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Refugee Consolidated Food Assistance
General distribution (food and cash), school meals and nutrition
Six-month consolidated resource availability and shortfall

Since April, WFP has been providing full food assistance 
to refugees in Dadaab, Kakuma and Kalobeyei. This 
return to 100 percent food assistance was gratefully 
received by refugees. 

However, available funding will only allow WFP to 
continue to provide full food assistance until the end 
of August. From September, if new resources are not 
made available by donors, WFP will be compelled to 
stop its cash transfers to refugees. This will have a 
dramatic impact, particularly on refugees in Kalobeyei 
as their food assistance is provided in the form of cash 
transfers. 

New funds are also required to continue to assist 
refugees in Kakuma and Dadaab with in-kind food from 
November onwards.  

Overall, WFP requires US$9.4 million to ensure full food 
assistance to refugees, of which US$6.6 million is required 
for cash transfers. 

New contributions for both food and cash transfers will need 
to be received during July for assistance to be continued 
beyond September.

WFP gratefully thanks European Civil Protection and 
Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) for the US$8.6 million 
donation to fund cash transfers. 

Nutrition activities to prevent moderate acute malnutrition 
in refugees currently reach 48,000 children and pregnant 
and breastfeeding women monthly. Treatment of moderate 
acute malnutrition in refugees covers 9,000 women and 
children per month. These activities are fully funded until the 
end of October. 

Note: Recently confirmed 
USAID commodities will 
arrive in January 2018 
and are not graphed. 

Highlights
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Six-month resource availability and shortfall
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Note: The cash transfer pipeline for all 
refugees (in Dadaab, Kakuma and Kalobeyei) 
is only secure until the end of August. 

 

Note: The food pipeline for refugees in 
Dadaab and Kakuma is only secure until the 
end of September. 

The pipeline for nutrition activities for refugees is fully 
covered for the next five months. Activities include treatment 
of moderate acute malnutrition and provision of a food 
supplement for targeted children under 5 and pregnant and 
breastfeeding mothers.

Activities covered under this funding include school meal 
programmes, food-for-assets programmes, food for training, 
food for people living with HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis, and 
institutional feeding. These programmes are coverd until the 
end of September.      
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Kitchen gardens

About 400 households (10 percent 
of the households) in Cluster 
One of Kalobeyei settlement 

have established vegetable gardens with 
assistance from the Turkana County 
Government, WFP and FAO. Another 
700 have started kitchen gardens of their 
own initiative, with some learning from 
their neighbours. The kitchen gardens 
provide refugees with a supply of fresh 
green vegetables for consumption or sale 
– augmenting their food assistance basket. 

WFP and Turkana County 
Government officials from Department 
of Agriculture and Directorate of Land 
Reclamation have trained targeted refugees 

on how to lay out and construct the sunken 
beds that are used for kitchen gardens. The 
construction of the beds is important as it 
needs to maximise water retention. WFP 
has also provided the refugees with seeds 
to sow in the 5 x 6 metre plots – jute mallow 
(mrere), cow peas, okra, amaranth or 
night shade – tools and fencing materials. 
Jute mallow is a favourite amongst the 
beneficiaries because it grows fast and is 
popular amongst buyers. 

Genevieve Nshirimana lives in 
Neighbourhood 5, Compound 6 of 
Cluster 1 in Kalobeyei. She is from 
Burundi. She teaches a class at Kalobeyei 
Primary School. Genevieve started her 
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REFUGEE FOOD ASSISTANCE

A story worth telling!

1Kenya is home to over 
400,000 refugees mainly 

fleeing conflict in South Sudan 
and Somalia. 

2Almost all refugees depend 
solely on WFP’s food 

assistance. This is a ration of 
cereals, pulses, vegetable oil, 
salt and a nutrient-enriched 
flour. In 2015, WFP introduced 
cash transfers to replace a 
portion of the in-kind food. 
This allows refugees to select 
a wider variety of food from 
markets, such as meat, milk, 
fruit and vegetables. 

3 In Dadaab and Kakuma, 
in-kind food represents 

70 percent of the overall 
food entitlement, and cash 
represents 30 percent. 
Refugees in the recently 
established Kalobeyei 
settlement, 25 km west of 
Kakuma, receive almost all 
their food assistance as cash.

