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Algeria 
 
January-April 2022 
 
COVID-19 affected the lives of 

refugees and asylum-seekers in 

the country. Many of those living in 

urban areas lost their jobs and their 

living standard deteriorated due to 

the increase of food prices 

nationwide. The fourth wave  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
affected the country in January 

forcing the government to close 

schools across the country from 

19 January - 6 February and 

obliging UNHCR to reduce staff 

presence to the office and to the 

camps to provide essential 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
protection and lifesaving 

services. Multi-purpose cash 

assistance for people of 

concern to UNHCR in urban 

areas reached over 750 families 

at heightened risks to help them 

meet their most urgent needs.

 
 
KEY STATISTICS 
 
Tindouf camps  

90,000 most vulnerable Sahrawi refugees* 

 
*The total number of persons in need of humanitarian services 
is estimated to be far higher than this figure.   
 

 
 
11,582  
 
Refugees and asylum-seekers in urban areas (as of 18 
April 2022)  
  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  

 
 
2022 FUNDING (AS OF 10 May 2022)   

USD 44.9 M 
 
UNHCR Algeria financial requirements in 2022  
 
 

       Funded 17%  
     $7.5 M 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Unfunded 83%  
$37.4 M 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mara is a refugee from Mali living in Algiers. She and her son 

are among the families who receive UNHCR multi-purpose 

cash assistance to help meet their urgent needs. © UNHCR
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Responding to the needs of Sahrawi refugees 
 
The Sahrawi refugee population is a unique 
feature of protracted situation due to the 
organized and well-established structures in the 
camps that facilitates community mobilization 
and refugees’ participation in the coordination of 
humanitarian response at the camp level. 
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency is leading the 
humanitarian coordination and response in the 
camp and works closely with WFP, UNICEF, 
NGOs, Sahrawi leaders. UNHCR provides 
favourable protection environment through the 
provision of capacity building, enhancing the 
management system of the Sahrawi 
identification centre, provides incontinence pads 
to more than  200 people of concern with 
cerebral palsy, conduct physiotherapy session 
for over 230 persons with specific needs, 
provides daily visits to more than 3,000 persons 
with disabilities receiving one-one care and 
assistance to meet their individual needs; and 
providing capacity building and incentives for 
refugees working in the health, education and 
legal sectors. 
 
In the beginning of January, the first education 
coordination meeting which took place in the 
camps, aimed at identifying partners position 
and contribution towards solving the issues 
related to the incentives of refugee teachers and 
non-teaching staff. Furthermore, to improve the 
quality of education and to ensure the provision 
of scholastic materials. In the beginning of 
February, UNHCR distributed 2,500 uniforms 
and 4,000 mathematics books to Sahrawi 
education department. The uniforms were 
produced in the camps sewing workshops.  
Despite continuous support to the education in 
the camps, the problems of inadequate learning 
environment persist, such as poor school 
infrastructures, the high turnover of teachers, 
insufficient scholastic materials, as well as 
limited recreational and sport activities. These 
gaps have been affecting children’s access to 
education and prevents regular school 
attendance. 
 
UNHCR together with WFP and partners 
commemorated International Women’s Day 
(IWD) in the Camps on 8 March,  following this 
year’s theme “gender equality today for a 
sustainable tomorrow”, the event focused on 
Sahrawi women climate actions,  presenting key 
messages around the impact of climate change 
on women and girls as well as their contributions 

in sustainable initiatives, mitigation, and actions 
in the camps. UNHCR and WFP conducted 
awareness raising sessions and tree planting 
exercise in one of the camps and at UNHCR 
Office in Weather Heaven Base in Rabouni. On 
18 April, UNHCR and WFP conducted follow-up 
sensitizations on women empowerment and 
climate change, the session reaching 25 women 
from different Sahrawi departments and 
beneficiaries of WFP’s water box project in the 
camps. 
 
UNHCR and WFP jointly conducted nutrition 
survey in the camps from February-March 2022; 
aiming at enhancing UNHCR and partners’ 
health and nutrition interventions to mitigate the 
vulnerability of morbidity among Sahrawi 
refugees. The preliminary results of the survey 
showed a worsened nutrition trend and 
prevalence of anemia in the camps compared to 
the previous years. Global Acute Malnutrition 
increased from 7% in 2019 to almost 11% in 
2022, stunting from 25% to 29%, and anemia 
from 50% to 54%. Furthermore, the results 
showed that children with minimum dietary 
diversity have significatively decreased i.e., 54% 
in 2019 versus 34% in 2022.  
 
