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This report is produced by OCHA Somalia in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It provides information on the 
worsening drought situation in Somalia for the period 20 December 2021 to 20 January 2022. The next report will be 
issued on 20 February 2022 or earlier. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• The 2021 deyr (October to December) rainfall season failed, 
aggravating severe drought in parts of Somalia. The drought is 
projected to intensify as Somalia faces the risk of a fourth 
consecutive failed rainy season in early 2022. 
 

• The worsening drought has affected over 3.2 million people in 66 out 
of the 74 districts, of whom 245,000 are internally displaced. Families 
are flocking into towns and others crossing into Ethiopia in search of 
humanitarian assistance, 
 

• Resource-based conflicts have been reported; at least 15 people 
have reportedly been killed and several others injured in armed 
clashes over ownership of grazing land in Laas Caanood District, 
Sool Region. 
 

• Disease outbreaks, mainly due to lack of access to clean and 
sufficient water and hygiene services, are reportedly on the rise, as 
the drought worsens, and more people are displaced into congested 
settlements. 
 

• Somali communities, local authorities and humanitarian partners are 
scaling-up responses and intensifying resource mobilization efforts to 
address the impact of the drought. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Drought has intensified in Somalia following the failure of the deyr (October to December 2021) rainfall season. According 
to a monitoring report1 published by the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET) and partners on 5 January, 
the season was marked by a long delay in rainfall onset, erratic distribution and significant deficits. This adversely 
affected crop and livestock production and, in turn, led to a steep decline in household purchasing power and access to 
food.  

In addition, the below average deyr rains over Somalia and in the upper river catchments in the Ethiopian highlands have, 
since December, lowered water levels along the Juba and Shabelle rivers, reducing water availability. Recordings by 
Somali Water and Land Information Management (SWALIM) on 17 January recorded below normal river levels in Belet 
Weyne as 1.55 metres, 1.37 metres in Bulo Burto in Hiraan region and 1.30 metres in Jowhar, Middle Shabelle region. 
Usually, the river levels in these areas range from 4 to 4.5 metres during this time of the year. According to FEWSNET 
and partners, the 2021 deyr season is among the worst since 1981 and the poorest cereal harvests since 1995. 

 

 

1   Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET) Somalia, Somalia Seasonal Monitor, Severe drought intensifies due to the failure of the 2021 
deyr rains in much of Somalia, January 5, 2022 
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The situation is extreme and is deteriorating. Over 3.2 
million people are currently affected by the drought in 
66 out of the country’s 74 districts. The number of 
people displaced internally by drought since 2021 has 
increased to over 245,000, according to the Protection 
and Return Monitoring Network (PRMN). Cross border 
movement of Somalis to neigbouring Ethiopia in search 
of food, water and pasture has been reported. The 
latest food security projections show that 4.6 million 
Somalis will face crisis-to emergency-level food 
insecurity (IPC 3 or worse) from February to May 2022.  

The central parts of Somalia remain the worst affected 
in terms of poor availability of pasture and water. 
Partners have reported a significant decline in market 
value of livestock as body conditions have deteriorated 
due to the drought. Areas with most acute conditions 
have also reported increased livestock deaths. In 
addition, the prolonged drought has contributed to increased prices of essential food commodities. In Bakara market in 
Mogadishu, a sack of wheat flour that used to cost US$18 two months ago, now costs $27. The price of a carton of 
cooking oil increased from $25 to $33. Further reports indicate that food is scarce in IDPs sites, at a time when more than 
65,000 new arrivals have been received in already overstretched settlements in Banadir region since March 2021, 
according to PRMN.  

Significant livestock movement has been reported, as people move from areas of intensifying drought, such as the 
northcentral areas of Bari, Mudug and Nugaal, to areas that recently received some rainfall. The rate of pasture and water 
depletion is more rapid than in a typical year, according to FEWSNET. Partners report that more drought-displaced 
people are arriving in major towns. Humanitarian partners have reported an influx of new arrivals displaced by drought 
and renewed conflict in Dhuusamarreeb district and other areas that continue to be out-of-reach due to insecurity2.   

Conflicts over grazing lands and water resources have been reported, including in Afmadow district, as communities are 
attracted by the regeneration of pasture and availability of water due to recent rains in the district. It is expected that the 
area will be overgrazed, potentially generating more conflict over resources. Moreover, the rains were unevenly 
distributed, necessitating continued water trucking to communities affected by the drought.  

