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Focused COVID-19 Media Monitoring Nepal1 

                                             -Sharpening the COVID-19 Response through Communications Intelligence 

 
      Date: August 30, 2021 
      Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

EMERGING THEME(S) 

 

• Nepal reported 1,214 new COVID-19 cases, 24 deaths on August 29; 66 have died of COVID-19 in Gandaki Province in 
the last 10 days; 20 districts including Kathmandu Valley in COVID-19 risk red zone; upto 90 per cent antibodies have 
formed in people who’ve taken both doses of COVID-19 vaccine, 80 per cent in those who’ve taken one dose  

• Nepal trying to bring Pfizer vaccine but is facing problem of storage as vaccine needs to be stored below minus-70 
degrees Celsius for which Nepal does not have the facility as of now  

• Nepal will wait for WHO directives before taking any decision on the booster dose of COVID-19 vaccines  

• Health Ministry has started preparations to create a national strategic reserve of human resources, medical gears and 
oxygen to face a possible third COVID-19 wave; health experts say preparations should not be limited to hoarding 
medicines and equipment  

• US intelligence still divided over the origins of coronavirus that causes COVID-19  

• 2 die in Japan after receiving second dose from tainted batch of Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine; on August 26 Japan 
suspended use of about 1.63 million doses of Moderna vaccine after contamination found in unused vials believed to be 
metallic particles  

• Royal Bengal Tiger of Bardiya National Park at risk of COVID-19 infection 
 
 

 

 
1 This intelligence is tracked through manually monitoring national print, digital and online media through a representative sample selection,  
and consultations with media persons and media influencers. 
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ISSUE(S) IN FOCUS 

Nepal's coronavirus caseload reached 759,222 on August 29 with 1,214 more people testing positive for the infection, a slight 
decrease from the numbers recorded in the past two days; the countrywide COVID-19 mortality toll increased to 10,714 with 24 
more fatalities. Nepal's COVID-19 recovery rate stands at 93.9 per cent, the fatality rate at 1.5 per cent, while the active 
COVID-19 case count currently is 35,796. 2  

A total of 66 people have lost their lives to the COVID-19 pandemic in the last 10 days in Gandaki Province. The number of 
infected people has also increased. Doctors claim the relaxed prohibitory orders has led to an increase in crowds and not 
following public health safety protocols as responsible for the increased infection and death rates. 3 

A total of 20 districts of the country including Kathmandu Valley are in the red zone of COVID-19 infection. These districts have 
more than 500 active cases of COVID-19. 4 

The antibodies have developed up to 90 per cent in the people who have taken the COVID-19 vaccine in Nepal. According to a 
seroprevalence survey conducted by the Ministry of Health and Population, it was found that up to 90 per cent antibodies had 
developed in those who had taken both doses of the vaccine, and up to 80 per cent in those who had taken one dose. 5 

The Family Welfare Division has said Nepal is trying to bring the Pfizer vaccine for those above the age of 12, but there is a 
problem regarding the storage of the vaccine. The United States is set to give 100,000 doses of Pfizer vaccine to Nepal via 
COVAX by October. Likewise, an agreement has been made for the procurement of an additional 4,000,000 doses of the 
vaccine by December. As the Pfizer vaccine has to be stored below minus-70 degree Celsius, the vaccine can be brought only 
after making the appropriate storage facility. 6 

 
2 THT Online 
3 Nagarik 
4 Baarhakhari 
5 Baarhakhari 
6 Nagarik 
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Nepal will take a decision on the booster dose of the COVID-19 vaccine only after the directives of the World Health 

Organization (WHO) are revealed. According to Dr Shyam Raj Upreti, Advisor of the Vaccine Committee, Nepal will decide on 

it after the WHO gives its opinion on whether the booster dose is needed or not. 7 

Poland will give third doses of COVID-19 vaccine to people with weak immune systems, the health minister said on August 27, 

as the European Union’s biggest eastern member braces for a fourth wave that is already hitting its western neighbors. 8 

People with a weakened immune system will be given the mRNA vaccine as booster dose as there is the risk of a third wave of 

COVD-19 infection, as per the Food and Drug Administration, and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention of the US. 9 

