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Rising wave of attacks targeting civilian locations 
The recent weeks witnessed an increase on direct civilian attacks by 
non-state armed groups (NSAG) operatives who rounded up and 
opened fire on an entire village in Askira Uba LGA. Rockets were also 
fired into civilian areas in Maiduguri, the main hub of the ongoing 
response across BAY states, and Buni Yadi town wounding at least 
five people including three children and damaging scores of  houses 
and property. A teenage girl was abducted by NSAG operatives in 
Madagali LGA by NSAGs who also looted farm produce during an 
attack on a farming community in Gwoza town. Along major highways 
and supply routes, civilian commuters are routinely ambushed and 
robbed of cash, valuables and merchandise by armed fighters at illegal 
vehicle checkpoints. Based on trends in recent years, the onset of the 
dry season leading up to the end of the year period often see a surge 
in attacks on civilian communities forcing waves of displacements. 

Ongoing IDP relocations and restriction on food and 
NFI distribution in resettlement locations 
Nearly 40,000 IDPs were registered for relocation across Stadium and 
Teachers’ Village camps listed for closure by the end of December, 
as the Borno State Government (BSG) continue with the closure of 
camps across Maiduguri, the state capital. Over 100,000 IDPs have 
so far been relocated this year, including 42,000 from the Bakassi 
camp in late November. Due to ongoing insecurity and limited access 
to critical services, many of the IDPs affected by the camp closures 
are unable to return to their original LGAs and are moving into already 
congested camps across hard-to-reach areas, where services and 
facilities are already overstretched. A recent BSG restriction on the 
distribution of food and NFI assistance by partners in resettlement 
locations could trigger further influxes of IDP returnees into already 
overstretched camps, as well as lead to protection concerns. A joint 
assessment is ongoing across some 11 locations that are receiving 
influxes of the relocated IDPs to understand the impact on IDPs  and 
to support advocacy and joint planning with the Government.

Potential cuts in food assistance and escalating 
malnutrition 
Although the Food Security Sector (FSS) reached some 2.5 million 
people across BAY states during the peak of the 2021 lean season, 
averting a potentially catastrophic situation, the coming months will 
likely witness a drop (to around less than 1.5 million) due to funding 
shortages - some key sector partners have already confirmed plans to 
reduce coverage. The largest Sector partner has reduced coverage 
from 1.7 million to about 600,000. Other key partners implementing 
cash and voucher assistance (CVA) have not only reduced beneficiary 
numbers but also food basket transfer values as well. This comes at a 
time that about 3.5 million people will be facing severe to acute food 
shortages (in the lean season June to September next year) as 
predicted in the October 2021 Cadre Harmonisé report. 

Over 1.7 million children to suffer from acute 
malnutrition 
Some 1.74 million children below the age of 5 are projected to suffer 
acute malnutrition in the BAY states through August 2022, according 
to the latest integrated phase calculation for acute malnutrition (IPC-
AMN) report. During the current period (September to December 
2021), some eight LGAs (six of which are in Yobe State) are facing 
critical levels of acute malnutrition (IPC-AMN Phase 4) while 29 LGAs 
are in Phase 3 (serious). This indicates a deterioration in acute 
malnutrition rates compared to the same period in 2020 when seven 
and 19 LGAs were in Phase 4 and 3 respectively. Poor feeding (and 
breastfeeding) practices, WASH gaps and high prevalence of 
diseases such as measles, diarrhoea and malaria are among key 
drivers of malnutrition especially among children in the region. 
 

 

https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-
map/en/c/1155360/?iso3=NGA 

Cholera Outbreak and Rising Cases 

11,518 suspected 
cases in BAY states 

315 Deaths in 
BAY states 
 

Number of Cases by State 

48 affected Local 
Government Areas 

2.7% fatality rate 

 

1,710 4,011 5,797 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 At least 10 civilians killed in Askira Uba local government areas (LGA) in one of the deadliest and most brutal armed 
group attacks in months. 

 Armed fighters fire multiple rockets into Maiduguri wounding one civilian and destroying several homes and property.  

 Government commences closure of two major camps hosting nearly 40,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in 
Maiduguri amid unresolved protection, safety and access concerns.  

 Over 6,000 IDPs arrive Monguno camps, hundreds of families camp in Pulka market square following the closure of 
Bakassi camp in Maiduguri. 

 Government suspends distribution of food and non-food items (NFIs) across resettlement areas. 

 Government and partners ramp up response to rising COVID-19 cases, as federal authorities officially confirm the fourth 
wave. 

 56 new cases of cholera reported as Government and partners sustain critical response. Total cases stand at 5,797 
and 170 fatalities as Borno State battles its worst outbreak in recent years.  
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
 
Over 6,000 IDPs arrive Monguno camps, hundreds of families camp in Pulka market square following the closure 
of Bakassi camp in Maiduguri 
 
At least 6,656 new arrivals were recorded across four camps in Monguno LGA, including 5,262 that arrived between 6 and 
10 December alone. The new arrivals are from Bakassi camp in Maiduguri, the state capital, which the Borno State 
Government (BSG) closed as of 30 November. Most of the IDPs are originally from communities around Monguno and 
some from Guzamala LGAs described as still unsafe for return. The influx has brought additional pressure on already 
stretched facilities and services across the camps, especially shelters. Hundreds of households, also among IDPs affected 
by the closure of the Bakassi camp, are camping in an open market space in Pulka town, Gwoza LGA, as partners continue 
to struggle with the lack of space for the construction of additional shelters. Food, shelter, and NFIs are urgent needs, and 
OCHA is following up with partners for a prompt response. An assessment is being rolled out this week to collate information 
about the impacts of the ongoing unilateral camp closures by the Government on the situation across some 11 LGAs that 
are receiving influxes of new arrivals. 
 