UNHCR and WFP are jointly working to 
implement an adequate response plan to the 
nutrition situation. Anemia and chronic 
malnutrition remain prevalent in Sahrawi camps 
due to irregularity of food basket distribution and 
the scarcity of fresh food items. To address this 
gap, UNHCR provided plumpy nut and fortified 
milk for the treatment of Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) for children under five years, 
Pregnant and Lactating Women (PLW) and 
provided training for 75 community health 
workers supporting nutrition services in the 
camps.  
 
To complement WFP’s monthly food basket 
UNHCR distributed 22,472 metric tons of dried 
yeast to bake bread and during Ramadan 2022, 
UNHCR through Algerian Red Crescent (ARC) 
provided over 403,000 metric tons of fresh food 
comprising of carrots, potatoes, onions and 46 
metric tons of dates in the beginning of April. 
 
In the beginning of 2022, UNHCR donated a 
fourth batch of personal protective equipment 
with 70,000 masks, 7,000 gowns, 10,000 gloves 
and five oxygen concentrators to the refugee 

https://twitter.com/Refugees/status/1501816121149640707
https://twitter.com/Refugees/status/1501816121149640707
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health system. UNHCR also covered the 
incentives for 50 Sahrawi medical doctors and 
over 250 health workers in the camps. 
 
To strengthen accountability towards affected 
populations and promote the inclusion of 
refugee voices in strategic planning of the 
humanitarian response, a multifunctional team 
representing all the agencies working in the 
camps conducted Age, Gender and Diversity 
(AGD) participatory assessment exercise in 
December 2021. The process involved a total of 
40 Focus Group Discussions (FDGs) with 
participation of over 350 (50% female) Sahrawi 
refugees from all age groups, backgrounds with 
different and potential risks of vulnerabilities. 
The FGD was complemented by 20 semi-
structured discussions with 225 key informants, 
including persons with specific needs community 
leaders, members of civil society, and refugees 
working as sectorial specialists in WASH, 
Education, Livelihood, Protection, Energy, 
Shelter Departments of Equipment, Construction 
and Transport etc.,  
 
To ensure that the most pressing humanitarian 
needs are met in the camps, a Joint Assessment 
Mission was conducted by UNHCR and WFP on 
5-16 March in the camps. The UN agencies 
reviewed the socio-economic status, nutritional 
situation, education, livelihoods, and protection 
of the vulnerable persons across the five camps.  
The evaluation of the outcome will help to 
design humanitarian response in the camps.  
   
 
UNHCR supports the provision of hygiene items 
to the vulnerable population and through ARC 
distributed a total of 193,600 hygiene kits to 
48,400 women and girls of reproductive age. 
The kit consists of three packs of sanitary pads 
and one shampoo covering the months of 
January-April 2022. Regarding soap distribution. 
UNHCR through Triangle Génération 
Humanitaire (TGH) distributed 138,421 soap 
bars to Sahrawi population in the five camps 
covering a 4-month need and 35,180 bars were 
distributed to public institutions. 
 
During the reporting period, UNHCR and partner 
Movement for Peace, Disarmament & Liberty 
(MPDL) continue to support solid waste 
management, conducting more than 2,000 truck 
trips to collect solid waste and dead animals 
from the camps. A total of 3,200 dead animals 
have been collected in the five camps. Two 
uncontrolled dumping areas have been cleaned. 
In addition to the daily work in this sector, 
UNHCR and MPDL continue supporting 
voluntary cleaning campaigns conducted by the 

refugees. The 82 Sahrawi staff involved in the 
waste management received incentives on a 
regular basis which allowed timely delivery of 
work. 
 
The recycling workshop, inaugurated in October 
2021 and funded by Humanitarian Innovation 
Norway, is now totally managed by a team of 
young Sahrawi refugees who manufacture 
different products such as tables, chairs, 
benches, and desks from recycled plastic waste. 
The result obtained so far has a remarkable 
potential and during the reporting period, two 
humanitarian organizations (International 
Committee for the Development of Peoples and 
Oxfam) have already ordered recycled plastic 
products, including school desks and plastic 
boxes instead of using other materials (wood 
and metal) to implement their humanitarian 
projects in the camps. 
 
