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Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah • Unrest 
Situation Report No. 9 
9 March 2011  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by Cairo 
and New York. It covers the period from 8 March to 9 March. The next report will be issued on or 
around 10 March.  
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• On 9 March, the Emergency Relief Coordinator called on all parties to conflict in Libya to protect 

civilians from harm. This followed reports of heavy fighting and bombardments in western Libya 
resulting in injuries and deaths. 

• The newly appointed UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Libya, Mr. Rashid Khalikov, has arrived in the 
region. 

• IOM and UNHCR report that 246,336 people have left Libya since the crisis began. 
• A total of US$100.4 million has been contributed and $10.5 million pledged from donors. 
• Access to Libya, particularly the west, to review the humanitarian situation is critical. 
• The mass evacuation of Egyptian nationals stranded in Tunisia was completed on 6 March. 

  
II. Situation Overview 

 
The United Nations Under-Secretary-General 
for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency 
Relief Coordinator, Ms. Valerie Amos, called 
on all parties to the conflict in Libya to protect 
civilians. This followed reportedly heavy 
fighting and bombardments in western Libya 
that have resulted in an unknown number of 
injuries and deaths. 
 
“All parties to the conflict in Libya must take 
care to ensure that civilians are protected from 
harm,” she said. “I am deeply concerned 
about the reportedly indiscriminate nature of 
the fighting, and particularly the use of heavy 
artillery and aerial bombardments. We are 
also hearing reports of hospital closures at the 
very time when people most need medical 
care.” 
 
The United Nations is in dialogue with the 
Government of Libya on a humanitarian 
mission that the Foreign Minister of Libya 
agreed to on 6 March. 
 
The newly appointed United Nations 
Humanitarian Coordinator for Libya, Mr. Rashid Khalikov, is in Cairo to meet officials from the Egyptian 
Government, the League of Arab States, United Nations officials and other key humanitarian partners. 
 
The Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) issued a communiqué urging OIC Member States, 
international organizations, and Islamic and international civil society organizations to "move promptly and 
provide necessary and urgent humanitarian assistance to the Libyan people."   
 
IOM and UNHCR highlighted the urgent need to increase the number of long-haul flights. This follows the 
surge in arrivals of third-country nationals on 8 March, with 3,500 new arrivals crossing into Egypt and 2,700 
new arrivals crossing into Tunisia. With no camp or shelter at the Egyptian border, IOM and UNHCR have 
announced that greater priority will be afforded to flights from Egypt in the coming days. 
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IOM’s partnership with UNHCR, DFID and Sweden has led to the repatriation of 4,562 Bangladeshis from 
Egypt and Libya. An additional 3,188 are scheduled to leave by 14 March. On 9 March, 1,167 Bangladeshis 
are planned to be evacuated from Tunis and 205 from Egypt. 
 
The inter-agency website for the Libyan Crisis Humanitarian Response is at: 
http://northafrica.humanitarianresponse.info// 

 
III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER/MIGRATION/POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
 
IOM reports that with the evacuation of Egyptians stranded in Tunisia now complete, the organization is 
focusing on evacuating the large number of Asian and African migrants stranded in Saloum, Egypt. On 8 
March, 1,195 migrants left Egypt, bringing the total assisted by IOM to 2,960.  
 
According to IOM and other field-based organizations, 247,336 people had left Libya as of 9 March. They 
include 134,046 to Tunisia, 104,637 to Egypt, 2,205 to Niger and an estimated 5,448 to Algeria. 
 
Needs:  
Libya: Nothing Significant To Report (NSTR) 
 
Tunisia: 
An estimated 15,000 people remain at the Choucha transit camp, which is some 3.5 km from the Ras Ejdir 
crossing point at the Libya-Tunisia border. The vast majority are Bangladeshis. 
 
The reception and transfer of newly arrived families at the border continues. There are currently 165 families, 
including 70 children and 163 women, at the Choucha camp.  
 
Water and sanitation needs to be improved at the Libyan border with Tunisia. 
 
Egypt:  
Since 26 February, IOM has registered 7,735 migrants stranded at the border without documentation to enter 
Egypt. Sixty-two per cent are Bangladeshi, while others come from Ghana (11 per cent), Mali (6 per cent), 
Nigeria (1 per cent), Philippines (2 per cent), Vietnam (4 per cent), Chad (4 per cent), Sudan (5 per cent) and 
other countries (5 per cent).  
 
