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Solomon Islands Emergency Assistance Project  

RESETTLEMENT FRAMEWORK 

14 June 2007 

A. Project Background 

1. The Project will rehabilitate infrastructure that was damaged by the 2 April 2007 
earthquake and tsunami in Choiseul and Western provinces, including (i) approximately 35 
kilometers of rural and town roads, along with about 19 bridges and 35 culverts, (ii) about four 
wharves and one jetty, and (iii) the Gizo town water supply and sanitation system. The Project 
will be implemented via a sector approach.  

2. All civil works are expected to be conducted on existing facilities within existing rights of 
way, therefore they will most likely not require land acquisition or involuntary resettlement. 
However it is possible that construction clearing  to original designs and minor realignments  
necessitated by disaster damage could cause resettlement impacts. Therefore, this framework 
provides a screening mechanism, which will identify possible resettlement impacts for each 
rehabilitation activity before the commencement of civil works, and provides guidelines on how 
to address them if they occur. In any case, the number of potentially affected households is 
small and within the category of “insignificant resettlement impacts” under ADB’s policy on 
Involuntary Resettlement (1995).  

3. In the rare event that an activity requires physical or economic displacement, 
Resettlement Plans (RP) will be prepared. This Resettlement Framework (RF) outlines the 
resettlement policy principles, procedures, and institutional arrangements to ensure that if 
resettlement needs are identified, the project Executing Agency (EA) follows the procedures for 
involuntary resettlement in compliance with the Government’s applicable laws and regulations, 
and ADB’s policy on Involuntary Resettlement (1995) and Handbook on Resettlement (1998), 
and the agreed resettlement framework for the Project.    

B. Land Tenure and Management 

4. Traditional land and resource management in Solomon Islands is community based. 
Some 87 per cent of land is under customary resource tenure and all natural resources i.e. 
forests, minerals, reefs, and islets belong to customary land owners.1 The remaining land, 
including that of Gizo town, is considered “alienated” and is subject to registration under the 
Land and Titles Act 1988. The Act covers customary land rights which includes land owned, 
used or occupied by a person or community in accordance with current customary usage. 

5. Access to land and resources is bound in social relationships and expressed as “rights” 
to exploit resources. Small kin-ship based groups living in villages manage their own resources 
and exercise the right to exploit them. The clan or kin group, known as a ‘line’, is made up of 
“primary right holders” - the leaders of the clan or group - who collectively have the authority to 
allocate use rights through the spokesman of the line. The rest of the line holds “secondary” 
rights. Such rights may be inherited or gained through marriage to a primary rights holder.  The 
transfer of rights differ with custom from island to island, some islands (Guadalcanal, Central 
and Western provinces) typically practice matrilineal inheritance and the remaining provinces 
                                                 
1  Exemptions being the lands of the federal capital area (Honiara) and provincial headquarters. 



practice patrilineal inheritance.2 

6. Acquisition of customary land is usually only undertaken for non-public works such as 
gold mines, oil palm plantations, or hotels. For public works requiring location on customary 
land, MID, Solomon Islands Electricity Authority, and Solomon Islands Water Authority (SIWA) 
typically consult with the members of a line and any other person who claims an interest in the 
land. For public works the land is not acquired as such, it is gifted or contributed following an 
extensive period of consultation and agreement through signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU). The MOU waives the customary interest in the land in lieu of the public 
infrastructure (wharves, roads, schools, clinics and other public utilities). 

7. A recent exception is the land set aside for the Koguli Reservoir in Honiara, which has 
been leased by SIWA from the customary land owners. Other exceptions are projects funded 
through international aid assistance where the donor agency has insisted on registration of the 
land, which in effect alienates the land from customary ownership and must go through both a 
customary process for identifying those with an interest in the land as well as the process 
established in the Land and Titles Act. This process involves: 

• Commissioner of Lands or Provincial Secretary appointing an Acquisition Officer; 

• The Acquisition Officer, who has the power of a Magistrate, after a series of 
meetings and hearings, identifies a group of trustees (of between two and five 
people) who will represent the line in the acquisition process; 