Government suspends distribution of food and NFIs across resettlement areas 
 
The BSG suspended the distribution of food and NFIs by humanitarian partners in newly resettled communities across the 
state. The BSG claims that this is part of efforts to enable resettled populations rebuild their lives and engage in livelihood 
activities for self-reliance. The directive does not affect ongoing/planned food and NFI assistance across existing IDP camps 
and host communities. It has the potential to worsen conditions experienced by IDPs. Several IDPs relocated to the 
resettlement areas in recent months have moved to already congested camps and host communities, citing limited support, 
lack of critical services and livelihood opportunities. Humanitarian partners are working with the Government to address 
concerns around the issues.  
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Government to close two major camps hosting over 40,000 IDPs in Maiduguri amid unresolved safety and access 
concerns  
 
The Borno State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA) has confirmed plans to close the Teachers’ Village and Stadium 
camps which host nearly 40,000 IDPs in Maiduguri, the capital, by end of December. Governor Babagana Zulum had in 
recent weeks visited both camps to supervise the distribution of tokens (used for identification and provision of return 
packages) to the IDPs. The IDPs in both camps are mostly from Kukawa and Guzamala LGAs on the shores of the Lake 
Chad, which are still inaccessible to international aid agencies due to ongoing insecurity. Sources in both camps reported 
in recent weeks that some IDPs have expressed concerns about safety and security in the LGAs and are making plans to 
settle in informal sites around the capital. On 16 December, the government provided support packages including food and 
cash to IDPs in the Teachers’ Village camp who have 10 days to vacate the facility. Humanitarian partners continue to 
engage with the BSG lead agencies on ensuring a principled and multi-stakeholder approach that guarantees safety, dignity, 
and continued access to critical services and assistance for civilians including IDPs being relocated. 
 

56 new cases of cholera reported as total cases stand at 5,797 with 170 fatalities 
 
Some 56 new cases of cholera were reported across MMC, Jere, Konduga and Mafa LGAs during the reporting period 
bringing the total confirmed cases to 5,797 across 18 LGAs. No new fatalities were reported during the period as total 
deaths remain at 170 (at a 3.4 per cent case fatality rate). The number of new cases has continued to drop and some of 
the worst-affected and hard-to-reach locations such as Gwoza (where the index case was recorded) and Damboa both of 
which did not report new cases during the period. Maiduguri, the state capital, where WASH partners had reported 
widespread contamination of water sources, is the worst-affected accounting for over 25 per cent of total cases in the State. 
Partners led by health and WASH sectors continue to support the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) in sustaining and ramping 
up critical response including through the management of emergency operation centres (EOCs) and cholera treatment units 
(CTUs) across the state. Some 14 cases were treated and discharged during the period, as health partners continued to 
intensify active case search across affected and high-risk areas through the deployment of monitoring teams. Cholera risk 
awareness and sensitisation teams are also prioritising hotspots and affected locations with the delivery of vital kits including 
aqua tabs to ensure access to potable water. Chlorination and disinfection of contaminated water sources and desludging 
of latrines are also ongoing especially in Maiduguri which continues to report high cases. The last major cholera outbreak 
in Borno State was in 2018 – 2019 with a total of 6,367 cases with 73 fatalities. Access constraints (due to ongoing insecurity 
hard-to-reach areas), acute funding shortages (especially during the onset), and influxes of populations are among key 
challenges that contributed to the massive spread and higher fatalities this year.  

 
Armed attack in Askira Uba LGA results in at least 10 civilians killed  
 
At least 10 civilians were killed, and several others were wounded in Tuga village, Askira Uba LGA, during an attack by 
non-state armed group (NSAG) operatives on the evening of 19 December. Initial reports stated that the NSAG operatives 
rounded up almost the entire village and opened fire on the civilians after preaching their doctrines to them. The death toll 
may rise due to severe injuries from gunshots wounds. Unconfirmed local media reports put the fatalities at about 20. The 
armed operatives – who claimed avenging a previous clash with the military in the town – torched several homes and 
vehicles, and looted valuables before leaving the area. This is one of the deadliest and most brutal attacks directly targeting 
civilians in recent months. Askira Uba and the surrounding southern Borno LGAs such as Chibok and Biu, and Michika and 
Madagali (in neighbouring Adamawa State) have been repeatedly attacked in recent weeks since the onset of the dry 
season.  
 
Government and partners ramp up response to increasing COVID-19 cases amidst fourth wave  
 
Borno State has in recent weeks recorded a spike in the cases of COVID-19, including 22 positive cases reported in the 
week of 6 December alone (which is 13 per cent of 169 samples tested during the same period). The State currently has a 
total of 1,462 and 44 fatalities (3 per cent CFR) across 17 LGAs since the start of the pandemic. Following the increasing 
trends, partners led by WASH and health partners, and the Government are intensifying efforts across response pillars 
especially risk awareness during the holiday season when social gatherings are typically higher. Across IDP sites which 
are mostly congested and at higher risk of rapid spread, partners are ramping up screening activities ensuring that 
suspected cases are promptly isolated and treated. Nigeria has in recent weeks confirmed multiple cases of the Omicron 
variant, known for rapid spread. The Nigeria Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) on 20 December announced a fourth wave 
of the pandemic following the over 500 per cent jump in new infection rates in the country over the last two weeks. 
 
 
 
 



 Borno State Situation Report No. 15 | 3 

 

 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

www.unocha.org 

Armed fighters fire multiple projectiles into Maiduguri causing panic and destruction  
 
Tens of civilian homes and property were damaged or destroyed on the morning of 4 December when projectiles fired by 
non-state armed group (NSAG) operatives landed in civilian areas across Maiduguri, the state capital. At least five 
projectiles landed in civilian communities across Gomari, Shuwari 2, “1000 Housing Estate”, Dugumuri and Shuwari 1, 
which is adjacent the airport. Sounds of the explosions triggered widespread panic across the affected areas forcing 
residents to temporarily flee the locations. Although no civilian casualties were recorded, the attack is considered audacious 
and indicates the continued capacity of NSAGs to launch coordinated attacks on the capital which hosts the headquarters 
of the military counter-operations in the entire north-east region. Maiduguri is also the epicentre and hub of the ongoing 
humanitarian response across the region. Governor Babagana Zulum on a visit to the affected areas described the attack 
as “sad and unfortunate,” and tasked the military on ensuring surveillance in and around the capital. 
 