Since 22 February, 104,637 people have crossed into Egypt. Initially, those crossing were mostly Egyptian, 
but in recent days that composition has shifted. On 8 March, 70 per cent of the 3,028 people who crossed 
were non-Egyptian, increasing the need for repatriation efforts. 
 
There are fears of outbreaks of acute respiratory infections and diarrhoea among people stranded at the 
Saloum border, as many are sleeping outside in cold conditions. 
 
Niger:  
The IOM shelter at the Dirkou transit camp has a 400-person capacity, yet 1,350 stranded migrants are 
currently receiving food assistance and medical attention. With current increase in flows, the shelter is 
providing assistance to the most vulnerable, including women, children and third-country nationals. 
Remaining groups are currently scattered throughout the town in shaded areas. Food assistance is provided 
on site to all. 
 
Given the location’s remoteness, transport must be coordinated. Current challenges include difficulty in 
organizing military escorts, thus delaying transportation. Movements by land require military escorts, but the 
regional authorities’ demands of $40,000 per movement are blocking IOM’s capacity to provide transport 
assistance.  
 
Response:  
 
Libya:  
NSTR 
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Tunisia: 
Repatriation of migrants stranded at the Libya-Tunisia border continues. As of 8 March, it is estimated that 
more than 80,000 people have returned from Tunisia to their home country through the Djerba airport, Sfax 
and Zarzis ports.  
 
Among confirmed departures, 63,479 were of Egyptian nationality, 9,922 Chinese, 295 Pakistani, 757 
Sudanese, 3,113 Bangladesh, 1,160 Turkish and 670 Vietnamese. 
 
According to UNHCR, some 40,000 Egyptian nationals were transported from Tunisia to Egypt. 
 
UNHCR and IFRC report that they can provide non-food items for up to 30,000 people at the Choucha camp. 
Discussions on a contingency plan for a potential influx of 200,000 people are ongoing. 
 
WFP, in collaboration with the Red Crescent Movement, is providing cooked meals to 7,000 people in 
Choucha camp. The organizations expect to reach 15,000 people in the coming days. 
 
Accommodating families at the transit camp in Ras Ejdir continues. UNICEF has finalized the construction of 
two out of three toilets/shower containers for the families and deployed hygienists. Sanitation coverage has 
doubled in the last 24 hours at the Choucha camp. A total of 3,000 hygiene kits are ready for distribution. 
 
Screening new arrivals for health problems at Ras Ejdir continues. On 7 March, a French military ship 
equipped with a 69-bed hospital and two surgical services docked at Zarsis port. 
 
 
Egypt: 
IOM continues to work with consular officials and Egyptian immigration authorities to provide those stranded 
at the border with the travel documents and authorization required to enter Egypt, and to continue their 
onward journeys. 
 
Since 6 March, WFP food has been released on a daily basis to the Egyptian Red Crescent. At the Saloum 
border, 5,625 beneficiaries have received fortified date bars. 
 
The Ministry of Public Health in Egypt, with WHO, has deployed several mobile clinics at the Saloum border. 
The screening of new arrivals for health problems at Saloum continues. 
 
Niger: Almost 80 per cent of the Dirkou transit camp population are nationals of Niger. Third-country 
nationals are from Burkina Faso, Senegal, Mali, Nigeria, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea-Conakry and Togo. 
Consular authorities are informed locally, or through IOM missions if not represented. 
 
The United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator is working to resolve the problem of military-escort fees.  
 
Gaps & Constraints: 
IOM sources indicate that there are still thousands of foreigners inside Libya who may decide to leave if 
conditions further deteriorate. 
 
Upcoming elections this weekend in Niger will likely prevent movements until next week. 
  

 FOOD SECURITY 
 
Needs:  
A rapid regional assessment of the Middle East and North Africa region is being organized by WFP, FAO, 
UNICEF, UNDP, IOM, CARE International, Save the Children and ACTED. The assessment will look at food-
security needs of people who have crossed the borders from Libya, and also in the areas to where they will 
return. This is also to prepare for joint assessments inside eastern Libya and western Libya, as and when the 
security situation allows. 
 