• A notice is published specifying the date of the next hearing and listing the people 
initially identified as trustees; 

• Following the hearing, a second notice is published and posted in public places 
nominating the trustees. The notification process is three months during which time 
appeals as to the nomination of trustees can be made; 

• If there is an appeal, adjudication can be a two step process (as described in Item C. 
below); 

• If there are no appeals as to the trustees, the area is surveyed and a Land Officer 
prepares a valuation report and certificate. Discussions are held with the trustees 
about whether the transaction will be through lease arrangements or complete 
acquisition, as well as initial discussions about the price; 

• Final negotiations are held with the trustees based on the valuation report and their 
own determination of the price for the land; 

• According to the Act, agreement to the compensation award must be obtained from 
the “majority” of persons with an interest in the land; and 

• Following agreement on the price the payment is made, a one-off payment (known 
as the premium) for acquired land or a premium plus rent for leased land.  The Lands 
and Titles Act specified the term of a lease as 33 years unless an alternative 
agreement is reached. 

• Acquisition of alienated land follows the procedure for acquiring alienated or 
registered land established in the Land and Titles Act. The process is more straight-
forward than that of dealing with customary land. This process is essentially a 

                                                 
2  A small area on Guadalcanal – Marau – practices patrilineal inheritance due to influence of customs of Malaita 

through Malaitans which have relocated to Guadalcanal. 



transaction between the Commissioner of Lands, through an Acquisition Officer and 
Valuation Officer and the land-owner. 

 

 

C. Resolving Disputes over Land Ownership 

8. Any disputes arising over alienated land, usually in relation to compensation as 
ownership is clear, are referred to the Magistrates Court and follow the procedure set out in the 
Land and Titles Act and civil code. 

9. For disputes over customary land, there is a two-step process; (i) the civil procedure 
through the Magistrates Court, and (ii) the customary procedure. 

10. The hearing in the Magistrates Court will determine whether the case can be dealt with 
through civil proceedings or whether the case is better handled through the customary process. 

11. The customary process starts with Chief Hearings, proceeds to the Local Court if not 
settled, and if still not resolved after is presented as a case before the Customary Land Appeal 
Court (CLAC), which usually settles the case.  In the event that the appellant is not satisfied with 
the ruling of the CLAC, appeals may be brought before the High Court but only on points of law 
rather than disputes about ownership.  In some cases the CLAC will refer the case back to the 
Chief Hearings where the CLAC is of the view that the Chiefs can adequately determine 
genealogy and therefore ownership of, or interest in, the land under dispute. 

D. Policy Framework and Entitlements 

12. As noted above the current legislation governing land acquisition for public or 
development purposes is the Land and Titles Act. Sections 71 through 85 of the Act deal with 
land acquisition for public purposes and sections 184 through 190 set out the requirements for 
public rights-of-way. 

13. The legislation does not cover project-affected people without titles or ownership 
records, such as informal settlers/squatters (non-titled APs), while they are covered under 
ADB’s policy.   

14. The Act provides for compensation to be paid (i) in the form of rental for any land used 
or occupied on a temporary basis or (ii) for permanent acquisition of the land.  Compensation is 
assessed on such things as the condition of the land, use of the land and impact on the value of 
contiguous land, and while the Act includes a provision for interest to be paid it is not free of 
taxes or other deductions and does not necessarily constitute market or replacement value, as 
required under ADB’s policy.  

15. Furthermore, the legislation does not take account of the social and economic 
consequence in terms of restoration of livelihoods and incomes. Thus, owing to the absence of 
a policy consistent with ADB’s Policy on Involuntary Resettlement and poverty reduction, the 
provisions in this project-specific RF will be adopted. The RF and resettlement procedural 
guideline stipulations contained in this document will apply to all subprojects to be prepared and 
approved under the Project. 

