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HIGHLIGHTS 

North-West and South West situation report (1-31 May
2022)

Humanitarian operations were suspended from 15 to
21 May 2022 in the North-West and South-West
(NWSW) regions due to lockdowns called for by non-
State armed groups (NSAGs).

Four humanitarian access incidents involving NGOs
were reported.

Two health care workers administering infant
vaccination were abducted in the Manyu division in
the SW.

Over 13 explosions of improvised explosive devices
(IED) were reported, 7 in the NW and 6 in the SW.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations
used on this map do not imply official endorsement or
acceptance by the United Nations.

(13 Jul 2022)
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VISUAL 

Map of IDP from the North-West and South-West Regions of Cameroon

Source: Humanitarian Needs Overview 2022

The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance
by the United Nations.

(23 Jun 2022)

BACKGROUND  

Situation Overview / Humanitarian access

Humanitarian activities were heavily affected during a whole week when non-State armed groups (NSAGs) issued lockdown
calls in the run-up to the 20 May National Unity Day celebrations. No humanitarian operation could take place in both regions
from 15 to 21 May. A NSAG also issued a warning statement on 24 May, suspending all humanitarian activities in Fako

(13 Jul 2022)



CAMEROON
Situation Report
Last updated: 13 Jul 2022

Page 3 of 6
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/cameroon/ 

Downloaded: 13 Jul 2022 

division, SW. The suspension was lifted on 30 May.

Humanitarian workers continue to operate in a challenging and risky security context, with administrative constraints also
hampering their activities. On 13 May, a NSAG abducted an NGO team which was carrying out a field activity in Ikata in Fako
division, SW, and took them to an undisclosed location. An encounter with a military patrol enabled the NGO team to be
released. On 12 May, an NGO team was caught in crossfire near Konye in Meme division, SW, when a NSAG attacked a
government checkpoint. One team member sustained minor injuries and the mission had to be aborted. On 31 May, an NGO
team was stopped for questioning at a gendarmerie checkpoint in Yoke, Fako division, following a voucher distribution
activity in Ediki, Meme division. One senior NGO team member was taken and remained into custody. Previously, on 10 May,
national security forces interrupted a training activity undertaken by the same NGO in Lysoka, Fako division, suspecting the
presence of NSAG members. In Manyu division, an NSAG abducted two healthcare workers administering infant vaccination,
on the accusation of implementing a government-sponsored project.

Improvised explosive devices (IEDs) remain a significant threat for the safety of civilians and humanitarian actors in the
NWSW. Humanitarian actors reported 13 IEDs explosions, 7 in the NW and 6 in the SW.

Overall, humanitarian access in the NWSW remains challenging and volatile, requiring significant resources for organizations
to conduct all required access negotiations and ensure safe humanitarian operations. The services of the United Nations
Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) remain suspended in both regions.

IDP beneficiary of food distribution in South-
West region. Credit: OCHA Giles Clarke

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Food security

Food Security partners reached 82,001 people with emergency food,
agriculture, and livelihoods assistance. This represents a 27 per cent
decrease compared to the number of people reached in April
(304,034). Reasons for this reduction include the lockdowns imposed
by NSAGs, the security situation and administrative constraints that
caused the suspension of certain activities and delays in the
implementation of others. About 76 per cent of the beneficiaries
assisted received direct food assistance, and 24 per cent received
assistance through cash and voucher modalities and agricultural
inputs.

In the SW, the World Food Programme (WFP), Caritas Kumba and
Authentic Memorial Empowerment Foundation (AMEF) assisted 47,617 beneficiaries with 385,698 mt of mixed commodities
in Meme and Manyu divisions. In the NW, due to the lockdowns and delays caused by administrative constraints, partners
started food distributions after the reporting period. However, WFP and COMINSUD assisted 18,620 people in Momo, Bui,
Mezam and Ngo-Ketunjia divisions in the NW through unrestricted cash transfer.

FAO, Caritas Bamenda, Centre for Rural Action (CEFORA), and Jeuness et Developpement Durable pour l’Afrique (J2D
Afrique) distributed poultry feed and livestock equipment for the construction and start of 100 mini poultry units in Ideanau,
Tiko and Buea in the SW. In addition, 50 persons with disabilities received training on fish farming and market gardening in
the Fako division in the SW. After the training, agricultural kits adapted for persons with disabilities were distributed to the
trainees.

(13 Jul 2022)
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The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) supported 1,080 individuals from 180 households through e-vouchers in the Bamenda
3 and Kumba 3 subdivisions in the NW and SW respectively. Over 36 youths in the Bamenda 3 subdivision were supported
for their training on tailoring, shoe making, glassworks and hairdressing. NRC has financed an income generating activity for
four social cohesion committees of Alateneng and Nkwen communities in Bamenda in the NW and Tiko and Livanda in the
SW. Each committee received around US$1,500 to set up either a piggery or a poultry.

MSF Community health volunteer providing free
consultation to IDPs in South West region

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Health

The cholera outbreak continued to affect communities in the SW.
Although the situation remains of concern, the number of cases has
decreased from 1,244 cases reported in April and to 946 cases
reported in May. This represents a 24 per cent decrease in the
number of new cases between April and May. The progressive drop in
the number of new cases in Buea, Limbe and Tiko health districts is
due to the sustained efforts of all the partners involved in the
response. As of May 2022, the accumulated number of cases was
5,576 and 87 deaths.

No new cases of COVID-19 infections were recorded in the NWSW.
Testing has continued despite the drop in the number of positive cases.

Partners provided lifesaving services to 76,456 people in 34 out of the 39 health districts in the NWSW despite the access
challenges. The partners used one or more strategies which included mobile clinics, community health workers, ambulance
services, and direct support to health care facilities.

