
T he government has an-
nounced an intention to 
look for external experts 

to help harness flood waters es-
pecially in the Lake Victoria Ba-
sin. Holland and China have been 
suggested as countries which 
could be approached for exper-
tise owing to their success in 
controlling water.  
                 The government wants 
to build dams in Budalang'i, 
Busia, to control flooding. But 
the country does not have a free 
hand because the Nile Basin 
Treaty binds countries not to dam 
waters in the catchment area ow-
ing to its importance as source of 
River Nile.  
                 The Government is in 
discussions with other countries 
to come up with a solution that 
will be beneficial to all players 
because the area suffers from 
perennial flooding that causes 
loss of lives and destruction of 
property. 

Apart from the floods 
and drought that is still persistent 
in some parts of the country, the 
country has been engaging in 
constitutional reforms and an 
intensified war on corruption.  

Approximately 

103,000 people are expected to 
benefit from food for work pro-
jects by the World Food Pro-
gramme and Kenyan Govern-
ment. The projects will distrib-
ute  a total of 4,018 MT of food 
aid (cereals, pulses, and oil). 
The food aid is released to the 
beneficiaries based on the 
amount of work accomplished. 
By the end of May, the benefici-
aries had received 450 MT of 
food.  

A short rains assess-
ment by the Kenya Food Secu-
rity Group on nutritional status 
of children in Turkana, Baringo 
and West Pokot indicate that 
while the situation in West 
Pokot is stable, there has been a 
marked deterioration in the mal-
nutrition rates in Turkana and 
Baringo. Global Acute Malnu-
trition rates in Turkana have 
increased to between 18-37% 
from rates of 11-21% during the 
same time in 2002.  

Focus is also shifting 
to areas that are “grain basket” 
for the country. The Ministry of 
Agriculture and Livestock De-
velopment (MoALD) has al-
ready revised downward the 
predicted long-rains maize out-

put, from a long-term average of 
2.2 million MT to 1.8 million 
MT.   

The MoALD has reit-
erated that current national 
stocks are unlikely to meet do-
mestic needs beyond the end of 
June 2003. The two-month de-
lay in the start of the 2003 long-
rains season in southwestern 
areas implies that the bulk of the 
first maize crop will be har-
vested toward the end of August 
instead of in late 
July.  Response to displaced 
population has been very 
encouraging and the Kenya Red 
Cross and Office of the 
President have been the main 
bodies co-ordinating security.  

The country security 
awareness was put under the 
spotlight following the sighting 
of an Al-Queda operative in 
Mombasa. Some Western gov-
ernments closed their embassies 
and Britain suspended direct 
flights into Nairobi. In addition, 
several countries issued travel 
warnings on non-essential travel 
to Kenya which has in turn ad-
versely affected tourism and is 
likely to trigger massive loss of 
jobs in this sector.  

A  first group of some 2,880 
Somali refugees from 

Dadaab and Kakuma camps in 
Kenya have returned to north-
east Somalia. The first group of 
50 refugees was taken to Gal-
kayo, north-east Somalia, 
aboard a UNHCR-chartered 
aircraft.  
                The UN refugee 
agency expects to assist the re-
turn by air of some 300 refugees 
to Bosasso, on the shores of the 
Gulf of Aden, and to Galkayo. 
At the end of the operation, 
some 2,880 refugees will be 
repatriated. The group is  part of 
6,000 refugees who had signed 
up for voluntary repatriation in 

2001. A combination of funding 
difficulties and security 
problems in Somalia hindered 
their return. 

Before leaving the 
Dadaab refugee camps, north-
east Kenya, the returning refu-
gees received an assistance 
package consisting of basic sup-
plies such as plastic sheeting to 
cover their tukuls (the dome-
shaped shelter used by Somali 
communities), blankets, cooking 
utensils and jerry-cans.  Each 
family also received a transport 
allowance for their onward trip 
to their places of origin.  On 
arrival in Bosasso and Galkayo, 
they will receive a nine months’ 

food ration from World Food 
Programme. 

In Puntland, UNHCR 
is helping to reintegrate return-
ing refugees into the community 
by sponsoring a number of 
health, education and income-
generating projects that cost the 
UN refugee agency more than 
$500,000 a year. These include 
health centres, a primary school, 
and fishing projects to export 
the sea's riches to the Middle 
East. UNHCR is now assessing 
the needs of the returnees and 
plans to set up further projects 
worth an additional $250,000. 
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W eather forecasts in April 
had indicated that most of 

the country would receive normal 
to below normal rainfall thus peo-
ple were caught unawares when 
unexpected heavy rainfall en-
gulfed most parts of the country 
during the second half of April 
and continued into the second 
week of May with lessened inten-
sity in the last two weeks of the 
month.  