16. The RF reflects the Government’s land acquisition laws/regulations and ADB’s policy on 
involuntary resettlement and guidelines. It stipulates eligibility and provisions for compensating 
all types of losses (land, crops/trees, structures, business/employment, workdays/wages and 
access to assets). All affected people (APs) and households, including non-titled or informal 



dwellers, will be compensated for lost assets (crops, structures, trees,   ) and will receive (i) 
compensation at replacement value in cash or kind , and (ii) other resettlement assistance such 
as shifting allowance, assistance to rebuild structures and compensation for loss of 
workdays/income due to dislocation. Lost livelihoods and incomes will be replaced by new 
incomes sources and livelihoods, which ensure that the living conditions of the affected people 
are equal or higher the pre-project levels. Titled APs will receive compensation for land acquired 
by the project at replacement cost, this will be in cash at replacement value or land-for-land (of 
equal size and/or productive value and be satisfactory to the AP). Non-titled APs are not eligible 
for compensation for land but will receive compensation for assets attached to land and other 
assistance as required (especially in the case of poor or vulnerable APs) and will be assisted to 
have a legal and affordable access to land (through leasing agreements etc.). Households 
headed by women and other vulnerable households such as those with handicapped and 
elderly people will be eligible for further assistance to fully mitigate project impacts. Table 1 
below presents the project’s entitlement matrix, based on potential losses. 

Table 1 - Entitlement Matrix 
Type of Loss Application Definition of 

People Affected 
Entitlement Expected 

Results 

Loss of land  Land on the project 
right-of-way to be 
acquired  

Legal owner(s) of 
land, customary land 

Cash compensation under 
law with additional grants to 
meet the replacement value 

Compensation of 
the value of the 
land to the people 
affected 

Loss of access to 
land 

Agricultural and 
commercial plots on 
the project right-of- 
way 

Legal tenants of land 
(renters, 
leaseholders, 
sharecroppers)  

Cash grant for portion of 
land sharecropped 
according to sharecropping 
agreement;  
Cash grant for portion of 
land rented according to 
rental agreement; 
Assistance in locating other 
suitable land for cultivation 
and assistance in gaining 
title to that land 
 

Livelihood 
restoration 

Loss of access to 
land 

Agricultural and 
commercial plots on 
the project right-of- 
way 

Non-titled land users 
(informal and 
squatters)  

Assistance in locating other 
suitable land for cultivation 
and assistance in gaining 
title to that land 

Livelihood 
restoration 

 

Loss of trees, crops, 
perennials 

Standing crops, 
trees on the right-of-
way 

Legal owner(s) of 
land and owners of 
crops or trees 
(whether having 
legal or customary 
title to land or not) 

Compensation at scheduled 
rate by the Forest Division 
for timber trees and the 
Department of Agriculture 
for crops with additional 
grants to  enable them to 
buy trees, etc. of equal or 
higher quality 

Compensation for 
standing crops 
and trees to 
ensure income 
restoration 

Partial or total 
removal of structure 
(house or 
commercial 
structure) 

Structures 
(residential or 
commercial) in right-
of-way 

All APs (whether 
having legal title to 
land or not) 

Compensation for affected 
structures at replacement 
value without deductions for 
salvaged materials; and 
assistance in locating 
suitable alternative housing 
or commercial building; 
Shifting allowance for 
relocating household or 
business goods and support 

Restoration of 
dwelling and/or 
commercial 
structure 



Type of Loss Application Definition of 
People Affected 

Entitlement Expected 
Results 

while re-establishes 
Affected vulnerable 
households 

Vulnerable 
households on the 
right-of-way (both 
titled and non-titled) 

Vulnerable 
households 
identified by social 
assessment 
(households headed 
by women, elderly, 
disabled, poor 
households) and 
severe affected 
households (losing 
10% or more of their 
productive land or 
agriculture income) 

Additional cash grant to 
head of affected households 
 
Employment in the project 
construction work, if 
available 

Livelihood 
restoration  and 
poverty reduction 
measures and 
development 

Displacement of 
community structure 

Community structure 
on the project right-
of-way, if removed 
for project interest 

Community 
representatives as 
identified by the 
social impact 
assessment 

Replacement as agreed with 
community or cash 
compensation under law 
with additional grants as 
required to meet 
replacement value without 
deductions for any materials 
salvaged 

Assistance with dismantling 
and reconstructing structure 
or property 

Restoration of 
community 
structure 

for common 
benefits 

Unforeseen or 
unintended impacts 

Any impact identified 
at the final design 
stage 

Concerned affected 
people 

Determined as per the spirit 
of this resettlement 
framework 

No impact is left 
unmitigated. 

