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IN NUMBERS1 

5.6 million 
people facing Crisis level food insecurity or worse 
(IPC 3+) in Oct-Dec 2022 
 

214,000 
people facing Catastrophic food insecurity, (IPC 5) in 
Oct-Dec 2022 
 

6.4 million 
people forecasted to face Crisis level food  
insecurity or worse (IPC 3+) in Jan-Mar 2023 
 

1.8 million  
children facing acute malnutrition between Aug 
2022-Jul 2023 
 

4.2 million  
people assisted by WFP with relief assistance in 
November 
 

580,000  
people reached with nutrition support2 in  
November 
 

USD 488 million 
required by WFP for lifesaving relief food and 
nutrition assistance over the next 6 months  

KEY HIGHLIGHTS 
• Latest Food Security Integrated Phase Classification 

(IPC) results indicate that an estimated 5.6 million 

people are facing Crisis or worse food insecurity 

outcomes (IPC Phase 3 or higher) during the October to 

December 2022 period, including 214,000 people facing 

Catastrophic hunger (IPC Phase 5).   

 

• Timely and adequate expansion of coverage by 

humanitarian actors helped avert famine in the last 

quarter of 2022. Sustained assistance remains critical in 

the coming months as mortality rates remain concerning.  

 

• In November, WFP provided relief assistance to 4.2 

million people, and reached 580,000 people with 

nutrition services. 

 

• WFP requires USD 544 million across all activities for 
the next six months (December 2022 to May 2023). This 
includes a shortfall of USD 488 million for lifesaving 
relief food and nutrition assistance in this period.  

SITUATION UPDATE 

The latest Food Security Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) 

assessment results released in December indicate that an 

estimated 5.6 million people (33 percent of the Somali 

population) are facing Crisis or worse food insecurity 

outcomes (IPC Phase 3 and above) in the October to 

December 2022 period. This includes an estimated 214,000 

people facing Catastrophic hunger (IPC Phase 5).  

Compounding food insecurity, 1.8 million children (over half 

of Somalia’s under 5 population) are estimated to suffer from 

acute malnutrition through July 2023. 514,000 of them are 

likely to be facing life-threatening severe malnutrition. 

Forecasts for the period between January to March 2023 

warn of possible increase in the number of acute food 

insecurity reaching up to 6.4 million people (IPC Phase 3 and 

above), of which 322,000 are likely to face Catastrophic 

hunger (IPC Phase 5).  

In September 2022, the Famine Review Committee (FRC) 

identified a risk of famine for several population groups in 

Bay Region contingent on insufficient scale-up of 

humanitarian assistance, intensified insecurity, and further 

worsening of drought conditions. Timely and adequate scale 

up and expansion of coverage by humanitarian actors in 

Somalia helped avert famine in the last quarter of 2022. The 

situation remains critical as mortality rates remain 

concerning and have been elevated for months while lives 

1 Data reconciliation ongoing, therefore subject to change. 
2 Nutrition figures comprise of all treatment and prevention-based nutrition 
support. 

IPC Acute Food Insecurity (Oct-Dec 2022) 
Source: Somalia IPC and risk analysis, Issued in Dec 2022 
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and livelihoods are still being impacted by the drought 

crisis. 

Longer-term investment in recovery and resilience is 

key to ensure the next climate shock does not bring 

Somalia back to the brink of disaster. With the country 

facing its longest drought in over 40 years, it will be 

critical to invest in recovery for the millions of people 

whose livelihoods have been damaged or destroyed by 

the drought – including in areas where conflict makes 

access difficult.  

WFP Response 

FIRST LINE ASSISTANCE  

WFP is delivering first line assistance to vulnerable 

populations as part of its ongoing access expansion to 

hard-to-reach areas and for new IDP arrivals in formal 

and informal settlements across the country. This 

initiative aims to provide immediate assistance on a no

-regrets basis to extremely vulnerable individuals at 

first contact.  

