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Zimbabwe 
June 2022 

Food Security and Markets Monitoring Report 

Highlights 

 

The price of basic commodities increased by an average of 31% in ZWL terms and decreased by 3% in 

USD terms when compared to May 2022.  Inflation continues to escalate by 30.7% in June 2022. The 

Food poverty line and total consumption poverty line are reported to be increasing rapidly without a 

matching increase in incomes resulting in  worsening vulnerabilities and food insecurity (ZIMSTA and 

World Bank, 2022).   

Challenges being faced in accessing fertilizer mainly as a result of sharp price increases is likely to 

negatively impact production of the winter cropping season and the 2022/23 agricultural season. The 

price of a 50kg bag of AN fertiliser increased by 71% to an average USD94 by end of June 2022 

compared to USD 55 during the previous cropping season.  

The lifting of import duties on prioritized basic food and non-food commodities in response to emerging 

shortages will cushion some household groups, but access for poorer households will likely remain 

constrained. Although the ZIMVAC RLA 2022 indicate slight improvements in the food consumption 

patterns, it also projects deterioration of food security situation in the country, as measured by access 

to cereals, from 27% in 2021 and 38% during the peak hunger period i.e. January to March 2023.  

Situation Update 

Inflation continues on an upward trend - in June, headline inflation 

closed at 192% up from 132%, food inflation closed at 225% up from 

155%, and monthly inflation gained 9.7% from the previous month 

to close at 30.7%.  

Fuel prices in USD terms increased by 5% and 8% percent for petrol 

and diesel, respectively; 37% in ZWL terms for both petrol and diesel 

and remains the highest in the region  

Maize grain availability remains very low in both rural  and urban 

markets at 2% and 9% respectively . Maize meal was available in 

68% of the monitored rural markets and in 74% of the urban 

According to the WFP HungerMap LIVE,  the number of estimated 

people with insufficient food consumption increased from 5.16 to 

5.4 million in the 3 month period ending in the first week of July 

2022.  

Between May and June 2022, the average cost of a minimum food 

basket in rural areas decreased by 3% in USD terms and increased 

by 31% in ZWL terms, on the other hand in urban areas increasing 

by 8% and 45% in USD and ZWL terms respectively. 

According to the latest IPC-compatible analysis conducted by 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET), the below 

average 2021/22 crop production and macroeconomic instability 

are likely to increase the proportion of households experiencing 

Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes by July/August 2022.  
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According to HungerMap LIVE, the estimated number of people with insufficient 

food consumption increased by 0.24 million from 5.16 million to 5.4 million in the 

last three months, while those resorting to crisis and above food-based coping 

strategies increased from 7.6 million people to 8.0 million during the same period. 

The prevalence of insufficient consumption and consumption-based coping still 

remains higher than typical during the post-harvest period. Currently, the highest 

estimated prevalence of insufficient consumption is in Matabeleland North (50% of 

the population up from 37%), followed by Masvingo and Mashonaland West (41%) 

and Manicaland (36%), see Figure 1. 

 

For most households, coping livelihood strategies have remained constrained and 

below typical. Food crop sales are non-existent in deficit-producing areas, while sales 

are marginal in surplus-producing areas. In all the provinces save for Masvingo, 

Bulawayo and Manicaland, the estimated prevalence of households employing 

‘crisis’ or ‘above-crisis’ food-based coping has increased over the three months, see 

Figure 2.  

 

According to the latest IPC compatible analysis conducted by Famine Early Warning 

Systems Network (FEWSNET), below average crop production and macroeconomic 

instability are expected to drive the emergence of Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes by 

July/August in typically deficit-producing areas and those worst affected by poor 

performance of the rainfall season, marking an early onset of the 2022/23 lean 

season. In surplus-producing areas, near-average harvests in 2021/22 and 2020/21 

carryover stocks will likely result in continued Minimal (IPC Phase 1) outcomes 

throughout the outlook period. Stressed (IPC Phase 2) outcomes will continue in 

relatively less productive parts of surplus-producing areas and urban areas through 

January 2023.  

Macroeconomic instability, marked by spiking parallel market currency exchange 

rates, will likely remain a prime driver of rapidly increasing headline inflation. 

Imported and domestic inflation and continued depreciation of the local currency 

are contributing to below-average household purchasing power thereby increasing 

the proportion of households experiencing challenges in meeting their basic food 

needs.  

