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UNHCR Algeria advocates for the 
inclusion of refugees and asylum-seekers 
in the country’s national plans to enable 
them access to basic rights, lifesaving 
assistance and essential services and 
also live in dignity and health. 

In urban areas, UNHCR engages with 
government and non-government actors 
to build a more favourable protection 
environment for refugees and asylum-
seekers and to strengthen their inclusion 
in the existing national protection 
system. 

In the five refugee camps near Tindouf, 
UNHCR ensures access to basic rights 
and services while improving living 
standards of refugees through innovative 
ways of delivering humanitarian 
interventions that enable and foster 
economic inclusion and community self-
reliance. 

8,670 REFUGEES 3,120 ASYLUM-SEEKERS 90,000 MOST VULNERABLE      
IN URBAN AREAS IN URBAN AREAS --------SAHRAWI REFUGEES*

$44.9 million 17%
UNHCR's financial requirements 2022 1 funded 2 as of 10 May 2022

CONTRIBUTIONS 3 | USD
Unearmarked Softly 

earmarked
Earmarked Tightly 

earmarked
Total

United States of America -                         -                         2,600,000        -                         2,600,000        

Japan -                         -                         -                         1,400,000        1,400,000        

Italy -                         -                         -                         1,369,197        1,369,197        

Germany -                         -                         1,175,088        -                         1,175,088        

France -                         -                         -                         271,739           271,739           

UN Programme On HIV/AIDS -                         -                         15,000              -                         15,000              

Sub-total -                          -                          3,790,088        3,040,936        6,831,024        
Indicative allocation of funds and adjustments 669,165           410,544           (196,015)          (115,802)          767,892           

Total 669,165            410,544            3,594,073        2,925,134        7,598,917        

   OTHER SOFTLY EARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS 4 | USD

   UNEARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS 5 | USD

Notes:

For more information: http://reporting.unhcr.org Follow us on @UNHCRgov

4. Due to their earmarking at the region or sub-region, or to a related situation or theme, the other softly earmarked contributions listed are those which can potentially be used 
for Algeria. Where a donor has contributed $2 million or more, the total amount of the contributions is shown.
5. Contributed without restrictions on its use, unearmarked funding allows UNHCR critical flexibility in how best to reach refugees and other populations of concern who are in 
the greatest need and at the greatest risk. Where a donor has contributed $10 million or more, the total amount of the contribution is shown.

Norway | United States of America | Private donors

Sweden 95.2 million | Norway 72.5 million | Netherlands 37.2 million | Denmark 35.6 million | Germany 27 million | Private donors Spain 19.9 million | 
France 18.5 million | Switzerland 18.4 million | Private donors Japan 14.9 million | Belgium 11.9 million | Ireland 11.8 million | Italy 10 million 

Algeria | Armenia | Bulgaria | Canada | Costa Rica | Estonia | Finland | Iceland | Kuwait | Liechtenstein | Lithuania | Luxembourg | Monaco | Montenegro | 
Peru | Philippines | Qatar | Republic of Korea | Saudi Arabia | Singapore | Thailand | Turkey | Uruguay | Private donors

1. The financial requirements for Algeria include requirements for the operation's regular programme and the Western and Central Mediterranean.

3. Contributions to Algeria are shown by the earmarking modality as defined in the Grand Bargain.

2. The percentage funded (17%) and total funding amount ($7,598,917) are indicative based on the methodology described above. This leaves an indicative funding gap of 
$37,272,780 representing 83% of the financial requirements.

Tightly earmarked
Earmarked
Softly earmarked (indicative allocation)
Unearmarked (indicative allocation)
Funding gap (indicative)

ALGERIA

Methodology: Unearmarked funding is allocated and reallocated multiple times during the year to allow UNHCR to fund prioritised activities. This 
funding update includes an indicative allocation of funds so as to accurately represent the resources available for the country. The contributions 
earmarked for Algeria shown above are combined with an indicative allocation of the softly earmarked and unearmarked contributions listed below. 
This allocation respects different levels of earmarking. Adjustments relate to programme support costs and carry-over.
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UNHCR Algeria financial requirements 2022
$44.9 million
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Earmarked
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(indicative allocation)
Unearmarked (indicative 
allocation) 
Funding gap (indicative)

Ramadan 2022 fresh food distribution in Samara camp 
©UNHCR/Yamina Bentahar 

In the absence of a national asylum law and protection 
framework, UNHCR continues to assume key activities, such as 
registering asylum-seekers, determining refugee status and 
issuing documentation, while advocating for the adoption of 
legislation to protect people in need of international protection. 