The rains came almost 
two months late; the long rains 
season starts in mid March up to 
June, thereby causing a delay in 
planting. Despite the late onset of 
the March-May rainfall, severe 
flooding was reported in many parts of the country by 
early May. According to government statistics, 77 
people died through drowning and floods related 
cases. The floods led to displacement of more than 
60,000 people. Some areas experienced mudslides 
near riverbanks. A mudslide at Ndakaini dam  dis-
rupted water supply to Nairobi for more than two 
weeks but there were no fatalities occasioned by the 
mudslides. Some people were marooned in an Island 
in Malindi near the Indian Ocean and only accessed 
humanitarian assistance when the waters went down 
allowing some strong swimmers to swim to the 
mainland to seek assistance. 

In addition, Wakol Bridge situated between 
Ortum and Marich Pass was swept away cutting off 
Kakuma Refugee Camp and access to Southern Su-
dan by road. The World Food Programme was forced 
to airlift food and other essential commodities from 
the Eldoret Airport for Sudan. Construction of a new 
bridge started on May 29 and it is expected to take 
about one week to complete. 
                Despite the heavy rains, assessments show 
that the flooding is not as severe as during the 
1997/98 season. Most of the displacements in West-
ern Kenya were caused by flooding after water swept 
away dykes on River Nzoia. The dykes were only 
repaired last year. When the first cases of flooding 
were reported at the beginning of May, the Disaster 
Sub Committee of the Kenya Food Security Meeting 
called a meeting to plan a disaster response. Since 
then, this group meets twice a week to assess the 
situation and recommend further action. It was at this 
meeting that the UN Disaster Prevention, Manage-
ment and Coordination Unit was asked to co-ordinate 
information on behalf of the group. The Kenya Red 
Cross and Disaster Operations Centre, Office of the 

FLOODS 

President were mandated to co-ordinate the opera-
tions. 

There are 17 districts affected by floods in 
the country with varying degrees of intensity.  The 
Lake Victoria Basin is the worst affected and has 
experienced the highest level of displacement espe-
cially in Busia, Migori, Nyando, Rachuonyo and 
Kisumu with more than 50,000 displaced persons. 
Tana River flood plains, starting from Garissa to the 
Indian Ocean, are also flooded leaving more than 
10,000 persons displaced. A FEWS Net report indi-
cates that the floods will have an adverse effect on 
food security because a total of 10,800 ha of land is 
under water and some of the maize crop has started 
yellowing which is a sign of nitrogen deficiency af-
ter leaching. The coastal flood planes became 
flooded in the last two weeks of May although the 
area is not receding any meaningful rainfall at the 
moment. The water is flowing from the Mt Kenya 
region and can no longer be contained in the power 
generation dams because they are already full. The 
UN, GoK, religious organisations and NGO’s are 
responding to the displaced humanitarian needs. 

Response to the displaced humanitarian 
needs has been encouraging. Though the President 
did not declare it a national disaster, help came from 
multilateral donors, the UN, NGOs and Kenyans. 
The United Nations Development Programme gave a 
total of US$50,000, UN Environmental Programme 
US$40,000, World Food Programme US$19, 000 
and Unicef US$115,000. UN Disaster Prevention 
and Coordination Unit chartered a plane (US$3,750) 
to conduct an assessment mission. 

In addition, the US government gave Sh20 
million in emergency aid. The funds were used for 
buying supplies such as plastic sheets, blankets, 
mosquito nets, soap and jerry cans. The grant was a 
result of an appeal by the Kenya Red Cross. The US 
Agency for International Development (USAid), 
gave 384 tonnes of supplementary food worth more 
than Sh16.8 million as part of the US government 
donation to be provided in areas where crops were 
destroyed by heavy rains.  

On the local scene, Barclays Bank of 
Kenya donated Sh5 million, Safari Com Sh1 million, 
Samia Group Sh 3m and Later Day Saints 
Sh3,861,000. 

Unexpected rains cause human displacement 

The Lake Victoria 
Basin is the worst 

affected and has 
experienced the highest 

level of displacement 
especially in Busia, 

Migori, Nyando, 
Rachuonyo and 

Kisumu with more than 
50,000 displaced 

persons.  
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An aerial view of a flooded section in the Tana River Basin 

The displaced in Lake Victoria Basin put up temp o-
rary structures in a camp. Photo by T. Nyambane  



E arly warning systems in 
Kenya are raising concerns 

that the country is likely to have a 
food shortfall between July and 
September because of the late on-
set of the long rains season and 
subsequent flooding that has de-
stroyed more than 10,800 ha of 
arable land. The Ministry of Agri-
culture and Livestock Develop-
ment (MoALD) anticipates a na-
tional shortfall of an estimated 
270,000 MT in that season.  

FEWS Net reports that 
the national maize supply has 
tightened significantly and is 
unlikely to meet national con-
sumption needs, particularly be-
fore the first long-rains crops are 
harvested.   

