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5,652 + (1,307 households)*
Approximate number of persons presently displaced

Direction of displacement Attacked locations
(June 2022)

Presence of IDPs
Note: Exact locations of IDPs are currently unclear and unconfirmed.

On 5 June, members of Non-State Armed Groups (NSAGs)
attacked the villages of Nyewe and Nanduli in Ancuabe District of
Cabo Delgado Province, forcing villagers to flee their homes and
seek refuge in neighboring districts severely affecting the human
rights and humanitarian situation. The villages attacked are
located some 40 km from the main town of Ancuabe district and
approximately 118 km from Pemba, Cabo Delgado’s capital.
According to IOM/DTM tracking, some 4,887 individuals have
been displaced, and Chiure and Pemba districts have received the
largest influx of IDPs. These attacks in Ancuabe also occur
against the backdrop of an increase in attacks by the NSAG in
May 2022, particularly in the district of Macomia, as reported by
the media. An attack by the NSAG in Meluco leading to
displacement was also reported.

Immediate protection concerns

Feedback: Hugo Reichenberger reichenb@unhcr.org– National Protection Cluster Coordinator
Protection Cluster – Mozambique – mozmaprocluster@unhcr.org

Previous incidents of 
attacks (May 2022)

Location of attacks and direction of 
population movement

Mozambique

Sources: IOM/DTM Mozambique Movement Alert – 44 (08 June 2022), Mozambique Protection Cluster Partners, News/Media

According to reports from internally displaced persons (IDPs) and
the media, the attacks resulted in several casualties, including
killings, decapitation, burned houses and kidnapping. During a
recent visit of protection cluster partners in Metuge to meet with
IDPs from the Meluco district, IDPs reported a series of protection
incidents committed by NSAG, including rape, GBV, and the
kidnapping of several boys. The attacks continue to add new
dimensions to protection risks that already existed within the
population. In particular, the current situation can lead to
exacerbating existing risks of gender-based violence (GBV), which
include intimate partner violence and forced and early marriage.
IDPs have also expressed concern about the incident and the
possibility of psychological trauma, particularly among children.
Current vulnerable IDPs include the elderly, pregnant women,
people with disabilities, and unaccompanied or separated children
who require specialized protection assistance.

IDPs fleeing Ancuabe are relocating to southern districts, including
the city of Pemba and even Nampula Province. Due to the fluidity
of the situation and access restrictions, it is difficult to provide
protection assistance to those most vulnerable under these
circumstances.

Ongoing Forced Displacement from Ancuabe

Needs and Protection 
Concerns

Protection Risks

Secondary Displacement Displacement is happening not only from the locations impacted by violence but also from
other places in the districts. For instance, there have been reports from IDPs in Natove IDP
sites (Ancuabe) that plan to leave the site since they believe they might be at risk of
upcoming attacks similar to those happening in other locations in the same district.

New arrivals in existing IDP sites At the same time, other sites such as Cujupane IDP (Ancuabe) continue receiving new IDPs
coming from Nanduli and Nova Zambezia. This is also observed in IDP sites in Metuge and
Montepuez. For new arrivals needs will include protection, shelter, food assistance, clothing
and hygiene kit. IDPs in Nampula have also mentioned that they expected new arrivals from
Ancuabe in the coming days.

New arrivals into Urban 
centers

The IDPs are currently living in unsafe conditions such makeshift shelters or sleeping in the
open air. According to one report in Chiure, some IDPs without relatives in the city are
currently housed at the Police Command either to be transferred to an IDP site.

URGENT RISK
According to media reports, authorities in Ancuabe Sede
and Nanduli are encouraging IDPs to return by providing
transportation and security guarantees. If confirmed this
could be perceived as encouraging or compelling IDPs
to return to areas where their life, safety, liberty, and
health are at risk, while key principles of returns call for
return to be voluntary, and in safety and dignity.
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Existing protection risks and their effects on 
the affected population
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Key Protection Messages

Feedback: Hugo Reichenberger reichenb@unhcr.org– National Protection Cluster Coordinator
Protection Cluster – Mozambique – mozmaprocluster@unhcr.org

Needs and Protection 
Concerns

Protection Risks

Return Displacements are fresh and IDPs have reported to protection partners and the media that
they still fear returning to the affected villages. There have been media reports that the
authorities are encouraging IDPs to return to their places of origin with the assurance of the
presence of forces in affected areas.

Forced displaced families fleeing the violence walk several kilometers to different sites and
some have stayed or slept in open spaces. IDPs have no proper shelter, others are staying in
open areas using makeshift shelters or open-air sleeping.

Access to shelter

Protection to the most vulnerable 
(including needs of MHPSS)

Protection teams have reported that the presence of elderly, pregnant women, PwD and
UASC some of whom need targeted protection assistance. IDPs expressed fear after the
incident and possibility of trauma especially among children. Support is needed for parents
and caregivers to support their children who have been impacted.