From January to April 2022, UNHCR registered 1,024 asylum-
seekers living in urban areas and received 1,088 new asylum 
applications. This upward trend is expected to continue in the 
coming years, particularly with an increase in mixed movements 
arriving through the central Mediterranean route, while barriers 
to access asylum, including risk of arrest and expulsion, are 
still the main protection concerns in Algeria.

UNHCR monitors and advocates for the release of refugees 
and asylum-seekers arrested for irregular entry or stay and for 
halting of deportations, which affected 79 persons of concern to 
UNHCR in the first quarter of 2022, an increase from 52 during 
the same period in 2021. Among them, 56 were released, due 
to UNHCR’s timely intervention after receiving phone calls from 
UNHCR’s 24/7 emergency hotline, which persons of concern 

may contact to report aggressions, arrest or refoulement and to 
receive council, intervention or legal aid.

UNHCR provides specialized assistance to refugees and 
asylum-seekers with specific needs in urban areas, particularly 
gender-based violence survivors, unaccompanied or separated 
children, LGBTQI+ people and people with disabilities, who 
receive cash, safe shelter, psychological or medical support and 
legal assistance. 

UNHCR Algiers continues to see an increase in gender-based 
violence cases, with 100 reported until end of April, compared 
to 151 cases reported in 2021. Referral pathways include legal 
remedies, medical and psychosocial support as well as physical 
safety through access to safe shelters. UNHCR has initiated 
cooperation with the Algerian NGO SOS Femmes en Detresse 
which provides safe shelter and a holistic accompaniment to 
survivors of gender-based violence and women and girls at risk. 

In the first quarter of 2022, UNHCR noted an increase in the 
number of unaccompanied children registered in Algiers, 

Protection

as of May 2022

*The total number of people in need of humanitarian services in the 
camps is estimated to be far higher than this figure. 

http://www.unhcr.org
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In Algiers, all refugees and asylum-seekers have free access 
to the public education system. However, administrative, 
language, cultural and other barriers make it difficult for 
refugee children to enrol in schools. Frequent change of 
address due to search for livelihood opportunities, households 
inability to pay rent,  school distance or scholastic materials 
affect children education. UNHCR and partners provide 
transportation, school supplies and daily meals for almost 
250 refugee children enrolled in schools. Despite efforts of 
UNHCR and partners to support  more than 2,500 school-aged 
refugee children in Algiers, reports show that more than 500 
urban refugee children are out of school.

In Tindouf camps, almost all school-aged children are enrolled 
in primary and lower intermediate schools. On 17 November 

2021, UNHCR, UNICEF and WFP launched the 2021-2025 five-
year education strategy for the Sahrawi refugees in Algeria. 
The strategy was built on the 2019-2021 education strategy 
and will enhance the inclusive access of quality education for 
Sahrawi refugee children and adolescents. Special Needs 
Education (SNE) is also provided for children with physical and 
learning impairments. To ensure a safe learning environment, 
UNHCR supports refugee children by providing teaching aids, 
stationery and books. UNHCR contributes to the capacity 
building of the refugee teachers and provides incentives 
to 1,100 qualified refugee teachers and staff. UNHCR also 
promotes access to higher education, through programmes 
such as the DAFI scholarship, awarded to 117 students for 2021-
2022 academic year, which helps young refugees continue 
their education in tertiary institutions.

Education

In Algiers, all refugees and asylum-seekers have free access to 
the public primary health system. However, language, cultural 
and other barriers remain a challenge to access healthcare. 
UNHCR supports medical treatment not covered by the 
national scheme, including supporting specific medications 
and laboratory tests. From January to April 2022, almost 500 
people received orientation and support to access the public 
health structures, including on  reimbursement of medicines. 
UNHCR implementing partner Green Tea accompanied  
refugees and asylum-seekers to the emergency public 
services to ensure adequate access to treatment. Furthermore, 
sensitization workshops on reproductive health, COVID-19 
vaccination, diabetes, trisomy, and tuberculosis are carried out 
through online modalities to avoid COVID-19 spread.  Since the 
beginning of 2022, more than 130 refugees and asylum-seekers 
have been reached on a different range of issues concerning 
urban refugees through sensitization workshops.

