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Protection Cluster Situation Update – August 2020 
1. Protection Concerns / Trends identified by Protection Sub-Clusters1 
COVID-19 in IDP sites: 

 On 28 July, the first positive COVID-19 cases were identified in Qulogi IDP site (1 & 2), Fafan zone, Somali region (a total of 21 
cases as of 24 August). The Qulogi IDP sites, which currently host approximately 78,898 IDPs, have been identified as high risk 
due to the congested, non-partitioned nature of the shelters which are not conducive to social distancing/hygiene measures 
required for COVID-19 risk mitigation. (Site #2 specifically has been identified as a priority 1 site for COVID-19.) Urgent response 
is required to decrease these risks and to provide accurate, trusted information on COVID-19 symptoms and self-protection 
measures. Misinformation, rumours and fear about the virus have led individuals to stop seeking health services and to flee. 

 These IDP sites are also of significant concern to the humanitarian community due to the organization of return and relocation 
of IDPs from these sites since May 2020 to other locations where there is insufficient access to services (including water and 
shelter) to ensure a safe and dignified standard of living. DRMB stated 6 August that Qulogi relocations are halted due to the 
site’s COVID-19 outbreak; relocation planning (infrastructure preparation on selected sites) is ongoing in the interim.  
o According to DRMB figures, 67,888 IDP households already returned within Somali Region and 1192 households were 

already relocated. Meanwhile, IDPs in Millennium Park site, Dire Dawa have expressed interest to integrate locally rather 
than relocate to Shinile due to the availability of livelihood opportunities and basic services. 

Increased reliance on negative coping mechanisms due to economic pressures: 

 All Protection Sub-Cluster locations (E/W Wollegas, W. Guji and Somali Region) have reported that COVID-19 has exacerbated 
households’ challenges to meet their basic needs (in the face of rising food prices, restricted access to livelihoods, and reduced 
purchasing power). These economic pressures have resulted in increased psychological distress and domestic violence, as well 
as, increased reliance on negative coping mechanisms with protection implications like transactional sex and child labour. 
o West Guji/Gedeo Sub-Cluster: High prevalence of CP/GBV cases reported in connection with school closures; child 

protection concerns (child labour, abuse and exploitation) have become rampant in most of the return areas (cases 
reported in Bule hora town, Birbirsa Kojowa and Kercha). Most of these cases are left unaddressed due to low capacity of 
local authority offices and lack of specialized CP/GBV partners to cover all return locations. Community mobilization for 
the prevention of GBV/child rights violation and additional presence of technical partners is required. 

o E/W Wollega, Kamashi Sub-Cluster: In addition to the above negative coping mechanisms reported, the affected 
population continues express fear and lack of confidence in the long-term stability of the security situation and social 
cohesion in their locations of origin, perpetuating their displacement. In addition to social cohesion interventions, urgent 
funding for the E/W Wollega multi-sectoral response plans is required. 

o Gambella GBV AoR: A recent protection assessment (3-15 August) to flood and COVID-19 affected areas found 95% of 
service providers reported an increase in GBV, including child marriage and domestic violence linked to school closures 
and loss of income. Priority needs identified for GBV response include life-saving health, safe spaces, MHPSS and increased 
local coordination amongst GBV actors. Several specific recommendations to donor, government, and service providers 
were made, including a call to increase resources, for strengthened referral systems and hotline and provision of basic 
GBV services. 

2. Challenges/gaps; Suggested action 
 Food assistance continues to not always reach the people in need: IDPs and returnees continue to be excluded from food 

assistance due to discrepancies over accepted target figures (Gedeo/W. Guji and Liben zones). While in June it was reported 
that 100,000 may be excluded from food assistance in Kercha woreda (W. Guji), in August, remote monitoring indicates that 
IDP returnees to Chinaksen (Oromia) have not been provided with food for the past 2 months. (In addition, the IDPs reported 
that they do not have shelter and remain in overcrowded conditions as they stay with friends and relatives.) 

 Protection needs of population displaced by flooding remain unaddressed: The West-Guji sub-cluster reports that to date 
limited assistance was provided to persons displaced by flood in 5 woredas (Bule hora, Galana, Dugda dawa, Abaya and Melka 
Soda) of West Guji earlier in 2020. In particular, protection services for persons with specific needs remain unmet. Meanwhile, 
from June to August, heavy kiremt rains have affected another 953,000 people (223,000 displaced) in Afar, Somali, Oromia and 
SNNP regions. Thus far priority protection response activities identified by the Protection cluster (CP/GBV AORs and SMS WG) 
have not been included in the response due to gaps in partner presence and resource allocation, leaving an estimated 44,600 
persons without access to protection assistance. 