In November, over 104,000 people received first line 

assistance across 13 districts, namely Baidoa rural, 

Buur Hakaba, Ceel Buur, Haradhere, Bulu Burte, 

Jalalaqsi, Jamaame, Kurtunwararey, Hudur, Beletweyne 

(Mataban area), Dinsor, Wajid, Qansax Dheere, 

bringing total coverage to over 236,000 people since 

inception in September. By November, over half the 

people reached with first line assistance have been 

registered on SCOPE and will receive WFP’s regular 

relief assistance going forward. 

Despite logistical and security constraints, WFP is 

expanding nutrition treatment services in hard-to-

reach districts by working with existing WFP partners 

and leveraging on UNICEF’s existing presence. By 

November, WFP provided curative nutrition support to 

over 2,100 people in four hard-to-reach districts, 

namely Bulu Burte (Maxas), Jalalaqsi, Haradhere and 

Ceel Buur. 

EMERGENCY FOOD ASSISTANCE 

As the drought crisis has deepened, WFP has been 

working to ramp up its response. The relief assistance 

provided by WFP helps address the essential food and 

non-food needs of the most vulnerable households, 

contributes towards famine prevention and deters 

people from resorting to negative crisis coping 

practices. By the end of November, WFP served over 

4.2 million people with relief assistance, of which over 

3.4 million people received cash transfers and 727,000 

people received in-kind support, with plans to expand 

and maintain assistance to 4.5 million people in the 

coming months. Total cash distributed under the relief 

programme was USD 51 million, almost half of which 

was provided as mobile money. The volume of in-kind 

commodities was around 9,879 MT. A majority of 

WFP’s beneficiaries received cash-based transfers 

which empowered people with choice when 

purchasing food items and contributed to 

strengthening of local markets, while also allowing for 

dignity, transparency, and efficiency during distribution 

cycles.  

NUTRITION 

WFP’s nutrition support focuses on providing tailored 

nutrition packages, comprising specialized nutritious 

food commodities for life-saving treatment and 

prevention of acute malnutrition for children aged 6-59 

months, pregnant and lactating women and TB/HIV 

patients. 580,000 people received WFP’s treatment and 

malnutrition prevention support in November, with 

2,070 MT of nutritious food commodities provided.  

Of this total, 483,000 people received treatment-based 

nutrition support which in turn protected them from 

severe wasting and created channels for continuous 

monitoring and care. Nutrition prevention activities, 

suspended in the second quarter of 2022, were 

resumed in September. 97,000 people2 received 

malnutrition prevention support in November. At-risk 

population groups also received social and behaviour 

change communication, including messages on diverse 

diets, infant and young child feeding practices and 

health and hygiene, which aimed to improve 

nutritional status and community resilience.  

WFP plans to maintain its nutrition assistance at scale 

to continue the monthly provision of nutrition support 

to at least 450,000 people over the coming months.  

SCHOOL FEEDING  

An estimated 2.4 million school-aged children have 

been affected by the drought across the country. 

Among these, 1.7 million school-aged children are 

already out of school, while an additional 720,000 

children attending school in 2021/22 are at risk of 

dropping out as more families get displaced by 

drought or can no longer afford the cost of schooling. 

Children (especially girls) are being kept at home to 

help with domestic chores and care for livestock.  As a 

strategy to address such needs and issues, WFP is 

implementing home-grown school feeding which 

encourages families to send children to school, 

promotes continuity of education, improves learning 

outcomes and helps meet nutrition requirement of 

vulnerable schoolchildren even at times of crisis. WFP 

resumed school feeding activities in August and 

reached around 96,000 people in November, including 

children in drought affected areas.  

School feeding programmes also serve as an essential 

safety net during emergencies for school children and 

their families, as well as for school support staff who 

receive cash-based transfers as a form of income 

support while they prepare meals for children in WFP-

supported schools. In addition to improving overall 

health and nutrition of children, daily school meals are 

pivotal in sustaining enrolment and attendance rates, 

which further prevent schools from closing.  

