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During the month of June, hostilities in Ma’rib continued to intensify as frontlines remained active, particularly across the 
west of Ma’rib city. Civilians are bearing the brunt of sustained hostilities, which show little sign of easing. Protection and 
humanitarian concerns are only increasing and in June, 414 HHs are estimated to have moved from conflict affected areas 
in Sirwah, Medghal, Raghwan, Bani Dhabyan to Ma’rib City, Marib Al Wadi and Al Jubah. IOM and partner Rapid Response 
teams estimate that the number of people displaced by the conflict so far this year stands at over 3,353 households 
(23,471 people). This brings the number of people displaced since the start of hostilities in January 2020 to 22,068 
households. In total, local authorities estimate that some 1 million people are currently displaced across the governorate. 

Overall, displacement trends have remained relatively the same and in line with humanitarian planning. People in Raghwan, 
Medghal and Sirwah are the most affected by the increased hostilities; the highest number of civilian casualties continue 
to be reported here, and thousands have been forced to flee outside of these districts into Ma’rib city, Marib Alwadi, 
Al Jubah or areas further away from frontlines. As fighting picked up Bani Dhabyan and more than 500 people were 
reported to have fled into Al Jubah district, settling in five IDP sites. Based on the increase in tensions in the area reports 
indicate that the displacement trends could continue in the coming months.  In Sirwah district, 2,793HH have been 
displaced and eight displacement sites have been evacuated since February 2021. Internally displaced persons (IDPs) in 
Sirwah, many of whom have been repeatedly displaced, are mainly staying within the district, moving further away from 
frontlines and in the direction of Ma’rib city and Al Wadi. Cases of evictions are being reported, particularly in Marib city, 
where IDPs residing in government buildings or land within the city are being evicted or have been issued with notices to 
move. Humanitarian partners expect hostilities to continue to drive displacement amidst the growing numbers of civilian 
casualties. 

Local authorities and humanitarian partners are scaling up response activities to meet the growing needs, but those 
affected by the crisis in Ma’rib are some of the most vulnerable, repeatedly losing access to basic services and livelihoods. 
A majority of new IDPs are arriving into already crowded IDP sites and while some 31 new sites have opened in Ma’rib 
this year, increasing the total number of IDP sites in governorate to 148. To expand services in these sites, humanitarian 
partners in Ma’rib are increasing site management and coordination activities to 64 sites in seven districts. IOM, for 
example, will cover ten additional IDP sites starting in July (34 in total). To facilitate humanitarian presence, IOM is also 
managing the Humanitarian Hub in Ma’rib, recently completing improvements to provide accommodation, office and 
telecommunications capacity for at least 10 UN agencies and other aid partners in Ma’rib city. 
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A displaced family sits outside their shelter in IOM-supported Husoon Al Hadi Site in Ma’rib. ©IOM 2021/ E. Al Oqabi
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HUMANITARIAN IMPACT AND NEEDS

Displacement Situation for People Displaced by the Conflict

IOM YEMEN

209,788

45% of IDPs with no access to health services

95%  of IDP hosting sites with no access to reliable waste management systems

78% of IDPs lack some form of civil documentation

60% of IDPs in need of shelter and NFI support 

IDPs in need

IDP SITUATION

Newly displaced between 
January 2020 to June 2021

No. of newly displaced to district
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IDPs are arriving to displacement sites in Ma’rib at an unprecedented rate. Of all new arrivals, a majority are fleeing other IDP 
sites in affected districts, leaving with very little and moving from one challenging displacement situation to another. Women 
and children, who make up 79 per cent of IDPs in Ma’rib, are some of the most vulnerable. There are reduced livelihood 
opportunities and female-headed households are estimated to be impacted more by the limited access to basic services in 
the sites. Protection concerns around the exploitation of children are also being reported, in particular for children who 
are being used as labourers to support family needs. At the same time, more women are forced to beg on the streets, also 
increasing the rate of gender-based violence.

As IDP sites become overcrowded, people are also being affected by weather-related and fire events. In April and May, some 
512 IDPs were affected by heavy storms, especially in Sirwah. More than 26 fire incidents have been reported in Ma’rib 
city this year, nine of them in June alone. To better understand and address gaps within the 148 IDP sites across the seven 
districts in Ma’rib, site management and coordination partners carried out a site verification exercise which informed an 
expansion of partner presence to sites most in need. Starting in July 2021, partners will cover 64 out of the 148 IDP sites, 
increasing coverage from 16 per cent to 43 per cent. Still, some 84 IDP sites require support in six districts (46 in Al Wadi 
and 25 in Ma’rib city alone, with around 65,808 IDP residents. 