The National Cereals 
and Produce Board (NCPB) has 
been holding an estimated 261,000 
MT tons of maize constituting 
135,000 MT of Strategic Grain 
Reserve (SGR) stock, 90,000 MT 
of Government of Kenya (GoK) 
famine relief maize and 36,000 
MT of the NCPB’s own commer-
cial grain stock.  The GoK is cur-
rently building up the SGR, which 
is half of the target level of 
270,000 MT. 

Before the rains set in, 
reduced amounts of rainfall led to 
deterioration of soil moisture con-

ditions with resultant withering 
and poor performance of early 
planted crop and a decline in lev-
els of water in perennial rivers as 
well as boreholes and wells. Maize 
production in South Rift, Central 
and Eastern Provinces is likely to 
be most affected by the erratic 
rainfall. 

In spite of the heavy 
rains experienced in the Mt Kenya 
region, Eastern Province and 
Western Kenya, parts of southern 
Kenya, including Eastern and 
Coast Provinces, and parts of Ka-
jiado, Isiolo and Samburu Dis-
tricts, are still reporting well below 
average rainfall.  

The intensity of the rains 
has tempered an initial optimism 
for improved 2003 long-rains crop 
production.  Severe flooding, par-
ticularly in the districts around the 
lakeshore, has caused significant 
damage to newly planted 
crops. Some of the maize crop has 
started yellowing which is a sign 
of nitrogen deficiency after leach-
ing. If they continue to be sub-
merged, they will wither and die 
due to lack of nutrients and water 
logging.  

Heavy rains have also 
slowed down planting in the 
neighbouring “grain-basket” dis-
tricts of the Rift Valley Province 

after the fields became too wet for 
tractors.  Nationally, only 80 per-
cent of the projected area has been 
sowed so far, whereas farmers 
should have already completed 
planting.  

The Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Livestock Development 
(MoALD) has already revised 
downward the predicted long-rains 
maize output, from a long-term 
average of 2.2 million MT to 1.8 
million MT.  The MoALD has 
reiterated that current national 
stocks are unlikely to meet domes-
tic needs beyond the end of June 
2003. The two-month delay in the 
start of the 2003 long-rains season 
in southwestern areas implies that 
the bulk of the first maize crop 
will be harvested toward the end 
of August instead of in late July.   

Limited cross-border 
imports from both Uganda and 
Tanzania are expected, where the 
seasons also began erratically.  As 
national supplies continue to 
tighten, the NCPB is faced with 
heightened demand for its stocks 
by millers and traders. Maize 
prices rose during the last week of 
April.  These high prices are ex-
pected to reduce the purchasing 
power of most of the country's 
predominantly deficit maize-
producing households. 

Relief Committees that were es-
tablished during the emergency 
operation, and serve to ensure full 
and democratic community repre-
sentation but also accountability at 
this level.  Participants on the 
scheme are selected based on their 
poverty levels. 

Most of the projects se-
lected so far focus on community-
based water resource management, 
irrigation and environmental con-
servation including the develop-
ment or rehabilitation of pans, 
shallow wells and canals, and the 
de-silting or expansion of dams. 
Small-scale water projects reduce 
the impact of drought in three 
main ways.  First, the migration 
distances in search of water are 
reduced, and less mobile small 
stock can be preserved. Second, 
women spend less time fetching 
water and can devote the time 
saved to other activities. Third, the 
water sources are permitting an 

T he Disaster Preparedness 
Fund that is currently under 

implementation by WFP in col-
laboration with the Office of the 
President has started implementing 
103 projects to mitigate the effects 
of drought in Isiolo, Turkana, 
M andera and Marsabit districts. 
The projects main focus is Food 
for Work and Food for Assets ac-
tivities.  

In the drought-prone 
districts, a sub-committee of the 
District Steering Committee 
(DSG) identifies the communities 
that are most food insecure and 
vulnerable to drought.  These com-
munities identify the projects that 
are most likely to contribute to 
reducing the impact of drought. 
Women are particularly encour-
aged to engage in the decision-
making process, through elected 
community rehabilitation/
development committees.  These 
committees are an extension of the 

increasing amount of kitchen gar-
dening, which helps to diversify 
income and food consumption, 
especially for poor households 
without large herds.    

Approximately 103,000 
people are expected to benefit 
from these projects, and will re-
ceive a total of 4,018 MT of food 
aid (cereals, pulses, and oil). The 
food aid is released to the benefici-
aries based on the amount of work 
accomplished. By the end of May, 
the beneficiaries had received 450 
MT of food.  