E. Screening of subprojects 

17. Subproject screening is used to identify the types and nature of potential impacts 
related to the activities proposed under the Project, and to provide adequate measures to 
address these impacts which ensure that potential APs are: 

• Informed about their options and rights pertaining to resettlement; 

• Included in the consultation process and given the opportunity to participate in the 
selection of technically and economically feasible alternatives; and 

• Provided with prompt and effective compensation at full replacement cost for losses 
of land, assets and access to assets and livelihoods attributable to the subproject(s). 

18. On the basis of the screening, the EA proposes which of the following option should be 
put in place: 

• an option assessment of alternative subproject designs in view to avoid and/or 
reduce displacement risks; 

• the elaboration of an RP to address all resettlement risks (see draft terms of 
reference in Annex C); 

• For projects not anticipated to result in displacement, and where loss of assets are 
anticipated to be negligible, then this information shall also be indicated in the 
subproject application form along with a request to waive the requirement for a RP.  



19. The screening process is described in annex A. It is based on the screening checklist 
(Annex B), which will be completed by the PMCBU. The screening form will be approved by 
ADB, which will advise whether an additional assessment should be done to avoid or reduce the 
physical or economic displacement or whether the argument of the subproject proposal provides 
sufficient evidence for the decision proposed and confirm the best course of action. 

F. Procedure for Resettlement Plan Preparation 

20. If the screening identifies possible resettlement impacts, a Resettlement Plan (RP) will 
be prepared in accordance with ADB’s Policy on Involuntary Resettlement (1995) and the 
Handbook on Resettlement (1998) and in close collaboration with those affected. The RP must 
comply with ADB’s policy on involuntary resettlement and other social safeguard policies (such 
as its policy on indigenous peoples) and establish a safety net mechanism and assist in the 
identification of appropriate livelihood restoration measures. Detailed terms of reference (based 
on the draft in Annex C), approved by ADB, will be given to the consultants to ensure that RPs 
meet ADB’s policy requirements. RPs will be reviewed by the EA and submitted to ADB for 
review and approval. 

21. If impacts on indigenous people are identified, and these impacts are likely to be 
significant, then either a specific action will need to be included in the RP or a stand-alone 
indigenous peoples development plan (IPDP) must be prepared according to ADB’s Policy on 
Indigenous Peoples (1998).  In the event that an IPDP is required detailed TOR, approved by 
ADB, will be given to the consultants to ensure that the IPDP meets ADB’s policy requirements. 
The IPDP will be reviewed by the EA and submitted to ADB for review and approval. 

22. For subprojects, the EAs will carry out social impact assessment surveys (census and 
20% socioeconomic survey of those affected), based on preliminary technical designs. An 
inventory of losses (IOL) will be completed for all APs losing land or assets to the Project.  The 
RP will also include measures to ensure that socioeconomic conditions, needs, and priorities of 
women are identified, and to ensure that land acquisition and resettlement does not 
disadvantage women. Consultants preparing the RPs must be familiar with ADB’s requirements 
and have a track record of preparing satisfactory RPs. 

23. The RP will include a budget for RP implementation identifying where the funds will 
come from and an implementation schedule linked with the civil works. Construction civil works 
will not commence until compensation has been paid to APs (see paragraph 24 below). 
Compensation will be determined based on published rates from relevant government agencies 
(as set out in Item G) with additional grants as required to ensure compensation at replacement 
value  and livelihood restoration. 