4Kalobeyei is a model 
settlement that aims to 

promote integration amongst 
refugees and the local 
community.  

Quick Facts |
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Kitchen Gardens in 
Kalobeyei Settlement

Refugee Food Assistance |

A trader displays traditional vegetables in Kakuma. © WFP/Martin Karimi

WFP is working in partnership with FAO and the County Government of Turkana 
to harness rainwater for agriculture and livestock production in and around 
Kalobeyei to support the refugee and Turkana community to produce high-quality 
food for consumption and/or sale. This comprises two areas of work: supporting 
the development of kitchen gardens for refugees, and rehabilitation of larger-scale 
land in and around Kalobeyei for agriculture including constructing bunds to hold 
water for irrigatation.

Genevieve harvesting some of her mrere greens (jute 
mallow). © WFP/Lillian Mwangi



kitchen garden in April 2017 and is producing 
enough green leafy vegetables for her family 
of four, plus a surplus that she sells to her 
neighbours. Genevieve uses run-off water from 
a collection bowl close to the compound’s1  
water tap to water her crops. The collection bowl 
was built by UNHCR with the specific purpose 
of collecting water for watering the kitchen 
gardens, and Genevieve has dug a narrow three-
metre channel from the tap to a water-holding 
hole next to her garden. The mrere planted in 
April took three to four weeks to mature and 
Genevieve sold her crop for KES2,000 (US$20) 
before immediately replanting her garden. 

Genevieve is interested in becoming a 
Bamba Chakula2  trader so that she can sell to 
more people in Kalobeyei settlement. 

1 Each compound in Cluster One has 14 houses. In most 
compounds, the houses are built in a u-shape (6 x 2 x 6) with 
a common area in between where there is a common tap. 
Each household has a space behind the house of about 5 x 6 
metres where the kitchen gardens have been set up, though 
some households have temporary kitchen gardens in front of 
their houses.

2 Bamba Chakula is the name of WFP’s cash transfers to 
refugees. The cash is used by beneficiaries to buy commodities 
at specific Bamba-Chakula registered traders. 

Continued from Page 3

Only a limited number of people can 
pay cash for the vegetables so becoming 
a Bamba Chakula trader would open up 
greater market opportunities.

John Lomeri is from South Sudan 
from the Diding’a. He is currently a student 
at the Kalobeyei Primary school in class 
seven. John started his kitchen garden in 
April 2017 after observing other farmers 
being trained. 

He is currently setting up sunken beds 
in his backyard garden with guidance from 
Turkana County agriculture and land 
reclamation officers and is already growing 
a variety of vegetables. 

Although not one of the 200 people 
who received initial support from WFP, 
John was part of the initial 1,400 households 
registered as interested in kitchen gardens. 
WFP is continually increasing the number 
of people receiving direct support in kitchen 
gardens, and John is being assisted with 
manure, seeds and fencing materials. 
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Twenty-two refugee leaders from Cluster 
One with farming interests have 
undergone training to become farmer 

field school facilitators in their communities. 
The training (given by FAO and Turkana County 
Government) aimed to equip the leaders with 
skills to pass on knowledge of kitchen garden 
farming, such as water harvesting skills and 
good agronomic practices. 

WFP coordinated with FAO and the 
Turkana County Government on the content 
of the training and on the technical design 
of the sunken beds. The 22 facilitators were 
each allocated neigbourhoods in Cluster 1 
and, in turn, allocated host team leaders (who 

currently number 123) to further disseminate 
the information for farmers. The facilitators 
and host team leaders have already constructed 
sunken beds in their kitchen gardens and 
planted a variety of seeds provided by WFP. 
They are currently providing support to other 
farmers to construct sunken beds and plant 
vegetables. As others see the benefits of kitchen 
gardens, the number of people involved in 
kitchen gardens is increasing daily. WFP 
support will gradually decrease in Cluster 1 as 
the farmers become more independent and will 
move to provide support to other clusters in the 
settlement. 