Disease outbreaks, mainly due to lack of sufficient clean water and hygiene services, are reportedly on the rise, as the 
drought worsens, and people move into congested settlements. In Jubaland State, close to 100 patients were admitted in 
Dhobley hospital due to suspected Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) in January. The rate of daily admissions is reportedly 
higher; at least 20 patients are reportedly admitted daily in Dhobley hospital, according to health partners. This comes 
amid an influx of people into Dhobley, with about 3,600 displaced families arriving between October 2021 and January 
2022. In Lower Shabelle, seven cases of suspected AWD/cholera, most being children under 5, were received in Janale 
health facility, Marka district, between 10 and 12 January. 

Predictions for January to March 2022  

With the next rainy season not expected until April and the likelihood it will also be below-average, the drought situation is 
likely to worsen as the country faces the risk of a fourth consecutive failed rainy season. FEWSNET projects that severe 
pasture and water shortages are likely to occur during the upcoming January to March jilaal season, which is typically hot 
and dry. According to the Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) for 21 to 30 December, vegetation conditions 
are significantly below typical levels, especially in southern, central, and parts of northeastern Somalia, including areas 
that received light rain in November and December, such as southern Gedo and Juba regions3.The light rain implies only 

 

 

2   At least nine districts are inaccessible in the drought-affected areas. Almost 900,000 people are estimated to live within territory controlled by non-
state armed actors and are largely out of reach. 
3   ibid, FEWSNET, Somalia Seasonal Monitor, January 5, 2022 

Drought has displaced 245,000 people across Somalia, many of whom are struggling to 
cope in IDP settlements. Photo: OCHA 

https://unhcr.github.io/dataviz-somalia-prmn/index.html#reason=Drought%20related&month=&need=&pregion=&pdistrictmap=&cregion=&cdistrictmap=&year=2021
https://unhcr.github.io/dataviz-somalia-prmn/index.html#reason=Drought%20related&month=&need=&pregion=&pdistrictmap=&cregion=&cdistrictmap=&year=2021
https://unhcr.github.io/dataviz-somalia-prmn/index.html#reason=Drought%20related&month=&need=&pregion=&pdistrictmap=&cregion=Banadir&cdistrictmap=&year=2021
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/somalia-deyr-seasonal-monitor-20211205.pdf
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marginal relief for production and pasture regeneration, and this is likely to overall negatively impact on livestock body 
conditions and their prices in the near term, thus reducing a critical food and income source for pastoral communities.  

On displacements, based on previous drought induced displacement patterns, people are likely to move from rural to 
urban areas in search of humanitarian services. According to IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix analysis, approximately 
900,000 people were displaced between January 2017 and November 2017 due to drought, with Bay, Banadir and Gedo 
regions receiving the highest numbers of those displaced. This corresponds closely to the areas currently experiencing 
extreme drought severity including Bari, Sanaag, Sool and Nugaal, Bay and Gedo. The analysis predicts that between 
1,036,000 to 1,415,000 people may be displaced by drought in the coming six months4.   

DROUGHT UPDATE BY AREA 

Severe drought conditions are being reported from all 
regions of Somalia, marked by increased population 
displacements, livestock losses, increased commodity 
prices, resource-based conflicts, and new 
displacement. In Banadir region, the number of 
people displaced by drought into the region has 
increased to about 65,000 since March 2021, 
according to the Protection Reporting and Monitoring 
Network (PRMN) and district authorities.5 The 
majority are displaced from Bay and Lower Shabelle 
regions. OCHA, partners and authorities have 
mapped out 32 IDP settlements in Kahda and 
Daynille districts; six of which were newly established 
to accommodate new arrivals.  

Partners are providing assistance in some locations, 
but huge gaps are reported in most of the 28 
settlements. According to the DTM analysis, during 
the 2017 drought, Banadir region received 135,756 
new IDPs due to the drought, mainly from Lower 
Shabelle (77 per cent), Bay (17 per cent) and Bakool (4 per cent). Based on the projections, between 100,000 to 150,000 
people may be displaced into Banadir region in the coming months.6 The WASH Cluster estimates that 12,000 IDPs need 
clean water in Igadabagee and Igahorgee areas of Daynille district, and over 6,000 IDPs have no access to latrines in 
Daynille and Kahda districts. Islamic Relief distributed meat to 1,388 new arrivals in Daynille. The Danish Refugee 
Council distributed cash to 1,190 displaced households in Daynille; each receiving US$60. Save the Children provided 
cash transfers to 200 households in Kahda, each receiving $40 per month.   

