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Situation Report #7 

Highlights 

• 13 million people are now food insecure and in need of 

support across Northern Ethiopia, where a protracted period 

of limited humanitarian assistance and populations being 

displaced by conflict is making an already dire situation worse.  

 

• WFP is pushing supplies into the three regions at scale – WFP 

and partners have managed to transport over 100,000 mt of 

humanitarian supplies to the Tigray Region since convoys 

restarted on 1 April.  

 

 
Over 8.4 million food 
baskets distributed 
since the start of WFP’s 
response. 

195,000 mothers and 
children received 
nutritionally fortified food 
from WFP in May.  

 

13 million people in 

need of food assistance 

in Northern Ethiopia. 

 

74,000 refugees 

receiving monthly food 

assistance from WFP. 

 

297 WFP staff have 

been deployed to 

Northern Ethiopia. 

Northern Ethiopia 

Emergency Response  
 

Situation Update 
 

A year and a half into the conflict, over 13 million people are now in need of food assistance in Northern Ethiopia: 4.8 million in the Tigray 

Region, 1.2 million in the Afar Region and over 7 million in the Amhara Region.  

 

94 percent of Afar’s Zone 2 and 4 were severely food insecure, and over a third of households reported their children had been admitted 

to health facilities due to food scarcity, according to WFP’s Emergency Food Security Assessment conducted in January and February. Of 

these households, 3 percent reported their children died due to malnutrition. In conflict affected zones of Amhara, the assessment showed 

the highest prevalence of food insecurity in the Wag Hamra and North Wollo zones, which were both under Tigray forces’ control for about 

five months prior to the survey.  

 

Meanwhile in Tigray, 83 percent of the population are food insecure and struggle to find enough to eat – with 50 percent of pregnant and 

breastfeeding women malnourished. WFP is currently conducting another Emergency Food Security Assessment in the region, with results 

expected to be available in mid-July.  

 

WFP and partners have been scaling-up operations in Northern Ethiopia since the Government announced a humanitarian truce in 

March. WFP-led convoys have been flowing at pace into Tigray over the past ten weeks - making largescale deliveries of 100,000 mt food 

and other lifesaving humanitarian supplies on behalf of partners. Since convoys restarted, WFP has been able to reach 620,000 people 

with emergency food assistance in the region, many of whom had not received any form of food assistance for over eight months. 

 

Meanwhile, food deliveries continue on track in Afar and Amhara – where WFP is preparing to start 2022’s Round 2 distributions to 

630,000 and 650,000 people, respectively. To continue delivering humanitarian assistance at scale to affected populations, WFP needs the 

full, unfettered movement of supplies across control lines. This includes the opening of another two corridors into Tigray - the most 

effective way to maximize the delivery of relief items across Northern Ethiopia. 
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Food Assistance  

• Since the start of operations in March 2021 WFP has provided more than 8.4 million food baskets to 4.4 million people of the 

most vulnerable conflict-affected people across in Northern Ethiopia, enabling them populations to meet their immediate food 

needs.  

• In the Afar Region, WFP completed its fifth Round of food distributions last week, reaching all 630,400 people targeted. WFP is 

preparing to begin the next round in the coming days.  

• In the Amhara Region, WFP completed 2022’s Round 1 distributions in mid-May on time, and within the six-week round cycle, 

reaching all of the 650,000 people targeted. WFP and partners officially launched 2022’s Round 2 last week, with distributions 

to 650,000 people in the North Gondar zone set to begin in the coming days.   

• In the Tigray Region, despite Round 3 distributions being stretched for seven months, far past the standard six-week cycle, WFP 

has reached only 67 percent of its target (1.4 million of 2.13 million people). 

• WFP is also providing food assistance to 74,000 refugees staying at camps in Northern Ethiopia: 47,000 in the Afar Region, 

13,500 in the Tigray Region and 13,500 in the Amhara Region. Due to funding constraints, WFP has had to cut food rations to 

710,000 refugees in camps across Ethiopia.  
 

Nutrition Assistance 

• Across Northern Ethiopia, WFP implements nutrition activities for children under five years of age and pregnant and 

breastfeeding women and girls to treat and prevent moderate acute malnutrition through a targeted supplementary feeding 

programme (TSFP) and a blanket supplementary feeding programme (BSFP), respectively. Targeted supplementary feeding 

programmes ensure a continuum of care for women and children with moderate acute malnutrition, while also preventing a 

surge in severe acute malnutrition and its associated risk of mortality for children.  

• In the Afar Region, WFP reached 73,000 women and children through the BSFP and 54,000 through the TSFP in March, while In 

April, WFP reached 40,000 women and children through the BSFP and 31,000 through the TSFP. In May, WFP reached 47,000 

women and children through the TSFP. The BSFP was not operating in the region in May due to insufficient funding.  

• In the Amhara Region, WFP reached 99,000 women and children through the BSFP and 120,000 women and children through 

the TSFP in March, while In April, WFP reached 13,000 women and children through the BSFP and 34,000 through the TSFP. In 

May, WFP reached 9,000 women and children through the BSFP and 78,000 through the TSFP. 

• In the Tigray Region, WFP was only able to reach 47,000 of the 56,000 women and children targeted through the TSFP in 

February due to a lack of nutrition supplies and fuel in the region. WFP had to reduce its target from 104,000 to 56,000 women 

and children in February when nutrition supplies and fuel stocks were at an all-time low. Through both March and April 

distributions, WFP was only able to reach 20 percent of this target as a result of these shortages. In May, WFP was able to reach 

61,000 of the 165,700 targeted, thanks to the influx of supplies into the region.  