In Tindouf, UNHCR supports access to healthcare in the camps 
through the provision of medical equipment, rehabilitation 
of infrastructures, covering the 85 percent of medical needs 

of the refugees, assisting with the incentives of 48 Sahrawi 
refugee doctors in the five main hospitals in the camps and 265 
other skilled health workers. UNHCR funds the Sahrawi Midwife 
and Nursing School which enrolled 121 students in 2021, 
offering capacity-building trainings to strengthen specialized 
healthcare on the integrated management of child illnesses 
(IMCI), psychosocial support, non-communicable diseases. 
The Nursing School also supports the Sahrawi referral system 
by maintaining ambulance fleet and medical guest houses 
in Algiers. UNHCR supports the COVID-19 response in the 
Sahrawi camps by building the capacity of the refugee health 
workers, providing incentives, logistics support, rapid antigen 
test and masks in addition to mobilizing Communication with 
Communities (CwC) sensitization on the efficacy and importance 
of vaccination. 

In February 2022, UNHCR and WFP conducted a nutrition 
survey, with results showing a worsened malnutrition 
trend due to irregularities in general food distribution and 
inadequate consumption of fresh food. UNHCR and WFP are 
jointly working to implement an adequate response plan to 

Health and nutrition

with 62 reported by end of April, compared to 28 children 
reported during the same period last year. Since 2021, the child 
protection response was reinforced, with  protection services 
being delivered to 153 children at risk and 48 unaccompanied 
and separated children being supported with temporary 
informal foster care arrangements. 

From January to April, through the network of Outreach 
Volunteers (OVs), 33 information sessions were conducted 
on COVID-19 prevention and vaccination, reproductive health, 
as well as Coursera for refugees and university scholarships 
for 270 people of concern. The OVs support UNHCR and 
implementing partners in sharing information on services, 
including raising awareness, and providing feedback on 
protection risks and community concerns as well as identifying 
vulnerable refugees and asylum-seekers who are in need of 
specialized protection services.

In Tindouf, Sahrawi refugees are recognized on a prima facie 
basis, the majority possess documentation issued under the 
Sahrawi identification system. UNHCR leads the humanitarian 
Coordination of protection in the camps and strengthens 
the protection mechanisms and participatory approaches 
of the Sahrawi refugees that encourage community-based 
engagement, self-management and empowerment, particularly 
for youth, women and civil society organizations while ensuring 
specific assistance for more than 3,000 People with Specific 
Needs (PSNs) in the camps. UNHCR also promotes a favourable 
protection environment through the provision of capacity 
building for refugees, legal institutions, social workers, teachers, 
and physiotherapists and payment of incentives to refugee 
workers across the sectors.

http://www.unhcr.org
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UNHCR Algeria’s 2020-2024 strategy to improve refugees’ 
access to water is to stop water trucking by extending water 
distribution networks in the five camps, while training and 
engaging refugees in the management and repairs of such 
systems. UNHCR provides about 700,000 m3 of water per year 
to the Sahrawi refugees living in the camps and maintains the 
water supply, thanks to the repairs of existing water facilities, 
the installation of new facilities, and the monitoring of water 
quality. In 2021, UNHCR and partner Solidaridad Internacional 
Andalucía (SI-A), installed new reverse osmosis faciliies for 
the treatment of water in Smara, Boudjour, and Rabouni. The 
networking distribution which started in Awserd camp was 
successfully completed in February 2022 and the distribution 
of water via the new extended pipelines to the camp residents 
is managed directly by UNHCR’s partner. In late 2021, UNHCR 
and its partner, SI-A, began the installation of water distribution 
network in Laayoune camp where water is entirely distributed 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)  

by trucking; the networking is almost done in two areas of the 
camp but due to shortage of funding the project has not been 
completed yet.