In line with the 2020-2024 Water Hygiene and 
Sanitation (WASH) strategy to improve access 
to water in the Tindouf camps and reduce water 
trucking, the plan lays out improvement required 
for more sustainable services with focus on 
infrastructures and system management 
improvement as well as strengthening 
community engagement and building capacity of 
the Sahrawi water department. Following this, 
UNHCR has successfully completed the 
extension of water distribution network in 
Awserd camp during the second week of 
February 2022 with extension also ongoing in 
Laayoune camp. The distribution of water via the 
new extended pipelines to the residents of 
Awserd camp is at its final stages of testing and 
it will be managed directly by UNHCR’s partner 

Solidaridad Internacional Andalucía (SI-A). 
 
UNHCR supports access to shelter and energy 
through the distribution of traditional tents and 
the provision of gas and efficient cooking stoves 
to the most vulnerable households. In the period 
under review, UNHCR through ARC distributed 
28,092 gas cylinders (LPG) to 28,092 household 
beneficiaries and 3,975 cooking stoves to 
progressively reduce the gap of more than 
14,000 households in need.  
 
Furthermore, in line with 2022-2024 livelihoods 
strategy which aims at enhancing self-
employment development for youth, women and 
facilitate financial and productive assets for 
small enterprise development, UNHCR 
supported 15 new businesses with start-up 
grants in the beginning of February 2022.  
 
 
  

 

https://twitter.com/unhcralgeria/status/1502935109317668865
https://twitter.com/unhcralgeria/status/1502935109317668865
https://twitter.com/Refugees/status/1519349151003205634
https://twitter.com/Refugees/status/1519349151003205634
https://twitter.com/unhcralgeria/status/1506192609001316352?cxt=HHwWgIC97dOMiecpAAAA
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Responding to the needs of refugees and asylum-seekers in urban areas 
 
From January to April 2022, UNHCR registered 
1,024 asylum-seekers living in urban areas and 
received 1,088 new asylum applications. 
Resettlement departures continued, with 20 
refugees being resettled as of end of April. This 
upward trend is expected to continue in the 
coming years, particularly with an increase in 
mixed movements arriving through the Central 
Mediterranean route, while barriers to access 
asylum, including risk of arrest and expulsion, 
are still the main protection concerns in Algeria. 
 
UNHCR continues to monitor and advocate for 
the release of refugees and asylum-seekers 
arrested for irregular entry in the country and for 
halting of deportations, which affected 79 
persons of concern to UNHCR in the first quarter 
of 2022, an increase from 52 during the same 
period in 2021. Following UNHCR’s timely 
intervention, mainly through reports received by 
UNHCR’s 24/7 emergency hotline, 56 of them 
were already released. 
 
To ensure that the basic needs of vulnerable 
refugees and asylum-seekers are addressed in 
a dignified manner, UNHCR conducts cash 
interventions to the most vulnerable, people of 
concern. From January to April 2022, UNHCR 
provided multipurpose cash assistance to 748 
refugees and asylum-seekers at heightened risk 
in urban areas.  
 
Furthermore, 703 refugees and asylum-seekers 
were provided with cash for emergency shelter 
and 203 women and girls of reproductive age 
received cash for the purchase of hygiene kits. 
In addition to this regular assistance, 34 highly 
vulnerable asylum-seekers received exceptional 
cash assistance to help them meet their most 
urgent needs.  
 
In the first quarter of 2022, UNHCR has noted 
an increase in the number of unaccompanied 
children registered in Algiers with 62 
unaccompanied minors reported at the end of 
April, compared to 28 children reported during 
the same period last year. In 2021, UNHCR 
Algeria reinforced its child protection response, 
providing protection services to 153 children at 
risk and supporting 48 unaccompanied or 
separated children with temporary informal 
foster care arrangements.  
 
Although refugees and asylum-seekers in urban 
areas have access to public education and 
health services (primary, secondary, and tertiary 
levels), they do not have access to labour or to 

the national social security system, thus making 
them vulnerable to abuse and exploitation. 
 
In 2022, more than 15 refugees and asylum-
seekers with chronic illness received 
reimbursement for their medical consultations, 
medicines and surgeries, as exceptional 
assistance under the COVID-19 emergency 
response plan. 
Furthermore, UNHCR and partner, Green Tea 
conducted nine sensitization campaign  and nine 
workshops on reproductive health, COVID-19 
vaccination, diabetes, trisomy, and tuberculosis. 
 