 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

 

  Early Recovery 

Needs: 

 Ongoing IDP relocations by the Government have triggered urgent needs in resettlement areas especially in terms of 
access to critical facilities and livelihood opportunities for returnees. Access to some of these locations is still impossible 
for partners due to ongoing insecurity. Restoring livelihoods and basic services are critical to sustainable resettlement, 
to avoid secondary displacements. 

Response: 

 Some 150 women received start-up kits to expand their businesses after completing vocational skills training across 
Konduga, Gwoza and Pulka towns. 

 A total of 1,894 beneficiaries (including 1,534 women) received cash grants to establish small scale businesses in 
Monguno and Ngazai LGAs as part of efforts to promote livelihoods and self-reliance. 

 Partners completed vocational skills training and provided cash grants to some 1,300 beneficiaries trained in Biu and 
Hawul LGAs to establish their businesses. 

 Some 340 women received support and linkage to market access to retailers in MMC for their groundnut produce. This 
linkage is critical to sustain livelihoods and prevent loss of harvest. 

 

  Education 

Needs:  

 Psychosocial support (PSS) training is required for teachers who have undergone teaching at the right level (TaRL) 
programmes across eight global partnerships for education (GPE) supported LGAs to improve the quality of education 
services.  

 Youth empowerment programmes especially in vocational skills are required to support enrolment, retention, and 
completion of basic education across LGAs.  

Response: 

 UNICEF and the Borno State Universal Basic Education Board (BSUBEB) conducted a 5-day training for teachers on 
across LGAs in the State.  

 Youths across LGAs completed a major skills acquisition programme covering several vocations including carpentry, 
soap-making, repair of mobile phones and electronic gadgets among others. The programme is facilitated by UNICEF 
and the Borno State Agency for Mass Education (BOSAM) and is scheduled to continue for another cohort of 
beneficiaries in the coming weeks. 

 UNICEF third party facilitators, SBMC members and BSUBEB engaged in continuous monitoring of TaRL 
implementation at school level.  
 

  Health 

Needs: 

 Some 6,066 cases of malaria were reported through the early warning alert and response system (EWARS) between 
6-12 December indicating the need to continue to ramp up response including proper sanitation, risk awareness on 
positive hygiene practices, and provision of drugs. Biu, Askira Uba and Nganzai are among the LGAs with the highest 
number of cases during this period.  

 A total of 1,806 cases of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) were reported through EWARS in early December alone. 
Nganzai, MMC, and Monguno reported the highest cases during the period. The sector will be working with nutrition 
partners to respond to the situation.  
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 One new case of measles was confirmed during the reporting period, although cases have generally declined in recent 
weeks. So far, a total of 15,712 suspected measles cases have been reported in Borno State with 138 associated 
deaths (CFR:0.87%). The State and LGA teams have conducted measles reactive vaccinations in most of the affected 
locations, and partners continue to support with response including active case search and awareness programmes.  

 

Response: 

Partners during the reporting period continued to ramp up cholera and COVID1-9 response such as vaccinations, active 
case search, risk communication, Infection, Prevention and Control (IPC) measures, and case management across 
affected and vulnerable locations in the State. A total of 34,485 persons have so far been vaccinated with the Moderna 
vaccines (which is at about 58 per cent coverage for the first dose). WHO is supporting the delivery of vital COVID-19 
supplies including at the Maiduguri airport to mitigate spread especially during the travels in festive season.  

 Partners conducted rehabilitation of boreholes, hand pumps, water chlorination, distribution of cholera kits and 
desludging of latrines across IDP sites in Maiduguri. Jingles on cholera prevention and control are being aired on radio 
and tv both in local languages and English supported by UNICEF, INTERSOS and MSF Belgium. 

 WHO and UNICEF deployed volunteers and community health champions that reached some 612,480 households 
across cholera hotspots risk awareness and prevention messaging.  

 WHO delivered 200 interagency emergency health kits to the SMoH during the reporting period to support ongoing 
malaria response in the State. 

 

  Protection  

Needs: 

 Government closure of camps in Maiduguri is forcing some persons of concern (PoCs) to relocate to unsafe locations 
with some moving into camps in other areas where resources and services are already stretched.  

 Absence of legal systems including court sittings in hard-to-reach LGAs remains a major obstacle for access to justice 
services for affected populations.  

 Due to limited access to livelihood opportunities and also alternative cooking fuel, IDPs in hard-to-reach areas are 
forced to move into the bush to logwood, exposing them to the risk of attacks and abduction by NSAGs. 

 There is an urgent need to scale-up NFI and livelihood support to new arrivals across Bama, Gwoza, Dikwa and Ngala 
LGAs to mitigate risks of negative coping mechanisms and violations.  

Response:  

 Sector partners led by IRC conducted 24 awareness sessions across LGAs reaching some 2,183 people (including 
IDPs, returnees and host populations) covering key protection issues such as access to justice, available services for 
returnees, peaceful coexistence, complaints and feedback mechanisms, and referral pathways.  

 IRC referred some 194 people with health issues for comprehensive care/support in Magumeri LGA which is one of the 
high-risk locations due to escalating insecurity. Some 14 people were also referred to the Nigerian Bar Association 
(NBA) for legal representation for different issues such as rights infringement and divorce during the reporting period.  

 UNHCR through the NBA facilitated indigene certificates for some 4,964 people in Dikwa LGA during the reporting 
period. Legal documentation such as indigene certificates is vital for accessing certain government and communal 
services, especially property ownership.  

 UNHCR and Caritas Nigeria commenced the formation of community-based child protection structures across MMC, 
Bama, Banki and Monguno LGAs to promptly identify and respond to child protection concerns. So far, 14 of such 
structures have been formed successfully comprising 228 PoC community members across locations in the State.  