In Galmudug State, an assessment by authorities found that 657,000 people have been affected by drought, of whom 
9,790 are displaced. Livestock prices have declined considerably due to weak body conditions and carcasses were 
spotted in assessed areas. Migration of pastoralists in search of water and pasture for their livestock is common, 
especially in Cabudwaaq, Cadaado, Dhuusamarreeb, Ceel Buur, Gaalkacyo, Hobyo, and South Jariban districts. 
Galmudug authorities have appealed for humanitarian assistance as more than 2,000 drought-affected people have 
arrived from areas under Al Shabaab control, mainly Xarardheere and Ceel Buur districts, to Dhuusamarreeb district. In 
addition, about 6,000 families from the Somali region of Ethiopia have arrived in Cabudwaaq, Balanbale and Guri Ceel, in 
search of water and pasture.   

The Food Security Cluster reports that herders have resorted to feeding their livestock with local cereals, resulting in a 20 
per cent price increase for those commodities in the markets. Across the districts, especially Hobyo and South Jariban, 
the price of water has skyrocketed with a 200-litre barrel selling at US$6, up from $4 a month ago. Over 40 boreholes 
have broken down, up from 30 last month, according to the authorities, and at least 586,200 people need emergency 

 

 

4  International Organization for Migration (IOM), Somalia Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), Drought analysis 2021, January 2022, 
5 UNHCR/ NRC, Protection and Return Monitoring Network (PRMN), Somalia Internal Displacement, December 2021 
6   Ibid, IOM. 

The drought has particularly affected livestock, a major source of livelihood for many 
Somali families. Photo: OCHA 

https://dtm.iom.int/reports/somalia-%E2%80%94-drought-related-displacement-analysis-december-2021
https://unhcr.github.io/dataviz-somalia-prmn/index.html#reason=Drought%20related&month=&need=&pregion=&pdistrictmap=&cregion=Gedo%2CMiddle%20Juba&cdistrictmap=&year=2021
https://unhcr.github.io/dataviz-somalia-prmn/index.html#reason=Drought%20related&month=&need=&pregion=&pdistrictmap=&cregion=Gedo%2CMiddle%20Juba&cdistrictmap=&year=2021
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water trucking. A Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) Cluster site verification exercise in January 2022 
found that 27,615 new IDPs from rural areas have joined existing IDP sites in South Gaalkacyo, exerting pressure on 
overstretched social amenities. Most IDPs depend on relatives or on manual jobs for a living.  

Save the Children, International Medical Corps, and a 
local partner, KAAH Relief and Development 
Organization are trucking water to rural villages in 
Gaalkacyo, Cadaado, Cabudwaaq, and Guri Ceel, 
targeting 50,724 people. Other WASH-related 
activities including rehabilitation of boreholes, pipeline 
extension, hygiene kit distribution, and provision of 
water bladders are targeting 100,000 people. Care 
International and International Rescue Committee are 
targeting 31,332 people through cash-for-food 
assistance. Another partner, New Ways Organization, 
reached 2,737 school children in Guri Ceel, including 
670 girls who received sanitary pads. However, most 
partners report funding constraints. A water trucking 
project for 15,000 people in Guri Ceel phased out on 
25 December, creating a gap at a critical time. 

In Hirshabelle State, water prices continue to 
increase, with a 200-litre barrel selling at $2 to $5, 
compared to $0.5 to $1 in normal times. Findings from 
a December 2021 WASH Cluster assessment in Hiraan region show that more than 240,000 people are in dire need of 
water assistance. An estimated 67 per cent of all water reservoirs are reportedly depleted and 33 per cent are less than 
half full. Water levels along Shabelle river have dropped since December 2021 and the quality of the water in the river has 
been compromised due to high dependence for human consumption, resulting in increased risk of disease outbreaks.  

CCCM partners report that Belet Weyne town is hosting an estimated 112,387 IDPs in 92 sites. This is an increase of 
about 11,000 people  and four new sites in the last six months, compared to the last site verification exercise in July 2021. 
The increase is attributed to  crop failures, high levels of livestock migration and losses due to drought, reduced 
remittances due to the impact of COVID-19 and diminished coping mechanisms. Local authorities report that since 2021 
over 2,700 people who were displaced by the drought have arrived in Belet Weyne town and outskirts. On 16 January, 
the Hirshabelle Vice President and the Minister of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management (MoHADM) reported 
that drought has affected over 800,000 people in the state and appealed to humanitarian partners for scale-up of 
responses. MoHADM asked the WASH, Food Security, Health and Nutrition Clusters to undertake sector-specific 
assessments in Hiraan and Middle Shabelle regions within three weeks. 