Floods hampered deliv-
eries of food aid to the districts in 
May.  Communities working on 
water dams benefited from the 
rains during the month of May, 
and were able to harvest some 
water. On the other hand, the 
heavy rains destroyed some irriga-
tion canals of some projects. Com-
munities in the targeted areas con-
tinue to 

Food shortage looms in Kenya 

WFP/GoK in projects to mitigate effects of drought 
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A  short rains assessment by 
the Kenya Food Security 

Group, indicated that while the 
situation in West Pokot is stable, 
there has been a marked deteriora-
tion in the malnutrition rates in 
Turkana and Baringo. 
                The assessment was  
 organized UNICEF, through part-
nerships with Oxfam GB, World 
Vision, Christian Children’s Fund, 
Anglican Church of Kenya and 
World Vision, to assess nutritional 
status of children Turkana, Bar-
ingo and West Pokot.   
                These survey showed 
that  Global Acute Malnutrition 
rates in Turkana have increased to 
between 18-37% from rates of 11-
21% during the same time in 2002. 

                UNICEF and Oxfam GB 
have undertaken response plan-
ning missions to Turkana. UNI-
CEF, as a first line response, has 
already dispatched supplementary 
food and micronutrients for chil-
dren attending pre-schools and 
pregnant and lactating women 
presenting themselves at health 
centres.  
                Given that malnutrition 
is an outcome of several underly-

ing causes, ongoing UNICEF in-
terventions in health, water and 
education will be accelerated. 

                UNICEF reports suggest 
that while short term interventions 
such as enhanced food for work 
projects, as well as the addition of 
supplementary food to the food 
basket, are required immediately, 
it is clear that longer term inter-
ventions are required to deal with 
the chronic problems facing these 
communities. 
                Other districts reporting 
rising rates of child malnutrition 
include parts of Marsabit, Sam-
buru and Mandera (ALRMP re-
ports).   
                These rates are likely a 
result of a severely eroded asset 
base following a succession of 
poor seasons coupled with current 
poor conditions in these areas.  

                 Apart from the Govern-
ment and World Food Programme 
Food for Work projects which are 
aimed at improving food security 
in the areas,  water tankering has 
been recommended in parts of 
Baringo East.  

                Restocking of livestock 
as a long-term cushion against 
food insecurity especially in Tot 
division of Marakwet district, Soy 
division in Marakwet and the East-
ern part of Baringo was also rec-
ommended.  
                Seeds for maize, beans, 
sorghum and millet, should be 
made available to the affected dis-
tricts and re-seeding of pastures 
will be necessary especially in 
East Baringo.  

                The drought has been 
compounded by insecurity in West 
Pokot, Turkana, Keiyo and Marak-
wet districts due to rampant cattle 
rustling and banditry activities.  
                It was also recom-
mended that the situation in the 
affected areas be closely moni-
tored as a poor long-rains season 
may further compound the food 
security situation of the affected 
populations.  
                The areas of Turkana, 
West Pokot and parts of Baringo 
have reported  flooding during the 
on-going rainy season which has 
further compromised their food 
security. 
 

Malnutrition in Baringo and Turkana worrying 

disputed salary increment to be 
implemented in six years instead 
of an earlier agreed 10 years pe-
riod.  

KNUT says it is hopeful 
that the Government will continue 
to support teachers by further re-
viewing the agreement.  

The controversial pay 
rise has been the cause of many 
teachers strikes since 1997 when 
the Government promised teachers 
a 200% apay rise that was to be 
implemented in two years.  

Only one part of the pay 
hike was implemented resulting in 
a lot of discontentment in the 
teaching profession for the last 

five years. 
Elsewhere, Sweden has 

promised Kenya’s education sec-
tor 400m shillings (about US
$5.6m dollars) in support of the 
free primary education programme 
introduced in January this year. 
The money would be available in 
the next financial year. 

                Sweden said it wants to 
support education in Kenya be-
cause it was impressed by the re-
forms undertaken by the National 
Rainbow Coalition (NARC) gov-
ernment especially through crea-
tion of the justice ministry, the war 
on corruption and changes in the 
civil service and other government 
institutions.  
(Source: Daily Nation 20 May 03) 

T he United Nations Fund for 
Children (UNICEF) has set 

up some mobile schools in the 
flood hit Budalangi division in 
Busia District.  
                The agency is working 
with the Government to ensure 
that displaced children continue 
attending school.   

Five schools in the area 
had been submerged in water and 
were inaccessible to both teachers 
and pupils. The schools are set up 
in temporary camps set up by the 
displaced population.  

Meanwhile, primary and 
secondary schools are set to enjoy 
less teacher strikes after the Kenya 
National Union of Teachers 
(KNUT) and the Government 
reached an agreement allowing a 

Education sector calm after revision of teachers pay  
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M edical Emergency Relief International 
(MERLIN) and a Kenyan company, Kentain-

ers, are piloting use of toilets that are ecologically 
friendly (EcoSan) in Wajir Town.  
                The town operates the largest bucket latrine 
system in Kenya, with a recorded 2,300 buckets regis-
tered with the local County Council.  These toilets 
serve approximately 43,000 residents, an estimated 19 
users per bucket, with the balance of Wajir Town’s 
mostly peri-urban population having no access to any 
toilet facility. 