 Training for school administrators and teachers on child protection issues was organized in Maiduguri by UNHCR and 
Caritas Nigeria during the reporting period.  

 UNHCR through GISCOR distributed 1, 668 standard NFI kits targeting new arrivals at the Government Senior 
Secondary School (GSSS) camp in Bama LGA as part of emergency response to the increasing influx. 

 Construction of 20 communal shelters in Bama is ongoing by UNHCR and the Ministry of Reconstruction, 
Rehabilitation and Resettlement (MRRR). The most vulnerable families were allocated some completed shelters 
during the reporting period. 

 UNHCR and MRRR have mobilised resources for the replacement of 512 dilapidated shelters in Monguno LGA which 
will prioritise some households affected in recent fire incidents in the area.  

 UNHCR commenced the distribution of 1,832 standard NFIs across Gwoza, Ngala, Damasak, and Muna El-Badawe 
areas during the reporting period. 

 Some 209 households (885 individuals) were registered at border entry points and supported with movement and 
referrals during the reporting period. 

 

Child Protection Sub-Sector 
Needs: 
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 The ongoing IDP relocation by Government is increasing the pressure on meagre resources of communities and 
partners who have to respond to new concerns, including child protection risks. Risks of family separation, abduction 
of children, abuse and rights violation among others have increased.  

 SEMA and IOM reported an influx of over 130 IDP households (650 people) into Monguno LGA during the reporting 
period. The IDPs, 40 per cent of whom are children, are from Gubio LGA and sub-sector partners will be following up 
to ensure emergency multi-sectoral assistance especially for the children.  

Response: 

 Following the ongoing camp closures by Government, Child Protection partners are conducting assessments of 
needs and gaps in the areas of return to guide prepositioning of critical supplies including NFIs, and dignity, 
reintegration and dignity kits.  

 The Borno Child Rights Act was presented for a public hearing, with positive support/feedback from the public. 
Additional inputs were provided to resolve the grey previously identified, marking a significant progress towards the 
passage of the Act which partners are optimistic will be finalised in the coming weeks.  

 Child protection partners supported the 16 days of activism to end GBV, including through the engagement of children 
in raising awareness on the rights of girls and women. Boys and men were enlisted as allies to advocate for the rights 
and protection of women and girls.  

 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  

Needs: 

 Sanitation needs/gaps have increased across LGAs mainly due to low coverage by partners and a large influx of new 
arrivals prompting the need for repair works and desludging of latrines. Over 50 per cent of latrines across camps are 
filled and require desludging. The sector is working with UNICEF and IOM partners to support the desludging activities 
prioritising high-density IDP locations. 

 Spontaneous influx and settlement of new arrivals near camps or within camps continues to stretch WASH facilities 
and services beyond capacity. With the trend likely to continue, the WASH sector is putting in place emergency 
response measures to ensure steady access to clean water and key hygiene items. Sanitation remains the biggest 
challenge as with non-availability of space, among other housing, land and property (HLP) issues.  

Response: 

 Sector partners are scaling up hygiene promotion and distribution of WASH NFI kits in Bama where the influx of new 
arrivals continues to climb. IOM, NRC, DRC and UNHCR distributed 4,500 kits to cover WASH and shelter NFIs needs 
during the reporting period. Additionally, 4,900 cholera kits were distributed to IDPs in the GSSS camp to avert an 
outbreak of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD).  

 Water supply has improved considerably in Pulka town, Gwoza LGA, following the scale-up of water trucking, 
construction of new boreholes and rehabilitation/maintenance of existing wells by partners. 

 Some 230,000 beneficiaries were reached with cholera awareness/risk mitigation messaging,16,000 were supported 
with sanitation services, and 33,000 benefitted from emergency water provision across affected and vulnerable LGAs 
as part of the ongoing cholera response. 
 

  Coordination 

Response: 

 OCHA’s civil-military coordination organised a humanitarian convoy of 10 trucks during the reporting period. The trucks 
were ferrying food and logistic supplies to alleviate the acute food shortages and facilitate ongoing response activities 
in hard-to-reach/high-risk locations including Damasak, Monguno and Magumeri LGAs.  

 Information Management/Assessment and Analysis partners rolled out an area-based assessment across some 11 
LGAs receiving an influx of IDPs/new arrivals triggered by the closure of camps by the BSG to collate vital information 
on the impacts and trends to support advocacy engagements. Government lead agencies are also part of the process 
to ensure joint understanding of the situation and commitment to response priorities.  
 

  Funding Overview 
 

Out of $1.0 billion required for the 2021 humanitarian response in north-east Nigeria, $503 million is required for Borno 

State.  
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Sign up to our mailing list: bit.ly/Nigeria Updates 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/nigeria; reports.unocha.org/en/country/nigeria; 

www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nigeria 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 130 new cholera cases and three fatalities recorded as total climbs to over 1,700 and 54 deaths across 12 LGAs. 

 Rising cases of acute malnutrition in Michika LGA with over 1,700 children admitted at treatment facilities. 

 Armed fighters abduct teenage girl, loot food supplies during attack in Madagali LGA, threatens further attacks including 
neighbouring Michika during the yuletide.  

 Government and partners complete skill acquisition training for 500 youth to promote livelihoods and self-reliance in 
Mubi North and South LGAs.  
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
 
130 new cholera cases and three fatalities recorded as total climbs to over 1,700 and 54 deaths across 12 LGAs 
 
At least 130 new cases of cholera and three associated fatalities were reported across six LGAs of Fufore, Girei, Mubi 
South, Numan, Yola South and Yola North. The latest spike takes the total number of confirmed cases to 1,710 and 54 
fatalities (at a 3.1 case fatality rate). Girei, Numan and Yola, the state capital, are among the worst affected accounting for 
over 60 per cent of total cases. Shortages of funding and manpower, and a limited number of active partners (especially in 
Numan LGA) are among key challenges impacting the response. Partners led by WASH and health sectors continue to 
support the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) is ramping up response across pillars and coordinating efforts through the 
emergency operation centres. Water chlorination and disinfection are being intensified across affected and vulnerable 
locations where aqua tabs are also being delivered to households to mitigate spread. Health teams are providing vital care 
across cholera treatment units and also conducting surveillance across hotspot locations which is critical for prompt 
identification and isolation/treatment of suspected cases. This is the worst outbreak of cholera in Adamawa State in recent 
years. The most recent outbreak in 2019-2020 infected a total of 851 people with four fatalities.  
 