In May, at a meeting of the National Immunization Advisory Committee, Dr GD Thakur, former director at the Epidemiology and 

Disease Control Division, stressed the need for creating a national strategic reserve to deal with the possible COVID-19 third 

wave, which experts say could be far more devastating than the previous two waves. The Ministry of Health and Population 

has said that it has taken experts’ suggestions into account and started preparations to create a national strategic reserve of 

human resources, medical gears and oxygen, among other things. A committee has been formed under the Department of 

Health Services to recommend the amount of critical care medicines, medical gears including PPE, masks, gloves, face 

shields and shoe covers the government need to stock up on.  Public health experts said that preparations should not be 

limited to only hoarding medicines and equipment. 10 

The US intelligence agencies remain divided on the origins of the coronavirus but believe China’s leaders did not know about 

the virus before the start of the global pandemic, according to results of a review ordered by President Joe Biden. According to 

an unclassified summary, four members of the US intelligence community say with low confidence that the virus was initially 

transmitted from an animal to human. A fifth intelligence agency believes with moderate confidence that the first human 

 
7 Nagarik 
8 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
9 Nayapatrika 
10 The Kathmandu Post 
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infection was linked to a lab. Analysts do not believe the virus was developed as a bio-weapon and most agencies believe the 

virus was not genetically engineered. 11 

Two people died after receiving Moderna Inc COVID-19 vaccine shots that were among lots later suspended following the 

discovery of contaminants, Japan’s health ministry said on August 28. The men in their 30s died this month within days of 

receiving their second Moderna doses, the ministry said in a release. Each had a shot from one of three manufacturing lots 

suspended on August 26. The causes of death are being investigated. 12 

A contaminant found in a batch of Moderna Inc’s COVID-19 vaccines delivered to Japan is believed to be a metallic particle, 

Japanese public broadcaster NHK reported citing sources at the health minister. Japan on August 26 suspended the use of 

1.63 million doses shipped to 863 vaccination centers nationwide, more than a week after domestic distributor Takeda 

Pharmaceutical received reports of contaminants in some vials. NHK cited ministry sources as saying the particle reacted to 

magnets and was therefore suspected to be a metal. 13 

Japan suspended use of about 1.63 million doses of Moderna vaccine on August 26 after contamination was found in unused 

vials, raising concern of a supply shortage as the country tries to accelerate vaccinations amid a COVID-19 surge. The health 

ministry said contamination was reported from multiple vaccination sites. Some doses might have been administered, but no 

adverse health effects have been reported so far, officials said. 14 

The Royal Bengal Tiger of the Bardiya National Park is at risk of COVID-19 infection, according to the National Trust for Nature 

Conservation. According to Dr Rabin Kadariya, Chief of the Conservation Office in Bardiya, COVID-19 infection has been 

confirmed in the wildlife of India and the same wildlife visit the Bardiya National Park, so there is a challenge in the 

conservation of the tiger population. 15 

 
11 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
12 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
13 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
14 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
15 Annapurna Post 
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OTHER(S) 

National News 

The Auditor General has raised questions on the distribution of food worth Rs 61,900,000 as relief to laborers during the 
lockdown by the Kathmandu Metropolitan City. It has said there is no evidence of the relief reaching the target group. 16 

The Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba-led government made some controversial changes in the positions in the health 
sector amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. A State Minister was appointed keeping the post of the Minister of Health and 
Population empty at the time the nation had to bring as many vaccine doses against the COVID-19 as possible in a short 
period of time. Likewise, even those civil servants playing important roles in the management of vaccines were either 
transferred or replaced. 17 

Devotees will not be allowed to worship at the Krishna Mandir of Patan on August 30 on the occasion of Krishna Astami. 

According to the temple's priest, devotees won’t be allowed to enter the temple due to the risk of the spread of  

COVID-19 infection. 18 

The Department of Transport has published a protocol for conducting driving license tests on its website. Owing to the COVID-

19 pandemic, the department has not issued new driving licenses since March last year. “We have written to all the transport 

offices to resume the driving license exams by following the health and safety protocols,” said Loknath Bhusan, Spokesperson. 