G. Institutional Responsibilities 

24. The Ministry of Infrastructure Development, as EA of the Project, will implement any 
required land acquisition and resettlement program with the assistance of the Project 
Management and Capacity Building Unit (PMCBU) for the Project. The EA will undertake a land 
acquisition survey, census, and the IOL survey, and prepare the RP and proposals for land 
acquisition with the help of a qualified social scientist. During the process, the EA will ensure 
that entitlements and mitigation measures are established in the RP consistent with this RF; and 
suitable budgetary provisions are made for timely RP implementation. The EA will also ensure 
that the RP is submitted to ADB for approval, and that funds for entitlements under the RP are 
fully provided by the Government to people affected prior to the award of the civil work contract 
and before acquiring any land, changing land use patterns or restricting people’s access to 
common land for the purposes of the Project. 



25. Depending on the nature of assets to be acquired other government agencies will be 
involved in establishing compensation rates.  Based on scheduled rates the replacement value 
will be determined in consultation and negotiation especially in respect of assets on customary 
land. 

26. For removal of crops and trees, compensation will be based on the published schedules 
of Ministry of Agriculture (Agricultural Extension Division) for root crops and tree crops and 
Ministry of Forests, Environment and Conservation (Forestry Division—Commercial Section) for 
plantation trees and wood/timber trees. The rates for root crops are based on value of product 
per m2 and tree crops are valued according to age, size and productivity of individual trees.  The 
crop rate schedule has recently been updated but has not been gazetted as yet. The rates for 
timber or wood trees are based on size and grade (quality) of logs per m3. The August 2006 
schedule was updated in April 2007. 

27. Structures (houses and commercial structures) are valued through the Ministry of 
Lands, Housing and Survey (Housing Division). Government or state buildings are valued 
according to condition and vary from $700/m2 for poor condition buildings to $2,800/m2 for good 
condition buildings. Private buildings are valued at replacement rate plus relocation expenses. 

28. Land is also valued through Ministry of Lands, Housing and Survey (Commissioner of 
Lands).  A valuation report is prepared based on the size and condition of land and closest 
comparable values that are obtainable. This can be difficult in respect of customary land or land 
located on remote islands as there is little exchange of land and often the closest value land can 
be “rated” land which is urban or township land.  The negotiation process to arrive at an agreed 
price for customary land can be lengthy. Alienated land is easier to value because it is has been 
registered and effectively exists within a functioning real estate market. 

29. All scheduled rates should be verified through a market appraisal undertaken by 
PMCBU which will undertake a brief survey of market rates and comparison with the scheduled 
rates. Additional grants may be needed to “top-up” the rates of some assets where the 
published rates do not reflect market or replacement value. 

H. Consultation, Information Disclosure, and Grievance Redress 

30. The RPs will be prepared and implemented in close consultation with affected persons 
and communities. The PMCBU will consult affected households, leaders, and representatives of 
community associations to ascertain their needs and concerns about land acquisition and 
resettlement. The PMCBU will inform affected people of their entitlements through public 
consultations.  A resettlement booklet containing the entitlement matrix, measurement of losses, 
detailed asset valuations, grievance procedures, timing of payments and displacement 
schedules will be distributed to the affected people and read in pigin or any other local language 
to those, who have problems to read English, while the RPs will be made available for further 
reference in public places in the vicinity of the Project. The EA will ensure the participation of 
APs in the implementation of the RP, and consultation will be detailed in the RP.  

31. The PMCBU will establish an independent grievance redress mechanism to receive and 
address concerns that are raised by affected persons and provide for recourses to resolve 
disputes in an impartial manner. Through public consultations, those affected will be informed 
that they have a right to grievance resolution and where they can voice them. Other than 
disputes relating to land ownership rights under the appropriate court of law, grievance 
procedures will address all resettlement benefits, relocation, and other assistance. It will be 
important the grievance redress mechanism reflects the existing process for resolving land 
disputes, especially in respect of customary land. Beside this grievance redress mechanism 



directly related to the project, people who are directly, materially and adversely affected by ADB 
operations during formulation, processing, or implementation can also file a complaint under 
ADB’s Accountability Mechanism. According to ADB’s Communication Policy the approved RP 
will be uploaded to ADB’s website and disclosed to the affected people.   