Armed fighters abduct teenage girl, loot food supplies during attack in Madagali LGA 
 
On the evening of 7 December, non-state armed group (NSAG) operatives invaded Bitiku community of Madagali LGA 
clashing with local hunters before breaking into civilian homes. A teenage girl was abducted and vital supplies including 
food items were looted by the NSAG operatives. Madagali LGA is the worst affected in Adamawa State by the ongoing 
conflict. The LGA borders the Sambisa Forest stronghold of NSAG operatives who constantly raid adjoining communities 
to loot food and other supplies. In neighbouring Michika LGA, letters reportedly authored by NSAG operatives and 
threatening attacks during the yuletide celebration have triggered widespread panic. Residents of the Bazza community 
reportedly woke up to several copies of the threat letter scattered across the neighbourhood. Security agencies are yet to 
confirm the authenticity of the threat letter, but some residents are reportedly leaving the community while others have 
expressed fear for their lives. Sporadic shooting was reported in Michika town on the evening of 19 December indicating 
potential risks in the general area.  
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Rising cases of acute malnutrition in Michika LGA with over 1,700 children admitted at treatment facilities 
  
Partners in Michika LGA and Askira Uba (across the border in southern Borno) continue to raise concerns over the 
increasing cases of moderate acute and severe acute malnutrition (MAM and SAM) among children with a large number of 
admissions to outpatient therapeutic programmes (OTPs). Some 1,702 children are currently on admission at OTP sites 
across the two LGAs, more than double the number (897) less than a month ago. High prevalence of measles and diarrheal, 
poor feeding practices, WASH gaps and limited funding for remote nutrition programming are among major triggers for high 
SAM and MAM cases in recent months. OCHA and partners are following to ensure continuous scale-up of response to 
address the situation.  
 
Government and partners complete skill acquisition training for 500 youth to promote livelihoods and self-reliance 
  
Some 500 people, including youth and vulnerable women, in early December completed vocational training programmes 
covering different skills such as knitting and manufacturing soaps, bags, and shoes. The programme was facilitated by the 
Adamawa State Mass Education Board (ADSMEB) and UNICEF targeting beneficiaries from Mubi North and Mubi South 
LGAs. The intervention is part of the joint efforts to provide youth and women with vocational skills that can enable them to 
set up small businesses for livelihood activities/earnings and self-reliance. It also aims to mitigate the risks of sexual 
exploitation and abuse (SEA) especially for women and teenage girls who are particularly vulnerable due to limited or lack 
of livelihood opportunities.  

 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 
 

  Food Security / Livelihoods 

Needs: 

 There is a critical need to strengthen resilience activities including dry season intervention and scale-up extension 
services to agro-pastoral farmers across LGAs. 

 Additional efforts are required to promote safe access to fuel and energy support to affected and vulnerable households 
across locations. 

Response: 

 Some 1,500 households in Mubi North, Yola South and Gombi LGAs were registered for training on good agronomic 
practices, lifesaving skills and agri-business management skills to improve productivity. 

 Sector partners distributed 2,000 fuel-efficient stoves to vulnerable and food-insecure households in Michika, Mayo 
Belwa and Jada LGAs during the reporting period. 

 Some 1,298 households across 6 communities in Yola North, Yola South and Fufore LGAs were registered for support 
including the distribution of vegetable seeds (tomato, okra, green pepper and watermelon), tools (hoe and rake) and 
cash for agricultural activities. The sum of 20,000 Naira will also be provided to each beneficiary household. 

 

  Early Recovery 

Needs: 

 Infrastructural damages due to flooding during the rainy season continue to pose access challenges for partners. The 
movement of supplies and staff between Michika and Mubi is extremely difficult due to flooding damages to the main 
bridge linking the two locations.  

 Scale-up of livelihood restoration and skill acquisition support/programmes is required across several LGAs where IDP 
returnees are still struggling to restart or sustain livelihood activities.  

Response: 

 Some 1,065 individuals were reached with sensitisation and empowerment programmes to promote active 
engagement/participation in public decision-making across Fufore, Guyuk, Mubi South and Song LGAs. 

 A total of 1,300 individuals (including 642 women) were trained on various vocational skills and received start-up 
kits/grants to establish businesses across Mubi North, Mubi South, Yola North, Yola South, Michika and Madagali LGA. 

 Partners continued to monitor and provide technical assistance to some 20-village savings and loans associations 
(VSLA) recently established in Mubi North, Mubi South and Mahia LGA to ensure beneficiaries have access to credit 
facilities to establish and expand small businesses. 

 

  Health 

Needs: 
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 Two new positive cases of COVID-19 were reported in the State during the period, bringing the total confirmed cases 
to 1,230 with 34 fatalities. The new confirmations emphasise the need to intensify efforts across all response pillars 
especially during the yuletide celebrations marked by large gatherings. Sector partners are working to intensify 
surveillance and sensitisation/risk awareness across the State.  

 Partners reported the shortages of aqua tabs and potential depletion of Ringers Lactate, both of which are critical for 
water purification and treatment of cholera cases respectively. With six affected LGAs already reporting a surge of new 
infections in recent weeks, the situation could further deteriorate with the (potential) shortages. Health partners are 
intensifying efforts including with authorities to ensure prompt replenishment of the vital supplies.  

Response: 

 Of the total 5,328 doses of AstraZeneca vaccine released for the second dose vaccination, some 5,037 persons have 
so far been inoculated, indicating positive turnout. Partners will continue to intensify risk awareness and sensitisation 
programmes to sustain the positive turnout for vaccinations especially in view of the new wave of infections across the 
country in recent weeks.  