Health concerns amongst IDPs and host communities are also prevalent, and IOM is working closely with the Ministry 
of Public Health and Population to expand access to health services in IDP sites. IOM teams have observed a notable 
increase in upper respiratory tract infection (URTI), lower respiratory tract infection (LRTI) and severe and moderate acute 
malnutrition cases in IDP sites that are supported by IOM mobile medical teams (MMTs). 
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Prior to the conflict and the pandemic, Ma’rib has been a transit route for migrants seeking to travel to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. Today, the situation for migrants stranded in Ma’rib is precarious as new influxes put increased pressure on the living 
conditions of both the existing and new migrants, and local resources. 

Since May 2021, IOM estimates that 341 migrants arrived in Ma’rib; in total, more than 4,500 are estimated to be stranded 
in the governorate.  The majority of migrants are coming through Shabwah, and their movement is both facilitated and 
controlled by smugglers. The new arrivals are first brought to an area called Al Husoon where they are kept for a period 
ranging from a few days to a few weeks, in cramped conditions. The living conditions of males and females are very different; 
the women are kept in overcrowded windowless rooms without furniture and with very little services. They are kept in 
these conditions by smugglers who control all aspects of their lives, as a result they are often abused and extorted. Men are 

STRANDED MIGRANTS

An Ethiopian migrant carries her baby and an IOM food kit in Batha’a Almil in Ma’rib. ©IOM 
2021/ E. Al Oqabi

4,500 People
Migrants in acute need

The main morbidity observed in Ma’rib is related to upper respiratory tract infections, and IOM has referred 109 critical 
cases so far this year. More generally, primary health-care support needs are also around watery and bloody diarrhea, 
gastro-intestinal diseases, malaria, dengue fever, skin diseases, chronic diseases as diabetes and hypertension. June has 
seen a decrease in reported COVID-19 cases and more than 18,287 people have received the COVID-19 vaccine in the 
governorate, although most are travelers to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (since the country imposed new entry regulations). 
A notable point of concern has been on promoting equitable access to vaccines for migrants. 

living either in empty buildings or on the 
street. After a period of time, migrants 
are moved from Al Husoon to Batha Bin 
Mueyli, which is an open area outside of 
Ma’rib city where migrants are staying (in 
informal settlements). At Batha Bin Mueyli, 
IOM is assisting with S-NFIs, WASH, 
Protection Case Management, food, and 
other services such as dignity kits and 
baby kits as needed. Outside of Bin Mueyli 
and Al Husoon there are other smaller 
populations of migrants in Ma’rib, these 
vary in size and location at different times 
in Ma’rib city and Ma’rib Al Wadi. 

Community tensions with host 
communities are on the rise, as the new 
influx places pressure on the limited 
services available and is creating tensions 
with the host community. More recently, 
local communities are blocking the 
establishment of a water network that 
would provide water in Batha Bin Mueyli 
and a small group of migrants were forced 
by authorities to move from an informal 
site in Mafraq Al Sad to Al Juba. In the 
interim, IOM is providing water in trucks, 
and is working through community 
committees and tribal focal points to 
address concerns and alleviate tensions. 
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ADVOCACY POINTS

1. IOM continues to call for partners to provide a dedicated response in Ma’rib. There are widespread, acute 
humanitarian needs that are not being met, and at the same time, displacement forecasted in 2020 is currently 
occurring and placing increased pressure on partners and local authorities. IOM, in line with humanitarian 
preparedness plans, anticipates further shocks and increased gaps in the months to come. IOM operates a shared 
humanitarian hub and can provide logistical support and office space to facilitate partner response. 

2. Maintaining relative stability in Ma’rib is a priority and IOM is concerned about further displacement as well as the 
humanitarian impact on civilians. Those that have influence should continue to advocate against an escalation of 
hostilities. 

3. IOM encourages partners to prioritize vulnerable migrants in humanitarian planning and response efforts, 
recognizing the life-threatening conditions migrants are facing in Yemen.

RESPONSE HIGHLIGHTS 
IOM has a team of 20 international and 97 national support and programme staff in Ma’rib as well as nearly 102 community 
mobilizers and 56 enumerators. The team is leading response activities, prioritizing critical needs assessments and registering 
newly arrived IDPs for assistance through the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM). Together with local authorities, the 
Organization is coordinating response efforts in Ma’rib through its leadership of the CCCM and Health sub-national clusters, 
co-leadership of the WASH sub-national cluster, Ma’rib-based focal point of the protection cluster, and as S-NFI Contingency 
Pipeline Manager. 