I. Monitoring and Evaluation 

32. The RP will contain a monitoring framework and the EA will establish a monitoring 
system within the PMCBU to monitor reconstruction and livelihood restoration of all affected 
persons on a quarterly basis. The PMCBU will monitor the progress of all aspects of 
resettlement and land acquisition, if any. It will particularly monitor the delivery of resettlement 
entitlements to displaced and affected households. The PMCBU will involve leaders and 
representatives of community associations to monitor the programs. The PMCBU will submit a 
quarterly review on resettlement and land acquisition through EA to ADB for review. ADB review 
missions will specifically check the progress of resettlement and land acquisition programs. 
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Refer to Form 1: 
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4. Resettlement Plan 

ADB: APPROVE, 
Identify monitoring 

requirements 

ADB: 
REJECT 

REQUEST AMENDMENT AND REAPPLICATION 

Refer to Form 1: 
Screening Checklist, 
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Annex A: Decision Tree for Sub-project Preparation and Approval 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annex B: Subproject Screening Form (to be filled by a social scientist) 
 

A. Project Title                                                      Project No. XXXXX-XX 

 

Subproject Title:  ___________________________________  Date: _____________ 

 

Short Subproject Description: 

 

 

Location and impact area: 

 

 

 
Probable Involuntary Resettlement Effects* Yes No Not Known Possible Remarks 

Will  the project include any physical construction work?       
Does the project include upgrading or rehabilitation of existing
physical facilities? 

     

Are any project effects likely lead to loss of housing, other assets,
resource use or incomes/livelihoods?  

     

Is land acquisition likely to be necessary?      
Is the site for land acquisition known?      
Is the ownership status and current usage of the land known?      
Will easements be utilized within an existing Right of Way?      
Are there any non-titled people who live or earn their livelihood at the
site or within the Right of Way? 

     

Will there be loss of housing?       
Will there be loss of agricultural plots?       
Will there be losses of crops, trees, and fixed assets?      
Will there be loss of businesses or enterprises?      
Will there be loss of incomes and livelihoods?      
Will people lose access to facilities, services, or natural resources?      
Will any social or economic activities be affected by land use-related
changes? 

      



 
If involuntary resettlement impacts are expected:       
 Are local laws and regulations compatible with ADB’s Involuntary

Resettlement policy? 
     

 Will coordination between government agencies be required to deal
with land acquisition? 

     

 Are there sufficient skilled staff in the Executing Agency for
resettlement planning and implementation? 

     

 Are training and capacity-building interventions required prior to
resettlement planning and implementation? 

      

*Whenever possible, consider also any future subprojects or investments. 
 

Information on Affected Persons: 
Any estimate of the likely number of households that will be affected by the Project?  
[  ] No [  ] Yes If yes, approximately how many? ______ 
Are any of them poor, female-heads of households, or vulnerable to poverty risks?  
[  ] No [  ] Yes If yes, please briefly describe their situation ______________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
   Are any APs from indigenous or ethnic minority groups? If yes, please explain? ____________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
     

 
Proposed by:                 

 
 
___________________     ___________    _______________________  ___________    

PMCBU Director                Date       Social Dev’t Specialist             Date  

      

 

Checked by:     Endorsed by: 

 

 

___________________     ___________    _______________________  ___________    

ADB Social Dev’t                 Date            Mission Leader           Date 

Safeguard Specialist                     
 



Annex C: Draft Terms of Reference for Elaboration of Resettlement 
Plan 
 

The scope and level of detail of the resettlement plan vary with magnitude and complexity of 
resettlement.  The plan is based on up-to—date and reliable information about ( a) the proposed 
resettlement and its impacts on displaced persons and other adversely affected groups, and (b)  
the legal issues involved in resettlement. The resettlement plan covers elements, as relevant. 
When any element is not relevant to project circumstances, it should be noted in the 
resettlement plan. 

Description of the sub project: General description of the sub project and identification of sub project 
area. 

Potential Impacts: Identification of (a) the sub project component or activities that give rise to 
resettlement, (b) the zone of impact of such component or activities, (c) the alternatives 
considered to avoid or minimize resettlement; and (d) the mechanisms established to minimize 
resettlement, to the extent possible, during project implementation. 