“Exams will likely resume from the first week of September.” The Department has been waiting for a nod from the COVID-19 

Crisis Management Center to resume the driving license exams. 19 

 
16 Nayapatrika 
17 Baarhakhari 
18 Setopati 
19 The Kathmandu Post 
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The driving license exams that had been halted with the imposition of the prohibitory orders in the country, will resume in the 

Bagmati Province from September 5. 20 

Entrepreneurs of Mechinagar and other places in Province 1 have sought easing of the eastern entry point of Kakarbhitta. 

Demanding that Indian traders, tourists, workers and the sick people be allowed to enter the country on the basis of PCR 

report or vaccination card, businessmen and industrialists led by Mechi Chamber of Commerce and Industry Chairperson 

Rishiraj Timsina and FNCCI Province 1 Chairperson Tikaraj Dhakal submitted a memorandum to Prime Minister Sher Bahadur 

Deuba. The statement has noted the devastating impact of COVID-19 and the lockdown imposed to stop its spread on the 

economic sector of the region and the country and stressed the need to return daily and business to normalcy. 21 

Private schools in Siraha have started conducting classes physically from August 26. Private & Boarding School Organization 

Nepal Chairman Lal Babu Raya, and Nepal Private and Boarding Schools’ Organization Nepal Chairman Sudip Kumar 

Chaudhary have issued a notice saying physical classes from Grade VI to XII would be operated from August 26 following 

basic health safety protocols. The statement further reads that it is not very scientific and fair to close only schools for months 

citing fear of COVID-19 when other sectors are already open. 22 

The Gokarneshwor Municipality in Kathmandu has decided to reopen the school in its area from August 31 deciding to run 

physical classes in strict adherence to health protocols and rules of social distancing. 23 

The classes of Grade VI and VII are set to be held physically in Birgunj from August 29. The in-person classes from Grade VIII 

to XII are being held from August 14. 24  

The schools of Melauli Municipality of Baitadi, that had reopened nearly a month ago, have shut down again citing that the risk 

of COVID-19 infection has increased there. According to the Municipality, the schools were shut down after the infection was 

 
20 Baarhakhari 
21 The Himalayan Times 
22 The Himalayan Times 
23 Baarhakhari 
24 Onlinekhabar 
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seen in some people there. 25 

The owners of dohori sanjh and nighttime businesses have handed over their keys to the Chief District Officer of Kathmandu 

stating that the government has not paid attention to the reopening of their businesses that have been shut down with the 

imposition of prohibitory orders in the country to control the spread of COVID-19 pandemic. 26 

The trust of the public in insurance has declined due to the government’s recent attitude related to COVID-19 insurance. The 

government included the provision of COVID-19 insurance claim payment in the budget. It had agreed to take responsibility for 

the payment of more than Rs 3,500,000,000 worth of insurance claims to the insurers. However, the government has not paid 

attention to the payment of the claims. 27 

International News  

The World Health Organization’s (WHO) pandemic program plans to ship 100 million doses of the Sinovac and Sinopharm 
COVID-19 shots by the end of next month, mostly to Africa and Asia, in its first delivery of Chinese vaccines, a WHO document 
shows. Of the 100 million Chinese vaccines, half will be provided by Sinopharm and half by Sinovac, with deliveries planned 
for “July to September 2021”, a WHO document dated July 29 says. 28 

A spokesman for Myanmar’s military-installed government said on August 27 that COVID-19 vaccines will be given to 
members of the country’s persecuted Rohingya ethnic group. 29 

 

 

 
25 Baarhakhari 
26 Onlinekhabar 
27 Baarhakhari 
28 Reuters (in The Himalayan Times) 
29 The Associated Press (in The Himalayan Times) 
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sContacts for further details 

 

Dr Sunoor Verma 
Strategic, Risk and Crisis Communication Consultant 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
sverma@who.int 
sunoorv@gmail.com 
 
 

Ms Tsering Dolkar Gurung 
NPO (Communication, Media and Public Information) 
World Health Organization, Country Office for Nepal 
gurungt@who.int 

 

WHO’s COVID-19 response in Nepal is made possible through the generous support of the 

Government of Azerbaijan, the Government of Canada, 

UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO),  

Government of Germany, and USAID. 

 

Reference Code: 21AUG30MM_17  
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