
20 December 2011

General Assembly
GA/11199

Department of Public Information • News and Media Division • New York

Sixty-sixth General Assembly

Plenary

87
th

 (Resumed) & 90
th

 Meetings (AM & PM)

GENERAL ASSEMBLY SPEAKERS PRAISE KIMBERLY PROCESS FOR SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCING

SCOPE OF CONFLICT DIAMOND TRADE, SAY INITIATIVE ‘TOO IMPORTANT TO FAIL’

Express Concern at Boycott of 2011 Meeting by NGO Global Witness;

Also Elects 25 Judges to Mechanism for Rwanda, Former Yugoslavia Tribunals

Hailing the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme as “too important to fail”, delegates in the

General Assembly today praised the Process for having significantly reduced the scope of the conflict

diamond trade, while expressing concern that a major civil society partner had pulled out of the United

Nations-backed diamond industry initiative in 2011 to demonstrate lack of confidence.

During the Assembly’s annual meeting held to assess the status of the Kimberley Process — a

voluntary alliance of representatives from the diamond industry, civil society, and diamond-producing and

trading countries set up in 2003 to help cut off the global trade in so-called “blood diamonds” — a

representative of the Delegation of the European Unionwelcomed the enhanced cooperation on

implementation of the process in 2011 as a “significant step forward” that would foster greater

collaboration between national enforcement agencies and international bodies, such as the World

Customs Organization.  The number of fake certificates detected, the illegal shipments blocked and the

arrests carried out were testimony that it “makes a difference on the ground”.

Yet, he stressed that civil society participation was “key element” in the Kimberley Process and

had contributed much to its initial establishment and subsequent operation.  As such, the European Union

regretted the recent decision by Global Witness, the Nobel Prize-winning non-governmental organization

working to break the links between natural resource exploitation and conflict, to pull out of a plenary

meeting of the Process’ participants in Kinshasa, and called on all participants to work together and

enhance the Kimberley Process’ credibility.

He noted that the Kinshasa Decision on a framework for the resumption of diamond exports from

Zimbabwe’s Marange mining region, adopted by the recent meeting held in the Congolese capital, had

“fully recognized and reflected the role of civil society”.  The European Union was encouraged that many

civil society groups had pledged to remain engaged and called on all participants to support the Decision

and urged Zimbabwe to continue work constructively within the Process.

Canada’s representative said the civil society coalition had boycotted the Kinshasa meeting to

indicate its lack of confidence in the initiative’s work.  That was troubling because non-governmental

organizations played an important role in building consumer confidence in the diamond supply chain and

upholding the credibility in the Kimberly Process as a whole.  “The Process is at a critical juncture,” he

said, adding that the debate on Zimbabwe had proven the “fundamental inability of the Kimberley Process

to address non-compliance in a timely and effective manner.”  While noting that a consensus decision on

the matter had been reached in Kinshasa, he said that, if it was to remain relevant, the process must

adapt to new realties and challenges.

Also taking the floor, the representative of the Russian Federation declared support for the

decision on exports of Marange diamonds and urged establishment of strengthened internal controls in

producer countries, and cutting centres and of improved transparency of statistics.  He believed that

effective implementation required further development of the Process’s legal basis, and also called the



development of a proper normative basis for it.  He welcomed Swaziland’s participation in the Process

and expressed support for increased involvement for those not yet involved in the Process.

The representative of Israel said great strides had been made in tackling the danger of conflict

diamonds.  They now made up less than 1 per cent of the global market, a sharp decline from 15 per cent

in the 1990s.  He said the Kimberley Process showed the power of global commitment backed by

collective action, adding that Israel had assumed leadership on the issue because of its status as the

world’s third largest diamond trading centre.  He looked ahead to significant work for the Process, calling

for efforts to strengthen its civil society partnerships, stressing the importance of broad participation, and

expressing support for reforms, particularly the formation of a new Secretariat.

At the opening of today’s meeting, Yamba Lapfa Lambang Mathieu of the Democratic Republic of

the Congo, in his capacity as the 2011 President of the Kimberly Process, introduced the 2011 report of the

initiative’s work for the year, saying that “major progress” in preventing diamond-related conflicts had been

made due to the process’ Certification Scheme.  Many countries that had been facing such conflict at the

time of the Scheme’s implementation were now stable, he added.

