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HIGHLIGHTS 
• Food security improves in Turkana, but malnutrition remains high in north-eastern Kenya. 
• Conflict in Moyale escalates with more than 21 killed in January; up to 57,000 people displaced, 

some to Ethiopia.  
• Political leaders urge Kenyans to remain calm as the ICC confirms criminal charges against four 

Kenyans for the 2007/08 post-election violence. 
• IEBC concludes public hearings amidst protests from Central Province and Moyale. 

 
I. Situation Overview 
 
Conflict in Moyale district escalated in January with at least 21 people killed, thousands displaced and up to 
57,316 displaced, many of whom have fled to Ethiopia for safety, according to reports from the Kenya Red 
Cross Society (KRCS), UN agencies and media. The KRCS says 48 people have been killed in Moyale since 
October but caution that figures are still being verified. The scale of displacement into Ethiopia is also still 
being verified. The current spate of violent revenge attacks largely involves the Borana and Gabra 
communities. Traditionally inter-clan hostilities over natural resources and livestock thefts have sparked 
killings, but the current violence is tied to future elections and devolved political power under Kenya’s new 
constitution and new constituency boundaries. The National Cohesion and Integration Commission (NCIC) 
says the conflicts should be 
treated as election-related 
violence and called for quick and 
robust response. The NCIC 
stated that visits to Isiolo and 
Moyale established that the 
ongoing conflicts are politically 
motivated in anticipation of the 
2012 election and called for 
urgency in addressing the 
tensions.  
 
The KRCS reports that the 
worst-affected areas include 
Illadu, Kinisa, Mansile, Odha, 
Heilu, Arosa, Funan Nyata 
Butiye and Sessi. The insecurity 
has impacted on humanitarian 
access and has limited the ability 
of operational agencies to 
provide relief and assess 
humanitarian needs. 
 
The Independent Electoral 
Boundaries Commission (IEBC) 
closed a 21-day period of public 
hearings on new electoral 
boundaries and constituencies. 
The public hearings proceeded 
successfully but were marred by 
physical confrontations in 
Muranga and Lagdera 
constituencies where supporters 
from neighbouring communities 
demanded that new boundaries 
be redefined. The IEBC is 
reviewing public feedback and 


