
MOSUL WEEKLY PROTECTION UPDATE  

KEY FIGURES:

1.5 million  people expec t ed to be impacted in
Mosul and surrounding areas
793,422  people currently displaced

Governorate of displacement

54,613 Families assessed
259,806 Individuals

Source: UNHCR Partners, *IOM/DTM and Open Street Map Geographic Coordinate System: GCS_WFS_1984

90% of families with no income 
1,291 unaccompanied or separated children
30% 
4,688 families referred for cash assistance

71,409 73,514 61,319 53,564

  

from the broader Mosul Corridor covering Erbil, Ninewa, 
Salah al-Din and Kirkuk Governorates since March 2016

300,576   IDPs have returned to their places of origin

Wassit

BabylonKerbala Missan

Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, increment P Corp., NPS, NRCan, Ordnance Survey, © OpenStreetMap

CGIAR, N Robinson, NCEAS, NLS, OS, NMA, Geodatastyrelsen, Rijkswaterstaat, GSA, Geoland, FEM
community

HIGHLIGHTS: 
• Recent clashes between Iraqi Security Forces and armed extremists led to some displacement from Hatra this week. 
• Several hundred families were transported from Tel Jarabia site to formal camps.  
• The non-distribution of kerosene, movement restrictions, lack of medicines and specialised medical treatments and other factors continue to push fami  
 lies to return prematurely to areas of origin or to leave camps into non-camp locations. 
• More than 3,400 Iraqi returnees (771 families) from Al Hol camp in Syria, returned to Ninewa.

   from the beginning of the Mosul operation to date

For more information contact: Precillar Moyo moyop@unhcr.org
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MOSUL WEEKLY PROTECTION UPDATE

Displacement trends
For the first time in weeks, more than 50 newly displaced families arrived to Hammam Al-Alil screening 
site from Hatra (Ninewa Governorate) after a spate of clashes between Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) and 
armed groups forced them from villages that remain under extremist groups’ control in Hatra. Mean-
while, secondary displacement from different neighbourhoods in Mosul continues with more than a 
dozen families arriving to Hammam Al-Alil Transit Site (HAA TS) each week. The new arrivals report 
being unable to pay for their rental accommodation in Mosul. The majority of families undergoing 
secondary displacement are female-headed-households. As per established practice, all arrivals are 
informed of the capacity and the types of services at each camp so they can make an informed 
decision on where to move. 

The number of arrivals to the north east of Mosul remains very low: only one individual arrived to 
Nargizlia camp this week. Checkpoints remain closed between the camp and Mosul, which affects the 
number of new arrivals and departures. Meanwhile, 93 individuals arrived to Hasamsham, Khazer and 
Chamakor camps, east of Mosul. This is an increase from the previous week when 43 individuals 
arrived to these camps. Interviews with the new arrivals indicated that several families have allegedly 
not been allowed to access the camps on the basis of security concerns, especially when male relatives 
are present. UNHCR continues to monitor and advocate for unrestricted access to camps for all IDPs 
in need.

Protection Assessment in Tel Jarabia 
The Protection cluster shared the results of a protection assessment conducted in Tel Jarabia last 
week. The sample surveyed 410 households living in the camp, 83 are percent from Ninewa (Sinjar, 
Baaj and Telafar), 14 percent from Anbar (mostly Al Qaim) and seven percent from Salah al-Din (Baiji 
and Samara). The majority (74 percent) of families reported that they would like to leave the site. Of 
those, approximately 71 percent would like to return to areas of origin, 15 percent want to move to an 
out-of-camp location, six percent want to move to camps and another six per cent said that they would 
like to leave but are not allowed. Among other findings, the survey revealed that a number of the IDPs 
remain in the site in order to be close to their areas of origin and also due to lack of information regard-
ing their options. High level advocacy is ongoing with authorities to facilitate the transfer of more 
families back to their areas of origin if they are safe and suitable for return, and to non-camp and camp 
locations otherwise. Many recently retaken areas are yet to be cleared for return. Just over 490 
families (2,711 individuals) were then relocated to Jad’dah camp. Protection actors, who are on the 
ground to monitor the movement, identified some gaps regarding non-food items, and referred them 
to the relevant clusters. 