(13 Jul 2022)

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Protection

The protection situation has been volatile in the NWSW. Partners recorded 834 priority protection incidents including arbitrary
or unlawful arrests and detention, theft or extortion of property, kidnapping, and destruction of property.Housing, land and
property issues (HLP) were raised by HLP actors. IDPs face financial problems which makes it difficult for them to secure
safe housing. Over 1,900 persons were reached during HLP sensitization.

Child Protect ion

The week-long lockdown called by NSAGs and inadequate financial resources seriously impacted child protection
interventions. Despite these challenges, partners reached 8,299 persons, including 7,591 children with mental health and
psychosocial support services. Partners reached 222 persons with gender-based violence (GBV) risk mitigation, prevention
and response interventions. Awareness raising on child protection and COVID-19 reached 27,534 persons. Community-based
child protection mechanisms (CBCPMs) were strengthened through the capacity building of 1,078 members (666 female and
412 male). Members of CBCPMs identified and referred 32 vulnerable children (17 girls and 15 boys) to appropriate services.

(13 Jul 2022)
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Partners continued to advocate for the training of children and caregivers on the dangers of IEDs and unexploded ordnance
(UXOs) as these indiscriminate weapons continue to impact children. More funding is needed to address the huge need for
mental health and psychosocial support for children and caregivers. Gender-Based Violence (GBV)

Partners reported 740 GBV incidents to specialized services providers. The divisions in the NW with significant number of
incidents recorded include Mezam (24 per cent), Menchum (17 per cent), Ngo-ketunjia (16 per cent) and in the SW, Fako
division (15 per cent). About 90 per cent of survivors are females, 6.5 per cent are persons living with disabilities and 19 per
cent are children including 16.5 per cent who are unaccompanied and separated children. Host community members
constitute 49 per cent of survivors, 41 per cent are IDPs and 10 per cent are returnees.

The reported incidents include emotional abuse (27 per cent), physical assault (24 per cent), denial of resources and
opportunities (23 per cent), sexual assault (17 per cent), rape (7 per cent) and forced marriage (2 per cent). All survivors
received psychosocial first aid, 60 per cent received psychosocial services, 9 per cent received economic
empowerment/livelihood services, 7 per cent received health services, 6 per cent mental health services and 5 per cent child
protection services. Safe house/shelter, legal assistance, security/safety services were also provided to survivors. Partners
referred 19.5 per cent of survivors to other service providers for service provision.

Partners reached 104,762 people with GBV interventions, including GBV awareness-raising, mental health and psychosocial
support, legal and medical assistance, prevention and risk mitigation services to children and women, women
empowerment, vocational training and economic support to women and girls.

The one-week long lockdown enforced by NSAGs prevented partners from implementing activities during this period. Also,
inadequate coverage of service providers in hard-to-reach areas constitute a major obstacle to achieving the objectives of
the GBV Area of Responsibility (AoR).

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

Partners reached 55,465 people through different interventions, including response to the cholera outbreak. Main activities
implemented are related to hygiene promotion (61 per cent), provision of WASH items (25 per cent), capacity building and
provision of safe drinking water (14 per cent). The interventions were implemented in 11 out of the 13 divisions in the
NWSW by two international NGOs and 17 national NGOs.

(13 Jul 2022)

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Shelter/NFI

The crisis is impacting residents’ housing, including damage or destruction of properties by parties to the crisis. The Shelter
Cluster reported that homes are targeted for destruction by all parties. According to a recent Shelter assessment conducted
by Plan International, 58 per cent of returnees and 38 per cent of non-displaced in the NW and 44 per cent of returnees and
44 per cent non-displaced in the SW reported that their homes had been damaged. According to the multi-sectoral needs
assessment (MSNA) results of March 2022, overcrowding in shelters is still a concern. Over 52 per cent of IDPs in the NW
and 46 per cent of IDPs in the SW are estimated to be living with host families. Renting is also a frequent strategy of IDPs.
Over 30 per cent of IDPs in the SW and 13 per cent in the NW are estimated to be in rented accommodation. The HLP AoR

(13 Jul 2022)
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has noted an indicative increase in eviction rates due to an inability to pay rents and frustration of landlords with
overcrowded accommodation. According to Plan International’s household assessment, 13 per cent of IDP households in
the NW and 32 per cent of IDP households in the SW are facing the risk of eviction.

The Shelter Cluster will continue to document the scale of this phenomenon within the NWSW regions. Lack of adequate
shelter is causing a significant proportion of the human suffering in both regions.

Funding remains a major challenge in responding to shelter needs. According to data collected by the Global Shelter Cluster
as of first quarter of 2022, only 16 per cent of the funds required to respond to the shelter needs have been received by
country-level Shelter Clusters in 2022. In Cameroon, this figure is at 17 per cent nationally and in the NWSW only at 13 per
cent. This is seriously affecting partners’ capacity to respond to the needs.

Partners in the NW reached 1,461 people with NFIs and 250 households with light shelter kits. The Strategic Humanitarian
Services (SHUMAS) and Emmanuel Sisters of Akum continued to provide monthly rental assistance to 110 people from 35
households in the Mezam division.

COORDINATION  

Humanitarian Coordination

OCHA continued to coordinate the humanitarian response through the facilitation of the Inter-Cluster Coordination Group, the
Access Working Group, the Information Management Working Group, Civil-Military Coordination meetings and Humanitarian
Coordination Forums, including in the West and Littoral regions which host IDPs from the NWSW.

OCHA and humanitarian partners continued to advocate with all parties to ensure affected populations can receive
unimpeded and timely life-saving assistance and protection, and to facilitate humanitarian access and operations.
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