This alternative waste disposal system will 
help in addressing the immediate concerns of the 
bucket latrine system. At present, 
MERLIN and Kentainers have 
piloted two EcoSan units in Wajir.  
Through close consultation with 
the Public Health Department, the 
units have been installed at a 
household level and an institutional level since Dec 
2002 and have highly commended.  The Ministry of 
Health (MOH) and Kentainers have pledged four and 
two units, respectively, as a result of the interest 
shown by the residents.  

MERLIN is planning a broader pilot study 
of the potential of ecological sanitation in the Town.  
The study will focus upon low cost retro-fitting of the 
present bucket latrines and communal EcoSan toilets 
in areas currently without sanitation facilities.   

There has been a ‘push and pull’ effect cre-
ated for ecological sanitation through the emerging 
national support and interest for the technology and 
the ‘pull’ for practical trials at a community level due 
to dissatisfaction with the bucket latrine system. 

Furthermore, cultural barriers, which would 
be expected in a predominantly Muslim context, have 
been challenged, both through the units under trial 
presently and through the success of programmes fo-
cused on Muslim communities in other parts of East 
Africa.   

In April, the United Nations Fund for Chil-
dren (UNICEF) sponsored a workshop on sanitation in 
the district through MERLIN.  Participants at the 
workshop identified lack of proper human waste dis-
posal, contaminated water and environmental degrada-
tion as the major problems faced by the town resi-
dents.  

The current method of waste disposal of 

using the night soil men has proved unhygienic and 
quite inefficient. It was observed that shallow wells 
that are protected contained low ecoli- contamination 
and that technical support was lacking coupled with 
poor inter-ministerial coordination and absence of a 
sanitation policy.  

The participants developed a work plan 
both for long and short- term activities for provision 
of clean and portable water and safe human and solid 
waste disposal.  

In the short term, the residents recom-
mended frequent chlorinating of shallow wells, pro-
tection of shallow wells while in the long term they 

said that water should be piped 
from distant uncontaminated 
sources. 
On human waste, in the short 
term, improve collection and 
efficiency of the current bucket 

system and hygiene education could take care of the 
immediate needs while a sewage system was identi-
fied as a long term solution. 

On the management of solid waste, mobili-
zation and public awareness on management of solid 
waste was recommended as well as identification of 
central collection points.  

Meanwhile Oxfam-Q is conducting training 
on GIS and mapping in Mandera District, in order to 
build capacity of local personnel to update and effec-
tively use the GIS database that has been completed 
for the district. The DSG also has been trained on 
GIS and its use in strategic planning.  

As part of drought recovery initiatives, Ox-
fam-GB is constructing berkads, improving the earth 
pans through ECHO funding. So far, all earth pans 
have been rehabilitated except one. The project also 
entails provision of roof water catchment materials 
and training farmers in dry land farming techniques, 
water management and drought management.  

In Turkana, World Vision is developing an 
irrigation scheme at Lukubale. Only two of the seven 
boreholes will be motorized and the rest will be fitted 
with hand-pumps. The yield is between 4-11m3/hr. 
                With funding from the United Nations De-
velopment Programme, World Vision has constructed 
two sub-surface dams, one water pan and a borehole 
at Loima Hills. Turkana is currently facing food inse-
curity. 

Wajir in alternative sanitation trials 
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WFP/GoK in projects to mitigate effects of drought 

identify more projects that are likely to mitigate 
the impact of successive droughts, with women 
playing an active role in the decision making 
process.  Turkana, Mandera, and Isiolo have re-
ceived tools and other implements from the Fund 
worth the equivalent of US$ 69,000 (About Sh5.4 
Million). Marsabit is in the process of collecting 

tools worth US$ 24,000. 
The Fund activities in Turkana will be ex-

panded by a further 1,400 Mts. of food aid, making a total 
of 2900 Mts. The Kenya Food Security Meeting (KFSM) 
recommended this expansion due to high level of malnu-
trition being experienced in the district. WFP, World Vi-
sion and GOK are working on a budget for the implemen-
tation of this expansion. (allan.kute@wfp.org) 
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A  chance sighting of a leading 
al-Qaeda terror suspect in the 

Kenyan port of Mombasa this 
month set off a worldwide security 
alert, with Britain and Israel ban-
ning all commercial flights to and 
from Nairobi indefinitely. 

Fazul Abdallah Moham-
med is wanted in connection with 
the 1998 bombings of US embas-
sies in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam. 
According to Kenyan authorities, 
he was probably planning another 
attack. Intelligence officials had 
believed him to be in Somalia, 
which shares a long and largely 
porous border with Kenya. 

Mohammed was in-
dicted by the FBI in connection 
with the deaths of 231 people in 
the Kenyan and Tanzanian bomb-
ings. He is believed to have also 
masterminded attacks in Kenya 
last November, when an attempt 
was made to shoot down an Israeli 
holiday jet and 14 people were 
killed in a suicide bombing of the 
Paradise Hotel in Mombasa. 

