Ret: 1,695,813 total 644,095 since last report, Refugees: 19,334 total and 9,334 since last 
report. Total figures remain correct.  
19 The increase in results beyond targets is due to the flooding between August and September.  
20 The over achievement for this target was due to the COVID-19 and flood responses which meant a far greater and condensed population was 
reached with the implemented activities.   


