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Islamic Republic of Iran • Earthquake  
Situation Report No. 2 
Tuesday 14 August 2012   

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by the UN Resident 
Coordinator. It covers the period from 12-14 August 2012.  
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Two earthquakes with a magnitude of 6.4 and 6.3 on the Richter scale hit the East Azerbaijan 

Province at 12:23 UTC (16:53 local time) and 12:34 UTC (17:04 local time). 
• The disaster has left 306 dead and more than 2,600 injured. An estimated 155,000 persons have 

been affected, out of whom more 50,000 have been resettled in tents. 
• The National Disaster Management Organization (NDMO) and the Iranian Red Crescent Society 

(IRCS) have dispatched relief and search and rescue (SAR) teams to the area.  
• The Iranian Vice President announced on 13 August 2012 that the government will accept 

international assistance if offered. No request or appeal will be issued by the Government of Iran.  

 

II. Situation Overview 
 
• At 12:23 UTC (16:53 local time) on Saturday 11 August 2012, an earthquake with a magnitude of 6.4 

on the Richter scale and at a depth of 9.9 km hit the Eastern Azerbaijan province of Iran. A second 
earthquake measuring 6.3 struck 11 minutes later at a similar depth north-east of the city of Tabriz. The 
earthquakes heavily impacted four cities of the province: Ahar, Haris, Varzaghan and Tabriz. The 
province has a total population of 3,691,270 with many of the affected spending the night in the open. 
 

• More than 160 aftershocks have been recorded. Official sources indicate that 180 villages were heavily 
damaged (between 40% and 60%) or completely devastated (12) in the following administrative units: 
Varzaghan (60), Haris (42), Ahar (70) and Tabriz (8). The death toll currently stands at 306 and the 
number of injured rose to 2,600 with reports that the number could increase further to 3,000 or more. 
IRCS alone rescued 3,832 lives out of which 1,226 with injuries. Injured people are being treated in 
hospitals in the cities of the province under supervision of the Ministry of Health and Medical Education.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
• IRCS dispatched 92 relief teams (1,080 relief workers). Teams from local NDMO offices from 

neighboring provinces were also dispatched. 
 

• According to the latest information from IRCS, 155,000 people (34,200 families) have been affected in 
Ahar (67,000), Varzaghan (42,000), Haris (40,000) and Tabriz (6,000). Out of this number, 50,415 
people have been temporarily resettled in tents.  
 

• The following items have been dispatched to the area and/or distributed among the affected population: 
100,083 tents (including reserves), 4,457 ground sheets, 11,942 blankets, 2,077 kitchen sets, 3,834 
heaters, 20,528 food packs, 21,367 conserved tins, 26,420 bottles of drinking water and 40,000 food 
loaves.   
 

• The Iranian Vice President visited the affected areas on Monday 13 August 2012. In a media interview, 
he announced that the Iranian government will accept international assistance, if offered. No request or 
appeal will be issued by the Government of Iran.  

 
• The head of the Iran Veterinary Organization visited rural areas affected by the earthquake in order to 

assess the need for precautionary measures. He said that the necessary steps have been taken to 
prevent outbreaks of common animal-human diseases.  

 
• In response to rumors that the Sattar Khan dam, which is located near the epicenter of the earthquake, 

has suffered damages, the Director General of the Azerbaijan Provincial Water Board said in an 
interview that experts have visited the dam. He indicated that the structure has been designed to resist 
earthquakes of bigger magnitudes and that it is standing well. 
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IV. Coordination 
 
• While there has been no request for international assistance, the Government has indicated that it will 

accept assistance provided by the international community. Offers of assistance need to be channeled 
via the central NDMO office, and not directly to the affected areas. The NDMO will review offers and 
accept them on the basis of needs.  
 

• UN agencies have prepared an updated list of relief assistance that can be made available to the 
country. It will be submitted to the Government of Iran for its consideration.   
 

V. Contact 
 
Tehran (Iran):  
Hamid Nazari, Humanitarian Advisor, Office of the United Nations Resident Coordinator   
Email: nazaritajabadi@un.org 
 
Cairo (Egypt):  
Jean-Luc Tonglet, Deputy Head, OCHA Regional Office for the Middle East and North Africa 
Email: tonglet@un.org   
 
For more information, please visit http://ochaonline.un.org 
 
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: rehman@un.org or visit: 
http://ochaonline.un.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


