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Disclaimer:
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply
official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. For inquiries please contact
the Protection Information Management Officer; Email: alsalmam@unhcr.org.

IDP Information Center: 4% of 53 5calls received from returnees were
from Anbar. The most popular flagged issues were:

Governmental issues (grants, compensation on damaged properties, ..etc)

Other issues (Food, WASH, Shelter/NFI)

Protection issues

Emergency Livelihoods

Cash assistance41%

10%

17%

15%
1 Anbar Provincial Council recognized Khaldiyah and Ameriyat al -Falluja as distinct districts, however, this administrative division   
has not yet been endorsed by the Iraqi Parliament.
2 Figures include only the number of returnees registered in the MoMD database, as the MoMD's unregistered returnees' figures 
for July are yet to be updated.
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Protection Concerns Ramadi Heet
Fal luja/Garm

a
Haditha Rutba Khaldiyah1 Amiriyat Al -
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Reported Violations of principles relating to return movements (including non-discrimination 

in the right of return, as well as voluntariness, safety and dignity of return movements)  

Security incidents resulting in death/injury in return area (including assault, murder, conflict-

related casualties)   

Explosive Remnants of War (ERW)/ Improvised Explosive Device (IED) contamination in return 

area  

Reported Rights violations by state or non-state military/security actors (including abduction, 

arbitrary arrest/detention, disproportionate restrictions on freedom of movement)  

Concerns relating to inter-communal relations and social cohesion
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Per the DTM, 7,666 families (46,000 individuals) returned in September
bringing the total number of returnee families in Anbar to over 188,000
(1,128,000 individuals) by the end of September. However only about
1,922 families were registered with the Ministry of Migration and
Displacement (MoMD) Anbar branch in September bringing the total
number of registered returnee families to 168,841, approximately over
89% of the total number of returnee families.

Government officials have indicated plans to ensure that all IDPs return to
areas of origin by the end of 2017. While most displaced families want to
return home and especially before the onset of winter, it is imperative for
the authorities to ensure that conditions are conducive for returns
including security in areas of return, clearance of explosive hazards,
restoration of basic services and critical infrastructure and support to
families whose houses are destroyed or damaged.

The security and protection environment remains challenging in Anbar.
During the reporting period, there were forced returns of IDPs from east
Anbar camps by security actors, and confiscation of identity documents
(ID) which were not returned before the IDPs were relocated. Further,
eexplosive hazards continued to be a challenge hampering stability of
returns. An improvised bomb planted near a main road in Maqalea,
Baghdadi region, west of Ramadi, reportedly exploded when a bomb
squad member tried to defuse it. Several civilians and security personnel
have reportedly died over the past months when unexploded bombs
planted by extremist groups went off in regions recaptured by
government forces since 2014.

A committee on IDP returns was established on 21 September consisting
of Mayors and Heads of sub-districts of the retaken areas and headed by
the Anbar Deputy Governor. The committee started a series of visits to
various IDP camps to encourage IDPs to return. Those unable to return
are asked to approach the relevant camp management authority to
explain the reasons why they cannot return. The committee, also,
requested from the relevant camp mmanagement to submit lists of all
IDPs at each camp and indicate the areas of origin to check the security
situation in the areas of origin and also assess the security profile of each
family before facilitating their return. Protection partners are monitoring
these developments to ensure timely interventions with the authorities in
case risk of pressured/forced returns is identified.

Efforts have continued to promote sustainability of returns. The
rehabilitation of the “Mamoun Floating Bridge” linking the Juweiba area
in the Hamdiya area east of Ramadi was completed on 10th September
with GoI and UN efforts. The bridge plays a crucial role in facilitating
movements between Ramadi Center and Jazerah Al-Ramadi territories.

FALLUJA DISTRICT 

Per the DTM, 79,470 families (476,820 individuals) returned to Falluja by
the end of September, with around 3,774 families (22,644 individuals)
returning in September. This includes returns to two new areas- 111

MoMD, 910 returnee families were registered with the MoMD in
September bringing the total number of registered returnee families to
71,720 families. Almost all returnee families have registered with MoMD.
Ramadi is the capital of Anbar province, which has long been a bastion of
insurgency and was retaken by the army from extremist groups only in
December 2015. On 28 September 2017, extremist elements infiltrated
the Al-Tash and Majr areas south of Ramadi as well as the Kilometer
Seven area west of the city, leading to displacement of around 100
families seeking safety in Habbaniyah Tourist City camps. However after
several hours of heavy fighting in which there were casualties including
fatalities on both sides, all three areas were retaken and most of the
families displaced due to this attack, returned back to their areas.