In Jubaland State Humanitarian partners and authorities in Dhobley, Afmadow district, report that 10 to15 families are 
arriving in the town daily. About 62,700 people have been displaced in the area since January 2021, according to PRMN. 
About 3,000 Somalis affected by drought reportedly crossed into Ethiopia in December 2021. Pastoralist families have 
reportedly lost 80 per cent of their livestock. In Gedo region, prices of water have increased by 20 per cent in some rural 
locations with a 20-litter barrel costing $0.7 to $1. Similar reports have been received from Lower Juba region, with a 200-
litre barrel costing $7 to $9 before and during the drought, respectively. 

Malnutrition has reportedly increased due to the drought. In Doolow, Luuq and Belet Xaawo districts, children admitted in 
stabilization centres in December 2021 constituted an all-time high of 195, compared to 127 in November and 88 in 
October 2021. In Afmadow district hospital admissions have increased by at least 60 per cent in the past three months; in 
October, total admissions were 396 and in December 641, with the highest numbers reported in Dhobley town. In 
Dhobley, Jubaland State, at least 72 severely malnourished children were admitted in the stabilization centres in Doolow, 
Luuq and Belet Xaawo districts as of 12 January, according to Trocaire, an NGO managing the three centres.  

Severe water shortages and inadequate access to sanitation and hygiene facilities have heightened the risk of disease 
outbreaks. Cases of Acute Watery Diarrhoea/Cholera, as well as measles outbreaks are spiking in multiple drought-
affected locations. In Dhobley town, 20 patients are reportedly admitted to hospital daily due to suspected AWD resulting 
from congestion, poor sanitation, and consumption of contaminated water.   

Partners are trucking water to affected people but are limited by funding and access 
constraints. Photo: OCHA 

https://unhcr.github.io/dataviz-somalia-prmn/index.html#reason=Drought%20related&month=&need=&pregion=&pdistrictmap=&cregion=Gedo%2CMiddle%20Juba&cdistrictmap=&year=2021
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Despite funding and access challenges, partners are responding to increasing needs. Since October 2021, WASH 
partners have repaired wells and trucked water to at least 500,000. At least 400,000 people have received food 
assistance, livestock to rebuild lost stock and food vouchers/cash transfers. More than 1.2 million people are receiving 
life-saving health and nutrition services and an estimated 30,000 people protection-related services. However, gaps 
remain in all areas of intervention.  

In Puntland, preliminary findings from FAO’s Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit post-deyr assessment mission in 
Nugaal and North Mudug regions, found deteriorating drought conditions in rural settlements. Furthermore, abnormal 
pastoral and livestock migration to Jariban district, which received little rain in early December, had depleted the meager 
water and pasture resources in the pastoral settlements. More than 1.1 million people in Puntland are reportedly facing 
severe water shortages, according to the authorities. About 1,800 people have been displaced to Galdogob where they 
have established a new displacement site on the outskirts of the town, next to former IDP settlements. The authorities and 
local communities have provided food to 40 families and 150 trucks to deliver water to various villages. 

Water prices have almost doubled in rural areas of Puntland since December 2021, with a 200-litre barrel now selling 
between $7 and $9, up from $3 prior to the drought; the highest increase recorded in the country. CARE International, 
World Vision, Norwegian Church Aid, Norwegian Refugee Council, and a local partner, KAALO, have provided one-off 
water trucking assistance and in-kind food assistance to at least 84,000 people in the worst affected districts of Eyl, 
Taleex, Buurtinle, Xudun, Jariban and Garowe.  

On 13 January, Somaliland authorities declared a serious drought, noting that 810,000 people are affected and need 
urgent water, food and health assistance. There are concerns that the number could increase to over 1.2 million people in 
the coming months. Somaliland authorities have allocated US$3 million to drought response. The severity is highest in 
Togdheer, Sool, and Sanaag regions, as well as some parts of Woqooyi Galbeed. At least 15 boreholes in Togdheer, 
Sool, Sanaag, Wogooyi Glabeed and Awdal regions are reportedly broken and need urgent repair to mitigate water 
shortages. On 2 January, clashes were reported between clans in Boocame village, Laas Caanood, over ownership of 
grazing land. Between 15 and 20 people reportedly died during the attacks with an unspecified number injured. The 
worsening drought is likely to increase tensions amid the long-standing impasse over ownership of the grazing lands.  