Objectives: The main objectives of the resettlement program. 

Socio-economic studies: The findings of socio-economic studies to be conducted in the early 
stages of project preparation and with the involvement of potentially displaced people, including; 

(a) the results of a census survey covering; 

current occupants of the affected area to establish a basis for design of the resettlement 
program and to exclude subsequent inflows of people from eligibility for compensation and 
resettlement assistance.  

standard characteristics of displaced households, including a description of production systems, 
labor, and household organization; and baseline information on livelihoods ( including, as 
relevant, production levels and income derived from both formal and informal economic 
activities) and standards of living ( including health status) of the displaced population 

the magnitude of the expected loss, total or partial, of assets, and the extent of displacement, 
physical or economic 

information on vulnerable groups or persons, for whom special provisions may have to be 
made; and 

provisions to update information on the displaced people’s livelihoods and standards of living at 
regular intervals so that the latest information is available at the time of their displacement. 

(b) Other studies describing the following; 

land tenure and transfer systems, including an inventory of common property natural resources 
from which people derive their livelihoods and sustenance, non-title-based usufruct systems ( 
including fishing, grazing, or use of forest areas) governed by local recognized land allocation 
mechanisms, and any issues raised by different tenure systems in the sub project area. 

The patterns of social interaction in the affected communities, including social support systems, 
and how they will be affected by the sub project 

Public infrastructure and social services that will be affected; and 

Social and cultural characteristics of displaced communities, including a description of formal 
and informal institutions ( e.g. community organizations, ritual groups, non governmental 



organizations (NGO’s) that may be relevant to the consultation strategy and to designing and 
implementing the resettlement activities. 

Legal Framework: The findings of an analysis of the legal framework, covering, 

(a) the scope of the power of eminent domain and the nature of compensation associated 
with it, in terms of both the valuation methodology and the timing of payment, 

(b)  the applicable legal and administrative procedures, including a description of the 
remedies available to displaced persons in the judicial process and the normal timeframe for 
such procedures, and any available alternative dispute resolution mechanisms that may be 
relevant to resettlement under the sub project, 

(c)  relevant law ( including customary and traditional law) governing land tenure, valuation 
of assets and losses, compensation, and natural resource usage rights, customary personal law 
related to displacement, and environmental laws and social welfare legislation, 

(d) laws and regulations relating to the agencies responsible for implementing resettlement 
activities, 

(e) gaps, if any, between local laws covering eminent domain and resettlement and the 
Bank’s resettlement policy, and the mechanisms to bridge such gaps, and, 

(f)  any legal steps necessary to ensure the effective implementation of resettlement 
activities under the project, including, as appropriate, a process for recognizing claims to legal 
rights to land, including claims that derive from customary and traditional usage . 

Institutional Framework: The findings of any analysis of the institutional framework covering; 

(a)  the identification of agencies responsible for resettlement activities and NGOs that may 
have a role in project implementation; 

(b)  an assessment of the institutional capacity of such agencies and NGOs; and 

(c)  any steps that are proposed to enhance the institutional capacity of agencies and NGOs 
responsible for resettlement implementation. 

Eligibility : Definition of displaced persons and criteria for determining their eligibility for 
compensation and other resettlement assistance, including relevant cut-off dates. 

Valuation of and compensation for losses: The methodology to be used in valuing losses to 
determine their replacement cost; and a description of the proposed types and levels of 
compensation under local law and such supplementary measures as are necessary to achieve 
replacement cost for lost assets. 

Resettlement Measures: A description of the packages of compensation and other resettlement 
measures that will assist each category of eligible displaced persons to achieve the objectives 
of OP 4.12. In addition to being technically and economically feasible, the resettlement 
packages should be compatible with the cultural preferences of the displaced persons, and 
prepared in consultation with them. 