Particular attention during the reporting period was paid to the situation in Côte d’Ivoire.  That

Government had presented its situation at the Scheme’s Kinshasa meeting.  The Process had also worked

closely with the United Nations Group of Experts and the Security Council Sanctions Committee to prevent

the flow of Ivoirian diamonds across the country’s borders.  He said the report noted that Swaziland had

joined the Kimberly Process Certification Scheme, while Mali, Mozambique, Cameroon, Panama, Burkina

Faso and Kazakhstan had expressed interest in joining.

In addition, he continued, 45 members had submitted their annual statistical reports.   Lesotho,

Botswana and Ukraine had received peer review visits and subsequent reports were drafted.  A technical

expert team on the internet sale of diamonds had been created and the Process’ statistical website was

improved.   Venezuela had also complied with the recommendations issued to it by the plenary of the

Kinshasa meeting, and the country was entitled to rejoin the scheme following its withdrawal.

He also highlighted some challenges that the Kimberly Process had faced in 2011, including

those related to diamonds from the Marange region of Zimbabwe.  However, solutions had been found to

many of those issues, and the resumption of the trade of Marange diamonds was approved.  He told the

Assembly that the United States would assume the Presidency of the Kimberly Process for 2012, with the

assistance of South Africa as Vice-President.  He added finally that his delegation had not yet submitted

the Assembly’s traditional draft resolution on the matter of diamonds in conflict, as consultations were still

under way.

In other business today, the Assembly elected 25 judges to the International Residual Mechanism

for Criminal Tribunals in a single round of secret ballot voting.  The Mechanism was established by

Security Council resolution 1966 (2010) to finish the work begun by the International Tribunal for the

former Yugoslavia and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.

Taking the floor prior to the vote, the representative of Fiji recalled that, last week, a procedural rule

had led to two inconclusive votes for the 25 seats.  He said there was broad agreement on the need to

avoid the same situation in the third round of voting and proposed that, if the same situation arose today as

had arisen on Friday, there would be no second ballot, but rather the 25 candidates with the highest

number of votes would be elected.  (See Press Release GA/11197)

In the event of a tie for a remaining seat, a restricted ballot would be held, he suggested, adding

that this was a particularly relevant proposal given that the low number of candidates made repetition of

the situation likely.  The representative of Japan seconded the proposal by the representative of Fiji.

The Assembly then decided to approve the change to the voting process.

Also prior to the vote, the President of the Assembly announced that three candidates — Carlos

Sanchez Escobar (El Salvador), Juan Antonio Duran Ramirez (El Salvador) and Michèle Picard (France)

had withdrawn their candidature.

Having obtained the absolute majority the 25 candidates elected to the Residual Mechanism were

Liu Daqun (China), Gberdao Gustave Kam (Burkina Faso), Aydin Sefa Akay (Turkey), Carmel A. Agius (



Malta), Patrick Lipton Robinson ( Jamaica), Lee G. Muthoga (Kenya), Mparany Mamy Richard Rajohnson

(Madagascar), Seon Ki Park (Republic of Korea), Burton Hall (Bahamas), Florence Arrey (Cameroon),

Solomy Balungi Bossa (Uganda), Christoph Flügge (Germany), Bakone Justice Moloto (South Africa), Ivo

Nelson de Caires Batista Rosa (Portugal), Theodor Meron (United States), Vagn Prüsse Joensen

(Denmark), Alphons Orie (Netherlands), José Ricardo de Prada Solaesa (Spain), Ben Emmerson (United

Kingdom), Prisca Matimbe Nyambe (Zambia), Graciela Susana Gatti Santana (Uruguay), Jean-Claude

Antonetti (France), Joseph E. Chiondo Masanche (United Republic of Tanzania), William Hussein Sekule

(United Republic of Tanzania) and Aminatta Lois Runeni N’gum (Zimbabwe/Gambia).

The Assembly will reconvene at 3 p.m. on Thursday, 22 December, to take up the reports of its

Second Committee (Economic and Financial).