Response:  
On 9 March, the consignment of 1,182 metric tons of wheat flour from Malta and five trucks carrying 70 
metric tons of fortified date bars from Egypt arrived in Benghazi for pre-positioning. These consignments are 
enough to feed 94,000 beneficiaries for one month and 5,000 beneficiaries for one month, respectively. 
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On 9 March, additional convoys, carrying 73 metric tons of fortified date bars left Cairo for Benghazi. On 10 
March, additional trucks with 128 metric tons of wheat flour, enough to feed 10,183 beneficiaries for one 
month, will also depart for Benghazi 
 
Gaps & Constraints:  
 

 HEALTH 
 
Needs: 
Health facilities inside Libya are overwhelmed by increasing numbers of wounded people resulting from the 
recent intense fighting at Ras Lanuf. The Ajdabiya hospital has reportedly received 52 critically injured 
people.  
 
The Arab Medical Union is requesting six-month salaries for 250 nurses who are urgently needed inside 
Libya.  
 
Response:  
The influx of assistance to health facilities in eastern Libya continues. WHO has dispatched 4,000 doses of 
tetanus toxoid to prevent infections for distribution in hospitals throughout eastern Libya. A system to 
manage emergency medical supplies has been established. 
  
Gaps & Constraints: 
Shortages of nurses and fuel, particularly in eastern Libya, undermine the capacity of health facilities.   
 

 PROTECTION 
 
Needs:  
According to media reports, Government forces have launched an assault on Az Zawiyah using heavy 
artillery. The city was reportedly besieged by tanks from Government forces. Residents reported bullets 
being fired, with women and children being killed and families trapped in their homes.  
 
On 9 March, new air raids by Government forces have been reported in Ras Lanuf. Reports of shelling led to 
a growing concern for the city's gas facilities, which if bombed could spell disaster for people living in the 
area. There were further major blasts in the nearby town of Sidra and reports that an oil facility had been 
blown up.  
 
Eritrean and other sub-Saharan Africans reported that they have fled Libya in fear for their lives. Of concern 
are third-country nationals from Africa stranded at Ras Ejdir crossing point in Tunisia. Some Somalis and 
Eritreans reported that they cannot return to their countries for fear of prosecution. The number of Somalis 
arriving at the transit camp continues to increase. 
  
UNHCR has appealed to the international community to find durable solutions for people from war-torn 
countries, such as Somalia and Eritrea 
 
Response:  
On 9 March, Ms. Valerie Amos, the Emergency Relief Coordinator, called on all Libyan parties to protect 
civilians from harm. 
 
On 8 March, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, António Guterres, and IOM Director 
General William Lacy Swing were in Tunisia to meet the Government and visit the border area. 
. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: NSTR 
 

IV. Coordination 
 
An assessment working group, headed by OCHA, is being established to begin coordinating assessments 
and to launch new assessments of the Libyan crisis. Donors, NGOs, United Nations agencies and Red 
Cross and Red Crescent entities have been invited for a meeting to discuss methodology and assessment 
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tools. The group will begin on Friday in Choucha Camp. The objective is to gather information on the 
situation, areas, and logistics and protection issues inside Libya. 
 
OCHA is coordinating interaction with groups engaged in various forms of mapping. Contact Andrej Verity at 
verity@un.org. 
 
For details of InterAction member agencies and their current activities in response to the situation in Libya, 
visit: www.interaction.org/crisis-list/interaction-members-respond-crisis-libya 
 

V. Funding 
 
According to the Financial Tracking Service, $100.4 million has been contributed and $10.5 million pledged 
from donors in response to the crisis.  
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform the Financial 
Tracking Service of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 
 

VI. Contact 
 
New York: 
Mr. David Carden 
Officer in Charge 
Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 212 963 5699 
E-mail: carden@un.org 
 
Ms. Heidi Kuttab 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Americas & the Caribbean, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East (ACAEME) Section 
Coordination Response Division, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 3365 
E-mail: kuttab@un.org 
 
Ms. Stephanie Bunker 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Public Information Unit, OCHA New York 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 
E-mail: bunker@un.org 
 
Geneva: 
Mr. Thierry Delbreuve 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Tel: +41 (0) 22 917 1688 
E-mail: delbreuve@un.org 
 
Ms. Elisabeth Byrs 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
OCHA Geneva 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653 
byrs@un.org  
 
For more information, please visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 
www.reliefweb.int 
www.irinnews.org 
 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org or visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 
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