In the continued effort to provide a favourable 
protection environment for refugees and asylum-
seekers in urban areas, UNHCR entered a new 
partnership with the Algerian NGO “SOS 
femmes en détresse” which provides safe 
shelter and psychosocial support for women and 
girls survivors or those at risk of gender-based 
violence. In 2022, UNHCR Algiers continues to 
observe an increase in gender-based violence 
cases compared to 2021, with refugee and 
asylum-seekers reporting 100 cases until end of 
April. 
 
Between January and April 2022, through the 
network of dedicated Outreach Volunteers 
(OVs), 33 information sessions were conducted 
COVID-19 prevention and vaccination 
reproductive health as well as Coursera for 
refugees and university scholarships reaching 
270 refugees and asylum-seekers. The OVs 
support UNHCR and implementing partners in 
disseminating information on services, including 
raising awareness, and providing feedback on 
community risks and concerns as well as 
identifying vulnerable refugees and asylum-
seekers who are in need of protection support to 
specialized services.  
 
The Algiers office targeted and supported 
eligible refugees to apply for master programme 
scholarships in France as part of the project 
"University for Refugees" (UNIV'R). On 3 April, 
UNHCR in collaboration with Campus France in 
Algiers hosted a workshop for 14 qualified 
refugees to provide information and support 
them in their application process. 
 
In collaboration with the Italian Cultural Institute, 
the Institut Francais, the British Council, the 
Instituto Cervantes, the Goethe Institute and the 
Embassy of Denmark in Algiers, UNHCR 
launched its first refugee film festival in Algiers, 
showcasing films about refugee issues around 
the world, such as “Reunited, Cartas mojadas 

https://twitter.com/unhcralgeria/status/1502978208895021057
https://twitter.com/unhcralgeria/status/1480113272309403651
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and Limbo”. This activity is part of the efforts to 
strengthen the advocacy for refugees and 
asylum-seekers in the country. 
 
Syrian refugees living in Algeria are among the 
those who faced a bleak Ramadan and 
economic struggle as the impact of COVID-19 

continue to surge. Across the Middle East and 
North Africa, Ramadan 2022 was replaced by a 
struggle for survival amid economic shocks and 
rising food prices as portrayed by Mohammad’s 
story. 
 

 
High Profile Visits  
 
On 15-16 January 2022, the United Nations Secretary General’s Personal Envoy (PESG) for Western 
Sahara, Staffan de Mistura, visited the Sahrawi camps, where he met with Sahrawi leaders and received 
a briefing by UNHCR on ongoing camps activities.  
 
In February 2022, the President of the International Federation of Red Crescent and Red Cross 
Societies (IFRC), Mr Francesco Rocca, visited Sahrawi refugee camps to grasp a better understanding 
of   the humanitarian challenges on the ground. Mr Rocca was accompanied by the President of the 
Algerian Red Crescent and UNHCR Representative, and visited the health dispensary, a nursery for 
children in Boudjour camp and the warehouse in Rabouni. 
 
In March 2022, the Special Representative to the Secretary General (SRSG) for Western Sahara and 
Head of MINURSO, Alexandar Ivanko, visited MINURSO Liaison office in Tindouf. He attended  separate 
meetings with UN agencies and ICRC.  
 

 
Financial Information 

 

UNHCR is grateful for the critical support provided by donors who have contributed to Algeria 
operation  
France |Germany| Italy| Japan |United States of America| UN Programme on HIV/AIDs 

 

Thanks to the donors of softly earmarked contributions in 2022  
Norway| United States of America| Private donors 

 
 

Special thanks to donors of unearmarked funds in 2022  
Sweden 95.2 million | Norway 72.5 million | Netherlands 37.2 million | Denmark 35.6 million | Germany 27 
million | Private donors Spain 19.9 million | France 18.5 million | Switzerland 18.4 million | Private donors 
Japan 14.9 million | Belgium 11.9 million | Ireland 11.8 million | Italy 10 million 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

Eunice Ohanusi, Associate External Relations Officer, ohanusie@unhcr.org 
Marina Villuendas, Assistant Reporting Officer, villuendas@unhcr.org  

 

LINKS 
 

Twitter: @UNHCRAlgeria 
www.unhcr.org/algeria 

https://twitter.com/orlandoedw/status/1505303925691494408
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2022/4/6258398d4/displaced-syrians-face-bleak-ramadan-economic-pain-follows-covid-19.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2022/4/6258398d4/displaced-syrians-face-bleak-ramadan-economic-pain-follows-covid-19.html
mailto:ohanusie@unhcr.org
mailto:villuendas@unhcr.org
ttps://twitter.com/unhcralgeria
http://www.unhcr.org/algeria