 Limited resources/capacity for GBV response: all sub-cluster locations have reported an increase in GBV reports, which require 
a corresponding increase in resources (both funding and staff) to respond. 

 Underfunding of Protection Appeal: As of the latest HRP Funding Overview, Protection’s non-COVID response appeal remains 
funded at only 9.6%, resulting in gaps in protection partner presence (including zones in Somali and Oromia regions (Guji, E/W 
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Wollega), Afar, BG, Amhara, Tigray). The Protection Cluster requires $47.6 million by October 2020 to address the protection 
needs of 3.8 million vulnerable people, including for more than 1.9 million IDPs.  

3. Assessments and Anticipated Reports 
 East Wollega Secondary Displacement Assessment (10-15 August): The preliminary findings indicate that 19,082 secondary 

displaced persons (3,090 HHs) are currently living in dreadful conditions, far below the minimum standard for dignified living, 
due to lack of assistance. The destruction of infrastructure and fear of retaliation (perpetrators at large) have pushed them 
back into displacement. Increasingly negative coping strategies are evident such as child labour, transactional sex, reduced size 
and number of daily meals, and borrowing or buying food on credit. Early/forced marriage and GBV were identified. PSS (due 
to trauma), sanitary materials, shelter (cash for rent) and food are identified needs. Report with recommendations pending. 

 Siti zone flood assessment: Floods have hit Hadhigala, Gablalu and Erer woredas in August affecting an estimated 1525 
households, with 973 households displaced. Canals which feed 546 farms were destroyed. Homes, shops and livelihoods have 
been swept away, with these losses exacerbated by the ongoing loss of access to livelihood due to COVID-19 movement 
restrictions and the halting of the train. No protection findings have been identified in this report. Report circulated. 

 Shabelle zone flood assessment: A joint assessment was conducted in flood-affected woredas of Shabelle zone, Somali region 
from 11-19 August. An estimated 14,381 households have been affected (3,719 households displaced) in addition to the 
existing caseload of people displaced in river-adjacent woredas earlier in 2020 (i.e. IDP sites in Kelafo woreda). According to 
the assessment, flooding in Shabelle zone has resulted in the destruction of homes, loss of livestock and livelihoods, with road 
access to markets and assistance being cut in some locations. PSS for groups affected by the trauma (particularly children) and 
the distribution of dignity kits have been recommended for protection response. Report circulated. 

 Joint rapid assessment in Filtu woreda, Liben zone: A joint assessment was conducted in Filtu woreda (which hosts 35,368 
IDPs) between 12-15 August, and found severe lack of water, including for handwashing to prevent COVID-19, which also 
increases the burden on women as they spend more time seeking water. The report also highlights gaps in nutrition, agriculture 
(livestock) and protection responses, recommending increased support for persons with disabilities and legal assistance. Report 
circulated. 

 Cholera and Displacement in Melka Soda (West Guji zone) Report: Protection cluster members joined an inter-agency mission 
was conducted to Melka Soda woreda from 20-21 July, following the confirmation of cholera in June and July. While woreda 
officials have reported a total of 26,642 IDPs in this woreda, the mission found that the majority have not received any 
assistance since the start of displacement (which is urgently required) and that they continue to be exposed to the threat of 
physical attacks from UAGs. As the sub-standard, over-crowded shelters place women and girls at higher risk of GBV, shelter 
support is recommended along with other basic services; PSS for IDPs, protection monitoring and an intentions survey are also 
required to inform further response. Report circulated. 

 West Wollega and Kamashi Zones Safety Risk Audits (ACF): Findings from ACF Safety Risk Audits conducted at 156 nutrition 
sites and their surrounding WASH facilities show that the majority of sites are inaccessible and unsafe for women and girls due 
to their distance and exposure to GBV risks while attempting to access nutrition services, which, in turn, is considered a 
contributing factor to the high number of SAM and MAM cases. The results indicate a high need to review and address the 
basic standards and conditions of the facilities, both to reduce potential GBV-related safety risks, to improve health and well-
being and increase accessibility to promote health & nutrition support, particularly for infants and mothers. Action plans based 
on the results should be developed in partnership with each facility.  Report circulated. 

 