UNHCR and partners regularly produce and distribute treated 
water to all refugees and 123 health and education facilities 
with chlorine. Furthermore, UNHCR provides soap bars and 
sanitary materials to 48,400 women and girls of reproductive 
age, supports the waste management system in the camps 
through the procurement of equipment, garbage collection 
trucks, recycling of plastic waste and  payment of incentives to 
82 workers. In 2021, UNHCR purchased four new trucks which 
were handed over to partner, Asociación de Trabajadores 
y Técnicos sin Fronteras (ATTSF), under the right of use 
agreement. In the efforts to promote innovative solutions for 
the management of waste in the camps, UNHCR and partners 
constructed a plastic recycling plant which became fully 
operational in September 2021.

In Tindouf, UNHCR and partners regularly complement the 
WFP’s monthly food distributions by providing yeast for baking 
bread; between January to April 2022, UNHCR distributed 
22,472 metric tons of yeasts to the refugees. UNHCR provides 
therapeutic feeding products (plumpy nuts and milk) to 
treat Severe Acute malnutrition (SAM) for those in need of 
malnutrition treatment in the camps. During Ramadan, UNHCR 
distributed 403,000 metric tons of fresh food, comprising of 
carrots, potatoes, and onions Post Distribution Monitoring 
(PDM) is conducted by UNHCR and WFP to track refugees’ 

Food security

Shelter

Refugees in urban areas lack means to pay for decent 
accommodation due to lack of livelihoods, high rentals and 
demand for advance rentals. To respond to this need, UNHCR 
ensures access to shelter through cash assistance for the most 
vulnerable individuals such as unaccompanied and separated 
children, women at risk, survivors of gender-based violence, 
female heads of household and people with disabilities in 49 
rented apartments. This ensures adequate housing for 305 
refugees/105 households in UNHCR rented apartments.

In the Sahrawi camps, UNHCR provides shelter materials for 

the nutrition situation. UNHCR supports the supplementary 
feeding programme for malnourished children, pregnant 

and lactating women and conducts awareness and prevention 
campaigns about anaemia, chronic malnutrition and mental 
health. 

access to food at the household level and to obtain information 
about the nutrition of the refugee community in the camps. 
UNHCR and WFP conducted a Joint Assessment Mission on 
5-16 March in the camps to assess the humanitarian needs 
of Sahrawi refugees and to ensure that their most pressing 
needs are being met. The UN agencies reviewed the socio-
economic status, nutritional situation, education, livelihoods, 
and protection of the vulnerable persons across the five camps.  
The evaluation of the outcome will help design a more efficient 
and coordinated humanitarian response in the camps.

the most vulnerable refugee households to enable them to 
erect traditional tents that can withstand the harsh weather 
conditions in the desert. In 2021, UNHCR procured 3,015 
traditional tents for vulnerable households in the camps. 
Despite UNHCR's efforts to increase refugees' access to 
shelter and mitigate the use of unsustainable shelter solutions, 
such as building with mudbricks that are susceptible to the 
impact of disasters like sandstorms and flooding, there is still 
a gap of more than 13,000 Sahrawi households in need of 
tents. UNHCR needs support to cover the gaps of shelter in 
the camps and to increase the quantities of the tent materials 
required for the erection of the shelters.

Cash 
To ensure that the basic needs of vulnerable refugees and 
asylum-seekers are addressed in a dignified manner, UNHCR 
supports with cash interventions to the most vulnerable 
people of concern,  reaching 748 refugees and asylum-
seekers at heightened risk in urban areas from January to 

April 2022. Furthermore, 703 people of concern to UNHCR 
were provided with cash for emergency shelter and 203 
women and girls of reproductive age received cash for the 
purchase of hygiene kits. In addition to this regular assistance, 
34 highly vulnerable asylum-seekers received exceptional 
cash assistance to help them meet their most urgent needs.

http://www.unhcr.org
https://twitter.com/unhcralgeria/status/1506192609001316352?cxt=HHwWgIC97dOMiecpAAAA
https://twitter.com/Refugees/status/1501816121149640707
https://twitter.com/unhcralgeria/status/1502935109317668865
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In Algeria, access to work for refugees and asylum-seekers 
is challenged by administrative barriers, and self-reliance 
opportunities are limited, leading to increased dependence 
on UNHCR assistance and heightened vulnerabilities for those 
working in the informal sector.