HADITHA DISTRICT

Per the DTM, about 217 families returned to their original areas in Bani
Dahir, Al-Shikh Al-Hadid and K3 Complex neighborhoods in Haditha in
September bringing the total number of returnee families to 4,047
(24,282 individuals). This includes returns of 32 families (192 individuals)
to a new area (Hay Al Sabhani). The MoMD report showed that only 16
families were registered with the MoMD bringing the total number of
registered families to 6,061 families. The head of Haditha district council
announced that K3 Oil Refinery will begin operations in the upcoming
weeks stressing that this will help in improving the economic situation by
increasing livelihood opportunities, encouraging IDPs to return to their
areas, and promoting stability and sustainability of returns.

ANA DISTRICT

The operations to recapture Ana and Rawa districts, west of Anbar were
on 19 September. Authorities declared on 21 September that Ana district
was retaken and under the control of the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) and
government-affiliated armed groups, thereby opening the door to
potential returns. As a step to bring life back to Ana district and promote
returns to the district, the Civil Defense Director in Anbar province
announced on 25 September the reopening of the Civil Defense Center in
Ana, located 210 km west of Ramadi. The center started carrying out its
duties as the first security center after liberation from the extremist
armed group.

RUTBA DISTRICT

Per the DTM, more than 503 families (3,018 individuals) returned to Al-
Wadi, Al-Daraemah village, Germany Company Location and Al-Meethagh
neighborhoods in Rutba district in September bringing the total number
of returnee families to 4,188 (25,128 individuals). This includes returns of
75 families to a new neighborhood (Hay Al Askary).

families to Al-Uba and 121 families to Al-Rofaa. There was also a big
increase in returns to Al Rumila, Al-Bazara, Al-Waheda, Door Al-Sikik and
Al-Nazal neighborhoods during September. Only 996 families registered
with MoMD in September bringing the total number of registered families
to 42,601, over 53% of the total number of returnee families.

Threats of forced evictions are continuing and not just in formal camps,
but also in informal sites in various areas of Anbar. In mid-September,
security forces entered Ameriyat Al-Falluja (AAF) camps and started
forcibly returning families to retaken areas in Anbar (Falluja, Saqlawiya,
Garma and suburbs) with the justification that existing plots are needed
to accommodate new arrivals from west Anbar (reportedly under
instructions from the Anbar Operations Command). The instructions
covered all IDP camps in Anbar (Kilo 18, AAF, Khalidiya, Habbaniyah
Tourist City and Bzebiz). The security forces arrived with a list of 160
families targeted to be returned to their homes in Falluja. Male IDPs were
threatened with arrest if they did not return immediately, while female-
headed households were given until 22 September. By the end of
September, students who are forcibly returned can no longer sit for
examinations, and they cannot transfer their academic records to their
areas of origin in time to sit for exams there and 133 families were
forcibly returned, with many being transported with their belongings to
Al-Suqoor checkpoint for security screening, while others arranged their
own transportation. Those deemed to have security issues – such as a
family member alleged to have links with non-state armed groups - were
not approved for return, and were taken back to AAF camps. Many who
returned to Falluja found their houses damaged or destroyed, and so
were compelled to move in with their relatives. Despite frequent UNHCR
and protection partner interventions at high levels to prevent forced
returns, the practice continued for three days. In meetings with the Anbar
Deputy Governor and Provincial Council members, UNHCR and protection
partners stressed that all returns should be voluntary, safe and
sustainable and highlighted the severe protection risks of premature
returns; and also emphasized that several existing camps in Anbar have
sufficient space to accommodate new arrivals from west Anbar without
the need to remove the IDPs residing there. Anbar authorities agreed to
discuss the situation with Anbar Operations Command and to advocate
for an end to forced evictions and returns.

HEET DISTRICT

Per the DTM, 28,359 families (170,154 individuals) returned to Heet by
the end of September, an increase of 1,038 families (6,228 individuals)
from the previous month. Considerable returns to Al-Muhamdee, Al-
Mamora, Binan, Al-Etfaa, Al-Zuhoor, Jubbah, The first Jamaiya and Zoyah
Al-Gharbiyah neighborhoods.

RAMADI DISTRICT

Per the DTM, about 2,102 families (12,612 individuals) returned to their
original areas in Ramadi in September, bringing the total number of
returnees to 71,936 families (431,616 individuals). There was a big
increase in returns to Al-Thilah, Al-Dhubat 2 and Al-Jazerah area. Per the