 3 Nutrition prevention beneficiary number after removing minor 
overlaps is around 93,000. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freliefweb.int%2Freport%2Fsomalia%2Fsomalia-drought-crisis-education-snapshot-july-2022&data=05%7C01%7Cozal.pradhan%40wfp.org%7Caf6182b5db974ea8a36308dae36b8d46%7C462ad9aed7d94206b87471b1e079776
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freliefweb.int%2Freport%2Fsomalia%2Fsomalia-drought-crisis-education-snapshot-july-2022&data=05%7C01%7Cozal.pradhan%40wfp.org%7Caf6182b5db974ea8a36308dae36b8d46%7C462ad9aed7d94206b87471b1e079776
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UNHAS  

The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 

provides critical air services to help humanitarian actors 

reach the most in need, including in hard-to-reach and 

drought-affected areas. In November, UNHAS 

transported 2,196 passengers and over 89 MT of relief 

items and urgent cargo to 14 regular destinations and 9 

ad-hoc locations, including drought-affected and other 

priority areas across Somalia.  

UNHAS has also deployed a helicopter to deliver 

supplies and transport passengers to hard-to-reach 

locations where fixed-wings aircrafts cannot land. 

UNHAS in collaboration with Logistics Cluster 

transported 30.8 MT of food and urgent relief items to 

Qansax Dheere, Bulu Burte, Buur Hakaba, and 

Afmadow. 

LOGISTICS CLUSTER  

The Logistics Cluster continues to strengthen the 

operational capacity of partners to effectively implement 

famine prevention interventions. In November, the 

Cluster facilitated the transportation of over 138 MT of 

cargo to six locations on behalf of seven partners. So far 

in 2022, the Cluster has facilitated the transport of over 

1,259.4 MT of cargo reaching 28 locations on behalf of 

15 partners. 

Humanitarian access remains a concern due to 

insecurity, especially in areas under the control of 

armed non-state actors, creating high dependency on 

airlifts and increasing the cost and complexity of 

logistics operations.    

FOOD SECURITY CLUSTER 

The Food Security Cluster (FSC) focuses on two major 

pillars, lifesaving food assistance to meet the immediate 

needs of the most food insecure populations and 

livelihood assistance to protect livelihoods and support 

the restoration of community productive assets. In 

November, FSC partners assisted almost 5.2 million 

people as part of famine prevention efforts – 81 percent 

of which was WFP’s coverage. 

EMERGENCY 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

CLUSTER 

The Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) was 

formally activated in Somalia in September with the 

objective of facilitating the enhancement and expansion 

of common ICT services for UN agencies and partners in 

support of the humanitarian system-wide scale-up and 

support the establishment of field based interagency 

hubs for the delivery of humanitarian assistance. 

ETC activities in Somalia have been put on hold after the 

conclusion of the ETC Coordinator’s mission on 31 

October with funding for the cluster still not secured. 

USD 750,000 is urgently required to implement critical 

upgrades to the radio security communications 

infrastructure and expand the services to three 

additional locations over an initial period of three 

months. 

RESOURCING OUTLOOK  

WFP thanks all donors who have generously supported 

the people of Somalia with increased contributions for 

the famine prevention response.  The overall funding 

gap for WFP Somalia’s Country Strategic Plan over the 

next six months stands at USD 544.1 million, 

representing 63 percent of requirements. WFP’s funding 

gap for emergency food and nutrition assistance over 

the next six months is USD 488 million, amounting to 66 

percent of requirements.  

With currently available resources, WFP’s cash-based 

transfer requirements for emergency food assistance 

are covered though December 2022. The in-kind food 

pipeline is covered through June 2023. WFP’s nutrition 

treatment programmes are fully funded through June 

2023, with global supply chain production shortfalls 

closely monitored and managed to avert a break in 

supplies. Significant gaps remain for nutrition 

prevention activities, and WFP Somalia is supporting a 

reduced caseload through in kind support and cash for 

nutrition pilot.  
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OUR DONORS 

El-Khidir Daloum, Representative and Country Director 

Laura Turner, Deputy Country Director 

Muriel Calo, Deputy Head of Programme 

Ozal Pradhan, Operational Information Management 

https://www.wfp.org/emergencies/somalia-emergency 

For more information 