Food and nutrition security situation 
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Figure 1: Prevalence of insufficient food consumption 

Figure 2: Prevalence of food-based coping, March—June 2022 

https://hungermap.wfp.org/
https://fews.net/southern-africa/zimbabwe/food-security-outlook-update/april-2022
https://fews.net/southern-africa/zimbabwe/food-security-outlook-update/april-2022
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Macro-economic situation 

Inflation continues to escalate with the month on month inflation increasing by 9.7 percentage points from 21% in May to 30.7% in June 2022. The year-on-year 

inflation rate also continued on an upward trajectory with both headline and food inflation based on the ZWL increasing from 132% to 192% and from 155% to 225%, 

respectively (Figure 3). According to the Zimbabwe National Statistics Agency (ZIMSTAT) during the month of June, the Total Consumption Poverty Line (TCPL) for one 

person rose to ZW$18,425 with food needs accounting for a total 75% ($13 8750) of the costs and this translates to a monthly cost of living for a family of six of 

ZW$110,550. The continued increase in the cost of living in the face of salary stagnation lead to reduced economic active in the informal sector and is likely to continue 

negatively impacting and exacerbating vulnerabilities among low-income and resource constrained urban and rural households whose income is mainly in ZWL and 

have limited access to foreign currency.  

 

Compared to other SADC countries, the inflation rate in Zimbabwe remains higher than the rest of the SADC members. The nation with headline inflation above 50% 

(currently 192%) which is indicative of internal causes of inflation spikes over and above imported inflation.  

 

According to illustration given in Figure 4 the ZWL continue to loose value against the USD on both the official and parallel money exchange markets. During the last 

RBZ auction of June the ZWL was trading at ZWL379.23 against USD, which is 21% higher than the month of May whilst on the parallel market it was trading at ZWL710 

to the USD which was 54% higher than in May. 

 

In June 2022, the gap between the official and parallel market exchange rate increased from 52% to 94% due to a sharp increase in percentage change in the parallel 

market exchange rate against a decline rate of change in the official market. This percentage increase in the parallel market rate during the month of June is  the 

highest in the past 12 months and is  indicative of distortions in market prices which will most likely  promote speculative behaviour.  

Figure 3: Inflation rates  
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Figure 4: Percentage Changes in Exchange Rates USD : ZWL  
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WFP/Photographer 

Rural market performance update: a review of availability and prices of basic food basket commodities (ZWL and USD) 
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Figure 5: Rural ZWL percentage change  Figure 6: Rural USD percentage change  

Maize grain availability was very low 

(2%) most likely due to a combination of 

below normal harvest and the 

mandatory restrictions by the 

government directing all grain to be sold 

to the Grain Marketing Board.  

The price of maize grain in June was 
ZWL106.86/kg which is 240% higher 
than the price same time last year 
(ZWL43.34/kg).  

  

Unrefined maize meal availability 

increased in rural markets to 68%, 

probably in anticipation of increased 

demand due to the poor harvest by 

communal households.  

Unrefined maize meal was selling at an 

average price of ZWL221.89/kg (similar 

to May). The current price is 312% 

higher when compared to last year most 

likely due to inflationary pressures in the 

current year. 

    Sugar beans availability was 59% in 

June. This was a nine percentage points 

increase from April, with the slight 

increase likely due to the current harvest 

period.  

The average price of the commodity 

remained the same at ZWL635.44.80./

kg. The current price for the commodity 

is 142% higher when compared to last 

year.                                                                                                 

Vegetable oil was available in 93% of 

the monitored markets.  

The commodity was selling at an 

average price of ZWL1147.62/L which is 

31% higher than the price in May 2022.  

The price is 434% higher than the price 

in the past year. 

Between May and June 2022, the cost of a basic food basket in monitored rural markets increased by 31% in ZWL terms and decreased by 3% in USD 

terms. Over the last year, the cost has increased by an average of 129% in ZWL terms and by 9% in USD. When compared to last month, maize grain saw 

the greatest price rise—increasing by 180% and could be explained by both movements in exchange rates and unavailability of the commodity on the 

markets. Vulnerable households from deficit producing areas are likely  to be facing financial challenges in accessing the commodity as a result of the 

sharp price increases. 
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Urban market performance update: a review of availability and prices of basic food basket commodities (ZWL and USD) 
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Figure 7: Urban ZWL percentage change  Figure 8: Urban USD percentage change  

Maize grain was available in 9% of the 

monitored markets. The slight decrease 

in availability could be due to 

preference for maize meal and the 

maize grain movement and selling 

restrictions by the government.   

Maize grain was selling at an average 

price of ZWL147.23/kg (34% higher than 

in May). The current price is 379% 

higher than the price in the past year.  

 

 Unrefined maize meal was available 

in 74% of the markets which is 

comparable to last month.  

The average price of maize meal in 

urban markets was ZWL284.27/kg (47% 

higher than in May) and 420% higher 

than one year ago.   

 

 

 

Sugar beans availability remained 

stable at an average of 88%.  

The average price for sugar beans in 

urban markets in June was 

ZWL1003.17/kg (46% higher than in 

May) and represents an increase of 

282% when compared to one year ago.  

 

 

 

 Vegetable oil supply remained high 

across all urban domains and the 

commodity was reported available in 

84% of monitored markets.  

The average price of vegetable oil 

increased by 53% to ZWL1149.17/kg in 

June 2022.  

The price is 567% higher than the price 

in the past year. 

