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SITUATION REPORT No. 5 
 
 
         Country:            GUATEMALA 
         Date:         October 26, 2008  
         Event:                   5 Provinces floods 
 

1) Situation update: 
 
In the  Special Bulletin No. 88, INSIVUME  informs that the remnants of Tropical 
Depression 16 are now southeast of Yucatan and moving quickly to the Gulf of 
Mexico without further impact over national territory. 
 
A new cold front is moving in and gaining relative importance. It is located in the 
southern part of the Gulf of Mexico, causing an increase wind speed from the 
north, as well as presence of clouds with rain in the central plateau and northern 
region in the next 12 to 24 hours. 
 
At the same time a low pressure wave  from the east is coming in, but it is not 
expected to produce significant amounts of rain. 
 
WFP Monitors continue assessing damage and supervising food distribution in 
Petén, Alta Verapaz, Izabal and Quiché. 
 
2) Brief description of on-going emergencies: 
 
There are about 75 communities that lost their crops by flooding. Many access 
ways are still blocked and distributions had to be done with airplanes and boats. 
Many families remain in improvised shelters built with nylon and wood in the 
high places of their livelihoods waiting for the water to return to normal levels, 
situation that may occur in five or more days. 
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 The situation in Petén Province is as follows: 
 
         

 
Source CONRED, 25-10-2008. 
         
The flooded cultivated area in the country is over 4,000 acres of maize, black 
beans, and other crops. Government has declared situation of calamity in 20 
municipalities and has assigned funds to attend the population in need. It is 
expected that the GoG will request international help today or tomorrow. 
 
In our view  the total dimension and impact of these climatic events is slowly 
becoming evident, due to the repetitive nature of these events as some places 
were flooded in June and new areas were flooded in September and are 
showing a multitude of farmers that have lost both crops and that will have to 
wait until next year to have another crop. 
 
WFP coordinates interventions with SESAN and MAGA,  and is also jointly 
making  assessments of food security of the communities affected by flooding. 
The assessment will be done by Monitors of the three institutions and with the 
cooperation of local NGOs present in the affected area. Today WFP continues 
to receive other food requests to help other communities. In many places 
without access by land, boats had to be used to transport WFP food provisions 
by rivers.  
 
3) Response/actions implemented by WFP and its counterparts:  
 
Today WFP is providing the following commodities: 
 

FOOD IN KGS 
Muni Fam Persons Maize Pulbea Oil CSB TOTAL 

Carchá 462 2,586 5,172.00 517.20 258.60 1,293.00 7,240.80 
TOTALS 462 2,586 5,172.00 517.20 258.60 1,293.00 7,240.80 
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NOTE: Transport to Carchá was provided by WFP. 
 

FOOD IN KGS 
Muni Fa

m 
Person

s 
Maize Pulbea Oil CSB TOTAL 

La 
Libertad 

1007 5,597 11,194.00 1,119.40 559.70 2,798.50 15,671.60 

San Benito 50 300 600.00 60.00 30.00 150.00 840.00 
TOTALS 1,0

57 
5,897 11,794.00 1,179.40 589.70 2,948.5

0 
16,511.60 

 
 
 
NOTE: Transport to La Libertad and San Benito, Petén, was provided by the 
MAGA/Vice-Ministry delegation in Petén. 
 
WFP has distributed 68.70 MT to a total of 17,926 persons in improvised 
shelters, but the majority of the affected population moved to improvised camps 
near their homes and will require help. WFP Guatemala has made an  IRA 
request  to be used through  Reg PRRO 10444.0 GTM  to attend people 
affected by the effects of heavy rainfalls of Tropical Depression No.16. The IRA 
amount requested of  US$ 500,000 will cover the needs of assistance to the 
1)Relief component with an estimated 5,000 people living in shelters during 25 
days and 2) Recovery component with some 2,320 families (11,600 people) 
that have been affected by rainfall, during 50 days.   

 
 
The rations detail can be seen in the following table: 

Commodity Ratio
n (gr) 

Relief 
ration  / 
MT 

Recovery 
ration 
(family) / 
MT 

Total MT Price by 
MT US$ 

Total cost 
(FCR) 

Maize 400 50.0 232.0 282.0 433       205,403 
Black beans 40 5.0 23.2 28.2 1454         99,737 
CSB 100 12.5 58.0 70.5 643         85,527 
Vegetable oil 20 2.5 11.6 14.1 2153       109,332 
TOTAL          70.0             325.0    395.0          500,000 

 
Prepared by: Manuel Pinelo 

 
WFP Country Office telephones + (502) 2333-5928 / 2333-6206 / 2367-1045 

Situation room extensions 2170 / 2172 and 2138 
Situation room electronic mail WFPEmergency.Guatemala@wfp.org 

WFP CO address in Guatemala City Edifício Edyma, 4o. nivel, 13 calle 8-44 zona 10 
 