Humanitarian partners, including CARE International, Oxfam, Candlelight and Al Rahma Charity provided water, cash-for-
water and food vouchers for over 33,000 people in Owdweyne and Burco districts, Togdheer region, as well as in Sanaag 
and Sool regions. Other partners, Horn Institute and Somtrag, deployed 69 truckloads of water to Togdheer and 
Somaliland authorities have sent eight water trucks to Togdheer, Sool and Sanaag regions, and Woqooyi Galbeed. 
Furthermore, the Somaliland authorities are repairing 41 broken boreholes. On 4 January, a local NGO, TASCO 
distributed cash (US$88 per household) to 520 households in four IDP settlements (Barwaaqo, Al Amiin, Guryasamo and 
18 May) in Burco, and provided water for 241 households and hygiene kits to 300 households in three of the IDP 
settlements (Barwaaqo, Al Amiin and Guryasamo). 

In South West State, a recent WASH needs assessment identified over 295,000 people who need emergency 
assistance. Some 66 per cent of the assessed households could not access enough water in the last three months. Eight 
boreholes in Xudur, Qansaxdheere, Ceel Barde, Waajid, Goodfaduud Buurey, Daynuunay, Wanla Weyne and Marka are 
not functioning. Since 1 January, more than 18,000 people have been displaced to Bay and Bakool regions by severe 
drought and access restrictions imposed by Al Shabaab. According to PRMN, about 113,350 people have been internally 
displaced in the area since January 2021. The price of a 200-liter barrel of water in Bakool region is $5 to $8, from $1 
during the rainy season. Diesel prices have increased due to limited supply, affecting the operations of borehole pumps. 
Nearly half of children under 5 in Baidoa district are reportedly suffering from chronic malnutrition. According to data 
released on 12 January by Save the Children, the nutritional status of random samples of about 860 children aged 
between 6 months and 5 years in Baidoa collected between October and November 2021, showed an increase in chronic 
malnutrition rates from 30 per cent in 2019 to 48 per cent in 2021. Despite ongoing response efforts, humanitarian 
partners report that their capacity to respond is hindered by funding and insecurity. 

HUMANITARIAN PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE  

As the number of people affected by drought increases, local communities, authorities and humanitarian partners have 
stepped up efforts to mobilize resources and address the immediate lifesaving needs. Urgent priorities include water, 
food, cash and voucher assistance, nutrition and health services in hotspot locations. However, limited resources have 
led to a rapid depletion of the available funding and stocks. The drought response is guided by the six-month Drought 
Response Plan prepared by humanitarian partners in collaboration with the authorities in December 2021.  

https://unhcr.github.io/dataviz-somalia-prmn/index.html#reason=Drought%20related&month=&need=&pregion=&pdistrictmap=&cregion=Gedo%2CMiddle%20Juba&cdistrictmap=&year=2021
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Somalia%20-%202022%20Drought%20Response%20Plan%20%28Draft%20as%20of%2017%20December%202021%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Somalia%20-%202022%20Drought%20Response%20Plan%20%28Draft%20as%20of%2017%20December%202021%29.pdf
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  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

The number of people reached with water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) assistance has more than doubled since 
December 2021, as partners accessed 18 drought-affected locations by mid-January, compared to 11 locations by 
December. As of 14 January, the WASH Cluster, in collaboration with the authorities provided emergency water trucking 
and vouchers to nearly 240,000 people in Galmudug, Jubaland and South West State; assisted over 123,000 with 
sanitation services, 310,400 with hygiene promotion activities, and 163,000 people with sustained water supply from 
repaired and constructed water points. In South West State, partners are providing water targeting 91,140 people, 
constructing communal latrines for 7,710 people, conducting solid waste collections campaigns for 2,387 people and 
hygiene promotion for 31,888 people and distributing hygiene kits to 17,298 people in Baidoa. Despite ongoing 
responses, funding for the Cluster remains low. Under the 2022 Humanitarian Response Plan, the Cluster requires $119 
million to provide sustained WASH assistance to 3.1 million people; a 23 per cent increase from the 2021 funding 
requirement, which is attributed to increased caseload and targeted districts included in the 2022 response plan. 

  Health and Nutrition  

In South West State, cluster partners have reached over 13,000 children (aged 6 to 23 months) and nearly 5,500 
pregnant/lactating women through blanket supplementary feeding in Gedo, Bay and Middle Shabelle regions. UNICEF 
has deployed a mobile team to Bossaso, Puntland State, to provide integrated health and nutrition services including 
vaccinations for displaced children under 5.   