The price of basic food commodities in ZWL terms increased by an average of 45% when compared to May and 412% when compared to last year. In 

USD terms, the average cost of a basic food basket increased by 8% in June and the highest price increase was for vegetable oil (53% in ZWL and by 

17% in USD) during the reporting period, and by 567% in ZWL and 58% in USD compared to same time last year.     
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The price of diesel in ZWL was pegged at ZWL699.62/L an increase of 37% from ZWL499.56/L in May while petrol was at ZWL659.80/L about 37% up from ZWL481.02/

LZWL499.56/L in May 2022. In USD terms  the price of diesel increased by 8% at US$1.88/L8% from US$1.74/L and increased by 5% for petrol at US$1.77 from US$1.68/L 

when compared to May 2022. The prices in ZWL represent a 389% and 342% increase for diesel and petrol respectively when compared to the same time last year. In 

USD terms the respective percentage increases from the same time last year are 39% and 31%. 

Fertilizer access is most like to negatively impact production during the 2022/23 agricultural season as prices have gone up significantly with a bag of AN costing USD94 

by end of June 2022 compared USD 55 the previous year. In terms of the ZWL, on year to year basis AN and Compound D fertilizers have increased by 832% and 482% 

respectively and in USD terms both fertilizers have increased by approximately 120%.  

Fuel and Fertilizer prices (USD and ZWL) 

Non-food commodities (USD and ZWL) 
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Laundry and bathing soap were available in 81% and 

87% of the monitored markets respectively.  Laundry 

soap was selling at an average price of ZWL754.11/

bar which is 27% lower than May; the USD price 

increased by 15% from $1.63/bar to $1.84/bar. 

Bathing soap price increased by 36% in ZWL terms 

from ZWL301.95/250g to ZWL411.65/250g and 

remained stable in USD at US$0.91/250g. 

Other basic food commodities (USD and ZWL) 

Rice and salt availability remained at 100%, whilst sugar was available in 90% of monitored markets, an increase from 84% reported in May. Kapenta availability 

dropped from 76% to 68%. In USD terms, prices remained fairly stable for sugar and kapenta and increased by 8% and 15% for rice and salt respectively. 

 

In ZWL terms, prices for these four commodities increased by an average of 38% with the steepest increase recorded for salt at an average of 56%. The average price 

of rice increased by 43%, that of sugar by 26% and that of kapenta increased by 27%. The price increases in ZWL terms are most likely due to the negative forces in the 

market including international trade disruptions, inflation at its highest levels in more than a year and the dual pricing system with wholesalers preferring payments in 

USD against stagnant incomes.  (Table 1).   

Table 1: Availability and prices of other commodities in June 2022 

Commodity May June
Avail % 

change
May ($) June ($) % change $ May (ZWL) June (ZWL) % change ZWL

Rice Urban 100% 100% 0% $0.96 $1.04 8% 326.53 467.58 43%

Salt Urban 100% 100% 0% $0.52 $0.60 15% 173.5 271.12 56%

Sugar Urban 84% 90% 7% $1.33 $1.32 -1% 466.34 588.05 26%

Kapenta Urban 76% 68% -11% $10.39 $10.52 1% 3926 4986.25 27%

Availability Price in USD Price in ZWL
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Data for this reporting period was collected between 1-30 

June 2022 and is based on interviews with 157 traders, in 

both rural and urban districts. 60% of the interviews were 

conducted remotely whilst 40% were face-to-face.  

 

Checking availability at market level: If a trader reports 

having sold a commodity within the last week, the 

commodity is considered available in their respective 

market. Availability at country-level (district-level) is 

calculated as the share of markets with commodity 

availability across the country (across districts). Missing 

data indicate that none of the interviewed traders generally 

trades the commodity. For the full harmonized markets 

monitoring database, please visit: Economic: Prices - 

Dataviz | WFP - VAM.  

 

The harmonised markets monitoring initiative is conducted 

by WFP in partnership with members of the National Cash 

Assistance Working Group (NCWG). 

Methodology 
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Francesca Erdelmann, WFP Representative and Country Director  Francesca.Erdelmann@wfp.org 

Sasha Guyetsky, Head of Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM)        Sasha.Guyetsky@wfp.org 

Maria Gallar, Head of External Relations                          Maria.Gallar@wfp.org 

 

Website:  wfp.org/countries/zimbabwe  

Twitter: twitter.com/WFP_Zimbabwe 

WFP HungerMap LIVE:    hungermap.wfp.org 

Latest newsletter: June 2022 

For further information 

https://dataviz.vam.wfp.org/economic_explorer/prices
https://dataviz.vam.wfp.org/economic_explorer/prices
https://www.wfp.org/countries/zimbabwe
https://twitter.com/WFP_Zimbabwe
https://hungermap.wfp.org/
https://mailchi.mp/20e9ac153206/wfp-in-zimbabwe-february2022-13814536?e=%5bUNIQID%5d