Norway and US closed 
their embassies in Nairobi for a 
few days while Britain, US, Ger-
many and Australia  issued high-
level travel alerts following the 
sighting, advising against any 
"non-essential"' travel to Kenya.  

The US State Depart-
ment advised Americans to defer 
all travel to Kenya following ter-
rorist threats in the region aimed at 
American and Western interests, 
including civil aviation. 
                By the end of the first 
week after the travel adversaries 
were issued, Tourism had lost Sh1 
billion in revenue. The losses were 
incurred through reduced cash 
flow. Tourism was the second 
largest foreign exchange earner 
after tea. 

Kenya responded to the 
security threat by stationing two 
Army battalions on the expansive 
Kenya-Somali border.  

Intelligence reports had 
isolated the border as a possible 
entry point for terrorists. Kenyan 
security forces were put on high 
alert after a bomb attack in Saudi 
Arabia that killed  34. 

Meanwhile two Ugan-
dan cattle raiders were gunned 
down after they raided a farm 
in Trans Nzoia District and ten 

other attackers were injured during 
an exchange of fire with Admini-
stration Police officers and Kenya 
Police Reservists on May 19.  

The raid was at Chep-
choina, a farm formerly owned by 
the Agricultural Development 
Corporation. 

The raiders had at-
tempted to drive away animals, but 
the police responded to the alarm 
raised by the victims. Two police-
men attached to the farm said the 
close to 30 raiders had attempted 
to cross to West Pokot District 
through Aduruko but were re-
pulsed. 

One raider was killed on 
the spot while the other died as he 
tried to flee back to his country. 
The injured were carried away. 
They fled towards Kapchorwa in 
Uganda (northern Uganda) 

Meanwhile, 16 sus-
pected members of the outlawed 
Mungiki sect were arrested in their 
office at Kayole, Nairobi.  They 
were holding a meeting at a house There are 

more than 120,000 
illegal firearms in 

northern Rift Valley, 
the Security Research 

and Information 
Centre (SRIC) said in 
a report released this 

month. The centre said 
50 %of men of above 

15, among the 
pastoralist 

communities in the 
region, are presumed 

to be armed. 
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SECURITY they call "Pentagon" in the es-
tate.  
The suspects were charged with 
murders of two people in the 
slums last month over matatu 
(commuter taxi) control dispute.  

Inside "Pentagon", the 
police recovered the sect's para-
phernalia which included snuff, 
bottles of honey, swords, axes, 
machettes, hand gloves and other 
alleged oathing materials includ-
ing cow horns painted black 
green and white.  

The machetes and 
some black gloves were stained 
with dried blood, the police said.  
Also recovered were neatly 
printed documents on the sect's 
ideals and motto.  
                 The document, printed 
with colours identified with the 
sect - green, black, white and 
red - was entitled Reformation 
and talked of violence as a way 
of achieving desired changes in 
the society.   

A  second batch of 7,001 guns recovered by police was burnt in a 
ceremony symbolising the government's commitment to fighting 

insecurity. At the same time, 1,242 toy guns and 46 homemade weap-
ons were destroyed. 

It was the second batch of weapons to be destroyed in two 
months to show the government's commitment to the implementation 
of the UN programme of action on illegal small arms and the Nairobi 
Declaration, signed two years ago, to combat the major factors fuel-
ling the demand for such weapons. 

The first batch of 1,000 illicit small arms was destroyed on 
March 17 to coincide with the Nairobi Declaration anniversary. The 
May event was carrier out to complete the process by destroying 
8,001 assorted weapons. The arms had been recovered from carjack-
ers, bank robbers, muggers and cattle rustlers, among other criminals. 

There are more than 120,000 illegal firearms in northern 
Rift Valley, the Security Research and Information Centre (SRIC) 
said in a report released this month. The centre said 50 %of men of 
above 15, among the pastoralist communities in the region, are pre-
sumed to be armed. 

The research showed that Turkana alone has 66,239 illegal 
guns, Samburu tribesmen have 16,478, while in West Pokot 36,937 
guns are in the wrong hands. 

In East Baringo, there are 7,773 illegal guns, while Marak-
wets have 92. SRIC conducted its research two years ago. Most of 
these areas are classified as UN Phase 3 and have poor security cover-
age. The firearms are being used for protection, while the rest were 
owned by cattle rustlers. In the course of the research in the north rift, 
the officers were told most, if not all, of the male population aged 15 
years and above were armed. 

Small arms destruction 

Security alert impact negatively on economy 



A pril rains have resulted in sig-
nificant improvements in key 

pastoral production indicators 
across most of the pastoralist dis-
tricts: browse, in particular, has 
regenerated substantially, and sur-
face and ground water sources have 
now recharged.  