Lopem Ebenyo Claryson (right), the Turkana County 
Government Agriculture Officer, Kalobeyei Ward, 
advising John Lomeri on how to apply manure to his 
kitchen garden. © WFP/Lillian Mwangi

Farmer field school trainee facilitators being trained by Turkana County Government officials on how to prepare 
sunken beds. © WFP/Lillian Mwangi

Farmer field school trainees

How to Make a 
Sunken Bed…

When constructing sunken 
beds, four beds are laid 
out in parallel within a 5 m 
x 6 m area, each a metre 
wide and 4.3 m long.  The 
topsoil is dug and set 
aside, then the subsoil is 
dug and used to create 
banks (bunds) in between 
and/or around the beds. 

The topsoil is mixed with 
manure and then returned 
to the bed/trench. Plants 
are grown in the trench 
while the walls around the 
trench and raised banks 
shelter the rows and aid in 
conserving water. The floor 
of the trench must be level 
to aid the even distribution 
of water. 
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daniel.dyssel@wfp.org or 
charisse.tillman@wfp.org  
in the Kenya office.

Kalobeyei settlement

Within a 400 ha area of land that 
has been identified for crop 
production next to Cluster 

One in Kalobeyei Settlement, WFP 
and Turkana County Government have 
surveyed the first 50 acres of land for 
planting and have pegging out the land 
marked for trapezoidal bunds – water 
harvesting structures made of raised 
banks of compacted soil in the form of an 
angular “C”. 

The survey identified the layout of the 
bunds that will best retain run-off water 
from rain. Further decisions on the optimal 
agricultural production system and rain-
water harvesting systems will be informed 
following a survey planned by FAO. 

Land rehabilitation    
in Kalobeyeyi

Refugee Food Assistance |

Above: Surveying by Turkana County 
Government officers of the first 50 acres of the 
400 hectares set aside for large-scale farming at 
Kalobeyei settlement. Right: Engineer Chenge 
setting one of the beacons for the 50 acres that 
were surveyed at Kalobeyei Settlement.   
© WFP/Lillian Mwangi

Five hundred households from the 
Turkana community in Kalobeyei 
ward who are already enrolled in 

asset-creation activities are receiving 
assistance in land preparation and 
capacity strengthening in good agronomic 
practices and group dynamics from WFP 
and the Directorate of Land Reclamation.

Two community farms, Ejem and 
Mitiran, are involved. Ploughing in both 
farms has been completed and sorghum 
has been planted. 

Above: Turkana County Government tractor ploughing the Ejem farm in Kalobeyei Ward. Right: Turkana County 
Government Agriculture Officers Emuria, Lopem and Dominic, observing land preparation at the Ejem farm in 
Kalobeyei Ward. © WFP/Lillian Mwangi

Kalobeyei ward (Turkana community)

 WFP is promoting the development 
of kitchen gardens in Kalobeyei; 
over 530 households have developed 
their own gardens in 2017 and 
to produce vegetables for home 
consumption, with the number 
increasing daily.

 In Dadaab, WFP has been piloting 
the production of fuel briquettes 
using Prosopis, a highly invasive 
shrub that causes severe economic 
and environmental damage. The 

project has demonstrated that 
Prosopis could be converted into 
household fuel, with four potential 
benefits: i) increased safety of 
women and girls by reducing 
the time they spend looking for 
firewood if they are able to receive 
or purchase briquettes,  ii)  reduced 
negative impact of Prosopis on 
agriculture and the growth of other 
vegetation, iii) reduced pressure on 
the indigenous vegetation if Prosopis 
is used as an alternative fuel, iv) 

increased livelihood opportunities 
through briquette production.1 

 WFP has contracted 1,040 local 
traders in Dadaab, Kakuma and 
Kalobeyei to supply goods in the 
refugee camps through Bamba 
Chakula.2 

1 See: WFP Kenya. 2017. The Use of Prosopis as an 
Alternative Form of Cooking Fuel for Refugees and 
Host Communities in Dadaab, Kenya. WFP: Nairobi.

2 Bamba Chakula is the name given to WFP’s cash 
transfer system in Kenya. Bamba Chakula means “get 
your food”. 


