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Locust Infestation:
A 3 year locust response plan has been drawn up by the
Ministry of Agriculture and FAO. The first phase has been
funded and aerial surveys have begun to assess the extent
of the swarms. The eastern part of the north-east to south-
east is currently not contaminated. The delivery of 235,000
liters of pesticides are underway.
Food Insecurity:
Food insecurity persists, particularly in the Greater South,
27.5% of rural population (3.95 million) are food insecure of
which 388,566 (2.7%) are severely food insecure and 24.8%
moderately food insecure. A further 9 million people could
be at risk of food insecurity if any disaster strikes such as
cyclone or hike of food prices during the October-March lean
season when crops are planted but not yet harvested.
Dahalo Attacks:
Security conditions in the rural areas, especially in southern
Madagascar, have deteriorated due to the attacks on villages
by cattle raiders commonly named ‘dahalo’, resulting in
displacement and major concerns regarding protection,
humanitarian access and human rights.
Floods and Cyclones:
In February 2013, Madagascar was affected by both Tropical
Cyclone Felleng on the east coast and Cyclone Haruna on
the south-west coast. The cyclones caused the deaths of an
estimated 35 people, affected 46,623 people, and displaced
1,303 people. Damage to infrastructure was significant,
especially to roads, dykes and schools. Crops were
destroyed and more than two-thirds of rice fields were
flooded in some areas.
Education:
Access to education remains low. The deficit, since the 2009
crisis is estimated at 600,000 students and the dropout rate
in primary schools increased by 5.5% between 2008 and
2011, accumulating to 1.5 million students out of the
education system. There are 3.8 million students registered
in primary school.
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Humanitarian Situation:
The island of Madagascar is  prone to multiple
hazards, including natural disasters (floods, cyclones
and drought), epidemic outbreaks (malaria, rift valley
fever and bubonic plague), structural food insecurity
and pest/locust infestations, which are compounded
by a high level of poverty and economic and political
instability.

20,500,364 Total Population
14,391,388 Rural Population
10,219,681 Males 
10,280,683 Females

POPULATION

47 Districts Affected by Locust Infestation
37 Districts with High/Middle Contamination
12 Districts with Possible/Probable Contamination

LOCUST INFESTATION

HEALTH 

3,957,618 (27.5%) Food Insecure Rural Population
3,569,052 (24.8%) People with Moderate Food Insecurity
388,566 (2.7%) People with Severe Food Insecurity 
(Figures based on survey of rural population in 
20 regions , CFSAM Report by WFP/FAO 9 Oct 2013)
 

FOOD INSECURITY

59 (2%) Health Centres Closed (2013)
Disease Stresses: Malaria, Cholera, Malnutrition, 
Bubonic Plague and Rift Valley Fever. 

EDUCATION
1.5 million Children are out of school.
For every 10  children entering primary school, 
less than 4  complete a full primary education. 

Elections:
Since February 2009, when President Marc Ravalomanana was ousted in a coup by Andry Rajoelina, a
political impasse has negatively impacted economic growth and development efforts. A SADC “Road Map”
strategy to resolve the political crisis was signed in September 2011 and implementation is ongoing but very
slow. After numerous postponements, the first round of presidential elections has been scheduled for 25
October 2013, and if required the second round will be held concurrently with parliamentary elections on 20
December 2013. Three bomb explosions have occurred in the run up to the elections, however no damages or
casualties have been reported to date.
Health:
The budget of the Ministry of Health has been halved year on year since 2009. In 2013, 59 basic health centres
were closed, mostly due to a lack of human resources. Despite the reduced budget allocated by Government,
many health sector programmes are funded by international partners, however the impact is limited by the
deterioration of the formal system.
Urban Risk:
In the capital, Antananarivo, failure to conduct essential sanitation work to prevent major flooding, has put
400,000 people at risk. 214 km of drain networks and 105 ha of streams have not been cleaned and
maintained during the dry season (July to October). To compound matters, every year 140,000 people move to
the capital, the majority of which settle in informal low-lying areas which are flood-prone. The cost of cleaning
and maintaining the city's sanitation system for the coming rainfall season is estimated at USD1.7 million.
During Tropical Cyclone Haruna in February 2013, a dyke burst and flooded a third of Toliara - 17 people were
killed and 19,500 people evacuated. Lacking funds, only basic repairs to the dyke have to date been
undertaken, making it liable to burst again if heavy rains occur. USD 1 Million are required per kilometer (1.2
km is damaged).

Locust Infestation, by District: 
Non-Contaminated Area
Presence of Swarm, Diffuse Population & High Density
High Contaminated Area
Middle to High Contamination
Possible Contamination
Probable Contamination
Districts Affected by Dahalo Attacks

Region Boundaries (22)
District Boundaries (114)