Site selection, site preparation, and relocation: Alternative relocation sites considered and 
explanation of those selected, covering, 

(a)  institutional and technical arrangements for identifying and preparing relocation sites, 
whether rural or urban, for which a combination of productive potential, locational advantages, 
and other factors is at least comparable to the advantages of the old sites, with an estimate of 
the time needed to acquire and transfer land and ancillary resources, 



(b)  any measures necessary to prevent land speculation or influx of eligible persons at the 
selected sites, 

(c)  procedure for physical relocation under the project, including timetables for site 
preparation and transfer; and 

(d) legal arrangements for regularizing tenure and transferring titles to resettlers. 

Housing, infrastructure, and social services: Plans to provide ( or to finance resettler’s provision 
of) housing, infrastructure ( e.g. water supply, feeder roads), and social services to host 
populations; any necessary site development, engineering, and architectural designs for these 
facilities. 

Environmental protection and management. A description of the boundaries of the relocation 
area; and an assessment of the environmental impacts of the proposed resettlement and 
measures to mitigate and manage these impacts ( coordinated as appropriate with the 
environmental assessment of the main investment requiring the resettlement). 

Community Participation: a description of the strategy for consultation with and participation of 
resettlers and host communities, including 

(a) a description of the strategy for consultation with and participation of resettlers and hosts 
in the design and implementation of resettlement activities, 

(b)  a summary of the views expressed an how these views were taken into account in 
preparing the resettlement plan, 

(c)  a review of the resettlement alternatives presented and the choices made by displaced 
persons regarding options available to them, including choices related to forms of compensation 
and resettlement assistance, to relocating as individual families or as parts of pre-existing 
communities or kinship groups, to sustaining existing patterns of group organization, and to 
retaining access to cultural property ( e.g. places of worship, pilgrimage centers, cemeteries); 
and 

(d) institutionalized arrangements by arrangements by which displaced people can 
communicate their concerns to project authorities throughout planning and implementation, and 
measures to ensure that such vulnerable groups as indigenous people, ethnic minorities, 
landless, and women are adequately represented. 

Integration with host populations: Measures to mitigate the impact of resettlement on any host 
communities, including, 

(a)  consultations with host communities and local governments, 

(b)  arrangements for prompt tendering of any payment due the hosts for land or other 
assets provided to resetters, 

(c)  arrangements for addressing any conflict that may arise between resettlers and host 
communities, and 

(d)  any measures necessary to augment services ( e.g. education, water, health, and 
production services) in host communities to make them at least comparable to services 
available to resettlers. 

Grievance procedures: Affordable and accessible procedures for third-party settlement of 
disputes arising from resettlement, such grievance mechanisms should take into account the 
availability of judicial recourse and community and traditional dispute settlement mechanisms. 

 



Organizational responsibilities: The organizational framework for implementing resettlement, 
including identification of agencies responsible for delivery or resettlement measures and 
provision of services; arrangements to ensure appropriate coordination between agencies and 
jurisdictions involved in implementation; and any measures (including technical assistance) 
needed to strengthen the implementing agencies capacity to design and carry out resettlement 
activities; provisions for the transfer to local authorities or resettlers themselves of responsibility 
for managing facilities and services provided under the project and for transferring other such 
responsibilities from the resettlement implementing agencies, when appropriate. 

Implementation Schedule: An implementation schedule covering all resettlement activities from 
preparation through implementation, including target dates for the achievement of expected 
benefits to resettlers and hosts and terminating the various forms of assistance. The schedule 
should indicate how the resettlement activities are linked to the implementation of the overall 
project. 

Costs and budget: Tables showing itemized cost estimates for all resettlement activities, 
including allowances for inflation, population growth, and other contingencies; timetable for 
expenditures; sources of funds; and arrangements for timely flow of funds, and funding for 
resettlement, if any, in areas outside the jurisdiction of the implementing agencies. 

Monitoring and evaluation: Arrangements for monitoring of resettlement activities by the 
implementing agency, supplemented by independent monitors as considered appropriate by the 
Bank, to ensure complete and objective information; performance monitoring indicators to 
measure inputs, outputs, and outcomes for resettlement activities; involvement of the displaced 
persons in the monitoring process; evaluation of the impact of resettlement for a reasonable 
period after all resettlement and related development activities have been completed; using the 
results of resettlement monitoring to guide subsequent implementation. 
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