 

Operations in Northern Ethiopia  
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Supply Chain and Operations  

• During March and April, WFP dispatched 6,143 mt of food to Zones 2 and 4 in the region for distribution in 2021’s Round 5. In 

early May, WFP was able to restart dispatches to Zone 2 of the Afar Region after nearly one month’s pause due to insecurity 

and delayed clearances. WFP has since completed all dispatches for Round 5.  

• In the Amhara Region, WFP completed all food dispatches for 2022’s Round 1 distributions during March and April. WFP began 

dispatching Round 2 commodities in the first week of June.  

• Since convoys to the Tigray Region restarted on 1 April 2022, 1,035 WFP trucks have arrived in Mekelle carrying 40,800 mt of 

food for WFP.  

• Since banking services are unavailable in the Tigray Region, the Government of Ethiopia permits humanitarian agencies to send 

a maximum of ETB 2.5 million (US $48,300) in cash on UNHAS flights twice a week – limiting their ability to operate. While WFP 

has been authorized to transport ETB 3.5 million (US $66,900) in cash each week for last several months, as it is now scaling up 

its operations in the region its needs for cash have increased. It is now critical that WFP is allowed to transport ETB 5 million 

(US$ 95,600) on each UNHAS flight. 

• However, since 21 May only 275,000 litres of fuel have been cleared and transported into the region for WFP – around half of 

the 530,000 litres needed to deliver the current food stocks. This has severely limited capacity to distribute the food it now has 

available in the region.  

Food Cluster 

• In the Amhara Region, WFP, the EDRMC and JEOP reached over 1 million people through Round 3 distributions, 4 million people 

through Round 4 distributions, and 10.4 million through Round 5 distributions. In 2022’s Round 1, WFP and JEOP reached 

770,000 people – 82 percent of the 931,000 target. Partners began 2022’s Round 2 distributions in the first week of June and is 

conducting final discussions on the number of people who will be targeted in the round.  

• In the Afar Region, WFP and the EDRMC are undergoing Round 5 distributions, reaching 992,000 people so far – 58 percent of 

the 1.7 million target. WFP has completed its distributions under this round. Through Round 4 distributions, which closed in 

March, WFP was the only food partner operating in the region. It reached 534,000 people in the round.  

• In the Tigray Region, WFP and the Joint Emergency Operation for Food Assistance in Ethiopia have reached 5.7 million people 

through Round 1 distributions, 5.6 million people through Round 2 distributions and 2.2 million through Round 3 distributions 

(which has stretched since October 2021, far beyond the six-week round cycle, due to lack of fuel and food stocks). Due to a 

lack of cash, fuel and humanitarian cargo, many partners have had to suspend their operations or operate on credit. 

 

Logistics Cluster  

• Since convoys to the Tigray Region restarted on 1 April 2022, Logistics Cluster partners have transported 90,000 mt of food 

and 12,000 mt of other humanitarian cargo to the region. This is significant progress, as 90,000 mt of food is enough to feed 

5.1 million people for one month. However, since 2 April, only 808,000 litres of fuel have been transported into the region for 

all humanitarian operations – even though partners require 2 million litres each month – including the fuel required to deliver 

incoming fertilizer supplies.  

• WFP is also coordinating and operating airlifts of lifesaving medical and nutrition supplies into the Tigray Region, through the 

Logistics Cluster and United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS). In the absence of road access to the region between 

December 2021 and April 2022, 700 mt of medical and nutrition supplies have been airlifted for 27 partners. WFP is still 

conducting smaller-scale airlifts, transporting 92 mt of humanitarian cargo in May.  

• In March, the Logistics Cluster increased its storage capacity in Addis Ababa by installing two Mobile Storage Units (MSUs) in 

the compound of its Kality warehouse. This warehouse offers an additional 640 m2 of storage capacity in addition to the 2,800 

m2 already available in Addis Ababa. In April, the Logistics Cluster provided 10 MSUs to the Ethiopian Disaster Risk 

Management Commission which will be used to store humanitarian cargo in the North Wollo and Wag Harma zones of the 

Amhara Region. Each MSU can store 320m2 of cargo. 

• As of 7 June, the Logistics Cluster had 3,700 mt of humanitarian cargo stored within the Tigray, Afar and Amhara regions. 
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Funding Outlook 

• An unprecedented funding gap means that 
humanitarian food assistance to millions of people 
across Northern Ethiopia is uncertain. If WFP 
doesn’t receive additional funding, we will begin 
running out of food next month. WFP’s Northern 
Ethiopia response urgently requires US $219 million 
to deliver assistance over the next six months. 

Donors (in alphabetical order): 

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, the UN Central 
Emergency Response Fund, the Ethiopian 
Humanitarian Fund, France, Germany, Japan, 
Luxembourg, Norway, South Korea, the Strategic 
Resource Allocation Committee, the United Arab 
Emirates, the United Kingdom and the United States 
of America. 

 

Net Funding Requirements (June - November 2022) 

 

US $219 million  

Activity 1 (General Food 

Distributions) 

US $104 million 

Activity 2 (Nutrition Activities) US $113 million 

Logistics Cluster and Services US $2 million  

 

Contacts 

Claude Jibidar, WFP Ethiopia Representative & Country Director 

Adrian Vanderknaap, WFP Ethiopia Deputy Country Director 

Alycan Mushayabasa, Food Cluster Coordinator 

Adrienne Bolen, Reports Officer 

For further information, visit: 

www.wfp.org/countries/Ethiopia 
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