 Health partners deployed additional teams of community champions to cholera hotspots across the state during the 
reporting period to ramp up risk communication and active case search. The teams reached some 16,082 people and 
conducted the distribution of aqua tabs. Two suspected cases were identified and isolated during the house-to-house 
campaign.  

 WHO conducted training for some 28 laboratory scientists and technicians on sample collection and processing for 
different diseases including COVID-19 and cholera during the reporting period, as part of efforts to ramp up testing 
service in the State. 
 

  Protection 

Needs: 

 Significant needs include access to justice, legal documentation, freedom of movement, prevention, and response to 
gender-based violence (GBV).  

Response: 

 Three protection monitoring visits were carried out by sector partners across Sangere, Jigalambu, and Wambilimi 
communities in Michika LGA to follow up on complaints of broken boreholes which were referred to the WASH sector 
for action. 

 Some 123 people including IDPs, returnees and host communities Michika Mubi North LGAs were reached with 
awareness messaging on human rights, access to justice and available reporting mechanisms and support services in 
the events of infringements. 

 UNHCR and the Nigerian Bar Association facilitated the issuance of birth certificates for 4,247 children/adolescents 
(2,247 girls and 2,000 boys) across Fufore, Dasin, and Gurin. This was done in collaboration with the National 
Populations Commission. Legal documentation such as birth certificates is critical for accessing some government 
services. 

 Some 30 persons (19 males and 11 females) accessed vital security, health and livelihood assistance in Yasukule and 
Wambilimi wards of Michika LGA using the mobile help desk recently established by sector partners. Awareness 
activities are ongoing to sustain and increase the use of the vital feedback mechanisms that will be extended to other 
locations. 

 

Gender-Based Violence (GBV) Sub-Sector  

Needs: 

 Lack of operational partners to support child protection activities and services remains a major concern in Jabbi-Lamba 
Girei LGA. The sub-sector continues to advocate on addressing this gap. 

 There is a general need to ramp up capacity-building programmes for partners on child protection and case 
management to improve the quality of services.  

 Acute funding shortages continue to impact the coverage of child protection activities including case management and 
other vital services across the State.  

Response: 

 Some 73 children (40 girls and 33 boys) were registered and provided with individual case management services by 
sector partners across Madagali, Mubi North and Mubi South LGAs during the reporting period. At least 60 IDP women 
across Michika and Girei LGAs also received farm inputs to be able to cultivate food and support their children. 

 Structured recreational and social activities were conducted for 276 children and adolescents (156 girls and 120 boys) 
by partners in Mubi North and Mubi South LGAs as part of efforts to promote social cohesion among IDP and host 
community children. 
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 Sub-sector partners facilitated awareness sessions for 196 caregivers in Mubi North and Mubi South LGAs to promote 
child protection and care services.  

   
  Education 

Needs: 

 Capacity building programmes are required for school-based management committees (SMBCs) on effective mentoring 
and monitoring activities in Yola and Fufore LGAs. 

 Additional efforts are required to ensure a conducive environment for teaching and learning activities across LGAs in 
the state ranging from a repair of damaged facilities, supply of scholastic materials among others.  

Response: 

 Adamawa state universal basic education board (ADSUBEB) in collaboration with USAID-funded AUN/SENSE 

conducted the cohort 3 baseline early grade reading assessment (EGRA) across 11 LGAs during the reporting period. 

Some 720 learnings across 120 schools were assessed using the standard Hausa EGRA tool.  

 A 5-day workshop on developing content for the education in emergency (EIE) curriculum was facilitated by Plan 

International, the Ministry of Education and the Nigerian Educational Research Development Council (NERDC). 

 UNICEF and ADSUBEB conducted a one-day training for 18 enumerators on data collection and use of relevant tools 

for effective mentoring and monitoring in Yola. This was followed by data collection training for members of SBMCs 

from 90 schools in Fufore LGA. 

 UNICEF provided cash assistance of 500,000 Naira for five SBMCs in Fufore LGA to improve education services 

including delivery of classroom furniture, renovation of classrooms and toilets, and construction of school fences. 

UNICEF is also constructing 2 blocks of 2 classrooms with staff offices in two schools in the same LGA. 

 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  

Needs: 

 Cholera cases are still high in Adamawa State, although response by most emergency partners has declined. Major 
response gaps have been identified in the chlorination of water points as 60 of the 234 contaminated boreholes have 
been disinfected so far. Limited manpower for chlorination is another challenge. The sector is coordinating a scale-up 
and additional funding request through the Nigeria Humanitarian Fund (NHF). 

 There is an urgent need for the scale-up of desludging services especially across host communities, and the Sector is 
working with IOM and UNICEF partners to facilitate the process. 

Response: 

 A total of 829 WASH kits were distributed across affected and vulnerable communities by partners during the reporting 
period.   

 Some 93,000 people were reached with cholera risk awareness and hygiene promotion messaging across affected and 
vulnerable LGAs during the reporting period as part of efforts to mitigate further spread.   

 Sector partners reached some 3,109 households with disinfection and sanitation services, while another 9,000 families 
benefited from improved water source repair, rehabilitation, and emergency water trucking. 

 IRC conducted five hygiene promotion and sensitisation sessions for 4,184 people (3,028 women and 1,156 men) in 
Michika LGA covering personal hygiene and the importance of handwashing. Neighbourhood sanitation campaigns by 
the agency also reached 1,777 people (1,150 women and 627 men) both in Michika and Askira Uba LGAs.  

 Some 15,456 were reached with cholera prevention messaging across Yola North, Yola South, Girei, Lamurde, Numan 
and Shelleng LGAs which are among the worst affected by the ongoing outbreak. Some 462 drainages/latrines were 
fumigated, and 155,664 litres of water was chlorinated across 26 water points in the same LGAs as part of the campaign.  

 IDPs in the Mubi Burnt Brick camp, Mubi North LGA, received over 9,000 litres of chlorinated water during the reporting.  
 