24
IDP hosting sites benefitting 
from SMC services

7,040 
HHs received multi-
purpose cash assistance

348 
HHs received RRM 
one off cash assistance

254 
HHs received 
RRM kits

IDPs provided with safe 
drinking water

37,608 

172
HHs received S-NFI 
assistance 

IDPs benefiting from improved 
sanitation infrastructure

900
IDPs reached through 
hygiene promotion

19,943 
Emergency health 
consultations 

19,696 
Women receiving  
ante-natal care 

1,254 

An IOM staff provides a woman with a shelter kit in Al-Jufainah camp in Ma’rib.©IOM Ω021/ E. Al Oqabi
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RESPONSE OVERVIEW

15,598 households in 24 IDP hosting sites are receiving regular 
site care, maintenance, and risk reduction support (expanding to 
10 additional sites in July). IOM has deployed a CCCM static team 
in Al-Jufainah camp and two CCCM mobile teams in 23 IDP sites 
in Ma’rib city and Al-Wadi. The CCCM mobile team carries out 
core CCCM activities around risk mapping and risk mitigation; 
infrastructure upgrade; site improvements and site risk reduction; 
and awareness campaigns and community mobilization; complaint, 
feedback, and referral mechanisms; strengthening community 
participation; service and information mapping and respond to any 
urgent needs within the IDP sites. To address the increased risks of 
fire hazards, IOM is also distributing fire extinguishers and training 
fire wardens to respond to fire incidents, and technical teams are 
working on enhancing the electricity systems and establishing fire 
points in IOM-managed sites. In response to eviction threats for 
some eight IDP sites, IOM together with the CCCM Cluster is 
coordinating with local authorities to find appropriate and safe 
solutions. Across 19 sites in Al Wadi and in Ma’rib city, IOM 
has carried out several site improvement and flood protection 
interventions – establishing for example flood gabion walls, 
rainwater drainage systems – more is needed to fully mitigate risks 
and several sites remain with significant gaps. 

SITE CARE & SITE MAINTENANCE

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE (WASH)

Around 70 per cent of IDPs in Ma’rib are estimated to be in 
need of reliable, safe water systems, and over 80 per cent of new 
arrivals (13,000 HHs) lack access to adequate WASH services. 
IOM is prioritizing WASH assistance in 21 IDP sites, focusing 
on expanding water networks, improving waste management, 
providing access to emergency water and sanitation solutions. 
Awareness and support to IDPs regarding COVID-19 prevention 
measures continued in June through different forms. IOM is 
providing WASH services in the five IDP sites most affected 
in Sirwah, providing access to water and carrying out hygiene 
promotion sessions along with basic and consumable hygiene kits 
distribution. 

SIRWAH

MARIB CITY

MARIB AL WADI

YEMEN
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60 per cent of IDPs in Ma’rib are living in protracted displacement 
or have experienced secondary displacement and require sustained 
shelter support. Along with providing emergency shelter solutions 
to newly-displaced persons, IOM is prioritizing transitional shelters 
and in IOM-supported sites, targeting IDPs who have been 
displaced for prolonged periods, and shelter rehabilitation support 
for IDPs living in worn out, damaged or makeshift shelters. IOM 
is prepositioning 2,000 NFIs and 1,756 tents in Ma’rib city and 
targeting 850 households in 6 IDP sites with transitional shelters, as 
well as 2,500 households for shelter rehabilitation activities. 

SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (S-NFI) AND 
RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM (RRM) 
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IOM’S RESPONSE IN MA’RIB IS SUPPORTED BY

One fixed clinic and five mobile outreach teams are covering 36 IDP hosting sites from 148 IDP sites, providing an average of 1,700 
consultations per week. This covers only a small portion of the overall needs and leaves over 32 sites and 23 per cent of IDPs without 
sustained access to health services. IOM is also providing human and material resources support in two secondary healthcare facilities 
in Ma’rib city enable the provision of health services to IDPs, migrants and host communities. Together with the MoPHP, IOM estimates 
that some 70 primary and secondary health facilities require support to sustain health services. Both health facilities supported by IOM 
(AL Shaheed and Al Housoun Hospital) are carrying out COVID-19 vaccinations, and IOM has installed one COVID-19 testing machine 
to increase testing capacity in the governorate. 

HEALTH

Ma’rib – City, Almujama’a Alziraa’a- cleaning campaign ©IOM 2021/ E. Al Oqabi

TRANSITION AND RECOVERY

IOM is carrying out community infrastructure projects in 
Ma’rib, and during June, 20 of 23 planned infrastructure repair 
sites in Jubah, Al Wadi, Hareeb and Ma’rib City were handed over 
to contractors to start construction, with one site (Al Husoon 
Health Clinic) completed. IOM is also launching a large Ma’rib 
Dam irrigation project that will benefit an estimated 800,000 
residents in agricultural lands in the Al Wadi area.

YHFYemen
Humanitarian
Fund

European Union

PROTECTION

With only eight protection partners responding in Ma’rib, gaps 
across the protection response are widespread. IDP and migrant 
women and children are some of the most vulnerable. However, 
there there are insufficient services available to address the protection 
concerns of these populations. IOM is establishing a Community 
Response Centre in Ma’rib city to serve as a resource for vulnerable 
IDPs and a Migrant Response Point for migrant populations.