The livelihood strategy in Tindouf focuses on developing skills 
and facilitating access to financial and productive assets for 
small enterprise development and employment, in addition to 
reinforcing the entrepreneurial ecosystem in camps. UNHCR 
supports production workshops in the camps, including a soap 
factory, sewing workshops, five vocational training centres 
and a business innovation centre. In partnership with the 
Autonomous University of Madrid (UAM), a multi-year strategy 

of 2022-2024 is under implementation to reinforce vocational 
training in the camps. Vocational training centres provide 9-to-
18-month courses in the areas of auto mechanics, electricity, 
carpentry, sewing, and digital media and computers.

With support from UNHCR’s Community Connectivity Fund, 
an Android app was developed to facilitate trade within 
the camps based on a project focused on innovation. The 
app has more than 4,000 users, more than 1,000 items and 
services advertised, and more than 800 businesses have been 
transacted since its launch in April 2020. UNHCR, through 
Danish Refugee Council (DRC), strengthens existing businesses 
and supports the establishment of new businesses by providing 
cash grants which helps to address the expectations of the 
youth in relation to livelihood and self-employment.

Self-reliance

In urban areas, most recognized refugees have little prospect 
of voluntary repatriation due to the situation in their countries of 
origin and or, due to their individual profile (LGBTIQ+, women at 
risk, survivors of torture, etc.). Resettlement remains the most 
appropriate durable solution for most recognized refugees in 
the absence of local integration prospects in Algeria. In 2022, 
departures continued with 20 refugees being resettled as of end 

Durable solutions

of April. UNHCR is promoting and expanding complementary 
pathways. The Algiers office supported eligible refugees to 
apply for master programme scholarships in France as part 
of the project "University for Refugees" (UNIV'R). On 3 April, 
UNHCR in collaboration with Campus France in Algiers hosted 
a workshop for 14 qualified refugees to provide information 
and support them in their application process.

To ensure the effective delivery of humanitarian assistance 
in Tindouf, UNHCR through ARC, maintains a large fleet of 
trucks, namely 49 water and waste management trucks, 18 
light vehicles, nine ambulances and one forklift in addition 
to organizing the delivery of assistance from Oran harbour 
to Tindouf. Through partner ATTSF and Triangle Génération 
Humanitaire (TGH), UNHCR supports the mechanic workshops 
to maintain and repair the Operation fleet including servicing 
more than 30 generators used across the institutions in the 
camps.

Logistics 

For more details, please contact: Marina Villuendas - villuend@unhcr.org  // Eunice Ohanusi - ohanusie@unhcr.org

Working with partners

UNHCR is grateful for the critical support provided by donors who have contributed to Algeria operation : 
France | Germany | Italy | Japan | United States of America | UN Programme on HIV/AIDs. 

and to major donors of unearmarked and softly earmarked funds: Sweden | Norway | Netherlands | Denmark | 
Germany | Private donors Spain | France | Switzerland | Private donors Japan | Belgium | Ireland | Italy 

FOLLOW US
@unhcralgeria
@UNHCR
@Refugees
www.unhcr.org

UNHCR is a member of the UN Country Team (UNCT) and works closely 
with the Algerian Government, WFP, UNICEF, WHO and 13 NGOs: three 
in Algiers and ten in Tindouf.  Algerian Red Crescent (ARC), Association 
Femmes Action et Développement (AFAD), Asociación de Trabajadores 
y Técnicos sin Fronteras (ATTSF), Danish Refugee Council (DRC), Enfants 
Refugiés du Monde (ERM), Green Tea Association, Movement for Peace, 
Disarmament & Liberty (MPDL), Oxfam, Réseau algérien pour la défense des 
droits de l'enfant (NADA), Solidaridad Internacional Andalucía (SI-A), Triangle 
Génération Humanitaire (TGH) and Universidad Autonoma de Madrid (UAM) .

Access to energy 

The cooking needs of the Sahrawi refugees are supported by 
UNHCR through Algerian Red Crescent (ARC) who distributes 
gas cylinder refills to 28,000 households at one cylinder per 
household per month. However, this support covered only 
eleven months in 2021 due to budget limits. In addition, energy-
efficient cooking stoves which are compatible to the cooking 
gas are also provided to the vulnerable households of which 
some 7,585 households received energy cooking stoves out 
of a gap of 14,000 reported since the beginning of 2021.

http://www.unhcr.org
https://www.unhcr.org/innovation/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/InterimReport_17_04_19.pdf

