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Credit: WFP Egypt  
Caption: A school girl in a rural community school receives 
rice as part of the conditional take home ration.  
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Highlights 

 The Egyptian Geospatial Information Portal, 

developed by WFP in collaboration with the Central 

Agency for Public mobilization and Statistics 

(CAPMAS), was honored with the 8th Smart Gov-

Award. 

 On 12 January, WFP Egypt hosted the WFP Global 

Dinner in partnership with the Egyptian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, MBC Al Amal, Marriott and MBC 

Misr. 

 Since January, WFP supports Syrian refugees in 

Egypt under the Regional PRRO 200987 through 

livelihood activities in addition to the general food 

distribution. WFP Egypt completed distributions to 

refugees from Syria under Emergency Operation 

200433 in 2016.  

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

Leveraging National 

Capacity through 

Partnerships for Food 

and Nutrition Security 

 

Country Programme 

200238  

(July 2013 - Dec. 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received    

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

168.5 m 
128.9 m 

(77%) 
- 

*February - July 2017 
 

WFP Egypt provides food assistance in the form of school 

snacks and take-home entitlements to enhance children’s 

access to education and help combat child labour. In 

December, WFP assisted 857,548 school children and their 

family members through school meals activities across 16 

governorates.  

In Egypt, there are 1.6 million children involved in 

hazardous work, and poverty continues to prevent their 

access to education. In rural areas, WFP targets girls, as 

they are less likely to attend school than boys. In 

November, 74 percent of the community school children 

assisted were girls. 

WFP also provides technical support to the Government of 

Egypt by assisting with the development of a sustainable 

strategy for the National School Feeding programme. In 

addition, WFP supports asset creation through its Food 

Assistance for Assets (FFA) activities to enhance livelihoods 

and build resilience to the effects of climate change. FFA 

activities include physical asset creation, community 

empowerment, awareness raising, and skills enhancement 

including vegetables and fruits plantation, pest control, as 

well as food storage and handling. 

Rural women are particularly vulnerable as they are less 

likely to have access to basic education or to literacy 

programmes, due to limited income sources of their own. 

As a result, women are targeted for activities that focus on 

income generation and skills enhancement. As of January 

2017, 14,252 women received ‘Get Ahead for Women in 

Enterprise’ training. 

WFP supports the Egyptian Government in fighting child 

labour by providing training to teachers on "active learning 

methodology". It allows teachers to provide qualitative and 

interactive education to the targeted children and to 

motivate them to stay in schools. In 2016, 1,841 teachers 

have been trained.  

As part of enhancing access to school and creating a 

conducive learning and teaching environment, WFP, in 

coordination with the Ministry of Education and 

Directorates of Education, is supporting the physical 

upgrading of some of the community schools. 

 

Assistance to vulnerable 

Syrian refugees and host 

communities in Egypt  

 

PRRO 200987 (Jan. 2017-Dec. 

2018) 

Total  

Requirement 6 

months 

(in USD) 

3 Month Net 

Funding 

Requirements  

(in USD)*  

15.3 m 6.5 m 

*Jun-Aug. The operation is covered until end of May, 2017 

As of 31 January 2017, there are 117,591 registered 

refugees from Syria in Egypt (UNHCR). 

Updated information on food insecurity of refugee 

households is being collected through the joint WFP-

UNHCR vulnerability re-assessment, which started in April 

2016 and is ongoing. Analysis of the assessment is 

scheduled to start in mid-February 2017. Refugees receive 

monthly Cash Based Transfers (CBTs) in the form of a 

voucher of USD 24.2 per person. WFP increased the cash 

voucher value from EGP 215 to EGP 300 as a consequence 

of the devaluation of the Egyptian currency in early 

November. These vouchers support the local economy 

through the participation of partner supermarkets and 

allow refugees greater choice and dignity. WFP is targeting 

the most vulnerable Syrian refugees in Cairo, Alexandria, 

Damietta, Mansoura and Marsa Matrouh. 

WFP supports the participation of women in all aspects of 

assistance. Cultural norms are accommodated at voucher 

distribution sites, with separate male and female waiting 

areas and female staff available on-site. 

 

In Numbers 
857,548 Children and their family members 

assisted in December through School Meals 

74,759 Syrian refugees assisted in December  

 
Syrian Refugees 

Assisted  
 
 

51% 49% 
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More than a quarter of the Egyptian population lives 
below the poverty line, of which 3.7 million are 
considered extremely poor and cannot meet their 
minimum food needs. An additional 20.8 million are 
categorised as living on the poverty line, with a high risk 
of falling into poverty. In the Gender Inequality Index, 
Egypt ranks 131 out of 155 in 2014. 
 