 

  Funding Overview 
 
Out of $1.0 billion required for the 2021 humanitarian response in north-east Nigeria, $225 million is required for Adamawa 
State. 
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Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises.  
We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.  
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This report is compiled by OCHA Nigeria in collaboration with humanitarian partners.  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 Armed fighters fire projectiles into Buni Yadi town, Gujba local government area (LGA), wounding five civilians, including 
two women and three children. 

 Eight new cholera cases recorded, as the total climbs to 4,011 with 91 fatalities,representing a 20 per cent drop in new 
cases compared to the previous reporting period.  

 Farmers in the northern LGAs report harvest loss due to late and insufficient rainfalls, raising concerns of potential food 
shortages. 

 Food Security and Livelihood (FSL) partners host livelihood exhibition after reaching over 5,500 households with vital 
support.  

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
 
Armed fighters fire projectiles into Buni Yadi town, wounding five civilians, including children 

 
At least five civilians, including two women and three children, were seriously wounded in Buni Yadi town, Gujba LGA, when 
non-state armed group (NSAG) operatives fired projectiles into the town on 2 December. The advancement of the NSAG 
fighters towards the town was reportedly blocked by security forces. It was the second incident of violence in Buni Yadi 
town within a two-week period, with direct impact on civilian locations. Aid assets and critical facilities, including a partner-
supported nutrition facility and telecommunications infrastructure, were targeted during the previous attacks. Gujba LGA, 
about 30 kilometres south of Damaturu, the State capital, is one of the worst-affected regions in the State. In recent years, 
partners have scaled-up assistance to resettlement and restoration of livelihood activities for several thousands of returnees 
in the LGA. The recent spate of violence, however, poses potential threats to the ongoing humanitarian assistance and 
early recovery programming, including the cholera response. 
 
Eight new cholera cases recorded, as the total climbs to 4,011 with 91 fatalities 
 

Eight new cholera cases were recorded during the reporting period, bringing the total to 4,011 with 91 fatalities (at 2.3 per 
cent case fatality rate) across 15 of the 17 LGAs in the State. All new cases were reported in Nguru LGA. The number of 
new cases reflect a 20 per cent drop compared to previous weeks, which can be attributed to the ongoing scale-up of multi-
sectoral response led by Health and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) partners in collaboration with the State Ministry 
of Health (SMoH). Additional cholera response teams were deployed across nine LGAs, and partners conducted training 
for over 70 health workers on cholera case management and infection prevention and control (IPC). WASH partners are 
also ramping up the chlorination/disinfection of water points and the distribution of aqua tabs across affected and vulnerable 
areas to ensure access to potable water. Some 124 hygiene promoters were trained and deployed across locations to 
conduct awareness and sensitization activities to mitigate further spread. Yobe State is battling the worst cholera outbreak 
in more than three years as the current fatalities (91) have exceeded the total 61 deaths recorded throughout a similar 
outbreak in 2018, and the reported cases (4,011) have more than doubled compared to the 1,800 cases recorded in 2018. 
Acute funding shortages, access constraints and weak health and WASH systems are some of the major challenges 
impacting the ongoing response. 
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Farmers in the northern LGAs report harvest loss due to late and insufficient rainfalls 

 
The State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA) and the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management 
and Social Development (MHADMSD) are following up on reports of poor harvest and its potential impacts on food security 
in northern Yobe State. According to initial reports, the 2021 rainy season started late and witnessed very limited rainfalls 
leading to loss of cultivated crops and poor harvest for numerous farmers. The worst affected LGAs include Bade, Nguru, 
Machina, Jakusko, Karasuwa, Yususari, Yunusari and Geidam. The harvest loss raises concerns of potential shortages 
and, as a result, a hike in the prices of food commodities in the coming months. Partners will update on the post-harvest 
assessment outcome to provide more reliable data on the situation, while Government agencies lead the preparedness in 
the event of major deterioration of the food security situation over the coming months.  
 
FSL partners host livelihood exhibition after reaching over 5,500 households reached with vital support 

 
On 8 December, FSL partners facilitated a one-day livelihoods products and activities exhibition in Damaturu that was 
attended by the Government lead agencies and partners from humanitarian and Early Recovery sectors. Beneficiaries of 
different livelihood programmes showcased the progress and impact of the assistance received in Geidam, Bade and 
Damaturu LGAs that have received large number of returnees trying to resettle and restart their lives. In the three LGAs, 
some 5,657 households, consisting of25,796 individuals were reached with different livelihood programmes this year. 
Across the State, vulnerable households were provided with over 150,000 drought resistant and high-yield seedlings, crop 
varieties, livestock, feeds and technical support to improve crop production and harvest. Vulnerable populations, including 
youth and women, were also reached with skill acquisition programmes to promote livelihood earnings and self-reliance.  

 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 
 

  Food Security / Livelihoods 

Response: 

 COOPI, through a WFP-funded project, distributed food commodity rations to 269,157 beneficiaries in Damaturu, 
Geidam and Jakusko LGAs.  

 Greenhouses were constructed for off-season vegetable crop production in Kukareta community, Damaturu LGA. 

 Post-harvest silos were distributed to 500 livelihoods beneficiaries in Damaturu and Geidam LGAs to improve grain 
storage. Post-harvest training was also conducted for 3,000 farmers in the two LGAs. 

 Some 119,590 livelihoods beneficiaries received conditional cash transfers in Geidam, Yunusari and Damaturu LGAs.  

 

  Early Recovery 

Needs: 

 Returnees in Geidam and Yunusari (Kannama town) LGAs continue to face considerable gaps in accessing critical 
services, infrastructure and livelihood mechanisms that were damaged or destroyed in multiple NSAG attacks in April 
and May. Due to ongoing insecurity, access remains challenging for sector partners, impacting plans to renovate or 
reactivate damaged facilities and livelihood mechanisms.  

 Displacements in recent weeks have triggered an influx of people into Damaturu central, further straining resources 
and facilities in host communities. 