  Education 

Education cluster partners have reached nearly 22,000 school-going children in Puntland, affected by the current drought, 
with emergency school feeding and over 12,000 with safe drinking water. In South West State, the Education Cluster 
reports that 150 learning facilities have been affected by drought, with 80 closed due to lack of water and low attendance 
as families cannot pay school fees due to loss of livelihood. 

  Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

The CCCM Cluster has prioritized the enhancement of living conditions of IDPs affected by drought, through site 
improvement and maintenance. The cluster is distributing non-food items and shelter materials to new arrivals who are 
coming into already congested sites, increasing the risk of disease outbreaks, due to poor living conditions and with little 
access to basic needs. A site-level complaints feedback mechanism has been established to monitor water related needs. 
In Galmudug State, four new sites, namely Taakulo, Cawaale, Deegan and Hayaan Bacadweyne have been established 
to accommodate the new drought-displaced arrivals, although the vast majority have integrated with host communities 
and or joined existing IDP settlements in Xarxaar where basic services are available. 

  Protection 

Protection Cluster partners have supported about 41,230 people through rapid protection assessments, targeting 
locations in Bay, Bakool, Galgaduud, Gedo, Lower Juba, Middle Shabelle, Mudug and Sanaag. Partners have reached 
9,358 people with mental health and psychosocial support in response to stress due to the recent displacements caused 
by drought. 

 Child Protection 

Child Protection Area of Responsibility (AoR) has reached about 9,000 children and their families, including adolescents, 
children with disabilities, with psychosocial support, parenting messages and positive parenting in Lower Juba, Middle 
Shabelle, Mudug, Galgaduud, Hiraan and Banadir. The AoR supported 6,000 children with individual case management 
services including emergency temporary care for unaccompanied, separated children and reached about 7,385 people 
through community-led messaging on key child protection risks, social norms, harmful practices, mine risk education and 
related information on child protection services and mitigation measures. 

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

Partners have reached over 3,000 women, girls, men and boys with age-appropriate services including clinical 
management of rape and psychosocial support through GBV one-stop centres, and women and girls' safe spaces that 
meet the minimum standards. Partners supported more than 600 vulnerable women and adolescent girls (including those 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2022_Somalia_HRP.pdf
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living with disabilities) with dignity kits in Xudur, Gebiley and Kismayo; and over 12,350 women, girls, boys and men with 
key information on mitigation of GBV. 

FUNDING UPDATE  

Mobilization of resources is underway. The UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has allocated US$25 million 
for the drought response. On 4 January 2022, the Somalia Humanitarian Fund launched its first standard allocation for 
2022, tentatively set at $20 million. The allocation will focus on the drought and will complement the CERF funding 
launched in late December 2021 for $17 million. Meanwhile, partners are continuing to re-programme their activities and 
re-prioritize life-saving interventions to meet the needs of the people most affected by the drought.  

On 20 December 2021, the 2022 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) was launched and includes drought response 
activities. The plan seeks $1.46 billion to assist 5.5 million of the most vulnerable people in Somalia. The DRP has been 
annexed to the HRP for a comprehensive account of both the emerging and existing needs that require urgent funding 
and response. Additional funding for priority sectors is urgently required to save lives and livelihoods in the most affected 
communities. This includes substantive and early funding for the 2022 HRP. 

 

For further information, please contact:   
Ogoso, Erich Opolot | Head of Communications | ogoso@un.org |Tel. +254 720 766 587   
Anjichi-Kodumbe, Truphosa | Humanitarian Reporting Officer | anjichi@un.org I Tel: +254 722 839 182  
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.reliefweb.int   
 
Background  
Somalia has four distinct seasons that comprise the Jilaal (dry season) from December to mid-March; Gu (main rainy season) starting in 
mid-March to June; Haggai (cloudy season) starting in July until mid-September and the Deyr (the secondary rain season) from mid-
September to November. However, due to climate change this cycle has been significantly disrupted, with the country experiencing 
consecutive poor performance/less regular or more intense rainfall leading to flooding and soil erosion. The dry seasons have reported an 
increase in the mean temperatures, resulting in crop and pasture damage and drying of rainfed earth dams, shallow wells and boreholes, 
which are the main sources of water, especially in many rural homes.   

https://cerf.un.org/
https://www.unocha.org/somalia/shf
https://ochasomalia.org/