Background

Meeting this morning to consider the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals, the

General Assembly had before it a letter from the President of the Security Council to the President of the

General Assembly (document A/66/564) dated 17 November 2011.  It also had before it a note by the

Secretary-General (document A/66/572) dated 6 December 2011, which contains the curricula vitae of the

nominated candidates.  A separate memorandum by the Secretary-General (document A/66/571/Rev.1)

contains the list of candidates and the procedure for their election.  For more information on these documents,

please see Press Release GA/11197.

For its consideration of the agenda item entitled, “The role of diamonds in fuelling conflict”, the

Assembly had before it a letter dated 6 December 2011 from the Chargé d’Affairs a.i. of the Permanent

Mission of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to the United Nations, which was addressed to the

Secretary-General (document A/66/593).  That letter transmitted the 2011 Kimberley Process Report,

which was submitted pursuant to resolution A/65/137, entitled “The role of diamonds in fuelling conflict:

 breaking the link between the illicit transaction of rough diamonds and armed conflict as a contribution to

prevention and settlement of conflicts”.

In its introduction, the report states that the Kimberley Process was a joint initiative of

Governments, the diamond industry and civil society, established to prevent the flow of blood diamonds

into legitimate international trade.  The Process aimed to break the link between trade in blood diamonds

and armed conflict, considering in particular its devastating impact on peace, safety and security of

people.  The Kimberley Process is implemented by each participating country through national laws and

regulations, and the establishment of a system of internal controls designed to eliminate the presence of

blood diamonds from shipments of rough diamonds imported into or exported from its territory.  To date,

almost all countries that produced, processed and traded diamonds participated in the Process.

The report further reviews achievements made by the Kimberly Process in 2011.  It notes that the

Process’ plenary meeting was held from 31 October to 3 November in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of

the Congo; at that meeting, seven administrative decisions were adopted.  Among those achievements,

the Democratic Republic of the Congo, as Chair of the Kimberley Process, had placed a priority on

strengthening the Certification System, especially with regard to the level of internal controls.

The Process in 2011 also attached high priority to cooperation with the World Customs

Organization, through the Enforcement Committee of the World Customs Organization.  The Chair of the

Kimberly Process attended a meeting of the Enforcement Committee in May 2011; thanks to this

collaboration, customs organizations of countries participating in the Kimberley Process, as well as

non-participants, would be able to help the Process to achieve its goals and implement its policies.

 Additionally, the report discusses monitoring tools, including “peer review visits” to countries with regard

to diamond production and trade, and addresses future challenges facing the Process.

Voting Results for International Residual Mechanism

Number of ballot papers: 181

Number of invalid ballots: 0

Number of valid ballots: 181

Abstentions: 1

Number of Members voting: 180

Required majority: 98



Number of votes obtained:

Liu Daqun ( China) 170

Gberdao Gustave Kam ( Burkina Faso) 166

Aydin Sefa Akay ( Turkey) 165

Carmel A. Agius ( Malta) 164

Patrick Lipton Robinson ( Jamaica) 162

Lee G. Muthoga ( Kenya) 162

Mparany Mamy Richard Rajohnson ( Madagascar) 162

Seon Ki Park ( Republic of Korea) 161

Burton Hall ( Bahamas) 161

Florence Arrey ( Cameroon) 161

Solomy Balungi Bossa ( Uganda) 160

Christoph Flügge ( Germany) 158

Bakone Justice Moloto ( South Africa) 157

Ivo Nelson de Caires Batista Rosa ( Portugal) 154

Theodor Meron ( United States) 153

Vagn Prüsse Joensen ( Denmark) 146

Alphons Orie ( Netherlands) 146

José Ricardo de Prada Solaesa ( Spain) 143

Ben Emmerson ( United Kingdom) 142

Prisca Matimbe Nyambe ( Zambia) 142

Graciela Susana Gatti Santana ( Uruguay) 136

Jean-Claude Antonetti ( France) 135

Joseph E. Chiondo Masanche (United Republic of Tanzania) 131

William Hussein Sekule (United Republic of Tanzania) 130

Aminatta Lois Runeni N’gum (Zimbabwe/Gambia) 126

Lombe P. Chibesakunda ( Zambia) 103

Juan Bautista Delgado Cánovas ( Spain) 88

Alfredo Gómez Tedeschi ( Uruguay) 73

* *** *
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