Gender based violence 
(including PSEA)

Women and children, adolescent girls are at risks of conflict-related sexual violence during
displacement and after. GBV risks are exacerbated on the district of destination, for instance,
intimate partner violence, SEA, early and forced marriage. Scale up of Clinical Management of
Rape (CMR), GBV case management and MHPSS services is urgently needed. GBV actors
are prioritizing risk mitigation mechanisms such as distribution of dignity kits targeting women
and girls of reproductive age, hygiene kits and solar lamps distribution at household level.
Other actions include information dissemination on GBV risks as well as where services are
available and GBV pocket guides for front line workers.

Need for non-food items Displaced families fled without money, or any basic material needs such as clothing. There
are reports of IDPs staying in open areas without proper shelter, beddings or protection to
heat during the day or cold in the evening.

Child Protection / 
unaccompanied and 
separated children

Children have been exposed to secondary trauma through witnessing and being exposed to
high levels of violence and in need of MHPSS support or individual case management.
Families are in need of support to provide care for children expressing signs of distress. A
number of UASC have been identified and in need of suitable family based alternative care
while tracing services are provided to find the normal caregiver and ensure vulnerable
children are placed in a protective setting.

Forced returns to Ancuabe while the situation is unfolding are discouraged: IDPs have the right to make a
voluntary and informed choice on whether to return or not. Furthermore, returning IDPs to areas in which the
security situation is unclear or unfolding is highly discouraged.

Humanitarian access to IDPs is a humanitarian imperative: seeing the rapidly increasing humanitarian needs, it
is important for humanitarians to be able to reach and support the large numbers of IDPs currently fleeing Ancuabe
and other impacted districts. For these locations, humanitarian agencies should be granted safe, unhindered access
to deliver adapted life-saving assistance and protection. Provide humanitarian assistance and protection to
internally displaced persons while also addressing the needs of host communities.

Safe Passage of IDPs: All parties should cease indiscriminate attacks, which may result in civilian casualties and
forcible displacement. Such attacks prevent the safe passage of vulnerable groups, such as children, older persons
and people with disabilities.

Sources: Mozambique Protection Cluster Partners, News/Media 2

Civil 
Documentation

IDPs who have fled from Meluco have reported that NSAGs have deliberately destroyed their
civil documentation.

Access to food Since the attack, there has been no source of food for these families.

Access to health care IDPs have reported that Ancuabe hospital is temporally closed due to the security situation
with no public health staff.
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Key Protection Messages (continued)

Scale up of protection partners is urgently needed: with huge needs in individualized case management for GBV,
child protection, MHPSS as well as distribution of dignity kits, renewal of civil documentation among others – there is a
huge need to scale up the current protection cluster response and provide protection through presence.

Obligations under International Humanitarian Law: all parties are urged to respect the principles of distinction,
proportionality and precaution and all provisions concerning the protection of civilians, including children, and the
prevention of forced displacement. Civilians and civilian infrastructure, such as hospitals, schools, agricultural fields
and humanitarian actors must not be targeted or attacked.

Obligations under international human rights law: to ensure the dignity, safety, and human rights of all affected
communities, without discrimination, including the rights to life, dignity, liberty and security.

Request all armed groups to cease all acts of violence against the civilian population, especially
children. Children and women are being caught in the line of fire. Armed groups/forces must ensure this cease to
happen.

Recommend scaling up programmes for the provision of birth registration and civil documentation among
displaced populations who have lost them. The absence of birth records can make it hard to reunite families in the
short term and can reduce children’s access to services and livelihoods throughout their lives. The absence of civil
documentation can hamper freedom of movement and access to social services.

Call for the scale up of emergency care arrangements for children, including temporary informal foster care,
supported by national care systems. Appropriate alternative care in humanitarian contexts should both shape and
reflect national policies on care. Temporary, informal care takes place in many forms and should be supported with an
increased number of case workers, support to informal foster carers and an increase of family based alternative care
options.

Protection of women and girls in armed conflict: All parties to the conflict are called upon to take special measures
to protect women and girls from gender-based violence, particularly rape and other forms of sexual violence, in
accordance with UNSCR 1325 and subsequent resolutions.

Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA): All parties to the conflict are urged to strictly follow
internationally agreed core principles that protect displaced and host communities from any form of sexual exploitation
and abuse, including those committed by armed forces, ensure that sexual misconduct is rigorously investigated and
sanctioned, and that victims and witnesses are protected.

Access to justice and accountability: Ensure effective access to justice for internally displaced persons and
accountability for perpetrators, strengthen the capacity of judicial systems to investigate and prosecute acts that
resulted in forced displacement and grant effective remedies to victims.
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Sources: Mozambique Protection Cluster Partners, News/Media
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Mozambique Protection Cluster

Protection Cluster Coordinators
Hugo Reichenberger - National Protection Cluster    (reichenb@unhcr.org) 
Eduardo Burmeister - Cabo Delgado Protection Cluster    (burmeist@unhcr.org)

Child Protection Area of Responsibility
Lindsay Shearer - Child Protection AoR Coordinator    (lshearer@unicef.org) 
Salma Isizidne - North Mozambique CP AoR Coordinator    (sizidine@unicef.org)

Gender Based Violence Area of Responsibility
Ken Otieno - GBV Sub-Cluster  Coordinator   (otieno@unfpa.org)

Information Management
Neren Heinjie Olarte - Protection Cluster IMO   (olartene@unhcr.org)
Julio Pires - GBV IMO   (jpires@unhcr.org)
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