Poverty continues to be the main barrier to education in 
Egypt, and there are at least 1.6 million children involved 
in hazardous work. Girls living in rural areas remain the 
least likely to attend school. The Government invests 
USD 110 million annually in the National School Feeding 
Programme that encourages school attendance and 
combats child labour. It reaches 12.5 million of the 17 

Donors 

Country Programme: Canada, Egypt, EU, Germany, Norway, USA and 
private sector donors   
Regional EMOP 200433: Canada, CERF, Denmark, Estonia, Germany, 
Japan, Kuwait, the Netherlands, Norway, Saudi Arabia, UK and USA   
EMOP 200835: UK and SRAC 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

108 out of 188 

Population: 82 million 

Stunting rates among children 

under 5:  30 % 

Income Level: Middle  

 

Contact info: Amina Al Korey (amina.alkorey@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Menghestab Haile 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/egypt  

 

Operational Updates 

Award winning Egyptian Geospatial Information Portal: 

As part of its government capacity development activities 

contributing to enhancing food security situation of vulnerable 

households in Egypt, WFP provided financial and technical 

support to establish a Geospatial Portal for Food and Nutrition 

Security and Disaster management (GPSD). This knowledge-

sharing platform was developed in collaboration with the 

Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics 

(CAPMAS), the official statics agency in Egypt that includes 

one of the biggest data repositories in the MENA region. It 

offers shared information that enables access to statistics and 

datasets, serving as a basis for social and economic decisions 

and allows to effectively address food and nutrition issues. 

The portal won the Smart Gov Award in the category of E-

Gov services in Egypt from the Excellence Award Academy 

(EAA), considered as one of the top award programmes in the 

Middle East. The portal is also nominated for the Pan Arab 

Excellence Award. 

WFP Global Dinner Cairo: Every year, WFP convenes 

between 100-120 high-level partners at its World Leaders’ 

Dinner during the World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos to 

discuss issues surrounding food security and nutrition. WFP 

Egypt, selected as one among 13 WFP offices worldwide, 

highlighted the issue of food security in Egypt its Global 

Dinner in Cairo on 12 January. The dinner was attended by 

over 170 guests including government officials, private sector 

stakeholders, ambassadors, donors, and celebrities. The 

dinner was designed to engage guests keeping away from the 

traditional set up of similar events, making it a unique 

experience. After the compelling speech by WFP Regional 

Director in Cairo, the celebrity Chef Hassan, offered a live 

cooking show. 

Support to refugees from Syria: WFP continues its support 

to Syrian populations in the country under the new Regional 

PRRO 200987. WFP will provide direct general food assistance 

to Syrian refugees and vulnerable Egyptians through 

restricted electronic cash-based transfer. In addition, to 

increase beneficiaries’ self-reliance, WFP will provide support 

through livelihood activities, including vocational training, 

income generating activities, provision of grants, the 

maintenance and rehabilitation of schools, health centres and 

other community infrastructures.   

 

Challenges 
Impact of economic reforms on the poorest and most 

vulnerable populations: Starting in July, the Egyptian 

Government has implemented a series of economic reforms 

as a requirement to receive a loan by the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) of USD 12 billion. The reforms include 

the revision of the electricity subsidies, the transition from 

the sales taxes to the value-added taxes, the floating of the 

Egyptian currency, and a partial lift of the fuel subsidy. As 

part of the government’s energy subsidy reform plan, fuel 

prices increased by up to 47 percent.  

Collectively, these factors led to a historic peak of annual 

inflation in Consumer Price Index (CPI) to 24.3 percent while 

inflation in overall food index increased by 29 percent in 

December. The annual inflation rate in food prices during 

December 2016 was 87 percent higher than in December 

2015, directly affecting the purchasing power of the poorest 

and most vulnerable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
More than a quarter of the Egyptian population lives 
below the poverty line, of which 3.7 million are 
considered extremely poor and cannot meet their 
minimum food needs. An additional 20.8 million people 
are categorised as living on the poverty line, with a high 
risk of falling into poverty. 
Poverty nearly doubles the risk of missing out on basic 
education relative to the national average and for poor 
women, the risk is higher. Only 44 percent of women 
above the age of 25 have some kind of secondary 
education compared to 60 percent for men. In the 
Gender Inequality Index, Egypt ranks 131 out of 155 in 
2014. 
 
Poverty continues to be the main barrier to education in 
Egypt, and there are at least 1.6 million children 
involved in hazardous work. Girls living in rural areas 
remain the least likely to attend school. The 
Government invests USD 110 million annually in the 
National School Feeding Programme that encourages 
school attendance and combats child labour. It reaches 
12.5 million of the 17 million school pupils.  
 
WFP supports capacity development for national 
institutions to monitor and respond to food security 
risks and strengthen safety nets. WFP has played an 
important role in providing emergency assistance to 
Syrian refugees in Egypt since early 2013 and has been 
supporting Egyptians returning from Libya in 2016.  
 
WFP has been present in Egypt since 1968. 

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt
http://www.excellenceawards.ae/
http://www.excellenceawards.ae/