In contrast, pasture 
growth is patchy, at best; its growth 
has been limited by cumulative loss 
in the viability of the grass seed that 
remained dormant for extended 
periods during previous 
droughts.  Continued improvements 
in browse and water are expected to 
result in visible positive changes in 
livestock body conditions, birth 
rates and milk production in com-
ing months, especially in areas that 
had received good rains during the 
2002/03 short-rains season.   

Nevertheless, recent food 
security assessments carried out by 
the KFSSG indicated that an esti-
mated 500,000 people, representing 
close to 40 percent of the popula-
tion in southern Turkana, Baringo, 
West Pokot, Keiyo and Marakwet 
districts, are highly food insecure 
and likely to need at least 20,000 
MT of food aid over the next five-
months.   

These numbers are likely 

to change, depending on the overall 
performance and impacts of the 
2003 long-rains season.  The season 
has improved significantly.  Wide-
spread rainfall has fallen in the pas-
toral and agropastoral livelihood 
areas that were previously drought-
affected.  However, weather fore-
casts predict that rains will end early 
in these areas.  An early end to the 
2003 long-rains season in the pas-
toral areas would halt the recovery 
process that had just begun during 
the past few seasons. 

Although well above aver-
age rainfall occurred during April, 
floods have been reported in the 
drought-affected Turkana, Baringo, 
West Pokot, Marakwet and Keiyo 
Districts, and food insecurity is ex-
pected to persist in these districts for 
most of the year.   
                In spite of improved rain-
fall conditions, pastoralists in these 
districts continue to suffer signifi-
cant livestock losses because of the 
lingering impacts of past droughts, 
diseases in unsuitably cooler climate 
zones and livestock banditry.  In 
addition, conflict-related food inse-
curity is on the rise in the pastoral 
districts of Kenya.  According to 
recently completed assessments, in 
some instances, drought was a minor 

contributor to food insecurity rela-
tive to conflict.  This is particu-
larly true in Baringo, Marakwet, 
Keiyo and southern Turkana, 
where conflict has undermined 
food security by reducing the pro-
ductive capacity of households and 
livestock through loss of human 
life and livestock. It has also led to 
reduced access to grazing re-
sources because previously well 
defined dry season grazing areas 
and livestock routes have been 
rendered unusable by conflict.  
Equally, a limited access to mar-
kets and increasing transaction 
costs through increased risk affects 
food security. 
                Areas affected by live-
stock raiding during 2002/03, such 
as Lokitaung, Lokori Divisions in 
Turkana District, are now synony-
mous with areas of increased food 
insecurity, manifested through 
higher rates of child malnutrition.   
                Sustained reduction in 
food insecurity may become diffi-
cult to achieve, even during peri-
ods of improved agroclimatic con-
ditions, unless effective conflict 
prevention and mitigation mecha-
nisms are instituted in the conflict-
prone areas.  (FEWS Net May 
issue) 

allow doctors to disclose Aids 
status of individuals to their 
spouses.  

 Elsewhere, the Euro-
pean Union donated to Kenya 15 
million Euros (Sh1.23 billion) to 
support district health sy s-
tems.  The Kenya Health Minister 
talked about the donation after 
addressing EU parliamentarians in 
Brussels, Belgium, on HIV/Aids in 
women, teenage girls and children 
in the country.  The Minister said 
the government requires a further 
Sh6 billion to supply essential 
medicine to all Kenyans.   

The new government, 
she said, had renewed war on the 
epidemic, adding that strategies to 
prevent HIV infection in women, 
provide comprehensive ante-natal 
care, HIV testing and counselling 
and reduce mother-to-child trans-
mission.   

Meanwhile, the World 
Bank will soon disburse about 
Sh1billion to fight Aids among 

T he government’s renewed 
commitment to reduce new 

HIV infections was demonstrated 
by participation of the President in 
a new anti aids commercial known 
as “Pamoja Campaign” (Kiswahili 
for together). The president plays a 
leading role in the shooting of the 
commercial with two hundred 
other actors. It will be broadcast 
on local television, radio, bill 
boards, and posters. The campaign 
is spearheaded by the National 
Aids Control Council.  

The first phase of the 
programme is expected to be a 
rallying call by the government in 
creating awareness, the second 
phase will focus on behavioural 
change by encouraging visits to 
Voluntary Counselling and Testing 
(VCT) centres and home based 
care for the afflicted.  

The director of the Na-
tional Aids Control Council says a 
Bill is pending in Parliament on 
the ethics issue, which seeks to 

refugees and long-distance truck 
drivers in Kenya and five other 
countries.  
The National Aids Control Council 
director, said the bank had agreed 
to disburse a grant of between $10 
million to $15 million 
(approximately Sh700 million and 
Sh1 billion), to the Great Lakes 
Initiative on Aids (GLIA) in the 
next three years.  