Camp consolidation 
 As the overall population sheltered in camps located to the east and north east of Mosul continues to 
decrease, authorities have advised that plans to consolidate the camps are underway. This week, 
consultations with community leaders highlighted the reluctance of some families to remain in those 
camps due to the movement restrictions enforced there. The families have elected to register for 
return instead. Further community consultations are ongoing.

Many families sheltered in Nimrud camp, south of Mosul, have expressed the desire to stay in the 
camp despite serious concerns regarding the difficulty in removing sludge from hygiene and sanitation 
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facilities, the potential for flooding due to the low water table, and the lack of concrete flooring at the 
tents’ base, which exacerbates the impact of poor weather on IDPs living conditions in the camp. Some 
eight families left Nimrud to Hammam Al-Alil 2 camp but some families have stated that they will wait 
to be registered by MOMD, and to receive winterization assistance and their monthly food distribu-
tions before returning to their areas of origin. UNHCR protection partners continue to share informa-
tion on the available options for those families who are willing to leave the camp, and camp manage-
ment is facilitating transport for go-and-see visits and to alternative camps.
 
Confiscation of property
UNHCR received feedback from authorities in Kirkuk that arrangements are now in place to return 
valuables that Peshmerga forces confiscated from IDPs at Makthab Khalid checkpoint as families were 
fleeing Hawiga. The majority of affected families are currently in camps located in the south of Mosul 
and protection partners are informing families on how they will be able to retrieve their property.

Return movements 
UNHCR continues to monitor returns and assess their safety, voluntariness and sustainability. Despite 
obstacles such as denial of returns by authorities, inter-communal tensions, lack of resources, and 
insecurity, a large number of IDPs are returning to their homes. This week 2,612 individuals returned 
to different districts in Ninewa, the majority to Mosul District from Hasansham, Khazer and Chamakor 
camps. This is almost triple last weeks’ returns which stood at 887 individuals. The impending winter, 
inadequate medical services, and the limited kerosene distributions are factors pushing many families 
to leave the camps. Another ongoing concern remains the authorities’ lack of filing system for identifi-
cation documents (IDs), which creates delays for returnees who have registered to leave and forces 
some to leave without their documents. UNHCR offered to assist authorities in this matter but was 
turned down. Concerns remain regarding those who are forced to return without their civil docu-
ments.

For Nargizlia camp, northeast of Mosul, the closure of Narawan checkpoints on the road to Mosul 
remains the main impediment to return. The last returns from Nargizlia camp to Mosul were a month 
ago. Many families have registered their intention to return to their places of origin, and authorities are 
considering alternative routes such as Khazer checkpoint, east of Mosul. As for camps in the east of 
Mosul, the lack of kerosene is creating hardship for families (the Central Government stopped distrib-
uting kerosene prior to the September Kurdish Independence Referendum). UNHCR continues to 
engage authorities on the kerosene issue and with the camp communities to keep them informed 
about the efforts to find alternative routes to Mosul. Out of the just over 500 families who remain in 
Nargizlia, community leaders have advised that about 300 families intend to remain at the camp due 
to security concerns and lack of shelter in their areas of origin as their homes were destroyed. 

More than 3,400 Iraqi returnees from Al Hol camp in Syria (711 families) arrived to Hammam Al-Alil 
Transit Site this week. The majority were from Baaj, Sinjar, Telafar, Rabea and Zummar and reported 
that challenging living conditions in Syria prompted their return. The returnees reported that govern-
ment officials encouraged them to return and also facilitated their transportation back to Ninewa. 
More families are expected to return in the following weeks. UNHCR continues to raise concern that 
the families are returning to displacement rather than to their homes. The areas of origin of the recent 
returnees remain insecure, due to intermittent clashes while other are still contested between Popular 
Mobilisation Forces, Kurdish and Iraqi Security forces. 