Response: 

 Early Recovery and Livelihoods partners rehabilitated three market stalls, two culverts and 150 meters of drainage in 
Nangere LGA, using cash-for-work modality that provide employment opportunities for beneficiaries. 

 Three blocks of eight classrooms each and four blocks of ventilated improved pit (VIP) latrines were rehabilitated in 
Geidam and Yunusari LGAs by sector partners. 

 

 Health 

Needs 

 Acute shortages of reagent in the molecular laboratory continue to interrupt COVID-19 testing services, despite the 
increasing wave of new infections, including the Omicron variant in the country. Currently, collected samples collected 
are sent to the laboratory in Abuja, taking weeks to obtain results and increasing the risks of rapid spread. Sector 
partners continue to work with the SMoH to advocate for the replenishment by the Federal Health Authorities.  

 Population displacement and NSAG attacks targeting hospitals and public health centres (PHCs) are disrupting health 
services, including cholera and COVID-19 response, especially in Geidam, Yunusari, and Gujba LGAs. Insecurity and 
ongoing counter-operations obstruct contact tracing, active case search, and community sensitization in high-risk LGAs. 
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 A lack of commodities and resources due to funding shortfall continues to impact the coverage of cholera IPC activities 
in communities and health facilities.  

Response: 

 Sector partners distributed COVID-19 IPC commodities to the State molecular diagnostic laboratory, the Federal 
Medical Center Nguru, and General Hospital Gashua. Personal protection equipment (PPEs) and information, 
education and communication (IEC) materials were also supplied to surveillance teams to support ongoing risk 
communication and IPC activities across affected and vulnerable areas.  

 Some 11,209 people were reached with COVID1-9 prevention messages through mass sensitization programmes 
facilitated by the State Primary Health Care Management Board (SPHCMB), WHO and UNICEF.  

 As of 5 December, 58,116 doses of AstraZeneca and Moderna vaccines have been administered across the State for 
first and second doses of COVID-19 vaccinations. Health partners continue to collaborate with other stakeholders to 
conduct awareness and sensitization activities to sustain and increase turnout for vaccinations.  

 Some 124 hygiene promoters were trained on measures to improve hygiene practices and surveillance mechanisms 
by the State Ministry of Water Resources, UNICEF, Mercy Corps, International Rescue Committee (IRC) and Action 
Against Hunger (AAH). Distribution of aqua tabs was also conducted in affected and vulnerable areas.  

 

  Protection 

Needs: 

 Capacity building programmes on human rights and procedures for access to justice are required for Government 
actors, community leaders and beneficiaries across LGAs.   

Response: 

 Sector partners organized capacity building programmes for some 22 justice and Government actors on general 
protection, the Kampala Convention, International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights law to improve service delivery 
for affected populations.  

 The IRC conducted eight legal awareness sessions across LGAs, reaching some 78 beneficiaries, including internally 
displaced persons (IDPs), host communities, and returnees. Key issues covered by the sessions include access to 
justice services, administration of criminal justice law, and enlightenment on the Yobe State court procedures. 

 Some 73 beneficiaries were reached through legal counselling on family issues, land issues, and the importance of 
national identity cards. 

 The IRC organized a one-week workshop for 12 justice partners to develop the Yobe State Court user guide to simplify 
the document for community members, including IDPs.  

 

Child Protection (CP) Sub-Sector  

Needs:  

 The general security situation in the State remains mostly calm but unpredictable and volatile around Gujba, Gulani, 
Geidam and Yunusari, with considerable impact on ongoing and planned child protection response activities.  

 The Sub-Sector is advocating for multi-sectoral emergency assistance for newly arrived IDPs, including children, in the 
Mai Mala area of Damaturu. 

 There is a need for more partners to extend child protection services, especially in Nguru and Nangere LGAs, where a 
spike in cases of child abuse has been reported. 

Response: 

 Child Protection partners reached some 4,337 people (155 males, 2,211 females, 1,011 children) with awareness and 
sensitization on preventive measures on cholera, personal hygiene, child abuse and children’s rights.  

 Government officials from the Ministries were trained on child protection, case management, psychological first aid, 
and child safeguarding measures. 

 

 Education 

Needs: 

 The sector advocates for the distribution of additional reading materials to learners during Teaching at the Right Level 
(TaRL) sessions in Potiskum LGA. 

 Empowerment programmes, including vocational skills training, are required for youth across LGAs to support 
enrolment, retention and completion of primary education.   

Response: 

 UNICEF and the State Universal Basic Education Board (SUBEB) distributed education materials across 20 schools in 
Potiskum LGA. 
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 UNICEF, in collaboration with Yobe State Agency for Mass education (YOSAME), graduated another cohort of skilled 
youths in tailoring, shoemaking, painting, poultry and soap making. 

 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Needs: 

 Influxes of IDPs from neighbouring Borno State continues to be reported across locations. Over 140 newly arrived 
households have integrated into host communities and urgently needWASH materials and water supplies. The WASH 
Sector is working with the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Agency (RUWASSA) and partners to support the IDP 
caseload.The influx of new arrivals could stretch available water systems, forcing many to resort to open sources, as 
more IDPs are expected to arrive following the camp closures in Borno State. 

Response: 

 A total of 128,000 people were reached with water chlorination services through combined efforts of Sector partners 
and Government lead agencies.  

 Some 1,645 people affected by the cholera outbreak were reached with vital services, including the disinfection of 
homes and drainages to mitigate the further spread of cases.  

 Over 200 cholera kits were distributed by sector partners and  34,000 affected and vulnerable people were reached 
with hygiene messaging and items, such as soaps and jerrycans.  

 A total of 3,200 individuals were supported with the construction of emergency latrines and 30 households received 
household-level latrines.  

 World Toilet Day 2021 was celebrated across the State, with the support of AAH, Water Aid, UNICEF and RUWASSA, 
who sensitized beneficiaries and distributed IEC materials. 

  Funding Overview 
Out of $1.0 billion required for the 2021 humanitarian response in north-east Nigeria, $225 million is required for Adamawa 
State. 
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