The grant will be shared 
among the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda, 
Tanzania and Kenya.  

The initiative, which be-
gun six years ago, targets mobile 
population such as refugees, dis-
placed people, long-distance truck 
drivers and prostitutes who are 
"marginalised" by the national 
HIV/Aids programmes in their re-
spective countries. A baseline sur-
vey on the 160 million people in 
the Great Lakes region will soon be 
carried out to establish the scope of 
the infections.  

Poor pasture regeneration observed in arid lands 

Govt. renews commitment to fight HIV/AIDS 
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Although well 
above average 

rainfall occurred 
during April, 

floods have been 
reported in the 

drought-affected 
Turkana, Baringo, 

West Pokot, 
Marakwet and 
Keiyo Districts, 

and food insecu-
rity is expected to 

persist in these 
districts for most 

of the year.   
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Bantu Somalis resettlement begins in the US 

The purpose of the UN Disaster Prevention, Management and Co-ordination Unit  (DPMCU) is to enhance, support, 
and service a coordinated and coherent response amongst all partners to any kind of emergency situation, natural or 

man made (disasters or conflicts) in Kenya; improve the early warning mechanisms and information management sys-
tems; participate in regular monitoring of vulnerability and strengthen preparedness and response capacities amongst 

all partners. It also facilitates mobilisation of national and international resources.  

CONTRIBUTORS: UNICEF (K), KFSM, KFSSG, Health and Nutrition Coordination Committee, WESCO-
ORD, WFP (K), DMC, FEWSNET, UNHCR, ALRMP, FAO, IRIN, RC (Kenya), AAH-K, WV, Church World Ser-

vice, Refugee Consortium of Kenya, IOM, UNHCR,GTZ,UN Security Update,, Daily Nation and East African 
Standard newspapers  

The views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations. To subscribe and con-
tribute to this report please contact UNDPMCU  
email: lilian.nduta@undp.org or Tel: 624397 

You can now access this publication and our past issues on the internet. Just key in www.reliefweb.com, choose 
by country button. It will lead you to Kenya, click on the Kenya button to access  your copy of the Kenya Hu-
manitarian Update. 

How to access the Kenya Humanitarian Update on the web 

UN Days 
12 June       World Day against Child Labour 
16 June       Day of the African Child 
17 June       World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought 
20 June       World Refugee Day 
26 June       International Day in Support of Victims of Torture 
26 June       UN Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 
 
KFSSG at 10.00 am, KICC on June 5th  
KFSM at 10.00 am, KICC on June 26, KICC  
Health & Nutrition at 10 am, June 16, UNICEF (KCO) 
WEESCORD: at 10 am on June 11, KICC 28th floor 
Disaster Management subgroup: June 11, KICC 28th Floor. 

Upcoming Events 

T he first group of Somali Bantus who have been living in 
refugee camps in Kenya for the last 10 years have been 

resettled in the United States. The resettlement programme 
will see 11,800 Bantu Somalis resettled and it is one of the 
biggest resettlement operations to take place from Africa. 
Another group of 150 are expected to travel before mid-June. 
The resettlement programme has been jointly conducted by 
UNHCR and the International Organisation of Migration 
(IOM). The trip follows weeks of cultural orientation given 
by the IOM, which is in charge of relocation.  

The Somali Bantus - a minority group whose physi-
cal, cultural and linguistic characteristics distinguish them 
from the Cushitic majority in Somalia - were considered for 
resettlement in the US, because they faced difficult circum-
stances in their country where they were treated as second 
class citizens.  
In the early 1990s, during civil war in Somalia, more than 
10,000 fled to refugee camps in Kenya, where discrimination 
against them by major Somali clans continued.  

The refugee population in the north-eastern camp of 
Dadaab also felt impact of the floods ravaging the country. 
An estimated 3,000 refugees were left homeless after 650 of 

their shelters were destroyed. The camps that were most af-
fected by the floods include Ifo and Dagahalley which are host 
to nearly 80,000 refugees. However, WFP had pre-positioned 
food stocks in the camps which cover the requirements of the 
130,000 refugees for more than  a month. 
                At the Kakuma Camp (Turkana), three refugees died 
in circumstances related to the floods. In one case, a school boy 
drowned as he swam across a river to get home and in the other 
incident a mother died in child birth with her baby because she 
could not access the hospital in good time because of the 
floods.  

In addition, the road leading to the camp was par-
tially washed away raising fears that in case of an emergency, 
it would be almost impossible to use the road while the airport 
requires urgent grading. Communication was made more diffi-
cult by the poor condition of a  6km access road between the 
highway and Kakuma III that is now impassable. The hospital 
and Natapa Secondary School in Kakuma I were under threat 
of flooding from the Lodoret River but luckily, the rains 
stopped and the water levels went down eliminating such a 
danger. The raging floods destroyed 125 refugee shelters in 
Zones 5 & 6.  


